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TOE MAN WHO RAN AWAT PROM GOD
God said  to Jonah . “Go to Nineveh, th a t wicked city, and  tell them  to 

stop being bad .”
Jo n ah  did no t w ant to go to Nineveh. He w anted to ru n  away. He 

thought, “If I go to T arshish , God will no t find me.*
Jo n ah  got on a  sh ip  th a t w as sailing to T arshish . W hen th e  ship w as 

o u t on the ocean, God se n t a  big storm . H ie storm  w as so  bad  th e  sailors 
were very afraid. They cried to their gods for help b u t the storm  did no t go 
away.

The sailors threw  th ings o u t of th e  sh ip  to m ake it  lighter. The 
sh ipm aster cam e down in to  the  sh ip  and  found Jo n ah  there , asleep! The 
shipm aster woke him  u p  and  said , “W hy are you sleeping? Pray to your 
God th a t He will save ou r lives.”

The sailors said  to each  other, “Let’s  c a st lo ts to  see w hose fau lt it is  th a t 
th is storm  is  on u s .”

They c ast lo ts and  th e  lo t fell on Jo n ah . They asked  him , “W hat did you 
do? W here are  you from?”

Jo n ah  said , “I am  an  Hebrew and  I serve the God who m ade the heavens 
and  the earth .” Jo n ah  told them  how he w as trying to ru n  aw ay from  God.

The m en w ere very afraid when they heard  th a t. They said , “W hat shall 
we do to m ake the storm  go away?”

Jo n ah  said , “Throw me in to  the  ocean and the storm  will stop .”
The m en did no t w ant to do th a t. They tried  to row the  sh ip  to land. 

Finally they prayed to God and  said , “Please don’t  h u rt u s , God, for 
throw ing Jo n ah  into th e  ocean.”

The sailors threw  Jo n ah  into the ocean and  righ t aw ay the storm  
stopped. The sailors feared God. They m ade a  sacrifice to Him and  said  
vows.

Jo n ah  w as in  the w ater u n til a  big fish swallowed him . God told the fish 
to do th a t  The fish took Jo n ah  down deep in  the w ater. Jo n ah  prayed to 
God o u t of the  fish’s  belly.

After th ree days God told the  fish  to sp it Jo n a h  ou t on dry  land. God 
told Jo n ah  to go and preach to  Nineveh and  th is  tim e Jo n a h  did it.

-Jo a n n a  Booher
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Missing Paint
“Hum," said Dad to  him self as he 

looked into h is toolbox. “I thought I 
had my big flat screwdriver right 
here on th is tray. I w onder where it 
is?”

Dad asked Je rry , Linda and 
Randy if they had his screwdriver 
b u t no one said they did. Surely 
M other and baby Allen weren’t using 
th a t screwdriver, so who had it?

Dad needed the screwdriver to 
open a  can of blue pain t th a t w as for 
the porch rails. He w ent to get the 
p a in t “Now where is th a t other can 
of paint?” said Dad as he picked up 
one can. “I need two cans of paint for 
th is job and I know 1 bought two. 
W hat happened to the other can of 
paint?”

Again he asked each one of the 
children and not a  one said they had 
it or had used the can of paint. W hen 
Dad went to get his paintbrush and 
it w as m issing, he knew then th a t 
som eone had painted som ething 
somewhere.

Dad began to look around the 
garage, the yard, and the shed. Fi­
nally, he found all three things in the 
shed by Randy’s bicycle. Dad saw  
th a t Randy had opened the can w ith 
the screwdriver and had stirred  it 
like he had seen Dad do. Then he had 
dipped the b rush  into the paint and 
had tried to pain t his bicycle blue. 
Dad shook h is head as he saw  the 
pain t sm eared on the guard cover 
and bike chain. He was upset th a t 
Randy had done such a  thing and 
then lied about it all. Dad called 
Randy to the shed right away.

“Why did you take the paint w ith­
ou t asking me?” he asked Randy. 
“You m essed up your bike, w asted 
paint and then lied to me about it all. 
Why, Randy, why?”

Randy’s  face felt hot, h is hands

sweaty, and his eyes filled with tears 
as he looked a t h is bike. “I-I didn’t  
know w hat to do about it,” he stam ­
m ered. T didn’t  w ant to tell you 
because I knew you would be upset 
and ...and ...”

“And so you thought the bike was 
hid and I would never find it?” asked 
Dad. “Randy, you should have asked 
me first and I would have told you 
th a t spray paint works better to paint 
ab ike. Now your bike looks bad and 
my paintbrush h as dried pain t in it. 
W orst of all, you lied to me when I 
asked about the screwdriver and 
p a in t Randy, ifyou would have asked 
me first or even told me about the 
paint when 1 asked, I would not 
punish  you. But because you LIED 
to me, I will punish you. Never lie to 
me again. U nderstand?”

Randy did understand before he 
left th a t shed. —Sis. Connie Sorrell
QUESTIONS:
1. W here did God w ant Jonah to go?
2. W hat did God w ant Jonah  to tell 

the people in Nineveh?
3. Did Jonah  w ant to go to Nineveh?
4. Where was the ship going th a t 

Jonah got on?
5. Who sent the storm  out in the 

ocean?
6. Whose fault was it the storm  had 

come?
7. W hat happened when the sailors 

threw  Jonah  into the ocean?
8. How many days was Jonah  in the 

fish’s  belly?
9. W hat did Jonah do when he got 

out?
LE8SON TEXT: Jonah  1-3:3.

(Answers: 1. Nineveh. 2. To stop 
being bad. 3. No. 4. Tarshish.
5. God. 6. Jonah 's. 7. The storm  
stopped. 8. Three. 9. W ent to 
Nineveh like God said.)
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WHAT HAPPENED TO NINEVEH
God spoke to Jo n ah  the  second tim e. God said , “Go to Nineveh and say 

w hat I tell you to say.n
Jo n ah  got up and  w ent to Nineveh. The city w as veiy big and  it took him  

th ree days to go through it. Jo n ah  walked through the city for a  whole day, 
crying o u t to th e  people, “In forty days Nineveh will be destroyed!”

W hen the king of Nineveh heard  th is, he cam e down off h is throne. He 
took off h is fine robe and  p u t on sackcloth and  s a t in  ashes. He told all the 
people they m u st do the sam e thing. He told them  they could no t ea t b u t 
should pray to God.

The king said , “No one can  ea t or drink , no t even th e  anim als. Everyone 
m u st stop being bad. Maybe then  God will no t destroy u s .”

The people of Nineveh did a s  their king said . They believed w hat Jo n ah  
said  God would do. From  the sm allest person to the  biggest they stopped 
eating and  p u t on sackcloth.

God saw  how the people of Nineveh w ere sorry  and  had  stopped being 
bad. He decided no t to destroy them .

W hen Jo n ah  saw  th a t, it m ade him  angry. He prayed to God and said, 
HI knew th a t you would do th a t, God. T hat’s  why I w anted to ru n  away. I 
knew th a t you were a  m erciful God and wouldn’t  destroy Nineveh. J u s t let 
m e die then , Lord.”

God said  to Jonah , MShould you be angry?”
Jo n ah  w ent ou t of the  city and sa t under a  booth. He sa t there to w ait 

and  see w hat would happen to Nineveh.
God m ade a  vine to grow up by Jo n ah ’s  booth. H ie vine w as nice and 

shady. Jo n ah  w as very glad to have the vine.
Then, the next day, God m ade a  worm  ea t the vine. The vine died. Jo n ah  

did no t have the  shade anym ore. He got very hot and  angry. He said , T w ish 
to die.”

God said  to Jo n ah , "Should you be angry abou t the vine dying?”
Jo n ah  said , “Yes.”
God said , "You didn’t  w ant the vine to die. Should you be angry w ith Me 

because I didn’t  le t the  120,000 people in  Nineveh die?” —Jo an n a  Booher



...Thou a rt a  
gracious God, 
and merciful, 
slow to anger, 
and  of great 
kindness... 
Jonah  4:2.





Pretend Witchcraft
Jerry, Linda and Randy were play­

ing games w ith their cousins a t a  
family reunion. They were tired of 
playingchase and w anted som ething 
more exciting.

“Let's play a  H airy Potter gam e,” 
suggested Sarah. Several cousins 
cheered and began to pick who they 
w anted to be in the game. Je rry  
d idn 't cheer and he looked a t Linda 
who had kept quiet also. As the 
cousins began to organize the game, 
Jerry, Linda and Randy stood away 
from the group.

Soon Sarah  noticed. “Hey, Jerry , 
Linda, come and Join us! Don’t  you 
w ant to play?”

Jerry  shookhis head. "No, 1 th ink 
we will go and visit with the adu lts 
for a  while,” he replied.

“Oh, do you not like Harry Pot­
ter?” asked Sarah.

“W hat’s wrong with him  anyway?” 
Jerry  and Linda glanced a t each 
other. They knew w hat was wrong 
with the stories and games of Harry 
Potter b u t could they explain it so 
th a t Sarah would understand?

“We don’t  w ant to even pretend to 
practice w itchcraft,” said Jerry  to h is 
cousins. “Harry Potter is a  wizard 
and we don’t  w ant to act like him .” 
Sarah laughed. “My m other said we 
all have a  little b it of Harry Potter in 
us. All of u s feel like outcasts a t some 
time or other.”

“Oh, I find him rather adorable,” 
said another cousin. “He only does 
good magic to help him self or oth­
ers.”

Jerry  shook his head. “Sony, bu t 
we won’t play games about w itches 
or w izards. There really are evil 
w itches and wizards and we don’t 
w ant to be like them .”

Sarah shrugged. “Okay, if you all

don’t  w ant to play w ith us, you don 't 
have to .”

“W hatdoyou w ant to play, Jerry?” 
asked another cousin.

“We could play New Neighbors or 
Sw at,” said  Jerry . “Those are fun 
gam es.”

“How do you play Sw at?” some­
one asked. Soon Jerry  and Linda 
were explaining the game to the oth­
ers who decided it would be a  fun 
game to play.

Later, Sarah said to Jerry, “I’m 
glad you showed u s how to play 
Swat. It w as fun to  play. Really you 
two are good sports to play w ith.” 

In his heart, Je rry  thanked the 
Lord for giving him  courage to stand  
against pretend w itchcraft.

—Sis. Connie Sorrell
QUESTIONS:
1. Did Jonah  go to Nineveh like God 

told him?
2. W hat did Jonah  say would hap­

pen to Nineveh?
3. Did the king believe w hat Jonah  

said?
4. Who did the king say could not eat 

or drink?
5. W hat did the king tell the people 

to stop doing?
6. Did God w ant to destroy Nineveh 

when He saw them  being good?
7. Did Jonah  like it th a t God didn’t 

w ant to destroyNineveh anymore?
8. W hat did God make grow over 

Jonah?
9. Was Jonah sorry when the vine 

died?
lO.Shouldn’t we feel sorry when 

people die?

LESSON TEXT: Jonah  3, 4.

(Anwers: 1. Yes. 2. It would be 
destroyed. 3. Yes. 4. No person 
or anim al. 5. Being bad. 6. No. 
7. No. 8. Avine. 9. Yes. 10. Yes.)
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THE SAVIOUR OF SINNERS
In th e  beginning, Adam  an d  Eve disobeyed God. They sinned . God 

can n o t le t an y  sin n ers in to  heaven. All sin n ers will go to hell.
B u t, God prom ised th a t He w ould send  som eone to  save sin n ers so  

th ey  w on 't go to  hell.
Y ears ago, in  th e  lan d  o f Ju d e a , God se n t H is angel G abriel to  a  gill 

nam ed M ary. G abriel cam e to  M ary an d  sa id , “H ail, you a re  highly 
favoured an d  God h a s  b lessed  you m ore th an  a ll o th er w om en.”

M ary w ondered w h a t th e  angel w as going to  say .
G abriel sa id , uGod is  going to give you a  so n  an d  He will be G od's Own 

S on .”
M ary w as engaged to  a  m an nam ed Jo sep h . An angel cam e to Jo sep h  

and  said , "Your fiancee, Maxy, is  going to  have a  baby. The baby  Is God’s  
Son. He will save people from  th e ir s in s .”

The em peror, C aesar, com m anded all people to  go back  to th e  city  of 
th e ir ancesto rs. He sa id  they  m u st pay  th e ir taxes there.

Jo sep h  took M ary to  B ethlehem  to  pay  th e ir taxes. W hile they  w ere 
in  B ethlehem  th e  tim e cam e to have th e  baby. Jo sep h  looked an d  looked 
for a  place to  s ta y  b u t a ll th e  in n s w ere fu ll. Finally som eone le t them  stay  
in  a  bam .

M ary h ad  h e r baby  boy. She nam ed him  “J e su s ,” w rapped Him in  
long s trip s  of d o th , an d  laid  Him in  th e  trough  th a t the an im als a te  o u t 
of.

T h at n igh t, a n  angel cam e from  heaven and  su rp rised  som e shep ­
h erd s. Glory shone aro u n d  the  angel a s  It sa id , “I b ring  you glad new s. 
A baby Is bom  ton igh t w ho is a  Saviour. Go and  see th is  baby .”

A fter eigh t days, M ary and  Jo sep h  took little  Je su s  to  th e  tem ple. A 
m an  nam ed Sim eon cam e u p  to them . He took Je su s  o u t o f th e ir arm s 
and  held Him up . Sim eon said , “Lord, now  le t m e die because I have seen  
Your salvation , ju s t  a s  You prom ised I w ould.”

As Sim eon fin ished speaking, a  w om an nam ed A nna cam e u p  to 
them . She th an k ed  th e  Lord too. Then she w en t aw ay and  told o th er 
people ab o u t J e su s . S he told them  He w as th e  Redeem er.

—Jo a n n a  Booher







A  Great Picnic
"Let’s  have a  picnic!” M other said 

to  Dad one m om ing.”We don’t  have 
to go very far—ju s t into the woods 
behind ou r house.”

Je rry , L inda and  R andy a ll 
cheered b u t Dad frowned a t the idea. 
"Oh, th a t will take a  lot of tim e and 
I’m tired in the evening after work.”

"We will do all the work, Dad,” 
said Linda. “All you will have to do is 
s it down and eat it like you do in the 
kitchen.”

"I will have to walk a  long ways 
there and back. Would you be able to 
cany  me?” replied Dad w ith a  wink 
a t Linda.

"Oh, Dad, come on! You can ride 
the four-wheeler to  the pond in  the 
woods,” said Jerry . “It isn ’t th a t far!”

Dad let out a  mock sigh. "I guess 
I’m out num bered on th is decision. 
J u s t rem em ber to keep the prom ises 
you made about not working and 
riding there.”

While Dad w as a t work. M other 
fried chicken and baked beans, Linda 
m ade potato salad, Je rry  peeled ca r­
ro ts and m ade a  vegetable tray, and 
Randy fixed the lem onade. Allen w as 
a  happy baby and didn’t  stop the 
others from their work.

Finally, Dad cam e home to find 
supper already packed in the lunch 
basket and all the family ready for 
the picnic. They loaded things onto 
the four>wheeler and Dad drove it to 
the pond in the woods.

M other spread ou t her red check­
ered tablecloth and se t the basket in 
the  cen ter. The fam ily gathered 
around w ith paper plates and plastic 
forks in their clean hands.

"Let u s  bow our heads before the 
Lord,” said Dad. A quiet hush  came 
over the family as Dad thanked the 
Lord for the food, his family, good 
health, and for the freedom to wor­

ship God in  tru th .
After prayer M other said, “Today 

I read a  letter w ritten by a  m an in 
Afghanistan. He heard th a t Je su s  
taugh t love and th a t w as new to him  
who only learned about w ar in  the 
Muslim religion. He asked about th is 
love of Je su s’ and w as giventhe book 
of Jo h n  from  the New T estam ent It 
touched his heart when he read John 
14:6 where Je su s said: *1 am  the way, 
the tru th , and the life: no m an cometh 
to the Father b u t by m e.’ This m an 
got saved. Then his wife and children 
w anted to know about th is love, and 
they got saved too. Now he said there 
isno more fighting and beating in his 
home, b u t the love of Jesu s has 
m ade a  sweet difference. It is the love 
of God th a t brings happiness and 
peace. —Sis. Connie Sorrell

QUESTIONS:
1. Why do people go to hell?
2. Does God w ant people to go to 

hell?
3. Whose son was the baby th at Mary 

was going to have?
4. W hat did the angel tell Joseph 

th a t th is baby would do?
5. Where did Mary and Joseph go to 

pay taxes?
6. W here was Mary’s  baby bom ?
7. Who did the angel tell the shep­

herds th at the baby was?
8. Who did Simeon say Jesu s was?
9. Who did Anna say Jesu s w as?

LESSON TEXT: M att. 1:20,21, Luke 
1:26-35, 2:1-11, 21-38.

(Answers: 1. Because they sin. 
2. No. 3. God’s  Son. 4. Save 
peop le from  th e ir  s in s . 
5. Bethlehem. 6. In a  bam . 7. A 
Saviour. 8. The Lord’s  Salvation. 
9. The Redeemer.)
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GOD'S SON GROWS UP
G od s e n t H is Son, J e su s , to  e a rth  a s  a  b aby  boy. G od m ade M ary 

h is  m o th er a n d  Jo sep h  h is  ea rth ly  fa th e r.
Jo sep h  a n d  M ary w ere n o t rich . T hey d id  n o t have very m u ch  m oney 

for buy ing  th in g s. Jo sep h  w as a  ca rp en te r in  th e  tow n o f N azareth .
M ary a n d  Jo sep h  took  ca re  of th e ir little  boy. J e s u s  grew  bigger a n d  

bigger. He tu rn e d  tw o y ea rs  old, h e  tu rn e d  eigh t y ea rs  old. God’s  grace 
w as on  h im  a n d  God gave H im  w isdom .

Every y ea r a ll th e  Jew s cam e to  Je ru sa le m  to  ce leb ra te  th e  
Passover. A t th e  P assover th e  Jew s rem em bered  how  G od b ro u g h t a ll 
th e  Israe lites o u t o f E gypt long ago. W hen J e s u s  w as tw elve y ea rs old, 
M ary a n d  Jo sep h  took  H im  to  Je ru sa le m  for th e  Passover.

W hen th e  P assover w as over, M aiy a n d  Jo sep h  s ta rte d  hom e. J e su s  
w as n o t w ith  th em  b u t th ey  th o u g h t H e w as com ing w ith  th e ir friends. 
T h a t n ig h t J e s u s  d id  n o t com e to  them . M aiy a n d  Jo sep h  d id  n o t know  
w here He w as. They s ta r te d  looking fo r Him . They ask ed  th e ir friends 
if  J e s u s  w as w ith  them . T heir friends sa id  th a t He w asn 't.

M ary a n d  Jo sep h  tu rn e d  a ro u n d  a n d  w ent b ack  to  Je ru sa lem , 
looking for J e s u s  on  th e  w ay. A fter th re e  days th ey  found  Him . J e s u s  
w as in  th e  tem ple w ith  th e  teach e rs a n d  docto rs. H e w as ask in g  th em  
q u estio n s a n d  answ ering  th e ir  q u estio n s. Everyone w ho h e a rd  H im  
w as am azed  a t  w h at J e s u s  sa id . J e s u s  w as very  w ise.

M ary sa id  to  J e su s , "Son, don’t  You know  th a t w e have b een  looking 
for You? W e have b een  w orried .”

J  e su s  sa id  to  them , "Why d id n 't you know  w here 1 w as? D idn 't you 
know  I m u s t b e  doing m y F a th e r's  b u sin ess?"

M ary a n d  Jo sep h  d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  w hy J e s u s  sa id  th a t.
J  e su s  w en t b a c k  to  N azareth  w ith  H is p a re n ts  a n d  obeyed them . H is 

m o th er th o u g h t a b o u t a ll th e  th in g s sh e  h a d  b een  to ld  a b o u t h e r son . 
J e s u s  grew  o lder a n d  w iser. O ther people lik ed  H im  a n d  so  d id  H is 
fa th e r, God. —Jo a n n a  B ooher



Wist ye not that I 
m ust be about my 
Father's business? 

Luke 2:49.





Camp Talk
Je rry  and  h is fam ily w ere cam p­

ing  in  a  te n t by a b ig lak e  w here the 
fam ily liked  to  go b o a t rid ing . 
Though Je rry , L inda and  R andy 
knew  how to  swim , Dad alw ays 
in sisted  th a t they  have life jack ets 
on w hen they w ent o u t in  the b o a t 
M other cooked su c h  w onderful 
m eals on th e  propane cookstove 
and  in  the  evenings w hen they  were 
all tired  from  play, M other w ould 
read  to them  by  lan te rn  lig h t Oh, it  
w as so awesom e to be a  d o se  fam ily 
by  the lake!

B oaters from  th e  o ther side of 
the  lake would som etim es come by 
th e ir cam p and  d istu rb  th e ir peace. 
The fam ily w as glad w hen these 
in tru d ers would leave.

T  w ish people would leave m ore 
d o th es on when they  go boating,” 
said  Je rry  a t th e  picnic table. “Som e 
people look like h eathens w ith ta t­
toos all over th e ir bodies and  rings 
stuck  here  and  there .”

“I saw  som eone w ith purp le h a ir 
today!" said  Randy. “He h ad  earings 
on and  one ring  by h is  eyebrow. He 
looked like a  dow n!”

Everyone laughed, th en  Dad 
sa id , “I t is  realty  sad  how people are 
ru in ing  th e ir bodies th is  way. T at­
toos and  body piercings are  old 
custom s th a t God told M oses to 
w arn the  C hildren of Israel a g a in s t 
(Lev. 19:28.) We don’t  m ark  o u r 
bodies like slaves to  sin , b u t we 
bdong  to  God and  a re  free.”

“O ur bodies are  the  tem ple of 
God, aren’t  they, Dad?” asked Linda.

“Yes,” agreed D ad. “We don’t  
defile o r m istrea t o u r bodies be­
cause God’s  w ants H is Tem ple kep t 
clean an d  pu re .” R andy nodded. 
“We don 't d rink  beer o r liquor o r

sm oke cigarettes o r p u t d rugs in to  
o u r bodies e ither do we. Dad?” 

“You’re  r ig h t” said  D ad. “We are  
careful to  e a t good food and  only 
d rin k  healthy  d rin k s th a t bu ild  
strong  bodies. T hen we will have 
streng th  and  ab ility  to  serve God.” 

“W hat ab o u t o u r m inds?” asked 
M other. “Should we be careful w hat 
we see and  le t o u r m inds th ink?” 

“I should  say  so!” declared D ad. 
“W hen we seepeople w ith little cloth­
ing  on, let’s  tu rn  o u r heads and  
p ray  for them . They need to  learn  
th e  ’ABC’s* M other and  I have tried  
to  teach  you all: A fear and reverance 
to  God; B etter care for th e ir bodies; 
C onsideration o r respectfo r o thers. 
If you children will d ress m odestly 
and  keep your m inds pu re, God will 
be able to  u se  you in  H is Kingdom.” 

—Sis. Connie Sorrell

QUESTIONS:
1. W here did God send  His Son?
2. Who did God m ake Je su s’ earthly 

paren ts?
3. Were Mary and  Joseph  rich?
4. W as Je su s  ever a  little boy?
5. W here did Je su s’ paren ts take 

Him w hen He w as twelve?
6. W here did M ary and  Joseph  find 

Je su s  after three days?
7. Why were the people who heard 

Je su s  am azed?
8. W hose business did Je su s  th ink  

He should be doing?
9 . Did Je su s  obey His parents?

L&88ON TEXT: Luke 2:39-52.

(Answers: 1. E arth . 2. Mary and  
J o s e p h . 3 . No. 4 . Y es. 
5. Jerusalem . 6. In the tem ple.
7. B ecause He w as so w ise.
8, His Father’s . 9. Yes.)
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THE PREACHER IN THE DESERT
There w as a  m an nam ed Jo h n  who lived In th e  d e se rt He wore clothes 

m ade of cam el h a ir and  a te  locusts and  wild honey. Jo h n  w as the son  of 
a  p riest and  God w as w ith Jo h n .

Jo h n  preached to th e  people who cam e to see him . He said , “R epent of 
the  bad  th ings you have done. Do good instead . The Lord is  com ing soon. 
W hoever does n o t do good will be destroyed.**

The people said  to Jo h n , “W hat shall we do then?*
Jo h n  said , “W hoever h as two coats, he should give one to  som eone who 

doesn’t  have any.”
The tax  collectors cam e to Jo h n  and  said , “W hat should we do?"
Jo h n  said , “Only tax  people as m uch m oney as you are  supposed to."
The soldiers cam e to Jo h n  and  said , “W hat should  we do?"
Jo h n  said , “Don’t  be m ean to people. And be conten t w ith w hat you get 

paid."
Jo h n  baptized m any people who repented of th e  bad th ings they did. 

The people w ondered, “Is Jo h n  the Saviour?"
Jo h n  said  to them , “I baptize you w ith w ater, b u t Som eone is coming 

after me who will baptize you w ith the Holy Spirit. He is m uch greater th an  
me."

Je su s  w as abou t th irty  years old now. He cam e to  h ear John . Je su s  had 
done nothing wrong to repen t of b u t He w anted to be baptized.

Jo h n  said  to Je su s , “I should  be baptized by You."
Je su s  said  to him , “Baptize Me anyway. I should  be baptized too.”
So Jo h n  baptized Je su s . As Je su s  cam e ou t of the w ater the  shy opened. 

Jo h n  saw  a  dove come down ou t of the shy and land on Je su s . A voice from  
heaven said , “This is m y beloved Son. I am  very pleased w ith Him."

After th is the Holy S p irit told Je su s  to go away into the desert. Je su s  
did not ea t while He w as in  the  desert. He w anted to be closer to God, His 
Father.

The devil cam e to ta lk  to Je su s  in  the desert. He tried to get Je su s  to 
do som ething bad . B ut Je su s  would no t obey the devil.

After th a t God blessed His Son, Je su s , and  gave Him great power.
—Jo an n a  Booher





ing forth.. .fruits worthy of 
repentance... Luke 3:8.



Methu and His Family
(A true stoiy.)

In the countries of Afganistan, 
Pakistan and Indonesia m any Chris- 
tians are persecuted by Muslim war­
riors who are fighting Jihad . These 
deceived w arriors believe th a t Allah, 
their god, will reward diem  if they 
make every one become a  Muslim. It 
is sad  th a t the Muslim or Islamic 
religion is spreading so fast in our 
world today. People do not join be­
cause of “love” b u t they are forced to 
obey the Koran, which was w ritten by 
M uham m ad, th e ir  p rocla im ed  
prophet

Methu and several other m en tried 
to protect their village one afternoon 
when Muslim warriors circled around 
them . All afternoon the battle waged 
until 6:00 when the warriors broke 
through the family m en’s  circle. The 
Muslims se t fire to every house along 
the way to the chapel.

H ie village people ran  into the 
jungle to hide. Some didn’t  m ake it 
and their scream s m ade the others 
push deeper into the jungle. M ethu 
took his wife, mother, son and daugh­
ter into the jungle. While they rested 
a  moment, his m other said, “I feel we 
m ust pray to God for help! I am afraid 
death is near for us! Let u s pray!”The 
entire family did pray to Jesu s C hrist 
and  con tinued  praying as they 
pressed deeper into the jungle.

Suddenly, a  large num ber of Mus­
lim w arriors stood in front of the 
family. M ethu wanted to protect his 
family b u t the m en pulled him away 
and beat him. Later, he found his 
m other and son, Christlen, both dead. 
His daughter and wife had been kid­
napped. M ethu s it down on the 
ground and cried. He cried for his 
loved ones and he begged God to give 
him  strength to find h is wife and 
daughter. In time the Lord brought

M ethu and five friends to an  island 
where he saw  his wife and daughter. 
He b u rst into tears when he saw 
them —h e w as so happy. The M us­
lims took M ethu and h is friends to a  
guard post where they were told:Tf 
you will forsake th is Je su s  and be a 
Muslim, you can have your wife and 
daughter back.”

This was aterrib le blow to Methu! 
He loved his family b u t he feared God 
and loved Jesu s C h rist life  or death 
would be m iserable w ithout Jesus! 
He prayed w ith his friends who were 
also C hristians, and then he chose 
Je su s over joining the Muslims and 
having his wife.

The Jihad  leaders allowed M ethu 
to see h is wife and Christlen to tell 
them  he had chosen Jesu s. His wife 
understood and told him to be brave. 
Some day their living God would work 
a  m iracle for them .

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
fTo be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. Was John  rich?
2. Was God with John?
3. W hat did John  tell people to  do?
4. Who did John  say was coming?
5. W hat did John  do to the people 

who repented?
6. W hat did Jesus w ant John  to do 

to Him?
7. W hat did the voice from heaven 

say?
8. Did Jesus obey the devil?
9. W hat did God give to Jesus?

LESSON TEXT: M att. 3:13-17; Luke 
3:2-23, 4:1-14.

(Answers: 1. No. 2. Yes. 3. Re­
pent and do good. 4. The Lord. 
5. Baptized them. 6. Baptize him. 
7. “This is my beloved Son. 1 am 
pleasedw ithhim .”8. No. 9. Great 
power.)
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JESUS’DISCIPLES
John baptized people in  the Jordan River. One day he looked up and saw Jesus 

coming. John said, “This is the Lamb of God that w ill take away people’s sins.” 
Tw oof John’s disciples heard John say this. They followed Jesus. Jesus said to them, 

“W hat are you looking for?”
They said, “M aster, where do You live?”
Jesus said, “Come and see.”
The disciples went and saw where Jesus lived. It was getting late so they stayed the 

night with Him.
One o f the disciples was named Andrew. The next day, Andrew went and found his 

brother, Simon. Andrew said to Simon, “We have found the M essiah, the One who was 
prom ised by God to help us.”

Andrew brought Simon to  Jesus. Jesus said to Simon, “You w ill be called Peter 
now.”

The next day Jesus found Philip. Jesus said to  him , “Follow M e.”
Philip found Nathanael. He said to  him , “We have found the One who was 

promised.”
W hen Jesus saw Nathanael He said, “This is an Israelite who is very honest!” 
Nathanael said to Jesus, “How do You know me?”
Jesus said, “Before Philip found you, 1 saw you under the tree.”
Nathanael said, ‘M aster, You are the Son o f God.”
These men became Jesus’ disciples. They went to a wedding a t Cana o f Galilee. 

Jesus* mother was there too. She said to  Jesus, “The guests have run out o f wine to 
drink.”

Jesus said, “Woman, My tim e has not come y e t”
Jesus’ mother told the servants, “If Jesus tells you to do anything, do it.”
Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the wine jars w ith water.”
The servants filled the ja rs up to  their brims.
Jesus said, “Pour out some o f it now and take it to the ruler o f this wedding.”
The servants did. W hen the ruler tasted the water, it was not water. Jesus had turned 

it into wine! The ruler did not know this. A ll he knew was that this wine tasted very good. 
W hen Jesus’ disciples saw this m iracle, they believed in Him. —Joanna Booher





irophets, did write, Jesus... j



Staying With Jesus
(Continued from  la s t week.)
M ethu chose to  live for Je su s  

in stead  of becom ing a  M uslim  and  
getting h is  wife and  daugh ter back. 
After he m ade th is  decision, the  
M uslim  leaders le t him  see h is fam ­
ily for a  sh o rt while before he h ad  to  
leave them .

It w as veiy  h ard  for M ethu to 
leave Adel, h is  wife, and  C hristien, 
h is  daughter, b u t he believed God 
would w ork a  m iracle for them . 
After he k issed  them , th e  w arriors 
forced M ethu and h is  five friends to  
leave the island.

M ethu prayed every w akinghour 
for Adel and  C hristien. He could n o t 
p ro tect them  b u t he knew  God 
could. Adel w as a  faithful C hristian  
who prayed also. In order to  save 
h e r life and  h e r daughter's, Adel 
w as forced to live w ith a  M uslim  
m an and  h is  family.

Adel w rote M ethu a  le tte r and 
told him  she still loved him  and  w as 
praying for a  m iracle th a t they would 
be united  again a s  a  husband  and 
wife. H ie  M uslim  w arriors had  b ro­
ken them  a p a rt because M ethu and 
Adel were C hristians, b u t in  th e ir 
h ea rts, they  still loved each other. 
God w anted th is husband  and wife 
back together, also.

In th e  spring of 2001, Adel w as 
able to  escape the M uslim  cap tors 
and  secretly  go back  to  th e ir hom e 
village o f M anado. M ethu w as so 
happy! He hugged and  kissed  h is 
wife for a  long tim e, th en  he asked, 
“W here is  C hristien?

Adel replied. “She w anted m e to 
escape though she w as n o tab le  to .”

Right away M ethu m ade p lans 
to rescue h is daughter. He loved 
h e r and  did n o t w ant h e r to m arry

a  M uslim  m an. The first tim e he 
tried  to  rescue her, th ings did n o t 
go well, b u t M ethu did n o t give up . 
He prayed and  he asked  m any o th er 
C hristians to p ray  th a t h e  would 
get h is daugh ter back  hom e.

h i Ju ly , C hristians an d  M us­
lim s w ere gathering in  the village of 
D am ato talk . In su ch  a large crowd, 
no one noticed M ethu quietly  sneak  
h is  daugh ter o u t of the  gathering. 
The two of them  ran  to a  departing  
b o a t an d  escaped!

C hristien  w as free! God had  
worked a  m iracle for M ethuand h is 
family! M ethu and  h is fam ily p ray  
for continued protection and  they  
p ray  for the  M uslim  w arriors th a t 
caused  them  so  m uch harm . They 
know  i t  is  b e tte r to  tru s t God and  
believe in  Je su s  C hrist th an  to  give 
In to  evil doers. —Sis. Connie Sorrell 

(The end.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did Jo h n  say  Je su s  w as?
2. W hat did Jo h n  say  Je su s  would 

do?
3. W hat did Jo h n ’s  disciples do?
4. W ho did Andrew bring  to  Je su s?
5. W hat did Je su s  nam e Sim on?
6. W ho did Philip bring to Je su s?
7. Did N athanael believe Je su s  w as 

the  Son of God?
8. W hat did Je su s  change w ater 

in to?
9. Did Jesus* disciples believe in  

Him after they  saw  th is?

LESSON TEXT: Jo h n  1:29-51.

(Answers: 1. The Lamb of God.
2. Take away people's sin s.
3 . Followed Je su s . 4 . Sim on. 
5 . Peter. 6. N athanael. 7 . Yes. 
8 . W ine. 9 . Yes.)
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THE FAME OF JESUS
Je su s  w ent down to  C apernaum  w ith h is m other and  b ro thers and  H is 

disciples. He w ent in to  the chu rches an d  preached to  the people. He said , 
“God prom ised to  send som eone to  help  you. The tim e h a s  come now. 
R epent and  believe th is good new s.”

The people w ere am azed a t  w hat He said.
In one of the churches there w as a  m an who h ad  a  devil in  him . The 

devil inside the m an cried ou t, “Go aw ay from  u s , Je su s . I know  who You 
are . You a re  the Holy One of God!”

Je su s  said  to  the devil, “Be qu iet and  come o u t of th a t m an .”
The devil cam e o u t of the m an. The people w ho saw  th is w ere am azed. 

They said , “W hat kind o f m an is  th is  Je su s?  He can  tell th e  devils w hat 
to  do and  they  obey Him.”

Je su s  and  His disciples w ent to  Sim on and  Andrew’s  house. Sim on’s 
wife’s  m other w as very sick . She had  a  fever. J e su s  cam e to  h e r and  took 
h e r by th e  hand . He lifted h e r up  and  h e r fever w ent away.

T hat n igh t m any people in  the city  cam e to  the  door o f Sim on’s  house. 
They were sick  o r had  devils in  them . Je su s  cam e o u t and  healed each one 
of them .

The nex t m orning, a  long tim e before the su n  cam e up , J e su s  w ent ou t 
of th e  city. He w ent to  a  qu iet place to  p ray  to  God, H is F ather.

Je su s’ disciples cam e and  found Him, They said , “Everyone is  looking 
for You.”

Je su s  said  to  them , “I m u st go and  preach  in  o ther cities too. T h at is 
w hy I am  here.”

A m an who had  leprosy cam e to Je su s . The leper said  to  Him, “If You 
will, You can  m ake m y leprosy go aw ay.”

Je su s  felt so n y  for th e  leper. He said  to  him , Tw ill, yourleprosy isgone 
now. B ut, do n o t tell anyone th a t I m ade you well.”

The m an felt he ju s t had  to tell people. He told so m any people th a t 
Je su s  could n o t easily w alk in to  the city  anym ore. If He cam e in to  d ie  city  
i t  caused a  traffic jam  of people. So Je su s  stayed in  the d esert places m ore 
often and  le t the  people com e o u t to  Him. --Jo a n n a  Booher



And he healed many that v 
cast out many c



sk of divers diseases and
.. Mark 1:34. c



The Boiling Water 
Accident

Tommy lived in  a  sm all a p a rt' 
m ent with his sister in a  big city. He 
had  never known h is dad, and h is 
m other died when he w as five, so Eva 
worked long horns a t a  factory to 
keep their apartm ent and buy food.

Eva w as a t work the day Tommy 
tried to m ake m acaroni and cheese 
for lunch. As he lifted the pan of 
boiling w ater from the stove, he acci­
dentally spilled th a t w ater on h is face 
and hand.

With scream s of pain, Tommy 
staggered to the kitchen sink  and 
tried to cool h is face with tap  water. 
He passed ou t from the pain and 
later h is sister found him  lying on the 
floor In misery.

"Oh, Tommy!" she cried as she 
lifted him  into her lap. "You have 
m elted the skin  on your face! Here, I 
have some salve th a t should help it.”

Eva cleaned and dressed Tommy’s 
bum s as best as she could. "It looks 
really bad,” she said, "but we will 
pray th a t Jesu s will heal i t  I don’t 
have any money to pay for a  hospital 
v is it so, Tommy, you stay  in  the 
apartm ent and don’t go out for a  few 
days. We don’t  w ant the  neighbors to 
see your face and hand so ugly.”

Tommy nodded. He did not feel 
like going anywhere so Eva’s  instruc­
tions sounded okay to him  a t th a t 
m om ent Acouple days later. Tommy 
felt better and he w as bored while 
Eva was a t work. He w ent to the front 
door and opened i t

Looking down the hall, Tommy 
could see the elevator. If he ju s t took 
a  ride in the elevator one tim e, th a t 
shou ldn’t  do any harm . Tommy 
slipped through the doorway, sh u t 
the door, and dashed down the hall 
to the elevator.

Tommy pressed the up  button.

DING! Rang the elevator! Its doors 
slid open. Tommy was relieved to find 
the little box room empty. He stepped 
inside and the elevator doors slid 
s h u t Tommy pressed num ber 13, 
and felt the elevator climb up, up, up 
to the top floor.

Suddenly, the elevator jerked to a  
stop on floor 9. The doors slid open 
and a  m other and daughter stepped 
forward. Then the little girl saw  
Tommy. She pointed a t him  and 
scream ed, “Ah-h-h! There’s  an  ugly 
monkey in there!”

G uilt and  sham e sw ept over 
Tommy because he had disobeyed 
Eva, and now he w as in  trouble.

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
(To be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS
1. W hat did Je su s preach to the 

people?
2. W hat did the m an in  the church 

have in him?
3. Did Jesu s m ake the devil go out of 

the m an?
4. How did the people feel when they 

saw that?
5. W hat did Jesu s do for Simon’s 

wife’s  m other?
6. W hat did Jesu s do for the people 

who came to Simon’s  house?
7. W hat did Jesu s do out in the quiet 

place?
8. W hat did Jesu s do for the leper?
9. Did people w ant to see Jesus?

LE8SONTEXT: Matt. 4:14-17; Mark 
1:14-15, 21-45; Luke 4:33-44; John  
2:12.

(Answers: 1. R epent 2. A devil. 
3. Yes. 4. Amazed. 5. Healed 
her. 6. Healed them . 7. Prayed 
to God, His Father. 8. Made him 
well. 9. Yes.)
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WHO WILL BELIEVE IN JESUS?
Je su s  w ent to N azareth, w here He h ad  grown up . He w ent in to  the 

church  and  stood u p  to read th e  S crip tures. Everyone w as looking a t Him. 
They w anted to h ea r w hat He would say.

They said  to each other, “Isn’t  th is  th e  carpen ter’s  son?” They did n o t 
believe th a t Je su s  could be God’s  Son.

Je su s  said  to them , “You have probably heard  how  I have healed 
people and  c a s t o u t devils. You probably w ant Me to  show  you w hat I can  
do. B u t I know  th a t you will n o t believe in  Me. A prophet is  n o t believed 
by h is  own people.”

W hen the  people in  the church  heard  th a t  they  becam e very angry. 
They took Je su s  o u t of the church  and  carried  Him to the top o f a  hill. They 
w anted to throw  Him off the top of the h ill. B u t Je su s  w alked rig h t through 
the m iddle of them  and w ent away.

There w as a  m an nam ed Nicodemus who w as a  ru le r of the  Jew s. 
Nicodemus cam e to Je su s  in  the n igh t to  ta lk  to Him.

Nicodemus said  to Je su s , “M aster, we know  th a t God se n t YoU. No one 
can  heal people and  c a st o u t devils u n less God is  w ith h im .”

Je su s  said  to Nicodem us, “You m u st be bom  again if you w ant to  go 
to heaven and  see God.”

Nicodemus said , “How can  I be bom  again? Can I becom e a  baby and  
be bom  again?”

Je su s  said , “Your sp irit m u st be bom  again. Your sp irit is  the p a rt of 
you th a t you can’t  see. It’s  like the w ind th a t we can’t  see b u t we know it’s  
there. Your sp irit m u st be m ade new  and  clean if you w ant to go to 
heaven.”

Nicodem us said , “How can  th is happen?"
Je su s  said , “Believe in  Me. God loved the  world so m uch th a t He gave 

H is only begotten Son. And whoever believes in  Him will n o t die b u t have 
everlasting life in  Heaven. God did n o t send  H is Son in to  the  world to send 
people to hell. People were going to  hell already. God se n t h is  Son in to  the 
world to save people from  hell and m ake them  able to go to heaven.”

—Jo a n n a  Booher



*



That whosoever 
beUeveth in him 

should not perish 
but have eternal 
life. John 3:15.



Caring Advice
(Continued from  la s t week.)
Tom m y's burned  free  and  hand  

caused  o th er children to  s ta re  a t 
him , sh u n  him , o r w orse yet, tease 
him . He did n o tw an t to  go to  school, 
b u t h is b ig sister, Eva, in sisted  he 
needed an  education.

One day  he pretended to a ttend  
school, b u t w ent to  a b ig  tru ck  stop  
in stead . There he found a  com er 
booth and  listened  to  the  truckers 
talk .

“W hen I grow  u p ,” th o u g h t 
Tommy, “I w an t to  be a  trucker.”

“Hey, bud , aren ’t  you a  little  
young to  be o u t of school righ t 
now?” asked  a  slim , well-groomed 
tru ck er a s  he sa t down across from  
Tommy.

“I-I have today off,” Tommy lied.
“Oh, you do?” asked the  tru ck er 

raising  h is  eyebrow. “W hat is  the 
holiday your school is  celebrating?”

NowTommy had lied once so he 
h ad  to lie again to cover h is first lie. 
“I th in k  i t  is  Holy S a in t Patrick’s  
D ay,” replied Tommy. The tru ck er 
laughed and  said , “You’re  quite a  
monkey!”

Tommy becam e in stan tly  an ­
gry. “You have no b usiness calling 
m e nam es!” he shouted.

“Ah, bud , don’t  ge t so  ruffled 
u p ,” rep lied  th e  sm ooth-talk ing  
trucker. “I w as a  boy once too, you 
know, an d  everybody called m e 
chicken legs b ecause  I w as so 
skinny.”

“You didn’t  like i t  e ither, did 
you?”

“No, I didn’t,” agreed the trucker. 
“I do have to  say  I have long legs, 
b u t did n o t like the  nam e calling. 
Are you having th a t sam e problem  
a t school, bud?”

Tommy didn’t  reply.
The trucker leaned over the  table 

and  looked Tom my in  the  eyes. 
“Take m y advice, bud . Ignore those 
thoughtless nam e callers and  get 
your education. God created  you 
special so  do som ething good w ith 
your life no  m atter w hat fools say  to 
you. U nderstand?”

Tommy nodded. “Good,” contin­
ued  th e  trucker. T  got to  go now bu t 
you rem em ber w hat I sa id .”

After th e  tru ck er left. Tommy 
sighed deeply. T hen he slid  o u t of 
the  booth and w ent hom e to  th in k  
ab o u t w hat the tru ck er had  said .

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
(To be continued nex t week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. Where did Je su s grow up?
2. Did the people in Nazareth believe 

th a t Jesu s could be God’s  Son?
3. Did Jesu s know they did not be­

lieve in Him?
4. W hat happened when Jesu s told 

them  He knew they did not believe 
in Him?

5. Did the people throw Jesu s off a  
hill?

6. Who came to talk  to  Jesu s a t 
night?

7. W hat did Jesu s say Nicodemus 
had to do to see God?

8. W hat part of you has to be bom  
again?

9. Who do we have to believe in to go 
to heaven?

LESSON TEXT: Luke 4:16-30; John  
3:1-21.

(Answers: 1. Nazareth. 2. No.
3. Yes. 4. They got angiy. 5. No.
6. Nicodemus. 7. Be bom  again. 

I 8. Your sp irit 9. Jesu s.)______
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FOLLOWERS OF JESUS
One day Je su s  was preaching by the lake. The people kept hying to get 

closer and closer to  hear.
Je su s got into Simon Peter’s  boat and asked him  to push  it ou t a  little 

from the shore. Je su s sa t down and taugh t the people from the boat.
After Je su s was done preaching He said  to Peter, “Let’s  go ou t into the 

lake so you can throw your nets ou t to fish.”
Peter said, “M aster, we have fished all night and didn’t  catch anything. 

But, since you say so, w ell do it.”
They w ent ou t into the lake and threw  their nets over the side. Suddenly 

there w as a  bunch of fish in the net. There were so m any fish th a t the net 
started  to break. Peter called for his partners, Jam es and John , to come help 
him.

Jam es and John  came and helped pull the net of fishes into both boats. 
There were so m any fish th a t the boats were about to sink.

Simon Peter was amazed a t how m any fish they had cau g h t Jam es and 
John  were too. Peter fell down on his knees in front of Jesu s. He said, “Go 
away from me, Lord. I am  a  bad m an.”

Jesu s said to him, “Don’t be afraid. From now on you will catch m en 
instead of fish.”

Peter, Jam es and Jo h n  brought their boats to the shore. Then they left 
their boats and nets and followed Jesu s.

Je su s  walked p ast a  tax  collector. His name was M atthew. Je su s  said to 
him , “Follow Me.”

M atthew got up  and followed Jesu s. M atthew asked Je su s  to come to his 
house to eat.

As Je su s ate  with M atthew and h is friends, o ther people said, “Why is 
Je su s  eating w ith bad people?”

W hen Je su s  heard th is He said, “Well people don’t  need help. Sick people 
do."

Je su s  had m any people who followed Him. B u t after praying to God, He 
chose twelve m en to stay  w ith Him. He called them  Apostles. They were: 
Peter and Andrew, Jam es and John , Philip and N athanael, M atthew and 
Thom as, Jam es the son ofAlpheus and h is brother Ju d as, Simon and Ju d as 
Isca rio t —Joanna Booher







God Sees The Heart
(Continued from las t week.)
Eva w atched her young brother 

sta re  into space while h is breakfast 
cereal becam e soggy in  the milk. 
“W hat is wrong, Tommy?” she asked 
quietly.

Tommy jum ped. “Oh, nothing,” 
he mumbled, looking down a t h is 
bowl of Cheerios.

“Are you  hav ing  tro u b le  a t 
school?” asked Eva. She patted his 
scarred hand. “I wish the children a t 
school could see w hat a  caring, 
thoughtful boy you are. Outward 
looks aren’t  as  im portant as w hat is 
in the inside, Tommy.”

“Oh, yeah?” Tommy blurted out. 
“Well, tell the guys atschool th a t and 
see if they listen! You aren’t  the one 
called ‘monkey face’ by everyone who 
sees you! It’s  easy for you to say, 
‘Don’t worry about your looks,’when 
you aren’t  ugly and told so every 
where you go!”

Tommy stood up. “I’m not hun­
gry. I got to go."

Eva grabbed Tommy to give him  
a hug b u t he pushed her away. “You 
don’t  understand ,” he complained. 
“I don’t m ean to h u rt your feelings— 
you’re a  great sis—b u t there’s  no 
hope for me and I’m sorry I’m such a 
problem ...."

“Tommy, stop!" interrupted Eva. 
“I may not understand b u t Jesu s 
does. Let’s  pray like M other and Dad 
taught u s to do. Je su s can work 
things out for you. He has helped u s 
so m uch since M other and Dad died. 
Give Jesu s a  chance...."

“Don’t  talk  to me any more about 
Jesus!" retorted Tommy. "He is okay 
for you b u t He doesn’t care a  flip 
about me—I'm too ugly even for Jesu s 
to love....”

“That’s not true, Tommy!” cried 
Eva. “Je su s  looks a t your heart not

your free. He has a  p lan for you. J u s t 
give Him a  chance....”

“There you are talking about 
chances again!” exclaimed Tommy. 
“I th ink  I’ve given Je su s  plenty of 
chances to change my free. He could 
have even stopped me from pouring 
th a t ho t w ater on my free when I w as 
younger b u t He didn’t! Thanks for 
your help, sis, b u t don’t  talk  to me 
about Jesus!”

W ith those words, Tommy sh u t 
the back door behind him, leaving 
Eva alone. She w ent to her bedroom 
and knelt beside h er bed. “Dear Fa­
th er up  in heaven, please have mercy 
on Tommy and forgive him  for w hat 
he said. Please work a  m iracle for 
him  on h is heart and h is free.”

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
(To be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did Jesu s get into to preach 

by the lake?
2. W hat did Jesu s tell Peter to throw 

o u t into the lake to fish?
3. Did Peter w ant to do it?
4. Did Peter catch any fish when he 

threw his net out?
5. W hat happened to the boats when 

they pulled the fish in?
6. W hatdidJesustellPeterhew ould 

catch now?
7. W hat was Matthew?
8. Did Jesu s w ant tax  collectors to 

follow Him?
9. How many apostles did Jesu s 

choose?

LE88ON TEXT: Mark 2:13-17; Luke 
5:1-11, 6:12-16.

(Answers: 1. Peter’s  b o a t 2. His 
net. 3. No. 4. Yes. 5. They were 
about to sink. 6. Men. 7. A tax 
collector. 8. Yes. 9. Twelve.)
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HOW DID JESUS DO THAT?
Je su s  cam e to C apernaum  again . W hen th e  people heard  He w as 

th ere  they  cam e to  h e a r Him. They crow ded Into  th e  house w here J e su s  
w as.

Pour m en cam e to see Je su s . They w ere carry ing  th e ir friend who had  
the  palsy . T heir friend could n o t w alk. They w anted J e su s  to  heal him .

The four m en could n o t come th rough  d ie  door because there  were 
too m any people. The m en w ent u p  on th e  roof. They took p a rt o f the roof 
off th e  house. T hen they  low ered th e ir friend rig h t down in  fron t of Je su s .

W hen J e su s  saw  th e ir faith  He sa id  to the  m an  w ho h ad  palsy, “Son, 
you r sin s a re  forgiven.”

T here w ere som e P harisees sittin g  th ere . They th o u g h t to  them selves, 
“How does J e su s  th in k  He can  forgive s in s?  O nly God can  do th a t”

Je su s  knew  w hat th e  P harisees w ere th inking. He said  to them , “W hy 
are  you th ink ing  these th ings in  you r h e a rts?  Is i t  easie r to m ake 
som eone well o r to  forgive th e ir s in s?”

T hen J e su s  said , UI w an t you to know  th a t God’s  Son h a s  pow er to 
m ake som eone well an d  to  forgive th e ir s in s .”

J e su s  sa id  to  th e  m an  w ho had  palsy, “G et u p . Pick u p  your bed and  
w alk.”

The m an w ho had  p a lsy  and  couldn’t  w alk, stood u p . He picked u p  
h is  bed and  w alked o u t of th e  house. All th e  people saw  i t  and  w ere 
am azed. They said  to  each  o ther, “We never saw  any th ing  like th a t”

J e su s  an d  H is d iscip les w ent hom e. W hen the  people h eard  He w as 
th ere  they  cam e to  see Him. They w anted J e su s ’ help . J e su s  did n o t even 
have tim e to  e a t

J e su s ’ relatives tried  to  m ake J e su s  com e an d  ea t. They sa id  to each  
o ther, “J e su s  is  beside H im self.”

Som e scribes cam e from  Jeru sa lem . They sa id , “J e su s  can  m ake 
devils go o u t of people because He h a s  a  devil in  him self.”

J e su s  sa id  to  them . “C an the  devil throw  him self o u t o f som eone? If 
a h o u se  is  sp litin to  pieces, it  will fall dow n. T he devil can n o t h u r t h im self 
o r h e  will fall a p a rt.” -Jo a n n a  Booher





W hen Je su s  saw  their 
faith, he said...Son, 
thy sins be forgiven 

thee. Mark 2:5.

I
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Boy Thoughts
(Continued from last week.)

Tbmmy left his sister praying for 
him  as he walked to school. He did 
w ant to finish school to  please his 
sister and then he remembered w hat 
th a t trucker had said to him. T ake 
my advice, bud,” he had said. "Ignore 
those thoughtless nam e callers and 
get your education. God created you 
special so do som ething good with 
your life no m atter w hat fools say to 
you."

As Tbmmy walked onto the school 
sidewalk, a  couple of boys bum ped 
Into him. One turned around and 
glanced a t Tommy. “Oh, hi, monkey 
face,” he said with a  grin. “Hope we 
didn’t  knock a  banana out of your 
hand.”

Both boys laughed a t the crude 
Joke and hurried on their way b u t 
Tommy stopped w alking. He so 
dreaded another day of name calling 
and crude jokes a t school! Did he 
realty have to go to school to get an  
education? Why couldn’t  he learn on 
his own? Besides, he already knew 
th a t he wanted to be a  truck driver. 
Why couldn’t  he learn about trucks 
a t the truck  stop and garage? He 
wasn’t  learning th at stu ff a t school. 
With th is reasoning, Tommy turned 
and ran  toward the truck stop where 
he had m et th at trucker. He did not 
know w hat kind of truck  th at nice 
trucker drove—he didn’t  evenknow 
his name—b u t Tommy felt sure th at 
trucker would be back again soon. He 
realty wanted to talk  to him more. 
Maybe th a t trucker would teach 
Tommy all about driving trucks if he 
helped the trucker unload his truck. 
Maybe he would be able to earn some 
money and help Eva pay for their 
food. These thoughts gave Tommy 
hope and an  excited look in his eyes 
as he searched the rows of parked 
trucks.

Tom m y w as by th e  b ack  
dum psters looking over three trucks 
when he heard voices. Two big teen­
age boys jum ped in front of Tbmmy. 
“W hatcha doin’ here, monkey face?” 
one demanded. “Ya ain’t  wanted here, 
ya know.”

“I didn’t  come to see you,” retorted 
Tbmmy. The rough talker grabbed 
Tbmmy by the sh irt and yanked him  
forward. “Don’t  get sm art with m e,” 
he sp it a t Tommy. "If you can be 
useful, you can hang around. If you 
make yourself a  nuisance...” the boy 
dropped Tbmmy and ran  a  finger 
across Tommy’s th ro a t “you’re out of 
here. Do you understand me?” 

Tbmmy nodded. He hoped h is sis­
ter was still praying for him. Eva may 
not know w hat kind of trouble he was 
in, b u t maybe Jesu s would help him  
for Eva’s  sake. —Sis. Connie Sorrell 

(lb  be continued next week.) 
QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did the people do when they 

heard Jesu s was in  Capernaum ?
2. W hat did the four m en w ant Jesu s 

to do for their friend?
3. Could they come through the 

door?
4. How did they get their friend to 

Jesus?
5. W hat did Jesu s do for the m an’s  

sins?
6. Did the Pharisees think Jesu s 

could foigive sins?
7. Was Jesu s able to foigive sins and 

heal the m an?
8. Can the devil throw him self out of 

someone?
9. Who made Jesu s able to do w hat 

He did?
LESSON TEXT: Mark 2:1-12; 3:20- 
26.

(Answers: 1. Came to hear him.
2. Heal him. 3. No. 4. Through the 
roof. 5. Forgave them . 6. No.
7. Yes. 8. No. 9. God.)
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THE POOR IN SPIRIT
Je su s  said , “Blessed are the poor in  spirit: for theirs is  the kingdom of 

heaven.” W hen people feel like they need help, God will help them  get to 
heaven.

There was a  m an who w as poor in  sp ir it He w as a  blind m an who sa t by 
the road to Jericho. He could no t see to  work so he begged for m oney for food. 
Je su s  came down the road.

The blind m an heard the people saying Je su s  w as aim ing. The blind m an 
called o u t “Je su s, thou son o f David, have mercy on me!”

The people said  to him , “Sh-sh-sh. Be q u ie t”
B ut the blind m an would not be q u ie t He kept calling out.
Je su s  stopped in  the road and told them  to bring the blind m an. Je su s 

asked the blind m an, “W hat do you w ant Me to do for you?”
He said, “Lord, I w ant to see.”
Je su s  said, "Your faith has saved you. You can now see.”
Right then the blind m an’s  eyes could see and he followed Je su s, praising 

God.
There was another m an who w as poor in sp irit His nam e w as Zacchaeus. 

He lived in Jericho. He w as a  rich tax  collector.
W hen Je su s walked through Jericho, Zacchaeus w anted to see Him. B u t 

Zacchaeus w as short. There were m any people all around Je su s . Zacchaeus 
could no t see over them .

Zacchaeus ran  down the road and climbed up a  sycam ore tree.
Je su s  came down the road and stopped right under the tree. Je su s  

■ looked up and  said, "Zacchaeus, hurry up  and come down. Today I m ust go 
to your house.”

Zacchaeus quickly came down. He happily took Je su s home with him .
The other people said to each other, "That's bad. Je su s is going home 

w ith a  sinner.”
Zacchaeus said to Jesu s, "Lord, I will give half my riches to the poor. And 

if 1 have taken anything from anyone th a t I Wasn’t  supposed to, I will give 
him  back four tim es as m uch as I took.”

Je su s  said, "Today salvation has come to your house. T hat's why I came, 
to  look for and save those who are lo s t” —Jo an n a  Booher





re the poor In spirit: for 
h e  kingdom of heaven. 
M atthew 5:3.



Bad Boys
(Continued from  la s t week.)

“Are ya tired  of school?” One of 
th e  two teenage boys asked Tommy.

“Why do you w ant to  know?” 
dem anded Tommy.

The bigger boy slapped Tommy's 
face. “Don’t  fire back a t m e, ya hear? 
I don’t  take nu tton  from  nobody, 
m onkey face. Are you good a t 
clim bin’ like you look to be? Me an ’ 
Dude here could use a  p artn er In 
o u r business. W ould ya like som e 
green stu ff to buy bananas or w hat­
ever ya eat? We could help ya o u t if 
yu r tough enough to work w ith u s .”

Tommy's face stung  w ith the slap 
and  h is ears burned  from  the boy's 
talk . He realized rough guys like 
these w eren 't m aking m oney hon­
estly, b u t ju s t how were they m ak­
ing money?

“Well, talk ,” dem anded the boy. 
“We’re  w astin ’ tim e an d  m oney 
talk in’ to ya if ya ain’t  goin’ to help .”

W hen the boy sawTom my th ink­
ing abou t it, he said , “W hat’s  yu r 
nam e?”

“Tommy.”
“Okay, Tom, m y m an, w hat do 

ya th ink?”
Perhaps it w as the bigger boy's 

be tte r m anner and  the way he said , 
“Tom.” Dude even reached o u t h is 
hand  to Tommy. He never knew why 
he joined th a t robbery gang, b u t he 
did. After the two bigger boys would 
break  th e  lock on the back of a  
truck , Tommy would quickly climb 
into the tra ilo r and  to ss o u t valu­
able item s to the o thers w aiting 
outside. They would hide the  item s 
in  a  vacant house for a  few days, 
then  sell it to  pawn shops o r who­

ever they thought would buy w hat 
things they had.

W henever Tommy would feel 
guilty abou t w hat he w as doing, 
stealing  from  the  trucker’s  load, he 
would th ink , T m  m aking m oney to 
pay a  doctor to fix m y face. I’ll qu it 
th is business as  soon a s  I have 
enough green stu ff to do the  job. My 
siste r will never know how I got d ie 
money. I hope she is  still praying for 
me—I need all the  help I can  g e t” 

His siste r didn’t  know everything 
Tommy w as doing, b u t she did no­
tice h is  new  bad  attitude. Also, she 
received an  alarm ing phone call.

“Tommy has been m issing a  lo t 
of school lately. Do you know w here 
he h as been?” asked the school 
secretary.

Eva w as disappointed in Tommy. 
She prayed to Je su s  for him .

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
(To be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did the blind m an beg for?
2. Who did people say was coming?
3. W hat did the blind m an w ant 

Jesu s to do for him ?
4. Did Je su s m ake the blind m an 

see?
5. W hat did the blind m an do after 

he could see?
6. W hat was Zacchaeus?
7. Did Zacchaeus w ant to see Jesu s?
8. Did Jesu s see Zacchaeus?
9. W hat did Jesu s say had come to 

Zacchaeus’ house?

LE8SON TEXT: Luke 18:35-19:10.

(Answers: 1. Money for food. 
2. Je su s . 3. M ake him  see. 
4. Yes. 5. Followed Jesus, prais­
ing God. 6. A rich tax  collector. 
7. Yes. 8. Yes. 9. Salvation.)
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BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN
J e su s  sa id , “B lessed a re  they  th a t m ourn , for they  sh a ll be com ­

forted .” W hen people a re  so rry  for th e ir sin s, God will forgive them .
A certa in  P harisee asked  Je su s  to  com e to h is  house. J e su s  w ent w ith 

th e  Pharisee an d  s a t down to  e a t w ith  him .
A w om an cam e to  th e  P harisee 's house to  see Je su s . S he cam e to 

w here J e su s  w as and  k n e lt a t  H is feet. She s ta rte d  to  cry  an d  h e r tea rs  
fell on J e su s ' feet. She w iped them  w ith h e r h a ir. S he h ad  a  box o f sw eet­
sm elling o in tm ent. She poured  th e  o in tm ent on J e su s ' feet.

The P harisee saw  th e  w om an touching  Je su s . He though t to  him self, 
"Jesu s m u st n o t be a  p ro p h e t If He w ere He w ould know  th a t th is  w om an 
is  a  b ad  w om an. He w ould n o t w an t h e r to touch  His feet.”

J e su s  knew  w hat th e  Pharisee w as th inking . He said  to him . "Sim on, 
I have som ething to  say  to  you.”

Sim on th e  Pharisee sa id , "Teacher, say  on .”
J e su s  said , "There w ere two m en who owed an o th er m an m oney. One 

o f them  owed him  a  lo t of m oney. The o th er m an owed him  n o t a s  m uch . 
W hen i t  w as tim e to pay  th e ir m oney back , n e ith er of them  h ad  any. B ut, 
th e  m an  w as nice and  sa id , T h a t’s  okay. You d o n 't have to  pay  m e back .’” 

Now, w hich o f th e  two m en do you th in k  w as th e  h ap p iest?  W hich one 
loved th a t m an th e  m ost because h e  d id n 't have to  pay  th e  m oney?” 

Sim on sa id , T  suppose th e  one w ho owed th e  m o st m oney loved h im  
m ost.”

J e su s  sa id , “You a re  righ t.” T hen h e  said , "Sim on, w hen I cam e to 
yo u r house, you w ere n o t very polite. You did n o t give Me w ater to  w ash 
My fe e t You did n o t give Me a  k iss  of greeting. You did n o t an o in t My 
head  w ith oil. B u t, th is  w om an h a s  w ashed My feet w ith h e r tea rs . She 
h a s  k issed  My feet over an d  over. S he h a s  ano in ted  My feet w ith  
o in tm en t

S he h a s  show n m uch love for Me. And so, I am  forgiving h e r m any 
s in s .”

J e su s  sa id  to the  w om an, "Your sin s  are  forgiven. Y our faith  h a s  
saved you. Go in  peace.” —Jo a n n a  Booher





Blessed are 
the poor In 
spirit: for 

theirs is the 
kingdom of 

heaven. 
Matthew 5:3.



Caught
(Continued from last week.)

Tom m y, where are you going 
whenyou aren’t  in school?" Eva asked 
her younger brother th a t evening. 
Tommy didn 't w ant Eva to know he 
was stealingfrom  trucks, sohedodged 
the question. “I’m  fishing, ” he replied.

“No, Tommy, there is no place 
around here to fish. Are you hanging 
out around th a t truck stop?”

“Why would you th ink I would 
be?” replied Tommy.

“Because I know trucks have al­
ways attracted you,” said Eva. “Look, 
Tommy, I am working to buy you 
food, clothes and a  place to live so 
th a t you can get an  education, get a  
good job, and some day make it on 
your own. Don’t  be skipping school 
bu t remember what th a t trucker said 
to you: ‘Ignore those thoughtless name 
callers and get your education. God 
created you special so do som ething 
good with your life no m atter w hat 
fools say to you.’ I hope you aren’t  
running with the wrong crowd....” 

“Lay off, will you,” exclaim ed 
Tommy as he walked toward the front 
dooroftheirapartm ent “I’m  going for 
a  walk so I can think. Sorry, Sis, th a t 
I’ve been such a  problem for you.”

“I don’t  mind helpingyou, Tommy,” 
Eva was saying as he sh u t the door 
behind him . “Oh, Lord, please help 
my brother,” she began to pray.

A few days later, Tommy and the 
two teenagers were again robbing from 
a  truck trailor. Like usual, Tommy 
was inside the trailor handing ou t the 
goods to the others when the older 
boys saw a  police car drive in by the 
trucks. W ithout saying a  word, the 
two older boys slipped out of sight 
and raced away, leaving Tommy alone 
in the trailor.

Suddenly, a  bright light shone 
into the trailor, catching Tommy by 
surprise. “Alright, boy, come on ou t of 
there!” commanded a  deep voice.

A sick feeling swept over Tommy 
as he realized he w as facing the po­
lice. He trem bled as an  officer pulled 
him  down from the trailor and jerked 
him  toward a  police car. “We have 
been w anting to catch you thieves for 
some tim e,” said the officer. “W hat is 
your nam e and where do you live?” 

Tommy w as leaning against the 
car, answering questions when his 
eyes caught sight of th a t trucker who 
had been so kind to him  a  few weeks 
ago. Tommy watched the trucker walk 
toward them  and then he realized he 
had been robbing th a t trucker’s 
trailor! Tommy’s  head bent down and 
a  lum p in  his throat stopped his 
words. —Sis. Connie Sorrell

fib  be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. Who asked Je su s  to come eat with 

him?
2. Who knelt a t Jesu s’ feet and cried?
3. W hatkindofwom andid the Phari­

see know the woman was?
4. How m any people did Jesu s say 

owed a  m an money?
5. Did the m an make the m en pay 

him  back?
6. Which m an loved the m an m ost 

after that?
7. Who showed more love to Jesus: 

the Pharisee or the woman?
8. Did Jesu s forgive the woman for 

her sins?
LESSON TEXT Luke 7:36-50.

(A nsw ers: 1. A P h arisee
2. A woman. 3. A bad woman.
4. Two. 5. No. 6. The m an who 
owed the m ost money. 7. The 
woman. 8. Yes.)

Periodicals postage paid a t Guthrie, OK. Published quarterly In weekly parts by FbithPub. House, 4318 
S. Division, G uthrie, OK. Joanna Booher, Editor. One subscription, $4.00 per year (32 papers). Includes 
Junior and prim ary sections. Postm aster: Please send address corrections to above address.



THE
WEMHlfUC ‘W xy

V ol. 53 , No. 3  Prim aries (USPS549-000) Part 26  Sept. 2 9 ,2 0 0 2

Je su s  said , “Blessed are the  m eek: for they shall inherit th e  earth .” God 
will bless the  hum ble people and  give them  all good things.

There w as a  m an in  C apernaum  who w as m eek. He w as a  soldier, a  
centurion in  the Roman arm y. This centurion’s  servant got sick. The 
centurion heard  th a t Je su s  could heal people. He sen t the  elders of the  Jew s 
to find Je su s .

The elders said  to Je su s, “Please come and heal ou r centurion’s  se rv an t 
The centurion is  a  very good m an. He loves ou r people and  h as b u ilt u s  a  
church.”

Je su s  w ent w ith them . While they were walking, the centurion sen t a  
m essage to Je su s . He said , “Lord, don’t  trouble Yourself to come to my 
house. I am  no t w orthy ofYou coming. I don’t  even feel worthy to talk  toYou 
myself. J u s t say  th a t m y servant is healed and  I know he will be.”

Je su s  w as am azed. He looked around a t the  people and said , “lh av en o t 
seen such  great faith, no, no t in Israel.”

The Roman centurion’s  servant w as healed in  th a t sam e hour.
Je su s  w ent to the seaside. A Greek wom an cam e to Him and  said , “Lord, 

please cast the devil ou t of m y daughter.”
Je su s  did no t answ er her. The wom an kept asking Je su s  for help. Je su s’ 

disciples said, “Lord, send  th is woman away. She is bothering u s .”
Je su s  said  to the wom an, “I am  not sen t to help you. I am  sen t to help 

the people of Israel.”
The wom an fell down in  front of Je su s. She said, “Lord, help m e.”
Je su s  said , “It is no t righ t to take away food from  your children and give 

it to dogs.” Je su s  called the Greeks dogs.
The Greek wom an w as m eek. She did not care if she w as called a  dog. 

She said  to Je su s , “Yes, You are  rig h t B u t the dogs can  ea t the  crum bs th a t 
fell under the children’s  table.”

Je su s  said , “O wom an, you have g reat faith. You m ay have w hat you 
asked for.”

The woman’s  daughter w as m ade well th a t sam e hour.

BLESSED ARB THE MEEK

—Jo an n a  Booher



Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall 

inherit the earth. 
M atthew 5:5.





Help At Last
(Continued from last week.)

“W hat is the trouble here?” asked 
the trucker of the police officer who 
was questioning Tommy.

“We caught this boy in your traitor 
handing out goods to a  couple other 
boys,” explained the officer.

HOh, well, I happen to know this 
boy here,” said the trucker. “We had 
a  visit some time ago. Is there some­
thing I can do to help th is situation?”

Tommy’s heart thum ped fast as 
he heard the trucker ask  to take 
charge of him. His sister would have 
to be called (Poor Sis, thoughtTommy) 
and a  record would be filed about the 
robbery. Tommy really felt bad when 
Eva cried and apologized for w hat he 
had done.

“I will never again steal any thing, ” 
Tommy prom ised h is siste r, the 
trucker and the police.

“God can help you with that prom­
ise,” said Mr. Bill, the trucker, to 
Tommy later when they were alone. 
They were sitting in a  booth a t the 
truck stop, eating sandwiches.

Mr. Bill continued, “I should have 
talked to you more th a t first time I 
saw you, bud. Since then, I have 
prayed for you and it sounds like your 
sister has been praying also. Tommy, 
I’m sorry I called you a  name th at I 
should have known would h u rt you. 
Please forgive me. Can I tell you my 
story?”

Tommy nodded. No one had ever 
before apologized for calling him a 
monkey face.

Mr. Bill began his story. T was 
bom  with cross eyes and saw two of 
everything. I was called a  cross-eyed 
chicken because of my long legs. 
Everyone teased and picked on me so 
much that I didn’t w ant to be with 
people. My m other was kind and good 
to me. She prayed for me b u t I didn’t

think Jesu s loved me so I tried to run  
away from her and God.”

Tommy listened as Mr. Bill told 
how he was riding his bike when a  car 
h it him. Unconscious for several days, 
in the hospital with two broken legs, 
Mr. Bill saw the Lord Jesu s in a  
vision. The Lord touched his eyes and 
when he awoke, his eyes were healed.

“More im portant than  healing my 
eyes, Jesu s changed my angry, sad 
heart and gave me a  reason to live,” 
said Mr. Bill. “I graduated from high 
school and the Lord gave me a  Chris­
tian wife, three children, and a  good 
job. He can help you, Tommy. Would 
you like to ask  Him for His help?” 
Tommy had a big lump in his throat 
when he nodded. Tbgetherthey bowed 
their heads and prayed right then in 
th at truck  stop. —Sis. Connie Sorrell 

fib  be continued next week.)
QUESTIONS:
1. W hat happened to the Roman 

centurion’s  servant?
2. Who did the centurion send to 

Jesus?
3. W hat kind of m an did the elders 

say the centurion was?
4. Why did the centurion ask  Jesu s 

not to come to h is house?
5. Was the centurion’s  servant m ade 

well?
6. Would Jesu s talk  to the Greek 

woman a t first?
7. Would the woman go away?
8. Did the woman care if she was 

called a  dog?
9. Did Jesu s give the woman w hat 

she asked for?
LESSON TEXT: Luke 7:1-10; Mat­
thew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30.

{Answers: 1. He got sick. 2. The 
elders of the Jews. 3. A good man. 
4. He did not feel worthy for him 
to come. 5. Yes. 6. No. 7. No. 
8. No. 9. Yes.)
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HUNGER AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS
“B lessed  a re  th ey  w h ich  do h u n g e r a n d  th ir s t a fte r rig h teo u sn ess: 

fo r th e y  sh a ll b e  filled.” W hen people look fo r G od a n d  try  to  fin d  o u t 
how  H e w an ts  th em  to  live, H e w ill show  th em .

J e s u s  h a d  som e frien d s nam ed  M artha  a n d  M ary. H e w en t to  v isit 
th em . M artha w as very  g lad  to  have H im . S he fixed fo od fo r H im  to  e a t  
M ary s a t  a t  J e s u s ’ fee t a n d  listen ed  to  Him .

M artha d id  n o t like  it  th a t M ary w as ju s t  s ittin g  th e re . S h e  sa id  to  
J e s u s , “Lord, w hy don’t  you  te ll M ary to  h e lp  m e?”

J e s u s  sa id  to  h e r, “M artha, M artha, you  a re  carefu l a n d  tro u b led  
a b o u t m any  th in g s. B u t one th in g  is  very  im p o rtan t. M ary is  paying  
a tte n tio n  to  th a t  one im p o rtan t th in g . S h e  is  lis ten in g  to  My w ords. 
S he w an ts to  know  how  to  p lease  G od.”

J e s u s  sa id , “W hoever h e a rs  th e  w ords th a t I sa y  a n d  does th em , 1 
w ill te ll you  w h a t h e  is  like. H e is  like a  w ise m an  w ho b u ilt a n  h o u se . 
H e d u g  dow n to  a  so lid  rock  a n d  b u ilt h is  h o u se  o n  it. W hen th e  ra in  
a n d  w ind  a n d  w aters cam e, th ey  cou ld  n o t m ove h is  h o u se  b ecau se  it 
w as on  th e  rock.

“B u t, w hoever h e a rs  th e  w ords th a t I say  a n d  does n o t do  th a n , h e  
is  like  a  foolish  m an . T he foolish  m an  b u ilt h is  h o u se  o n  ju s t  p la in  d irt. 
W hen th e  ra in  a n d  w ind  a n d  w a te r cam e i t  w ashed  th e  foolish  m an ’s  
h o u se  aw ay.”

J e s u s  to ld  th e  people, “D on’t  w orry a b o u t w h a t you’re  going to  e a t 
o r d rin k .” He sa id , “Look a t  th e  b ird s  in  th e  sky . T hey don’t  grow  food, 
b u t y o u r heaven ly  F a th e r feeds th em . A ren’t  you w orth  m ore th a n  
b ird s?

“D on’t  w orry  a b o u t w h a t you’re  going to  w ear. Look a t  th e  flow ers 
in  th e  fields. T hey don’t  sew  c lo thes, b u t th ey ’re  d ressed  m ore 
b eau tifu lly  th a n  K ing Solom on. If y o u r heaven ly  F a th e r d ressed  th em  
so , w o n t H e give you  c lo thes?

“S eek  ye f irs t th e  k ingdom  of G od, a n d  h is  rig h teo u sn ess; a n d  a ll 
th e se  th in g s sh a ll b e  ad d ed  u n to  you .” -Jo a n n a  B ooher



Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. 

Matthew 5:6.





A Challenge Given
(Continued from last week.)

As Tommy prayed w ith Mr. BUI in 
th a t truck  stop, he felt the big weight 
of sin  roll away from his heart. W ith 
their heads bowed over the table and 
Mr. Bill’s  big hand over h is, Tommy 
gained faith and courage in  Jesu s.

After prayer, Mr. Bill said, ‘Tom, 
I come through th is way in my truck  
about every ten days or so. W hen I 
come, I will call and ask  you if you 
are staying faithful to Jesu s. He is 
your best friend, Tom, b u t you m ust 
be His friend also. Do you have a 
Bible?”

“Yes, sir, my sister gave me one a  
couple of years ago,” replied Tommy.

“Good,” said  Mr. Bill as he took a  
NewTestament from his sh irt pocket

UI w ant you to s ta rt reading in 
M atthew the fifth chapter. This is the 
beginning of the serm on on the 
m oun t See all these verses th a t s ta rt 
w ith ‘blessed’?  That word m eans 
happy or joyful in the Lord. If you can 
say these verses from memory to me 
the next tim e I am  here, I will have a  
trea t for you.”

Tommy's eyes sparkled. “I’ll s ta rt 
memorizing it right away,” he said. 
“Eva can help m e.”

“Yes, Eva is a  good sister to you, 
Tom. Help her all you can because 
she works hard  to pay the bills. Stay 
in school and rem em ber th a t now 
you have Je su s  for your friend. Ask 
Him to help you ignore the rude 
jokes other guys say about your looks. 
You know, Je su s was mocked and 
laughed a t  b u t He did not ru n  nor 
fight back. He had strength from 
God to stand  quietly and do good like 
he was supposed to. T hat takes di­
vine power to suffer wrong silently. 
Very few m en have th a t strength  of 
character b u t it comes when you call 
upon the nam e of Je su s  C hrist right

when the battle is hot. Tom, right 
when the guys call you nam es, you 
call upon Je su s in your m ind and  He 
will be your friend.”

Tommy listened to every word 
Mr. Bill had to say. He walked with 
Mr. Bill to  h is truck  and waved good­
bye to him  a s  h is truck  drove away. 
Then Tommy hurried home to find 
h is Bible and begin memorizing.

Eva sm iled w hen she saw the 
happy look on h er brother's face. 
“My, you sure do look handsom e 
with th a t sm ile on your face,” she 
told Tommy. She patted  his cheek as 
he passed by. “Tommy, you m ust 
have gotten saved.” He nodded as he 
opened h is Bible to  M atthew five.

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
fTo be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. Who did Je su s  go to visit?
2. W hat w as M artha doing?
3. W hat w as M ary doing?
4. W hat kind of th ing did Je su s  say 

M aty w as paying attention to?
5. Why did the wise m an's house 

no t move?
6. W hat will we be like if we do w hat 

Je su s  says?
7. Does God feed the birds and give 

the flowers clothes?
8. Will God take care of us?
9. W hat did Je su s  tell u s to seek 

first?

LESSON TEXT: M att 5:6; 6:25-33; 
Luke 6:47-49; 10:38-42.

(Answers: 1. M artha and Mary. 
2. Fixing food. 3. Sitting. 4. A 
very im portant thing. 5. Be­
cause it w as on the rock. 6. A 
w ise m an. 7. Yes. 8. Yes. 
9. The kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.)
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BLESSED ARB THE MERCIFUL
“Blessed a re  th e  m erciful: for they shall obtain m ercy.” Those who have 

m ercy on o ther people will have m ercy shown to them .
Je su s  w as in  a  church  on the sabbath  day. He saw  a  wom an there who 

w as sick  and  could no t stan d  up  straigh t. Je su s  healed her.
This m ade th e  ru ler of the  church angry. He said , “There are six  days in  

w hich people can  work. They should no t work on th e  sabbath  day.” 
Je su s  said  to him , “You hypocrite, don’t  you take your cow o u t to give 

it w ater on the sabbath  day? Why should not th is woman be loosed?” 
The ru ler w as asham ed and  th e  people rejoiced.
A lawyer asked Je su s, “M aster, how can  I get to Heaven?”
Je su s  said , “W hat do the  Scrip tures say?”
The lawyer said, “They say  I should love the Lord w ith all m y heart, soul, 

strength , and m ind, and  love my neighbor as myself.”
Je su s  said , “Go and do th a t.”
The lawyer said , “Who is  my neighbor?”
Je su s  said , “A m an w ent down the road from  Jerusalem  to Jericho. 

Some thieves jum ped ou t and  h it him . They stole h is clothes and left him  
lying in  the road. He w as alm ost dead.

“A priest cam e down the road. He saw  the h u rt m an b u t he did not help 
him . He walked p ast him  on the  o ther side of the road.

ttA Levite cam e down the  road. He did not help the h u rt m an either. He 
passed on the o ther side of the  road.

“A Sam aritan cam e down the road. Sam aritans and Jew s did no t like 
each other. B ut, th e  Sam aritan  felt sorry for the h u rt Jew . He w ent to him  
and  fixed up  h is sores. He p u t the Jew  on h is own donkey and  took him  to 
an  inn.

“The Sam aritan told the innkeeper, ‘Here is  som e m oney to take care of 
th is m an. W hen I come back  I will pay you m ore.”*

Je su s  said  to th e  lawyer, “W hich of the  three m en w as a  neighbor to the 
h u rt m an?”

The lawyer said , “The Sam aritan who showed m ercy w as h is neighbor.” 
Je su s  said , “Go, and  do th e  sam e thing.” —Jo an n a  Booher







Help From His Friend
(Continued from last week.)

Salvation changed Tommy’s heart 
and now he had a  Friend to help him . 
Eva had always prayed every morn­
ing before she left for work and now 
Tommy prayed with her. He was also 
working hard to memorize M atthew 
5:3-12 so he could say it to Mr. Bill 
the next time he saw him.

After prayer, Eva hugged her 
young brother. “I will be praying for 
you while you are a t school, Tommy. 
Remember w hat Mr. Bill said and call 
on the nam e of Jesu s when you need 
Him. Ask Jesu s to give you a  song or 
a  scripture th a t you may gain the 
grace and the victory over every trial. 
Be a  strong m an of God.”

This time Tommy liked Eva’s hug 
and words of encouragement. Jesu s 
had taken the rebellion and bitter­
ness ou t of h is heart and he left for 
school with asong in  his h e a rt “W hat 
a  friend we have in Jesus, All our sins 
and griefs to bear...”

M ost of the stu d en ts ignored 
Tommy, butoneboy liked to m ake life 
m iserable for him. Ed would bum p 
Tommy in  the hall or call nam es to 
him  in front ofthe other guys. Tommy 
tried to stay away from Ed as m uch as 
possible, b u t sometimes Ed seemed 
to be looking for Tommy.

“Hey, M onkey-Face, you look 
happy for some reason. Did your sis 
give you an  extra banana th is morn­
ing?”

A few chuckled a t Ed’s m ean re­
m ark as Tommy turned his head to 
walk away from them.

Ed stepped toward Tommy. “Hey, 
Monkey-Face, 1 asked you a  ques­
tion. Mr. Ed, here, he w ants an  an­
swer,” Ed said as he raised up his 
head and thum ped his chest.

In his mind. Tommy called on 
Jesu s. “Help me, Jesusl I need a

scripture right now!"
A calm voice spoke to Tommy's 

m ind. “Blessed are the meek for they 
shall inherit the earth ..."

Ed’s  hand on Tbmmy’s  shoulder 
pulled Tommy around. “When I’m  
speaking to you, I demand an  an­
swer.”

Tommy felt h is old anger begin to 
w arm up. “Jesu s help me,” he prayed 
to him self and a  quietw arm ness filled 
Tommy.

Tommy even smiled a t Ed. “I am  
having a  good day,” he told Ed. “I hope 
you have a  good day, too.”

Ed b u rst out laughing. He was 
surprised  a t Tommy’s words. As 
Tommy walked away from Ed, he 
thanked Jesu s for giving him courage 
and words to say.

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
fib  be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did Jesu s do for the woman 

who was sick?
2. Why did the ru ler think Jesu s 

should not have healed her?
3. W as it all right for Jesu s to help 

someone on the sabbath day?
4. Who did the lawyer say he should 

love as himself?
5. W hat did the thieves do to the 

m an on the road?
6. Did the priest help the h u rt m an?
7. Did the Levite help the h u rt m an?
8. Who w as a  neighbor to the h u rt 

m an?
9. W hat did the Sam aritan show to 

the h u rt m an?
LESSON TEXT: M att. 5:7; Luke 
10:25-37; 13:10-17.

(Answers: 1. H ealed her. 
2. Because it was the sab­
bath. 3. Yes. 4. His neighbor. 
5. H it him  and  stole h is 
clothes. 6. No. 7. No. 8. The 
Sam aritan. 9. Mercy.)
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THE PURE IN HEART
“Blessed a re  the pure in  heart: for they  shall see God.” Those who live 

righ t and  serve God w ith all their h earts will go to  heaven and  see God.
A m an cam e up  to Je su s  and  said , “Lord, I will follow You w herever You 

go."
Je su s  said  to him , “B irds have n ests to sleep in  and  foxes have holes to 

sleep in, b u t I do no t have a  place to sleep.”
Je su s  said  to another m an, “Follow Me.”
The m an said , “Let m e first go and bury  m y father and  m other.” 
Je su s  said  to him , “Let the dead bu ry  their dead. Go and  preach about 

God's kingdom .”
A nother m an said , “Lord, I will follow You, b u t first let m e go and say  

goodbye to the people in  m y house.”
Je su s  said , “Anyone who w ants to  follow Me, and then  changes h is 

m ind, is  no t fit to be p a rt o f God's kingdom .”
A richyoungm an cam e up  to Je su s . He said , “Good M aster, w hat should 

I do so I m ay go to heaven?”
Je su s  said , “Why do you call me good? Only God is good. B ut, if you w ant 

to  go to heaven keep th e  com m andm ents.”
The young m an said , “W hich com m andm ent?”
Je su s  said , “Thou sh a lt do no m urder, Thou sh a lt no t com m it adultery, 

Thou sh a lt no t steal, Thou sh a lt no t b ear false w itness, Honour your father 
and  m other; and . Thou sh a lt love thy neighbor a s  thyself.”

The young m an said , “I have done all those things since I w as little. W hat 
else do 1 need to do?”

Je su s  said  to  him , “If you w ant to be perfect, go and sell the  things th a t 
you have. Give th e  m oney to  the  poor. You will have riches in  heaven. Then 
come and  follow Me.”

The young m an had m any riches. He did no t w ant to get rid  o f them . He 
sadly walked away.

Je su s  said , “How hard  it is for rich  people to go to heaven. It is easier 
for a  cam el to go through the eye of a  needle th an  for a  rich m an to go to 
heaven.’’

These m en did no t w ant to serve God w ith all th eir hearts. B ut, th a t is 
the  only way to get to heaven. —Jo an n a  Booher







Strong In A  Trial
(Continued from las t week.)

At school, Ed continued to tease 
Tommy and call him  Monkey-Face. 
This still h u rt Tommy b u t now he 
h ad  Je su s  to give him  courage. 
Tommy’s  happy look puzzled Ed.

Tommy w as walking down the 
hall p ast a  classroom  door when he 
over heard a  teacher’s  voice saying, 
“Ed, you m ust learn how to add and 
sub trac t num bers before you learn 
to m ultiply. If you can 't do th is grade 
of m ath, we will need to p u t you back 
a  grade un til you memorize the addi­
tion and  subtraction tables.”

Tommy would have laughed a t 
th is news before he w as saved, b u t 
instead he felt sorry for Ed. It would 
be so em barrasing to go back to third 
grade! Suddenly, Ed walked ou t of 
the classroom  and saw  Tommy.

“Hey, you, Monkey-Face. W hat 
are you so happy about?” Ed de­
m anded in h is rough voice.

Tommy wanted to ignore Ed like 
he always tried to do. “Jesu s, help 
m e,” he prayed silently. ThenTommy 
did som ething th a t even surprised 
himself. He turned to Ed. “I’ll pray for 
you, Ed. Jesu s can help you w ith 
your m ath.”

An angry frown came over Ed’s 
face. “So you were spying on me, 
Monkey-Face! I’ll get you for that!”

Ed grabbed Tommy by the shoul­
ders. His right fist w ent up to h it 
Tommy in the face.

“Stop! Ed, don’t  you h it Tommy!” 
ordered the teacher as he knocked 
Ed’s  f is t “Ed, do you w ant me to 
expel you from school for hitting?"

Ed shook h is head  and  Mr. 
Tahnon continued. “I have noticed 
how you tease and pick on Tommy 
all the tim e. That needs to stop. If 
you can’t  trea t Tommy nicer, we will

take away some of your lunch time. 
You could spend th a t tim e learning 
m ath also.”

“That’s  not fair!” exclaimed Ed. T 
need tim e off like everyone else has!” 

“Not everyone spends th eir tim e 
off teasing and nam e-calling some­
one else,” said Mr. Tahnon. “You 
need to  leam  m anners and m ath. We 
will ta lk  to the principal about th is 
right now. I am  su re  he will agree. 
Tommy, you go on to lunch and, Ed, 
you come w ith m e.”

Tommy hurried  away. Lunch 
would be more pleasantw ithout Ed’s 
nam e-calling and  teasing. “Thank 
you, Je su s , for helping m e,” he 
prayed, “and help Ed w ith h is m ath 
also." —Sis. Connie Sorrell

(To be continued next week.)

9DE8TION8:
1. W hat kind of heart m ust we have 

to  see God?
2. Did Je su s  have a  place to sleep?
3. Who did the second m an w ant to 

bury?
4. W hat did Jesu s tell him  to go and 

preach about instead?
5. Who did the th ird  m an w ant to 

say goodbye to?
6. Did the rich young m an w ant to 

go to heaven?
7. W hat did Jesu s tell the rich young 

m an to sell?
8. Did the rich young m an do as 

Je su s  said?
9. How m uch of our heart m ust we 

serve God with?

LESSON TEXT: M att. 5:8; 19:16- 
24; Luke 9:57-62.

(Answers: 1. A pure h e a rt 2. No. 
3. His father and  m other. 4. The 
kingdom of God. 5. The people in  
his house. 6. Yes. 7. His riches. 
8. No. 9. All of i t)
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BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS
“Blessed are  th e  peacem akers: for they  shall be called the  children of 

God.” Those who m ake peace will be called God's children.
The Pharisees did n o t like Je su s . They w anted to get Him in trouble. 

One tim e, Je su s  w as teaching the people in  the  tem ple. The Pharisees 
b rough t a  w om an to Him.

They said  to  Je su s , “This wom an is  a n  adu lteress. M oses'law  says she 
should  be stoned to death . W hat do You say?”

Je su s  did n o t s ta r t a  fig h t He ju s t  knelt down and  sta rted  w riting in  
th e  d irt.

The Pharisees kept ask ing  Him. Je su s  stood u p  and  said , “If any  o f you 
have never sinned, you can  throw  the  first stone a t h er.”

Je su s  k n e lt down and  s ta rted  w riting in  the d irt again. The Pharisees 
knew  they  had  sinned  before. One by one, they walked away.

Je su s  stood u p  and  saw  th a t no one w as left except the w om an. He said  
to  h er, “W here are  the m en who w anted to  stone you? Did no one w ant to  
kill you?”

The wom an said , “No one w anted to  kill m e, Lord.”
Je su s  said , “I don’t  w an t to  kill you either. Go, and  don’t  sin  anym ore.” 
A nother tim e the Pharisees cam e to  see Je su s . They w anted to get Him 

in  trouble. They said , “M aster, we know  th a t You don 't honor one person 
m ore th an  ano ther. So, is  i t  righ t for u s  to  pay  taxes to C aesar o r not?” 

Je su s  did n o t argue. He ju s t  sa id  to  them , “Show  m e a  penny.”
They show ed Him a  penny.
Je su s  said , “W hose p ictu re is on th is penny?”
They said , “C aesar’s .”
Je su s  said , “Give the  th ings th a t belong to  C aesar to C aesar. And give 

the th ings th a t belong to  God to God."
Je su s  said  to  the  people, “You have heard  th a t if som eone knocks your 

tooth  out, you can  knock th e ir tooth o u t too. B u t I say. don’t  fight back 
w hen people do w rong th ings to  you. If som eone sm acks you on one cheek, 
tu rn  to him  the  o ther cheek also. Do good to  th e  people who don’t  like you."

—Jo an n a  Booher



Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 1:



ed the children of God. Matthew 5:9.



Reporting
(Continued from last week.)

Tommy w as excited to  hear Mr. 
Bill's voice on the phone. T m  here a t 
the truck  stop. Tommy. W ant to have 
supper w ith me?”

“I'll be right there!” exclaimed 
Tommy. He pu t down the phone and 
called to Eva, “I’m going to see Mr. 
Bill! Ill be back after supper!”

Eva sm iled as her brother sh u t 
the front door behind him. “Thank 
You, Jesu s, for saving my brother's 
soul,” she prayed. “Now I don’t  worry 
about him  skipping school or steal­
ing. He prays w ith me and attends 
church w ithout complaining. Thank 
You, Jesu s, for changing Tommy's 
heart and attitude.”

Inside the cafe, Mr. Bill hugged 
Tommy before they sa t down a t a  
booth to e a t

“How are things going for you, 
Tom, since Jesu s has become your 
friend?"

“Great!” exclaimed Tommy. “Eva 
and I don't fuss like we used to and 
I’m  m aking better scores in school.”

“W hat about Matthew 5:3-12, can 
you recite those scriptures to me?”

“Yes, sir!” Tommy then quoted 
those verses for Mr. Bill.

“G reat job!” said Mr. Bill when 
Tommy finished. He took out a  sm all 
box from h is pocket. “This is for you, 
Tom, to celebrate your new life in 
C hrist and for memorizing the scrip­
tures.”

Tommy’s  eyes shone as he reached 
across the table to receive the little 
box. Carefully, he opened i t  “A new 
watch!” he exclaimed. “Oh, thank  
you, Mr. Bill! It even glows in  the 
dark!”

“Yes, and it has a  compass on it 
also,” said Mr. Bill. “See th is needle 
right here will always point to the 
north by magnetic force. So you will

be able to tell which direction you are 
going by the way the needle points.” 
Mr. Bill show ed Tommy how it 
worked. “You know, Tom, if we keep 
focused on Jesu s like this needle 
does on the north, then we will never 
be lost spiritually."

Tommy nodded. “Jesu s has al­
ready helped me a  lot a t school,” he 
said. He told Mr. Bill about Ed who 
called him  nam es more than the other 
guys. “I told Ed I would pray for him  
about h is m ath, and I do,” said 
Tommy.

Mr. Bill smiled. “Tom, my m an, 
you are truly learning the ways of the 
Lord,” he said. -Sis. Connie Sorrell 

(To be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did the Pharisees w ant to 

get Jesu s into?
2. W hat did the Pharisees say should 

happen to the adulteress?
3. W hat did Je su s kneel down in  the 

d irt and do?
4. Did the men throw stones a t the 

woman?
5. Did Jesu s throw stones a t the 

woman?
6. Did Jesu s tell the Pharisees not to 

pay taxes?
7. Whose things did Jesu s say to 

give to Caesar?
8. Did Je su s tell the people to fight 

other people?
9. W hat will we be called if  we are 

peacem akers like Jesus?

LESSON TEXT: M att. 5:9, 38-39, 
44; 22:15-21; John  8:2-11.

(Answers: 1. Trouble. 2. She 
should be stoned. 3. He wrote. 
4. No. 5. No. 6. No. 7. Caesar’s  
things. 8. No. 9. Children of 
God.)
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BLESSED ARE THE PERSECUTED
“B lessed a re  they  w hich a re  persecuted for righteousness* sake: for 

theirs is  the kingdom  of heaven." The people who get in trouble for doing 
rig h t will go to  heaven.

King Herod h ad  m arried a  wom an nam ed H erodias. B ut, she w as really 
h is b ro ther's wife. It w as w rong for him  to m an y  her.

Jo h n  the  B ap tist told him  so. This m ade H erodias m ad. She got King 
Herod to p u t Jo h n  the  B ap tist in to  prison .

One day. King Herod h ad  h is b irthday  party . Herodias* daughter 
danced for King Herod. King Herod said  to her, “I will give you anything 
you w a n t even if  i t  is  h a lf of m y kingdom . I prom ise.”

H erodias told h e r daugh ter w hat she should a sk  for. She said , “I w ant 
Jo h n  th e  B aptist’s  head  on  a  p late .”

King Herod d id  n o t w an t to  kill Jo h n  th e  B a p tis t B u t he had  prom ised, 
so  h e  had  to . Jo h n  th e  B ap tist w as killed because he did righ t.

O n a  S abbath  day, J e su s  saw  a  m an who w as bom  blind. Je su s  sp a t 
on th e  ground an d  m ade d ay . He p u t i t  on th e  m an’s  eyes and  said , “Go 
and  w ash your eyes in  th e  pool of Siloam .”

The m an w ent and  w hen he h ad  w ashed h is  eyes he could see. The 
people w ere am azed. They brought th e  m an to  the  Pharisees. W hen the 
P harisees heard  ab o u t i t  they  said , “The m an w ho healed you m u st be a  
sinner. He w orked on the  Sabbath ."

The m an said , “I don’t  know  if he  is  a  sin n er o r n o t One th ing  I know. 
I w as b lind. Now I see."

The Pharisees said , “Tell u s  again how  he m ade you well.”
The m an said , “Do you w ant to be H is disciples too?”
The Pharisees said , “We a re  M oses’ disciples. We don’t  know w here th is 

o th er m an cam e from .”
The m an who had  been blind said , “If th is m an w ere n o t from  God he 

could n o t have m ade m e see.”
The Pharisees said , “You a re  a  s in n er and are  you trying to  teach us?!” 

The Pharisees p u t the m an o u t of th e  church  because he believed Je su s  
w as from  God. —Jo a n n a  Booher





Blessed are 
they which are 
persecuted for 
righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs 
is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
Matthew 5:10.



A  New Plan
(Continued from la s t week.)

Tommy show ed Eva the new 
w atch Mr. Bill had given him. “See 
how th is needle always points to the 
north? Well, Mr. Bill said th a t if we 
always keep focused on Jesu s, we 
will never get lost spiritualty. He said 
I am  doing the right thing by praying 
for Ed. Now I’m going to memorize 
M atthew 5:43-48 because those 
scriptures are where Je su s  tells u s 
to pray for our enem ies.”

“That’s  good, Tommy,” said Eva. 
“When others call u s nam es it u su ­
ally is because they don’t  feel good 
about them selves. Ed m aybe having 
trouble w ith other lessons besides 
m ath and so to th ink  better about 
himself, he picks on you. That is the 
wrong way to do i t  b u t often bullies 
take th a t way. When you retu rn  evil 
with good, you will win the victory a t 
the end.”

The next m orning a t school. 
Tommy rem em bered w hat Mr. Bill 
and Eva had said  when in the hall Ed 
grabbed him  by the sh irt collar.

“Are you praying for me, Monkey- 
Face?” Ed sneared. Tommy nodded. 
“Pray for yourself, Monkey-Face, be­
cause you need help. I don’t  like 
C hristians.”

In h is m ind, Tommy prayed for 
wisdom. Je su s  gave him  strength  
and calm ness to say, “I haven't been 
a  C hristian too long. I didn’t  like 
Jesu s C hrist for a  long tim e un til a  
good C hristian trucker showed me 
the love of C h rist Now 1 know m yself 
how real Je su s  is.”

To Tommy's surprise, Ed let go of 
h is sh irt collar and asked a  question. 
“So you hang around a t the truck  
stop? My folks say th a t’s  a  bad place 
to be and to stay  away from there.”

T don’t  go there any more un til 
Mr. Bill calls and tells me th a t he is

there. Would you like to m eet him 
som etim e? He’s  a  realty cool guy.” 

“Well, maybe,” Ed said. “My folks 
m ay no t let me.”

“If my sister, Eva, called your 
mom, maybe she would let you come 
then?”

Ed shrugged. “Try it,"he said and 
walked away.

Tommy w as so  excited th a t 
evening as he explained to Eva how 
he told Ed about Je su s . Eva agreed 
th a t she would call Ed’s  m other and 
invite him  to visit w ith Mr. Bill the 
next tim e he called for Tommy.

That night it w as easier forTbmmy 
to pray for Ed and he asked for h is 
salvation. —Sis. Connie Sorrell

(To be continued next week.)

QUE3TION8:
1. Was it right for King Herod to 

m any his brother’s  wife?
2. Who told him  so?
3. Who was m ad a t John  the Bap­

tist?
4. W hat did Herodias tell her daugh­

ter to ask  for on a  plate?
5. Why was John  the Baptist killed?
6. W hat day did Jesu s heal the blind 

m an on?
7. W hat did the Pharisees think 

Jesu s was?
8. Who did the m an  who had been 

blind think Je su s w as from?
9. W hat did the Pharisees p u t the 

m an out of who had been blind?

LE88ONTEXT: M att 5:10;14:3-11; 
John  9:1-34.

(Answers: 1. No. 2. John  
the B ap tist 3. Herodias. 
4 . Jo h n  the  B ap tist’s  
head. 5. Because he did 
rig h t 6. The Sabbath. 
7. A s in n e r. 8. God. 
9 . The church.)
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THE SOWER
J e s u s  to ld  th e  people a  sto ry . H e sa id , “A m an  w ent o u t to  sow  seed  

in  h is  field. H e th rew  a  h an d fu l of seed  over th e  d ir t  Som e o f i t  landed  
in  th e  road . B irds cam e a n d  a te  it.

“Som e o f th e  seed  fell on  h a rd , stony  ground. The ra in  cam e. The 
seed  s ta rte d  to  grow. T he su n  cam e. The seed  d id  n o t have long ro o ts 
th a t w ould find  w ater. T he seed  d ried  u p .

“Som e seed  landed  on d irt th a t h a d  w eeds a n d  th o rn s grow ing in  i t  
T he seed  s ta rte d  to  grow. T he w eeds a n d  th o rn s  grew  too. T he w eeds a n d  
th o rn s  w ould n o t le t th e  seed  get enough w ater an d  su n sh in e . They 
died.

“Som e o f th e  seed  fell on  good, so ft d irt. T he seed  w as w atered  by th e  
ra in . T he s u n  cam e a n d  w arm ed it. The seed  s ta rte d  to  grow. T here w ere 
n o  w eeds to  choke it. T he g round  w as deep enough for its  ro o ts to  go 
dow n. T he b ird s  co u ld n 't e a t i t  fo r i t  w as b u ried . T he seed  grew  a n d  
grew . I t becam e a  w hole field  of w heat o r som eth ing  u se fu l to  people.”

L ater, J e s u s ' d iscip les a sk ed  Him , “Tell u s  w h a t th e  sto ry  m ean t.”
J e s u s  sa id , “The m an  is  like a  p reach er telling  G od's w ords. Som e 

of th e  seed  fell on  th e  ro ad  a n d  w as ea ten . Som e people a re  like  th e  road . 
T hey h e a r th e  W ord b u t th e  devil com es rig h t aw ay a n d  tak e s  th e  W ord 
o u t o f th e ir m inds.

“Som e seed  fell o n  th e  sto n y  ground. Som e people a re  like  stony  
ground . They h e a r th e  W ord a n d  p la n t i t  in  th e ir h e a r t  They try  to  do 
rig h t a ll by  them selves. B u t th e n  b a d  th in g s h ap p en  to  them . The b ad  
th in g s m ake th em  stop  try in g  to  do r ig h t

“Som e seed  fell on  th e  g round  th a t h a d  w eeds in  i t  Som e people care  
ab o u t too m any  th in g s h e re  on  th is  ea rth . Soon they  have no  tim e to  do 
w h at God w an ts.

“B u t th e  seed  th a t w as sow n on  th e  good g round  a re  th o se  people 
w ho have m ade th e ir h e a rts  soft. They w an t to  h e a r w hat God says. They 
a sk  fo r H is help  to  do w h at H is W ord says. God m akes th em  good people 
w ho can  help  o th er people.” —Jo a n n a  B ooher



They which are sown on good ground...hear the 
receive it, and bring forth fruit... Mark 4:



and



Praying Together
(Continued from last week.)

Tommy h asn ’t  been a  C hristian 
very long and  already he h a s  grown 
m ore like Je su s . After telling Ed 
abou t Je su s  and  Mr. Bill, Tommy 
noticed Ed didn’t  call him  Monkey- 
Face b u t ju s t said , “Hi.” Tommy w as 
mem orizing M atthew 5:43-48to  say  
to Mr. Bill.

h i a  few days, Mr. Bill called to 
invite Tommy to the truck  stop. 
Tommy explained to him  about Ed. 
“Sure he can  come w ith you,” said  
Mr. Bill. So Eva called Ed’s  m other 
to invite him . “I don’t  know,” said  
M rs. Benit. “1 will have to talk  to 
Ed’s  dad about i t ”

After Eva hung up  the phone, 
she said, “Keep praying for Ed. You 
have already planted a  seed of love 
in  h is h eart and  Je su s  can  u se it to  
change Ed.”

Tommy w as excited a s  he ran  to 
the truck  stop. Again Mr. Bill hugged 
him  before they  sa t down to ea t. “I 
can  see you a re  happy th is evening,” 
said  Mr. Bill. “W hat’s  the  reason?” 

Eagerly, Tommy told Mr. Bill 
abou t Ed and  how he w as able to tell 
Ed abou t Je su s . “He w ants to come 
and  m eetyou,” said  Tommy. “W ould 
th a t be okay?”

“Sure,” said  Mr. Bill w ith a  sm ile. 
“Have you m emorized those scrip­
tu res?  It sounds like you are  doing 
w hat Je su s  said , ‘pray  for them  
w hich despitefully u se  you, and  
persecute you.’ W asn’t  Ed the w orst 
one to call you nam es a t school?” 

Tommy nodded. “Yes, and  I can  
say  those scrip tu res because I have 
really found them  to be tru e .”

Mr. Bill w as pleased to hear 
Tommy quote all h is assigned verses. 
He d idn 't give Tommy a  gift, b u t

Tommy felt rew arded already.
Before they parted , they had  

prayer together. Mr. Bill prayed th a t 
Tommy would continue to have cour­
age to tell o thers abou t Je su s . He 
prayed for Ed, h is salvation, and  for 
h is  m ath  troubles.

"Be patien t w ith Ed, Tom,” said  
Mr. Bill. “He m ay still trea t you 
badly som etim es, b u tju s t continue 
to p ray  for him . J e su s  is  using  you 
to show  him  love. S tay  focused on 
Je su s  and  He will give you the  
streng th  and  courage to see you 
th rough  w hen th in g s a re  going 
wrong.”

“T hanks for your prayers,” said  
Tommy. —Sis. Connie Sorrell 

(To be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat w as th e  m an sewing?
2. W hat did the birds do to the seed 

on the road?
3. W hat happened to  the  seed th a t 

h ad  no long roots?
4. W hat did the w eeds not le t the 

seed have?
5. W hat happened to the seed on 

the  good d irt?
6. W hat does th e  devil do to  th e  

word th a t som e people hear?
7. W hat do som e people do w hen 

bad th ings happen?
8. W hat do som e people care about 

m ore th an  doing w hat God 
w ants?

9 . W hy does God w an t to m ake u s  
good people?

LESSON TEXT: M ark 4:1-20.

(Answers: 1. Seed. 2 . Ate it. 3. It 
dried up . 4 . W ater and sunshine. 
5. It grew. 6. Takes it ou t of their 
m inds. 7. Stop try ingto  do right. 
8. Things here on earth . 9 . So we 
can help others.)
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PEACE, BE STILL
One evening, Je su s  and  H is disciples got in to  a  boat to cross the lake. 

A sto rm  cam e. The w ind blew  h ard  and  the  w aves got h igher and  higher. 
The w ater sp lashed  in to  the  boat.

Je su s  w as asleep on a  pillow. H is disciples cam e to Him and  said , 
“M aster, don’t  you care th a t we m ay die?"

J e su s  got u p  and said  to  the w ind an d  the w aves, “Peace, be still." 
R ight aw ay the w ind stopped and  the w ater becam e still.

The disciples were am azed. They said , “W hat k ind  of m an is  th is  th a t 
even the  w ind and  w ater obey Him?”

A t th e  o th er side o f the  lake J e su s  got o u t  A m an cam e runn in g  
tow ard Him. The m an had  a n  unclean  sp irit. He lived around  th e  graves 
of people and  wore no clo thes. People h ad  tried  to  tie  him  u p  before. They 
h ad  even p u t chain s on him , b u t th e  m an  broke th e  chains.

J e su s  sa id  to  th e  unclean  sp irit in  th e  m an , “Come o u t o f th is  m an."
The bad  sp irit sa id  to  Je su s , “Have you com e to  to rm ent m e, Je su s , 

Son of the  M ost High God?"
J e su s  sa id  to  th e  s p ir it “W hat is  your nam e?"
The sp irit sa id , “My nam e is  Legion, for w e a re  m any sp irits  in  th is  

m an . Please, don’t  send  u s  o u t o f th e  country .”
T here w as a  herd  o f pigs eating  d o se  to  th e  lake. The bad  sp irits  sa id , 

“Je su s , if  you m ake u s  go o u t  send  u s  in to  th e  pigs."
J e su s  said , “Go."
The devils w ent o u t o f the  m an an d  w ent in to  th e  pigs. The pigs acted  

crazy. They ra n  rig h t in to  th e  lake an d  drow ned. The m en who were 
tak ing  care of the pigs saw it. They cam e w ith th e  whole town to see Je su s .

They saw  th e  m an who had  had  u n d e a n  sp irits  in  him  sittin g  in  front 
of Je su s . The m an  w as w earing d o th es  and  had  h is  rig h t m ind.

The m an w anted to  go w ith Je su s  w hen he left. J e su s  sa id  to  him , 
“S tay  here and  tell people th e  good th ings God h a s  done foryou.”The m an 
did  a s  Je su s  told him . All th e  people m arvelled a t  w hat God had  done.

—Jo a n n a  Booher



said...Peao 
there \



still. And the wind ceased, and 
great calm. Mark 4:39.



The Math Drill Game
(Continued from last week.)

Ed would not speak to Tommy a t 
school b u t Tommy still prayed for 
him . One m orning Tommy was walk­
ing to h is classroom  when he saw  a  
paper lying on the floor. Tb be tidy, 
Tommy picked it up. He stood still 
when he saw  the nam e and grade on 
the paper. Ed had m ade a  bad grade 
In m ath)

Quickly. Tommy tucked the pa­
per in  h is m ath book and went to 
class. All m orning he prayed about 
w hat he should do w ith the paper. It 
belonged to Ed, b u t if he gave it to Ed, 
would th a t m ake Ed m ad th a t he had 
it?

“Take it to Mr. Talmon, the m ath 
teacher," said the Lord to Tommy.

"That’s  a  good ideal” agreed 
Tommy. W hen he saw  Mr. Talmon a t 
his desk. Tommy handed him the 
paper. T found th is on the hall floor, 
Mr. Talmon. 1 think Ed m ight need 
it.”

“Why, thank you, Tommy! I will 
give it to him, ” said Mr. Talmon. “You 
know, Tommy, you’re good in  m ath. 
Do you think you could help Ed 
sometime?”

“I-I don’t know ,” stam m ered 
Tommy. “Ed probably wouldn’t  like 
my help."

“We could make it a  team  thing,” 
said Mr. Talmon. “You and Ed could 
be a  team  and I have four other boys 
who need help th a t I could pu t a  good 
m ath student with. T hat would make 
ten boys and five team s, right?”

“I-I guess so,” said Tommy.
Mr. Talmon rubbed his chin in 

thought “We will have m ath drills 
and only the slower m ath student 
m ay answer b u t the helper can give 
him  the answer. Yes, I believe that 
would work. Tommy, are you game?”

“If Ed doesn’t  m ind,” nodded 
Tommy.

Ed did mind a t f irs t b u t the other 
boys liked the idea so he soon gave in. 
The boys w ent to  Mr. Tblmon's room 
during the last p art of lunch break. 
Mr. Talmon would have a  trea t a t  the 
end of the game which the boys realty 
liked.

Tommy and Ed became friends 
and in tim e Ed m et Mr. Bill a t the 
truck  stop.

"Tom h as been telling me about 
your m ath games," said Mr. Bill to 
Ed. “Sounds like you guys are a  
winning team .”

“Yeah, Tom has helped me a  lot,” 
said Ed. “I’m  sorry I used to trea t him  
so badly.”

“Let’s  forget the p ast,” said  Tom, 
“I’m  ju s t glad you’re my friend now."

—Sis. Connie Sorrell 
(To be continued next week.)

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did Jesu s and the disciples 

get into to cross the lake?
2. W hat came while they were on the 

lake?
3. W hat was Jesu s doing during the 

storm ?
4. W hat did Jesu s tell the wind and

waves to do?
5. Did the wind and waves obey 

Him?
6. W hat w as in the m an who came 

running to Jesu s?
7. Was Jesu s able to make the bad 

spirits leave the m an?
8. W hat w as the m an doing after the 

bad  spirits left him ?
9. Did the m an tell people the good 

things God had done?
LESSON TEXT: M ark 4:35-41; 5:1- 
2 0 _____________________________

(Answers: 1. A b o a t 2. A storm .
3. Sleeping. 4. “Be stilL” 5. Yes.
6. Unclean spirits. 7. Yes. 8. Sit­
ting a t Je su s ' feet 8. Yes.)
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THANKS AND GIVING
J e su s  told a  s to iy  to  th e  people. He said , "There w as a  rich  m an who 

h ad  fields. H is fields grew very well and  soon he had  lo ts of food.
“The rich  m an  tho u g h t to  him self, W hat shou ld  I do since I have so 

m uch food? I know  w hat 111 do, 111 te a r down th e  b am s I have and  build  
bigger ones. Then 111 have a  place to  sto re  a ll m y food so  Til have plen ty  
for a  long tim e. I ll say  to m y soul, Soul, you have m uch food to  la s t for 
m any years. Take it easy. E a t an d  d rin k  an d  have a  good tim e.’

"The rich  m an  w as selfish . He d id  n o t th in k  o f sh arin g  h is  food w ith 
people w ho w ere hungry .”

God sa id  to  th e  rich  m an , "You a re  a  foolish m an. T onightyou will die. 
And th en  w ho will have a ll th e  th in g s you w ere try ing  to  keep for 
yourself?’”

T his is  w h at hap p en s to  people w ho w an t to  be rich  h ere  on ea rth . 
T hey can  lose a ll th e ir rich es because they  d id  n o t sto re  them  in  heaven.

J e su s  sa id , "Give to  th e  people w ho have need .”
J e su s  w en t th rough  Galilee an d  S am aria. He cam e in to  a  certa in  

village. Ten lepers saw  Him. Lepers w ere n o t allowed to  com e n e a r o th er 
people. T he lepers stood fa r aw ay an d  called o u t to  Je su s .

They sa id , "Jesu s, M aster, have m ercy on  u s."
J e su s  sa id  to  d ie  ten  lepers, "Go an d  show  yourselves to  th e  p rie s ts .” 

I t w as th e  law  th a t if  anyone got b e tte r from  leprosy, they  h ad  to  le t the 
p rie sts  look a t them  to  m ake su re  they  w ere well.

T he ten  m en did w hat J e su s  sa id . As th ey  tu rn ed  to  go, one of them  
looked a t  h is  so res. H is so res w ere gone. T he m an  tu rn ed  around  and  
p raised  God w ith a  loud  voice.

T he m an  cam e an d  fell dow n in  fron t of J e su s . He said , "Thank You, 
J e su s .”

J e su s  sa id , “W eren’t  th ere  ten  lepers th a t I healed? W here are  the  
o th er n in e?  O nly th is  S am aritan  cam e back  to  give th an k s to  God.”

J e su s  sa id  to  th e  m an , “A rise, go you r w ay. Y our faith  h a s  m ade you 
w ell.” —Jo a n n a  Booher



There are not found that ret 
glory to God, save this strang<





Tom’s Thanksgiving
(Continued from last week.)

Now th a t Ed w as 'Pommy’s  friend, 
he  d idn 't m ind going to school so 
m uch. Even Eva w as m ore p leasan t 
to  he w ith a t hom e. Also, Tommy felt 
better abou t him self.

“Je su s  h as really m ade my life 
better," Tommy said to Eva one cool 
evening. “I don’t  know how I can  pay 
Him back.”

l iv e  for Him,” replied Eva. “You 
have been telling others abou t Je su s  
and  bringing sou ls to Je su s  is the 
best paym ent you can  give to Him."

T m  still praying for Ed to  get 
saved," said  Tommy. “He prays w ith 
Mr. Bill and  m e a t the truck  stop, 
b u t he h a sn 't said  he w ants to be 
saved."

“Don’t  give up, Tommy. Je su s  
m akes you strong  and  good-looking 
on the inside. T hat goodness is  w hat 
m ade Ed your friend. He needs Je su s 
to w ash away the ugly sin  in  h is 
heart and  give him  a  new look on 
life.”

Tommy nodded as he sa t down 
beside h is siste r on the couch. “Do 
you th ink  Je su s  h as m ade my face 
look better?” he w hispered.

Eva took Tommy’s  chin in her 
hand  and  looked over h is  face. 
“Tommy, the scars on your face are 
lighter. Your nose seem s to be grow­
ing out more too. I th ink  the good­
ness of Je su s  is healing you on the 
inside and outside.”Then Eva kissed 
Tommy’s  cheek and  they hugged 
each  other w ith love.

Later, in  the truck  stop w ith Mr. 
Bill and Ed, Tom said, “W hen we 
pray, Mr. Bill, I w ant to thank  Je su s  
for all the  good things He h as done 
for m e. I'm  thankful for my sister 
and  her love for me. She helps me so 
m uch and  takes me to church every 
Sunday. Then I'm  thankful for you,

Mr. Bill. Thanks for taking tim e w ith 
me to tell me about salvation and 
how to live right.

Thanks, Ed, for being my friend. 
M ost o f all, I thank  Je su s  for chang­
ing m e on the inside and out.”

Ed saw  the happiness on Tom 's 
face. “You know, Tom, you m ake me 
w ant to be saved.”

Mr. Bill leaned over the table 
tow ard Ed. “T h is is  a  good tim e to get 
saved, Ed. We can  pray w ith you 
now if you w ant to .”

Ed nodded. “I w ant to look happy 
like Tom does,” he said . There in  the 
truck  stop booth, a ll three bowed 
their heads and  prayed to the  Sav­
iour o f m ankind.

-S is. Connie Sorrell 
(The end.) 

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did the  rich  m an have a  lot 

of?
2. W hat d id the rich  m an w ant to 

m ake to store h is  food in?
3. W as the rich m an going to give to 

hungry people?
4. W hat did God say  would happen 

to the rich m an th a t night?
5. W here should we store our 

riches?
6. W hat should we do for people 

who have need?
7. W hat did Je su s  do for the ten  

lepers?
8. W hat did the Sam aritan do w hen 

he saw  he w as well?
9 . Should we be thankful for w hat 

God gives u s?
LE8SON TEXT: M att. 5:42; Luke 
12:16-21; 17:11-19._____________

(Answers: 1. Food. 2. Bigger 
bam s. 3. No. 4. He would die.
5. In heaven. 6. Give to them .
7. Healed them . 8. Thanked 
Je su s . 9. Yes.)
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THE GIRL WHO CAME BACK TO LIFE
A m an nam ed Ja iru s  cam e to  Je su s . He fell down a t Jesus* feet and said, 

“I have an  only daughter who is  twelve. She is  dying. Please come to my 
house and heal her.**

Je su s  w ent w ith Ja iru s . As they w ent m any people followed them  and 
got in  their way.

There w as a  wom an who had  been sick  for twelve years. She had spen t 
all h er m oney on doctors. The doctors could no t help her. The woman ju s t 
got sicker.

This wom an cam e in  the crowd around Je su s . She thought to herself, 
“If I can  ju s t touch Je su s’ clothes, I will be well.” So, she reached ou t and 
touched His clothes. Right away, she w as perfectly well.

Je su s  stopped and turned  around. He said, “Who touched Me?”
Jesu s’ disciples said, “There are people crowding all around You and 

You are  wondering who touched You?”
Je su s  said , “Someone touched Me. I can  feel th a t healing h as gone ou t 

of Me.”
The woman w as trem bling. She cam e and bowed down a t Je su s’ feet. 

She told Him w hat she had  done and  how she w as well.
Je su s  said  to her, “D aughter, your faith has m ade you well. Go in  peace.”
Ja iru s’ servants cam e to him  and  said , “Your little girl h as died. Don’t  

bo ther Je su s  any m ore.”
Je su s  heard w hat they said. He said  to Ja iru s , “Don’t  be afraid. Only 

believe.”
Je su s  took Peter, Jam es and Jo h n  w ith him  and  w ent to Ja iru s’ house. 

M any people were there crying because the girl w as dead. Je su s  said to 
them , “Why are you dy ing? The girl is  no t dead. She is only sleeping.”

The people laughed a t Je su s . They knew the girl w as dead.
Je su s  m ade them  all go out. He took Ja iru s  and  h is wife and  Peter, 

Jam es and Jo h n . He w ent into the room where the little girl w as. He took 
her by the hand  and  said , “Maid, arise .”

The little  girl got up  and  walked to her paren ts. Theywere am azed. Je su s  
told them  to give her som ething to  eat. —Jo an n a  Booher





And straightway the damsel 
arose, and walked. Mark 5:42.



First Snow Of Winter
Saturday m orning Jerry, Linda 

and Randy woke up  to find a  white 
earth  outside. Five or six-inches of 
snow covered the ground and snow 
drifts were bigger yet.

“Let’s  get dressed and go sled­
ding!” exclaimed Jerry .

Eagerly the children p u t on their 
coats, hats, scarves, boots and gloves. 
“Only stay  outside one hour,M said 
M other. “Then all of you come back 
inside for a  while. I will have break­
fast ready by th a t tim e.”

“Okay, we will,” agreed the three 
as they eagerly pulled open the back 
door. Soon they had their sleds ou t 
of the garage and were crunching up 
a  nearby hill. W ith shouts of fun and 
laughter, Jerry , then  Linda, and 
Randy would jum p on a  sled and 
rush  down the hill—snow  spraying 
behind the sled.

One hour w ent by very fast b u t 
the children’s  stom aches’ rem inded 
them  it w as tim e to go home for 
breakfast. As they passed an  older 
neighbor lady’s  house, she called to 
them  from her front door.

“Could you children help me a  
m inute?” said Mrs. Lloyd. *1 need 
someone to  take these three letters 
to  my m ailbox.”

“Oh, yes, we can do th a t for you,” 
said  Jerry . Linda and Randy waited 
while Je rry  took the letters from Mrs. 
Lloyd, walked to her mailbox, and 
p u t them  inside.

“Thankyou very much!” said Mrs. 
Lloyd. “Would you be able to get my 
m ail for me la te r after the m ailm an 
brings it?  I can’t  w alk in  the snow 
very welL”

“We will do w hat we can to  help 
you,” replied Jerry.

At home they pulled offtheirboots 
and  left them  outside because they 
were too w et and dirty to come in­

side. M other had m ade a  big b reak ' 
fast of sausage gravy, b iscu its , 
scram bled eggs and orange ju ice or 
milk.

“W hat a  w onderful breakfast, 
Honey,” said  Dad as he sa t down a t 
the table. “Children, let’s  bow our 
heads and thank  the Lord for His 
goodness to u s.”

Dad said the blessing and every­
one said, “Amen,” when he finished.

“Mrs. Lloyd asked me to p u t three 
letters in her mailbox," Jerry  told his 
parents. “She w ants u s to get her 
m all later when it comes.”

“T hat is good of you, Jerry ,” said 
Dad. “We need to see about our 
elderly neighbors when there is snow 
and ice on the ground. I will check to 
see if she needs anything from town. 
I could get som ething for h er while I 
am  there.” —Sis. Connie Sorrell

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did Ja iru s  w ant Je su s  to do 

for h is little girl?
2. Did Jesu s go w ith Ja iru s?
S. Who got in their way?
4. W hat did the sick woman w ant to 

do to be well?
5. W as she m ade well when she 

touched Je su s’ clothes?
6. Did Je su s  know she had touched 

Him?
7. W as Je su s  glad th a t she was 

well?
8. W hat happened to Ja iru s’ little 

girl while they were coming?
9. W hat did Je su s  do for the litlle 

girl who had died?

LE88QN TEXT: M ark 5:22-43.

(Answers: 1. Heal her. 2. Yes. 
3. People. 4. Touch J e su s ’ 
clothes. 5. Yes. 6. Yes. 7. Yes. 
8. She died. 9. Made her alive 
again.)
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THE THIRSTY WOMAN
Je su s  w ent through Sam aria. He s a t down by a  well because He w as 

tired . A Sam aritan wom an cam e w ith h er w aterpot to get w ater.
Je su s  said  to her, “Give m e a drink .”
The wom an said , “Why are  you asking me for a  drink? You Jew s don’t  

talk  to u s S am aritans.”
Je su s  said  to her, “If you knew who I am , you would have asked me for 

a  drink. I can  give you living w ater.”
The wom an said , “The well is deep and  you don’t  have anything to  get 

w ater w ith. How can  you give me w ater?”
Je su s  said , “W hoever d rinks from  th is  well will still get th irsty . B ut I can  

give you w ater th a t will m ake you never th irsty  again. The w ater th a t 1 give 
will m ake you live forever.”

The wom an said , “S ir, give m e th is  w ater. I don’t  w ant to have to keep 
com ing here.”

Je su s  said , “Go and  bring your husband .”
The wom an said , “1 don’t  have a  husband .”
Je su s  said , “You have told the tru th . You have had  five husbands. B ut 

th e  m an you have now is  n o t your husband .”
The wom an said , “I can  see th a t You m ust be a  prophet. You Jew s say 

th a t we should  go to church  in  Jeru salem  bu tw e like to  go to  church  here.” 
Je su s  sa id  to  her, “P retty  soon you won’t  go to Jerusalem  o r here for 

church . The people who realty w ant to serve God m u st serve Him w ith their 
sp irit and in  tru th . T hat’s  how God realty w ants people to  serve Him.” 

The wom an said , “I know th a t th e  C hrist is  coming. W hen He com es He 
will tell u s  everything.”

Je su s  said , “I am  C h ris t”
The wom an left her w aterpot and  w ent in to  the  city. She sa id  to  the m en, 

“Come and  see a  m an who told m e everything I ever did. Isn’t  He the  
C hrist?”

M any of th e  people heard  her. They believed Je su s  w as the  C hrist 
because the  wom an said  so. The S am aritans cam e o u t to see Je su s . They 
asked  Him to  stay  and  teach  them . Je su s  did and  m any m ore S am aritans 
believed He w as the  C hrist. —Jo an n a  Booher



But whosoever 
drlnketh of the 

water that I shall 
give him shall 
never thirst.
John 4:14.





Recording A  Special Gift
“M other, d id  you  sen d  o u r 

C hristm as lis t to G randm a?” L inda 
asked  a s  sh e  cam e in to  th e  k itchen  
w here M other w as cooking su p ­
per.

“Yes, I d id ,” replied M other. “Re­
m em ber th a t you w on 't ge t every­
th in g  on y o u r l i s t ”

“O h, I know  th a t,” sa id  L inda. “I 
am  thankftil for w hatever G randm a 
an d  G randpa buy  u s . W hat shou ld  
we get for them  th is  C hristm as? I t 
is  alw ays so  h a rd  to  b u y  for them  
because they  have everything they  
need , it  seem s.”

“W ell, I have been  th in k in g  
ab o u t a  g ift for them ,” sa id  M other. 
“W ould you children be w illing to 
record a  tape  for them ? You could 
sing  songs and  tell sto ries. T h at 
would be a  gift they  couldn’t  b u y  a t 
th e  sto re  an d  I th in k  they  would 
love it.”

Linda’s  eyes shone w ith  excite­
m e n t “T hat’s  a  good ideal” sh e  
exclaim ed. “I ll tell Je rry  and  R andy 
ab o u t i t  an d  we will ge t som e songs 
an d  sto ries ready  rig h t away!”

T he boys Uked th e  id ea  also  an d  
th a t evening th e  fam ily p lanned  
an d  p racticed  for th e  recording. 
W hile J e rry  read  th e  C hristm as 
sto ry  horn  Luke th e  second chap­
te r, L inda a n d  R andy h ad  sound  
effects to  add  to  th e  story. They 
san g  S ile n t N ig h t an d  A w a y  In  T h e  
M cm ger. T hen L inda quoted a  poem  
ab o u t th e  T hree W ise M en w ho 
b ro ugh t gifts to  baby Je su s .

W hen th e  casse tte  tap e  w as fin­
ished , th ey  w ere a ll excited ab o u t 
i t  “I hope G randpa likes it, too,” 
sa id  R andy. “1 said  one poem  ju s t  
for h im .”

T m  su re  he will be glad to h e a r 
it,” sa id  M other.” Let’s  w rap th e  
tape in  som e C hristm as p ap er so  it  
w ill be ready  to  tak e  w hen w e go 
C hristm as Eve.”

O n th e  ro a d  to  th e ir  
g ran d p aren t’s  h o u se  C hristm as 
Eve, th e  ch ild ren  talked  in  th e ir 
van  ab o u t th e  tap e  they  had  m ade. 
“They seem  to  have forgotten th e ir 
w an ts for C hristm as,” sa id  D ad to  
M other w ith  a  w ink. T hen to  h is  
ch ildren  h e  sa id , “I t really  is  excit­
ing  to  give som eone som ething, 
isn ’t  it? ”

“It is  fun to  give and  to  get 
th in g s,” replied R andy honestly .

D ad laughed. “I guess you’re  
righ t. We need to  give love an d  feel 
loved. B oth are  im portan t."

—S is. Connie Sorrell
QUESTIONS:
1. W hat k ind  o f w om an cam e to  

th e  w ell?
2. Did Jew s ta lk  to  S am aritan s?
3 . Did J e su s  ta lk  to  her?
4 . W hat did J e su s  say  He could 

give th e  w om an?
5. Did th e  w om an w an t to  live 

forever?
6 . How d id  J e su s  say  God w an ts 

u s  to  serve Him ?
7. Did th e  w om an believe J e su s  

w as th e  C hrist?
8. W ho did the  w om an tell ab o u t 

Je su s?
9 . Did m ore people believe J e su s  

w as C hrist?
LE88ON TEXT: Jo h n  4:4-42.

(A nsw ers: 1. A S a m a rita n  
w om an. 2 . No. 3 . Yes. 4 . Living 
w ater. 5 . Yes. 6 . W ith o u r sp irit 
and  in  tru th . 7 . Yes. 8 . The m en 
in  th e  city . 9 . Yes.)

Periodicals postage paid a t G uthrie, OK. Published quarterly In weekly parts byFtiithPub. House, 4318 
S. Division. G uthrie. OK. Joanna Booher, Editor. One subscription. $4.00 per year(32 papers). Includes 
Junior and prim ary sections. Postm aster: Please send address canectfoos to  above address.



T H E‘B 'E M tflJU L  W W

“COMB ONTO MB***____
— ., -g

VoL 53 , No. 4  Primaries (U8PS549-000) Part 24 D ec. 15 ,2002

DO AS JESUS SAYS
As Je su s  w ent through Galilee a  ru ler came to  him. H ie ru ler said. “Lord, 

please come down and heal my son. He is about to die.”
Je su s said, "You will no t believe in Me unless I do m iracles.”
The m an said, “Lord, come down or my child will die.”
Je su s  said to the m an, "Go home. Your son is  well.”
The m an believed Je su s. He did as Je su s  said. He w ent home. As he w as 

going h is servants came and m et him . They said, "Your son is  welL”
The m an asked them , "When did he s ta rt to get better?”
The servants told him , T t was about the seventh hour yesterday.”
The m an knew th a t it w as a t th a t very tim e th a t Jesu s had said, "Your 

son is w ell” He believed in  Je su s  and all the people in h is house believed too.
Je su s  w ent to Jerusalem . There w as in Jerusalem  a  pool of w ater called 

Bethesda. Many sick people lay around th is pool. At a  certain  tim e an  angel 
from God cam e down and m ade the w ater move. Whoever w as the first to  get 
into the w ater after it moved becam e well.

Je su s  cam e to the pool. He saw a  m an who had been sick for thirty-eight 
years.

Je su s  said  to him , "Do you w ant to be well?”
The m an said, ^Sir, I have no one to p u t me into the w ater when it moves. 

While I am  trying to get there someone else gets in before m e.”
Je su s  said, "Get up. Pick up  your bed and w alk.”
Right away the m an was m ade well. He did as Je su s  said. He picked up 

h is bed and walked. T hat day was the sabbath  day.
The Jew s saw  the m an carrying h is bed. They said to him, "It is wrong 

for you to be carrying your bed on the sabbath .”
The m an said to  them , "The m an who m ade me well told me to pick up 

my bed and w alk.”
The Jew s asked him  who had m ade him  well. The m an did no t know who 

it was.
Later, Je su s  found the m an in the tem ple and said  to him , "You are well 

now. Don’t  sin  anymore or som ething worse m ay happen to you."
—Jo an n a  Booher



Rise, take up thy 
bed, and walk. 

And...the man.. .took 
up his bed, and 

walked. John 5:8-9.





The Greatest Gift Of AD
In  fam ily w orship . M other rea d  

to  Je rry , l in d a  a n d  R andy ab o u t 
th e  ch ild ren  In  C hina w h o h ear th e  
sto ry  o fbaby  J e su s  from  A m erican 
m issionaries. C hinese children can  
n o t a tte n d  S u n d ay  school freely 
U keA m ericansbecauseitis again st 
th e  law  in  C hina. Even m issionar­
ies a re  a rre s te d  if  th ey  a re  cau g h t 
teach ing  ab o u t Je su s .

“W hat can  w e do to  help  th e  
ch ild ren  in  C hina?” L inda ask ed  
h e r m other.

“F irs t of all, w e n eed  to  p ray  for 
th em  th a t th e  Lord will help  them . 
T hen  w e can  sen d  C hristm as C are 
packages to  th em  th ro ugh th e  
Voice o f th e  M artyrs. If w e w ill get 
a  shoebox a n d  fill i t  w ith  sim ple 
toys a n d  b asic  clo th ing  articles, 
th e n  VOM m en an d  w om en a re  
w illing to  risk  th e ir lives to  tak e  
th ese  to  C hinese ch ild ren . Also, 
we need  to  give m oney to  p ay  for a  
C h inese  New T estam en t to  b e  
tu ck ed  in to  each  sh o e  box. In  th is  
w ay, ch ild ren  in  C hina can  le a m  
ab o u t J e s u s  a n d  celeb rate  H is 
b irth .”

“O h, le t’s  m ake th e  boxes!” ex­
claim ed Je rry  an d  L inda together.

“W hat k in d  o f toys do th ey  
need?” ask ed  Randy.

“Okay, w e need  to  get fou r b ig  
shoe boxes,” sa id  M other. “I will 
m ake a  box for baby  A llen to  send . 
W e can  p u t sm all b a lls, colors a n d  
a  color bock , an d  a  doll o r c a r for 
a  girl o r boy. L inda can  p u t in  h e r 
box girl’s  u nderc lo thes an d  th e  
boys can  p u t boys’ u nderc lo thes 
in  th e irs. We w rap th e  lid  sep ara te  
from  th e  b ig  box so  th a t th e  VOM 
sta ff m em ber can  check  each  box

a n d  p u t th e  New T estam en t in  it. ” 
“I t a lso  says w e can  p u t a  p ic­

tu re  o f ourselves in  th e  box,” sa id  
J e rry  w ho w as read in g  over h is  
m other’s  shou lder.

Eagerly, th e  ch ild ren  s ta rte d  
on  th e ir p ro jects. In  a  couple of 
days, th ey  h a d  everything read y  to  
tak e . Even baby  A llen h a d  h is  p ic­
tu re  tu ck ed  in  h is  box.

“Before w e tak e  th ese  boxes,” 
sa id  M other, “W e sh o u ld  p ray  over 
th em  a n d  a sk  J e su s  to  b less th e  
ones w ho will receive them . W e 
w an t th em  to  see  th e  love of J e su s  
a n d  accep t Him a s  th e ir S aviour.” 

T ogether th e  fam ily p rayed  for 
th e  C hinese ch ild ren  w ho need  
J  e su s  to  give th em h o p e  an d p eace  
in  th e ir lives. G iving th e  Love of 
J e s u s  is  th e  G rea test G ift o f all.

—Sis. C onnie S orrell 
QUESTIONS:
1. W ho d id  th e ru le r  say  w as sick?
2. W h atd id  J e s u s  te ll th e  ru le r to  

do?
3. D id th e  ru le r do a s  J e s u s  sa id ?
4. W as th e  ru le r’s  so n  m ade w d l?
5. W hat k in d  of people lay  a ro u n d  

th e  pool called  B ethesda?
6. D id th e  m an  w ho h a d  b een  sick  

th irty -e igh t y ears w an t to  b e  
w ell?

7. D id th e  m an  do w h at J e su s  
to ld  h im  to?

8. W as th e  m an  m ade w ell?
9. W hat d id  J e s u s  te ll th e  m an  

n o t to  do anym ore?
LESSONTEXT: J o h n 4:46-53; 5:1- 
14.

(Answers: 1. H is son . 2 . Go 
hom e. 3 . Yes. 4 . Yes. 5 . S ick  
people. 6 . Y es. 7 . Yes. 8 . Yes.
9 . S in.)
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HIS NAME IS JESUS
In  th e  beginning w as JESU S. JESU S w as w ith God in  th e  beginning. 

JESU S w as God. Everything w as m ade by  JESU S. N othing w as m ade 
w ithou t him .

Over two thousand  years ago. King Herod ru led  Ju d e a . In  th a t tim e 
God se n t H is special m essenger angel, G abriel, to  earth . G abriel cam e to  
a  girl nam ed M ary and  said  to  her, “H ail, you a re  b lessed  am ong w om en.”

M ary w as afraid  and  w ondered w h at th is  angel w ould say.
G abriel said , “D o n t be afraid , M ary. God h a s  favored you. You a re  

going to  have a  baby and  you will call Him JESU S. God’s  Holy S p irit will 
give you th is  child . T h at is  w hy th is  son  will be called God’s  Son.”

M aiy w as engaged to a  m an nam ed Jo sep h . An angel cam e from  God 
to  Jo sep h  also . The angel said . “ Jo seph , the  baby  M ary is  going to  have 
is  from  God’s  Holy S p irit You will nam e th is  baby  JESU S an d  He will save 
people from  th eir s in s .”

The em peror of th a t tim e, C aesar A ugustus, m ade a  law th a t everyone 
m u st go back  to  th e ir hom etow n to pay  taxes. Jo sep h  and  M ary w ere both  
from  B ethlehem  so  they  w ent there. M ary w as soon going to have h e r 
baby.

There w ere m any people in  B ethlehem  an d  Jo sep h  could n o t find an  
in n  for them . Finally, som eone le t them  stay  in  a  stab le  w here the  anim als 
w ere k e p t

T h at n igh t JESU S, God’s  Son, w as bom  on earth . M ary w rapped h e r 
little  baby  in  sw addling clo thes an d  laid  Him in  th e  m anger.

S hepherds cam e to  see JESU S. They sa id  th a t angels h ad  appeared 
o u t of heaven to  tell them  ab o u t th is  baby. The angels said , “Glory to  God 
an d  peace to  m en.”

Rich and  w ise m en cam e from  far aw ay to see JESU S. They sa id  they  
h ad  followed a  s ta r  th a t m oved in  the  sky. The s ta r  w as a  sign  died the 
King of the  Jew s w as bom  and  i t  stopped rig h t over w here JESU S w as.

JESU S w as God, com e to  ea rth  a s  a  person . JESU S w as God’s  Son 
and  did w hat God said . He died for o u r sin s. JESU S is King forever in  
heaven. —Jo a n n a  Booher



In the beginning was the 
Word...and the Word was 

God. John 1:1.





Big Family Christmas
G randpa and  G randm a w ere 

happy to see Jerry , Linda, Randy 
and  baby Allen. Like u su a l a t C hrist­
m as tim e, their house sm elled of 
baked pum pkin pies and  roasting  
turkey. O ranges, apples and  n u ts  
were in  a  big  bowl in  th e  center ofthe 
dining room table and  a  poinsettia 
w as a t each end on the w hite lace 
table cloth.

Friendly talk  and  laughter filled 
the  house a s  aun ts, uncles and cous­
in s learned w hat w as happening in  
each o th er’s  lives. The ch ild ren  
circled around the  m ound of pack­
ages stacked neatly in  the  com er o f 
the living room . Each child knew 
th a t one gift h ad  h is  o r h e r nam e on 
it so a  grand search  w as underw ay 
to find “my” g ift

Finally, G randm a called o u t, 
"Time to eat!” As everyone gathered 
into the kitchen, G randpa looked 
about h is  family w ith gratitude in  
h is h e a rt “Let u s give thanks un to  
th e  Lord for He is  good,” sa id  
G randpa. Q uiet peace slipped into 
the room  as old and  young alike 
bowed th eir heads before the Lord of 
lords and  King of kings.

G randpa thanked th e  Father for 
sending His son, a  little hum ble 
baby, who later died on a  cruel cross 
for the salvation of souls. “May we 
each one know You a s  our personal 
Saviour, ” prayed G randpa, “and give 
You the  gift of our lives in  service to 
You. Amen.”

Soon everyone had  heapingplate- 
fuls of food and  they ate  and a te  and 
ate. Later in  the  evening the family 
s a t down in  the living room  near the 
stack  of gifts.

“It is  tim e to read the C hristm as 
story,” said  G randpa a s  he opened 
h is faithful, tattered  Bible to Luke,

the second chapter. G randm a lit 
two can d le s  an d  s e t th em  by  
G randpa. Someone tu rned  off the 
o ther lights and  G randpa read by 
cand le ligh t. A ctually, G randpa 
nearly had  the verses memorized as 
he read  abou t the  ride to  Bethlehem , 
the stab le, the m anger, the angels in  
the sky and  the shepherds* visit to 
see baby Je su s.

A fter th e  reading , th ey  san g  
C hristm as songs and  prayed again. 
At last, G randpa began to  hand  ou t 
the gifts. Jerry , Linda and  Randy 
w ere excited w hen they handed  
G randm a and  G randpa th eir sm all 
package. “O h.you allsangand  talked 
on  a  cassette  tape for us!” exclaim ed 
G randm a w hen she opened it.

“We will treasu re  th is personal 
gift th a t you m ade us!”

—Sis. Connie Sorrell

QUESTIONS:
1. How long h a s  Je su s  been alive?
2. Is Je su s  God?
3. Who created everything?
4. W here did the angel come from  

th a t cam e to Mary?
5. Who did Gabriel say  M aiy w as 

going to get her baby from ?
6. W here w as Je su s , God’s  Son, 

bom ?
7. Who did the shepherds say  had 

appeared o u t of heaven?
8. W hat did the w ise m en say  had 

stopped righ t over Jesu s?
9. W here is  Je su s  now?

LESSON TEXT: M att. 1:20-21; 2:1- 
2 ,9-11; Luke 1:26-35; 2:1-18; Jo h n  
1:1-3.

(Answers: 1. Since the begin­
ning. 2. Yes. 3 . Je su s. 4 . Ftom  
God. 5 . God’s  Holy Spirit. 6. In a  
stable. 7. Angels. 8. A sta r. 9. Li 
heaven.)
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THE LUNCH THAT WENT A  LONG WAY
J e su s  had  twelve discip les He called “apostles.” He se n t them  o u t two 

by  two to  p reach  in  o th er c ities. He gave them  pow er to  c a s t devils o u t 
o f people an d  h eal people.

The apostles w en t in to  m any cities. They p reached  th a t people 
shou ld  rep en t o f th e ir sin s. T hey c a s t o u t devils an d  ano in ted  people 
w ith oil and  healed  them .

W hen th e  apostles cam e back  from  preaching , Je su s  sa id  to  them , 
“Come in to  a  q u ie t p lace aw ay from  th e  people an d  r e s t ”

J e su s  took His d iscip les acro ss th e  se a  o f Galilee to a  d ese rt place. 
M any people saw  Him leaving and  w ent around  th e  sea. They m et Je su s  
an d  H is discip les on th e  o th er side. Je su s  saw  th e  people an d  felt p ity  
for them . He began  to  teach  them  m any th ings.

The day  passed  and  it w as late . J e su s ’ d iscip les said  to  Him , “Send 
th e  people aw ay. They need to  go in to  th e  little  tow ns to  b u y  food.”

J e su s  said , “Give th e  people food to  e a t.”
The disciples said , “Even if  we had  th irty  do llars to  spend  for food it 

w ouldn’t  be enough.” T here w ere five tho u san d  people there .
J e su s  said , “How m any  loaves of b read  do you have?”
A ndrew  said , “There is  a  little  boy here  who h a s  five loaves of bread 

an d  two fishes. B u t w h at a re  they  am ong so m any?”
J e su s  said , “M ake th e  people s it dow n.”
J e su s  took the loaves o f b read  and  fishes. He thanked  His F ath er for 

th e  food. He broke the bread  and  fishes and  gave them  to  H is disciples. 
H is d iscip les gave them  to  th e  people. J e su s  k ep t giving o u t m ore and  
m ore b read  and  fish.

The people a te  and  a te  u n til theyw ere full. J e su s  said  to  H is d isciples, 
“Pick u p  all th e  pieces th a t the  people couldn’t  ea t. Let’s  n o t w aste it.”

The d iscip les picked u p  all the sc rap s and  filled twelve b ask e ts  w ith 
them . The people w ere am azed a t  th is  m iracle th a t J e su s  did. They said , 
“T his is  su rely  th a t p ro p h et th a t God prom ised to  send."

—Jo a n n a  Booher





did all eat, and 
;d. Mark 6:42



The Lord's Goodness
It w as late  a t night and  all the 

fam ily w as in bed. They had  already 
prayed together. M other had  tucked 
Randy and  Allen in  their own beds. 
She had  talked w ith Je rry  while he 
w as in  bed, b u t Linda had  her bed­
room  door sh u t so M otherjust called 
“good-night” to her.

The tick  of the  grandfather clock 
in  the hallw ay echoed through the 
w arm  house a s  the h eater tu rned  on 
and  off. Cold wind blew about the 
house and w histled th ro u g i cracks 
around doors o r windows. Now and  
then  a  tree branch  from  an  oak tree 
brushed  against the house.

M other laid in  bed thinldngabout 
the day, the p ast week, the  pastyear 
and  how the Lord had  blessed them . 
Je su s  had  healed Dad when he w as 
sick, saved Je rry  from  sin , blessed 
Linda w ith new  friends, helped 
Randy in  school and gave them  baby 
Allen to love. All the  fam ily w as 
healthy and  growing in  the good­
ness of the Lord. W hat a  m ighty God 
to serve! W ith thanksgiving in  her 
heart, M other w as ju s t dozing off to 
sleep when...BANG! BANG! BANG!

Someone seem ed to be pounding 
on th e ir fron t door! M other s a t 
stra igh t up  and  listened carefully. 
BANG! BANG! BANG!

There w as the pounding again!
Quickly M other sprang  o u t of 

bed and w ent to h er bedroom  door, 
listen in g  closely, she heard  noises 
comingfrom Linda’s  bedroom! Some­
one w as in  Linda’s  bedroom! As 
M other hurried toward Linda’s  room, 
she picked up  the  iron from  the 
ironing board in  the  hall. She would 
sm ack whoever it w as on top of h is 
head!

W hen Mother sw ung open Linda’s  
door, she found her daughter stand ­

ing on her bed, h itting  h e r closet 
door w ith a  broom stick handle.

“W hat is  going on in  here?” de­
m anded M other.

“Oh, M other, I heard  rattling  pa­
pers in  m y closet and w hen I looked, 
1 found th is  th ief eating my C hrist­
m as candy.”Then Linda h it the closet 
door w ith the broom . BANG! BANG! 
BANG!

“You get o u t of there, you sneaky 
m ouse! I won’t  have you eating  my 
candy!”

M other ju s t p u t down the iron 
and  laughed. “Thank you, Lord,” 
she said , “for protecting my family 
from  real harm  and  dangers.”

—Sis. Connie Sorrell

QUESTIONS:
1. W hat did the  apostles preach to 

people and  tell them  to do?
2. Who gave the apostles power to 

c a st o u t devils and  heal?
3. W hy did Je su s  take the apostles 

across the sea to a  quiet place?
4 . W hat did the  people do when 

they saw  Je su s  crossing the  sea?
5. W hat did Je su s  feel for the 

people?
6. W hat did the  disciples th ink  

Je su s  should do to the  people 
w hen it w as late?

7. W hat did Je su s  th ink  they should 
do for the people?

8. How m any loaves and fishes did 
the  little boy have?

9. W as Je su s  able to  feed the people 
w ith th a t?

LE380N TEXT: M ark 6:7. 3 0 4 4 ; 
Jo h n  6:1-14.

(Answers: 1. Repent. 2. Je su s . 
3. To rest. 4 . Followed him . 
5. Pity. 6. Send them  away. 
7. Feed them . 8. Five loaves, two 
fishes. 9 . Yes.)
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