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GOD LEADS ABRAM

God had scattered the people of Babel so they wouldn't become
more wicked. The people moved in all directions and built cities. But
most of the people still did not worship God and serve Him.

Not far from Babel, the people built another city. These people
worshiped the moon-god named Ur, so they named their city after
their god.

Near Ur lived a man named Terah. He had three grown sons
whose names were Abram, Nahor, and Haran. Haran died and left a
son named Lot. One day Terah decided the family should move to
Canaan, so they took all they owned and began the long journey.
When they reached a place named Haran, Terah died. He was 205
years old. :

Abram was not like those who lived around him. Like Noah, he
worshiped God. One day God spoke to Abram. He told him, "Leave
this country, your relatives, and your father’s house. Go to a land that
i will show you. | will bless you and make you a great blessing.
Through you, all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

Abram did not understand all that God said to him. Already he
was getting old, and he did not even have one child. How could the
world be biessed through his family when he had none? He did not
understand that God would give him a son and that many years later,
Jesus would be born into the very family of Abram. This way Abram's
family gave ail the world a blessing by giving them a Saviour.

Although Abram did not understand all that God told him, he
obeyed through faith. This means that he obeyed God and believed
what God said, because he was sure God would keep His promise.

—Sis Nelda Sorrelt




"Abram departed, as the Lord hz



) -

'd spoken unto him." (Gen. 12:4)



God's Calling

“Christmas was such a happy time this
yearl” Gary said to his mother as he stood
nearby her in the kitchen where she was
making hot rolls for suppcr.

“Yes, it was nice to be with all the family
again,” replied Mother. "We probably won't
see Uncle Ryan and Aunt Sucagain foralong
tinie. Do you remember what country they
traveled from?”

"Germany!” replied Gary. 1 liked seeing
the pictures Unele Ryan took and hearing his
storics about prople so hungry for freedom
and truth. When I grow up, I want to be a
missionary like Uncle Ryan. I want to hand
oul tracts and Bibles to people. It would be
exciting to travel and work for Jesus!”

"Yes, it s exciting,” agreed Mother, “but
there are also hard times and loncely days.
Remember, while they have been in Ger-
many these nine months, there have been
three weddings, a new baby girl, and two
deaths in our family. Aunt Suc said she
longed to be with the family at these times
and to hug lithe Angela, but she couldn’t”

*And Grandpa so wanted o talk to Uncle
Ryan before he died,” remembered Gary qui-
etly. "I think it would be hard to be so far
away {roni your dad when he is dying.”
*Yes,” sald Mother, brushing away a tear.
*Weare thankful that they arewilling towork
for the Lord in a faraway land, bul we miss
them and they miss us, That s called a
sacrifice. We let thern go, and they give thedr
time so that others may hear about Jesus
and the Truth that will set them freel”

*God muslt be pleased with them going, for
He has answered many prayers for them,
sometimes in unusual ways,” sald Gary.
"Once was that time when they were needing
money for the train so they could gel to a
meeting in another town. God told Uncle
Ryan to pack his Bibles and tracts and to
stand in line at the train station. Uncle Ryun
obeyed the Lord though he didn't have money
for the ticket. While standing in lne behind
a well dressed man, a sad Jooking woman
suddenly came up to the man and erying
asked him not to jeave that night. Uncle
Ryan could tell by what they saud, that they
were having mamiage troubles, Te handed
this couple a tract and a Bible, They acted
surprised, but thanked Unele Ryan. After

talking a while longer the man said, ‘Okay, 1
won't leave, bul what shall 1 do with my
ticket? Then he asked Unele Ryan where he
was going, and finding it to be the same
placc, he gave his ticket to Uncle Ryan, just
before the train stopped at the station. Uncle
Ryan handed the ticket 20 the conductor and
rode the train to the meeting. That was all
dirccted by God, wasn't it, Mother?®
"Yes, -

. Gary, it
was, " % /2/'/< s a i d
Mother. o b "God has
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God calls you. But make surce you arce called.
Just to go because it sounds exciting is not
reasonenough to forsake family and friends.”

Gary was thoughtful while he watched
Mother cover the hot rolls with a clean towcl
s0 they could rise before baking.

Then Gary said, “One thing 1 can do is
stay saved, so that il God cver calls me to be
a missionary | will be ready to go.”

—Counie Sorrell

Questions:

. Who scattered the people of Babel?

. Who lived near Ur?

. How many sons did he have?

. How old was Terah when he died?

Who was diflerent from the people a-

round him?

. Who did he worship?

. Who spoke to Abram one day?

. Who would be born into Abranr's family
many years later?

9. What was Abram surc of?

_
-

Lesson texts: Gen. 11:27-12:20.
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ABRAM MAKES A CHOICE

Abram obeyed God. He left his brother, Nahor, and his family at Haran
and started toward Canaan as God had commanded. He took his wife Sarai,
his nephew Lot, their servants, and all their animals with him. When he
reached a place named Bethel, he built an altar and offered a sacrifice to
God.

Abram was now a very rich man. He had many servants, flocks and
herds of animals, and much gold and silver. Lot also had many servanis and
animals. Wherever Abram and Lot setlled, it looked like a small city.

Soon there was trouble between the servants. Both Abram's and Lot’s
servants tried to get the best land and the most water for their master's
animats. There was not enough water and pasture for them all.

Abram heard about the trouble. He could see how hard it was for the
servants to find encugh pasture and water. So Abram told Lot, “Let there
be no quarrel between us or between our servants. The whole land is before
us. Letl us separate. If you choose the west country, | will go east; but if you
want the east country, | will take the west.” God had promised all this land
to Abram. Abram could have chosen the best land for himself. Instead, he
offered Lot the first choice.

Lot looked out over the green valley with the Jordan River running
through it. Selfishly, he chose the best land for himself and moved there.

God saw how Abram gave up the best land just to keep peace. He was
well pleased. Again He talked to Abram and told him, "Lift up your eyes and
look in every direction. All the land that you see | will give to you and your
children.”

Wherever Abram moved, he always built an altar. Here he worshiped
God and talked to Him. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell



"Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan." {






One Blue Lego

Jim and Donna were in the living
roomn playing nicely with their legos.
Jim was building a big truck with black
wheels and a blue cab. Donna was
making a house with windows and doors
in the blue walls.

“Now | need one more blue lego to
finish my truck. Do you have an exira
one?” he asked Donna.

Donna gathered up the lew remain-
ing legos she had set cul for her house.
“Ineed every one of these,” she told him.
“You can look in the lego bucket lor
more blue ones, il you want one.”

Jim dug around in the bucket but
couldn't find anather blue lego.

“Now 1 have my house all fintshed!”
declared Donna. “[ow do you like it?”

Jim looked at Donna’'s house for a
minute. “Well, | think you need another
window in it,” he said. “Why don't you
take out two blue legos right here on
this wall.”

*I don't want any more windows in
my house!” Donnacreplied. T like it just
the way it is!”

“Then Pl just make a window in your
house,” saild Jim as he rcached lor
Donna’s lego house.

“Stlop! Stop! Don't tearup my house!”
cried Donna. She reached for her honse
and broke the roof off as she tried to
yank it from Jim.

Donna bBurst into tears. “Now, look!
You've broken my house.” she cried.

I did not,” said Jim. “You did! You
pulied the roof off. I was only taking two
leggos out of the wall.”

“Mama! Marna! Jim is taking all my
ledos, come and look at what he did to
my house!” Donna hrred othe Kitchen
where Mother was. “Manut, just come
and look at what Jun did o my lego
house.” wadled Donuna. Mother followed
Donna into the living room. She had
heard the children's argument but had
hoped they would settle it themselves,

Jim was carefully putting the roof
back on Donna’s house just as Mother
and Donna came into the room. *I didn’t
mean for her house 1o be torn up,” he
told Mother. "I just thought her house
would look better with another window
and | was going to help her make the
window. See, here is the other window.
Does that lock bad, Donua?”

Donnalooked al her house. Really, it
looked pretiy nice with another window
in the back wall. “Okay, I guess it will be
all right,” she agreed.

Without speaking a word, Mother
went back into the kitchen. Jim and
Donna seitled down to play peacefully
with their legos again. Jim pul the blue
lego inlo the needed place on his lego
truck.

How doyou like my truck?” he asked
Douna.

“It looks pretty nice,” she replied. *1
may have given you that blue lego if you
would have said 'please’ to me.”

“I'm sorry,” said Jim. “Let's not fuss
any more, okay. ‘cause we are brother
and sister.” —Connie Sorrell

Questions:

1. Who obeyed God?

2. Who was Sarai?

3. Who was very rich?

4. What did Abramn’s and Lol's scrvants
both want?

5. Who heard about the {rouble?

. Who sald, “Let us separate™

7. Who chose Lthe best land for himself?

8. Why did Abram give up the best land?

9. What did Abram always build wher-
ever he moved?

/ ’,"//' 77
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Lesson texis: Genesis 13.
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ABRAM BESCUES LOT

When Lot chose the best fand for himself, it seemed he was
making a wise choice.

in the land that he chose were two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah.
Lot piiched his tent near Sodom. He could make much silver and gold
by selling his sheep and cattle in these cities.

The people of Sodom, however, were very wicked. Sodom was
not a good place to live because the men of that city cared nothing for
God. Lot made a sad mistake by moving his family there.

One day trouble came upon Sodom. There had been a war, and
the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, and three other cities had gone out to
battle. They were defeated. The conquering soldiers then entered
Sodom and Gomorrah. They forced their way into rich men's houses,
and took everything they could carry away. They even captured
people for slaves. Lot, his wite, and his children were taken with the
others.

One captive escaped and ran to tell Abram what had happened.
As soon as Abram heard about the battle and what had happened to
Lot, he gathered men together. He was anxious to rescue Lot and the
other captives.

Abram marched with his men until they finally overtook the en-
emy. It was night and their enemies were asleep. Abram and his men
rushed upon them. The enemy soldiers were so irightened, they
thought a great army had come against them. They weren’t prepared
to fight, so they ran away. They left the captives and all the goods
they had stolen.

Abram rescued Lol and all the other people and returned ev-
erything that had been stolen to the king of Sodom. The king wanted
to repay Abram, but he refused. He had promised God that he woulid
not keep anything for himself. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell




"He brought back all the goods, a



nd his brother, Lot." (Gen. 14:16)



Ahn’'s Deliverance

Whern the Japanese soldiers had
stormed into the country of Korea, they
had closed many churches or put false
idols at the doors of churches. Any
Christian who refuscd to bow before the
idols of sione was pul into prison. Ahn,
a Korean woman, was hcld captive in
prison because she had refused to bow
before the idols of stone.

Prison conditions were very bad. Alin
was not a very strong person and it was
only by God's mnercy that she even sur-
vived.

In her cell there were nearly 20 other
womnen. Some of the women were there
because they were thieves, murderers.
By the grace of G, Ahn was able to
testify to these poor women and tell
them of God's love. This made the head
jail keeper very mad. Ahn was punished
and sometimes not given food lor sev-
eral days. Each time Ahn was at the
point of death, God would touch the
heart of a top official who would order
Ahn to be given foodd.

Gradually, the message spread
through all the prison cells that Ahn in
cell number two was in touch with a
God who could see and hear and answer
prayer. The light of God began to shine
out of Abn in that dark cruel place.

One thing about Ahn thal amazed
the othier Korean prisoners was that she
did not [eel bitter and angry at the
Japanese for destroying their homeland.
Instead, Ahn learned the Japanese
language and testified io some of the
Jailers. We know that only the love of
God helped her do this.

One day a jailer came to her cell and
and said very exciledly, “The Japanese
have bombed the island of Tlawail of
Amcrica!” she told Ahn. “Now Japan is
atl war with the U.S.Al

Later she told the iragic news that
atomic bombs had destroved two big
cilies in Japan. “The Japanese rulers

are having a big meeting,” she told Ahn.
“They want to punish the Americans for
whal they have done. In order {0 please
their gods the Japanese have orderedd
that every person under Japanese rule
bow to their idols when the bells ring at
nine o'clock Thursday morning. Any
one who refuses lo bow will be put to
death.”

Ahn knew she was facing death.
Thursday morning came and went,
however, the bells did not ring. Soon the
jaller hurried to Ahn's cell. “The Japa-
nese nilers who oversee Korea were in
an airplane which has crashed into the
sea between Japan and Korea.”

God had spared Ahin’s life once again.
Later, she was [reed fromn prison and
came over to America to teli her testi-
mony of deliverance. --Connie Sorrell

Questions:

1. Who chose the best land for himself?

2. What two cities were in the land he
chose?

3. Where did Lot pitch his tent?

4. Why was Sodom not a good place o
live?

5. What were the enemy soldiers going
to do with Lot and the people they
had captured?

6. Who told Abram about Lot's capture?

7. Who went torescue Lot and the other
people?

8. What did the enemy do when Abram
and his men rushed upon them?

9. Why didn’t Abram let the king repay
him?

ALY o
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Lesson texis: Gen. 14.
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HAGAR RUNS AWAY

When Hagar was a little girl she lived in Egypt. At one time
Abram and his household moved to Egypt because there was a
tamine in the land of Canaan. When they returned to their home in
Canaan, they brought Hagar with them. She was Sarai's servant.
While living in Abram’s house, Hagar learned about the true God.

One day Sarai became very displeased with Hagar. When Sarai
punished Hagar severely, Hagar ran away. She hurried along a lonely
sandy road toward her old home in Egypt. Finally, she became so
tired that she stopped to rest by a fountain of water. Here the angel
of the Lord found her. He asked her, "Hagar, where are you going?”

“I'm running away from my mistress, Sarai,” Hagar answered.

“Go back to Sarai and obey her,” the angel said. “God will give
you a son. He will grow up to be a strong man.”

Hagar knew that God had spoken to her. She obeyed the angel
and went back to serve Sarai. Later Hagar had a son as God had
promised. His name was Ishmael which means, “God hears.”

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to
him again. Abram feli on his face and listened as God spoke to him.
God said, "I will make a covenant with you.”

Abram knew that a covenant was a promise between two people
who each agreed to do something for the other. In this covenant God
promised to give Abram and Sarai a son and Abram promised {o serve
God faithtully. To remind Abram of His promise, God changed
Abram’s name to Abraham which means, “The father of many.” Sarai's
name was changed to Sarah which means “princess.”

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell



What do these names mean? Draw a line to the right name

~Z
Ishmael "Princess"
Sarah "God hears"
Abraham "The father of many"
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"The angel of the Lord said unto her



- Return to thy mistress."” (Gen. 16:9)



Joe’'s Punishment

Joe saton his back porch step kicking the
sidewalk with one boot toe. By the lookon his
face and by his actions it was very plain that
Joe was angry.

Scondoc’s friend, Tony, came walking by.
*Come and play football with the rest of the
guysdown at the schoolground,” Touy called
to Joe.

1 can’t,” replicd Joe. "1 can't have any fun
for a whole weck.”

“llow come?” asked Tony.

*Oh., it's because my mom is a worry
wart,” blurted out Joc. She was all worried
about me yesterday ‘causc | went to the
schoolgrounds and played with you guys
before coming home. Dad and Mom had
already said that 1f ] did that one more time,
I couldn't play games with the boys for a
whole week. T don't know why it matters il ]
come home first. | just say 'Hi' and run out
the door again.”

Tony hardly knew what to say, so he just
said he was sorry aboul it and went onto the
schoolgrounds.

Soon Joe's big sisler came out on the
porch. “Joe, you can play ganwes with me,”
she sald kindly.

“Girls can't play football like boys,” Joe
said.

“No,” she replied, “hut we don't have to
play football. We can have fun playing other
games like Memory, or. .. 7

“I don’t want to play any of those games,”™
said Joc with a kick of his boot. T want lo
have some action.” So Joc's big sister went
back insidc to leave her brother pouting on
the back steps.

Later that evening Joc's {avorite uncle
came by foravisit. He had already beenclued
fnaboutJoce’s punishment. ThoughJoc tried
to be cranky, soon he found himselflaughing
with his uncie.

Just before his uncle left, he said to Joe,
“Be thankf{ul your parents love you so much
that they want to know where you are at all
times. Obey your parents and always ask
their permission before you go somewhere; it
{s really for your own safety. Now will you
promise me, Jee, that you won't be cranky
this week but will hiclp your mother, play
games with your sister and do some things

ODVNG LN

with your dad? There is no need of wasting a
whole weck only pouting.”

Joe nodded his head in agreement. “1 will
try.” he said.

“Good," said his uncle. *1 will be praying
for you that God will give you extm grace to
be a man about staying home.”

The next two days Joe helped his mother
without complaining, and he plaved a couple
ol games with his sister. Then came some sad
news that really opened Joo's eyes.

A boy walking home from school was
stopped by a young man who asked the boy
{or helpin finding his dog. The boy went with
the man, but the man did not hunt for a dog.
Instead he beat the boy very badly and left
him to dic under some bushes. Four hours
later another man found Lhe boy and called
for help.

The cruel maninjured the boy for life. Joe
felt very sorry that he had been so angry with
his parents. He (old them, “Now L understand
why you want mwe to come home first before
I play ball or ge somewhcre clse. That way
you will know I'm all right and will know
where 1 am. It {s really for my own safety.”

—Connie Sorrell

“Obey your parents.”

Questions:

1. Where did Hagar live when she was alitde
girl?

. Where did lzgar learn about God?

. Why did Hagar run away?

- Where did she stop to rest?

. Who found her there?

. What did the ange! tell Hagar to do?

. What does Ishmacl mean?

. What was Abram’s new name?

What dovs Sarah mean?
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Lesson texts: Gen. 16-17,
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THE LORD VISITS ABRAHAM

While Lot was living in Sodom, Abraham continued to live in his
tent home under the oak trees. Here Abraham could worship God and talk
to Him. He was nol surrounded by wicked men as Lot was. One day while
he satin the door of histent, he saw three strangers. Abraham ranto meet
them.

“Please den't go on,” Abraham begged. “You can rest under the
iree while | have some food prepared for you. After that you may go on
your way."”

When the strangers agreed to stay, Abraham hurried to tell Sarah
to make some cakes for the men while he prepared meat for them. When
everything was ready, Abraham brought the food to his guesis. While
they ate, he stood by them. After they had eaten, one visitor asked,
*Where is Sarah?”

Abraham answered, “She is in the tent.”

The visitorthentold Abraham that Sarah would soon have the son
that had been promised to them. Sarah found this hard to believe so he
added, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”

When the men started on their journey, Abraham walked with
them a little way. By now he knew his visitors were not like other men. Two
of themwere angels and the other was the Lord. As they walked, the Lord
told Abraham, “l am going to visit Sodom and Gomorrah to see if these
cities are as wicked as | have heard.

The other two visitors went on, but Abraham wanted to talk to the
Lord. He knew that if the Lord destroyed Sodom, Lot would also die.
Abraham loved Lot, so he begged the Lord to spare the city. Finally the
Lord promised to spare the city if only tenrighteous people could be found
living there. The Lord then went on towards Sodom and Abraham re-
turned to the tent. —Sis. Neida Sorrell






tham in the plains of Mamre." (Gen. 18:1)




He Kept His Promise

Fruncine was as happy as she could be
riding astride her father’s shoulders as he
climlxd steadily up a mountain of the Alps.
Here on the quict beautiful mountainside
she scemed to forgel the hunger and fear of
the village below. Somcetmes she would fall
asleep as her head would nod like the blue
Alpine flowers in the gentle breese, Sometimes
she would reach her hands high above her
head in hopes that she could reach the
clouds that scemed so close to her. When
Francine went to the mountains, she felt the
close presencee of a Grvat Heing. She ltked
this fecling. She did not then know it was
God, beeause she had not been told about
Hims.

Francine had been taught to trust in fliter
as a god. The people were Lold to trast himi to
lead their country out of hunger and trouble.
As time passed, however, the ruler Hitler
failed his country. He had lied to the people.
Francine was so angry that she said she
would never trust any god or man again. She
thought becausc Hitler failed that everybody
fails. She decided to make her way in life by
her own strength.

Francine studied hard in school and then
wenton tobeadentist. She was hired to work
atan American military hospital stationed in
her eountry. One day a speaker came to talk
to them at the hospital. He talked about a
great God that lived in the heavens but would
answer prayer for those who would believe in
Him deep inside. Francine was hungry for
the true God. She asked the speaker: “Is He
really real? Will He really talk to me?”

The speaker smiled and sald, “Ask Him to
spcak to you.®

That night Francine did ask God to speak
to her. God did! She recognized His presence
atonce. itwas the siame Presence she had felt
so often on the mountainside. She became
acquainted with the only real God. She soon
learned to love and trust Him.

Later, God promised Fruneine a husband.
Two years, then three years went by and
Francine met the nan she belicved God
wanted her to marry, but the man did not
want to marry her. She beganto feel that God
had broken 1is promise,

On her next birthday, Francine was very
sad. She was far away frem her family and

friends, and nobody had sent her a birthday
card, so she quictly walled to a store to buy
herself & card. There was only one birthday
card intherack. It had blue Alpine flowers on
the front. Inside, the card read:
*Blessings on your birthday.

What God has prondsed, thal will
He also do. { Romans 4:21).

Again she felt God's presence and her faith
was renewed. God could put love in that
man’s heart for her—only God could do that.
Two years later Franvine became very sick.
She was not airald to die, but she really
wanted God 1o keep 1is promise. Fruncine
and the man she loved were sull] friends, and
he came Lo visit her often while she was sick.
Onc day when he came 1o visit he said, 71
think God wants us Lo be together. Will you
marry me?”

Soon Francine was well. They marmied
aud today they work as missjonaries in
Austria. They 1cll other people about the God
of the heavens who is faithful to keep Ilis
promiscs. —Connie Sorrel]

Questions:

. Where did Lot live?

. Who lived in a teat under the oak trees?

. Who did Abraham see once day while he sat
in his tent door?

. What did Abraham beg the strungers to
do?

S. What did onc of the visitor's promise?

6. Who were the strangers?

7. What cities was the Lord going to visit?

8. Why did Abritham beg the Lord to spare

Sodony?

9. The Lord promisad to spare Sodom if He

found how many righteous people living

there?
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Lesson texts: Gen, 18.
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LOT LOSES HIS HOME AND WIFE

As Abraham talked to the Lord, begging Him to spare Sodom tor
Lot's sake, the two angels went on towards Sodom. It was evening
when they reached the city gates. Lot was sitting by the gate when he
saw the two strangers approaching. Lot greeted the strangers with a
low bow and said, “Come to my house and stay all night. You can get
up early and go on your way.”

When the two angels refused, Lot insisted. He knew the men of
Sodom would harm the strangers. Finally the angels consented to go
with him.

The news soon spread over the city that Lot had two strangers
at his home. The wicked men of the city surrounded Lot's house. They
banged on the door and demanded, “Where are the strangers that
came to your house? Send them out to us.”

Lol stepped outside the door and closed it behind him, He
begged the men not to harm his guests, but the men threalened to
hurt him. They tried to break the door down. At this, the angels putled
Lot inside to satety and caused the wicked men to become blind so
they couldn't even find the door.

Then the angels told Lot that the Lord was going to destroy
Sodom. They told Lot to gather his family together because they must
leave the city. Before the sun came up the next morning the angels
insisted that Lot and his family run for their lives.

it was hard for Lot to leave his home and his riches. God was
showing him mercy in warning him to escape but still he was slow in
leaving. Finally the angels took him and his wife and daughters by the
hand and led them out of the city, ordering them {0 run for their lives
and not look back. But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar
of salt. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell
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‘and she became a pillar of salt.” (Gen. 19



The Dead Sea

{Note to teacher: Please use a map of the
Holy Lands, perhaps the one in the back of
your Bible, 10 show the children where the
Dicad Sea is Jocated.)

Over by the country of Isracl, there is a
very large body of water known as the Dead
Sca. Sodom and Gomorrah once were busy
ofties right where the Dead Sea is located.
When God destroyed these cities with fire
and brimstone, e pounded them down be-
low the earth’s surface. Then water from the
Jordan River flooded over their smeking
renviins and these two cities have been at the
deep bottom of the Dead Sca ever sinee.

Do you know why it is called the Dead
Sca? Hardly anything grows or lives in the
waters of the Dead Scea. Nearly all of the Dead
Sca is surrounded by high rocky clifls that
have no sign of life on them. Holes and caves
are in these pale-yeliow sulfur ¢liffs, Whien it
is hot in the summertime, the Dead Sca gives
off a warm mist, or steam, which lowers the
waler in the Dead Sea. This causes tall
shapes of salt to form along its borders.

Doyou remember what happened tolot's
wife who looked back when Sodom and
Gomorrah were destroyed? She became a
pillar of salt, didn’t she?

The Dead Sea s so (ull of salt that 1 is
seven times more salty than any other sea.
This is why [ish cannot live in it. At the top,
or north end, the river Jordan dumps its
muddy waters into this sca, and when the
river fish hit that salty water, they quickly
dic. Some birds that cat fish sucly as the
kingfisher, gull, and duck, live here and eat
these fish, otherwise this sca which is 53
miles long and 10 miles wide has no fish or
plants or animals in or around it. It s quict
and dead.

This should be a stern warning to all of
us. What God commands will happen, and
what God does will fast forever. Sin and
disobedicnee will be punished. Sometimes

the Devil will tempt children to think that
lying is funny. A friend may tell sly lies and
others may laugh, but don't you laugh. It
isn't funny to tell liecs and be dishonest,
because God says that all liars shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone. (Rev. 21:8).

Remember, brimstone and fire poured
down on Sodom. Another name for brim-
stone Is sulfur, At the first of this story, I told
you that the Dead Sca has pale-yellow clifls
of sulfur, When this sulfur bumms, it has a
blue flame and a sickening odor.

Perhaps hell Is somewhat like the Dead
Sca, seton fire with men and women sinking
into it. It has been found that the bottom of
the Dead Sea keeps falling deeperand deeper,
just like the lake of {ire which keeps growing
larger and larger.

Let us always obey God and escape the
cternal lake of fire. Lying, stealing, cursing,
disrespect, and disobedience will bring pun-
ishment. The Dead Sca over Sodom and
Gomorrah prove this to us. Also, rememnber
Lot's wife. —Connie Sorrell

Questions:

. What did Abraham beg the Lord to do?

. Who went on to Sodom?

. Who was sitting at the city gate?

. Where did the angels spend the night?

. Who banged on Lot’s door?

. What did the angels do after they pulled
Lot back inside?

. When did Lot finally jeave Sodom?

. Who left Sodom with Lot?

9. Whai happened to Lot's wife when she

looked back?

TSN -
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lesson texts: Gen. 19,
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ISAAC, THE PRCMISED SON

When God first told Abraham to leave his home and family, He
promised Abraham that he would be the father of a great nation. For
many years Abraham had thought of God's promise 10 him. He
wondered how his family would be great since he did not yet have a
son.

Abraham was ninety-nine years old when God again spoke to him
and told him, “You will be a father of many nations. Sarah, your wife,
will bear you a son at the set time next year. You will call his name
fsaac.”

Later the iLord appeared to Abraham with the two angels. They
told him that Sodom would be destroyed. At this time God again
promised Abraham and Sarah that they would soon have a son even
though they were both very old.

Finally the day came when God gave Abraham and Sarah a little
baby boy. They named the baby Isaac, which means “laughing.” How
happy they were with the wonderful little son God had given them.

Abraham and Sarah were so proud of Isaac that they gave a
great dinner to show him to their iriends when he was still a little boy
barely able to walk. At this feast Hagar's son, ishmaei, made fun ot
little 1saac. Perhaps he was jealous of the littie boy. When Sarah saw
Ishmael making fun of Isaac, she told Abraham, “Send Hagar and
ishmael away. | do not want Isaac to grow up with Ishmael.”

So the next morning, Hagar and ishmael left Abraham’'s house
and started towards Hagar's old home in Egypt. When it looked like
they would die because they had no water, an ange! spoke to Hagar.
He showed her a well of water. Hagar and Ishmael never returned to
Egypt. They lived in the wilderness, far from other people.

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell






en his son Isaac was born.” (Gen. 21:5)



A New Baby Brother

R TR SEX EE

“Mother, may I go over to Linda’s house?”
asked Pegoy, who was holding Linda's hand
at church.

*Oh, I don’t know,” replicd Mother,
*Linda’s mother may not feel ke company
right now.”

“Please, niy | go,” pleaded Peggy, ©l want
to sce and hold her new baby brother.”

"My mother won't mind,” said Linda.
“She s s0 husy with my brother that she will
hardly know Peggy is there.”

Pegy’s mother laughed. “New babics do
" she said, “that is
why I think Pegay should wait @ while before
she goes 1o visit. Why don’l you come to our

take much time and cane,

house, Linda, then Pegdy can see yous bithy
brother when we both come to visit. Twant 1o
bring vour brother a gifi, soon.”

These plans were muade and the gitls had
a fun time ad Peggy's house. Peggy sl
wanted 1o see Linda’s baby brother, so in two
diys Motherand Peggy weni to Linda's house.

The baby was so cutet He had a fringe of

black hair, a smooth ronind nose, and wrinkles
around his cyes. Pegpy was so pleased when
she was given the baby 1o hold. He was such
a sofl warm bundle faying in her arms and
lap. She put her eheek down on his little
forchead.

“Thank you for the boy clothes,” Linda's
mother told Peggy’s mothier. "1 had o nice
baby shower before Linda was born, so really
Hust needed boy's clothes. [t means so much
when fricnds remember a new baby with a
gift. 1 often remember who gave what, and
think of that person when use their gift.”

Peggy's mothernixdded. “Weare so happy
that God has given you a sweet littie boy 1o
raise for 1lim. We know your boy will get
plenty of tender love and care.”

Both mothers looked over wt the baby in
Pegay's armas. Linda was sitting close by,
padting her brother gently.

“1 am so glad | have a little brother,” she
said. “Now that makes me a bigsistert Ldon't

want to cver teach him bad things or lead
himinto trouble. Even if he gets into my toys
and tears things up, [ won't get angry with
him, but I will love him anyway.”

“That sounds like a devoled big sister,”
said Pegey's mother with asmile, “You will be
teaching hitm how to share, how to be kind to
someone who is hurt, how to be polite and
say all the magic words, and how to obey
Mother and Daddy. 13ig sisters or brothers
arc very important to younger ones.”

Linda began o gigele. It looks like I'm
going to be very busy with the baby also,” she
said. “I already help Mother dress him and |
do crrands around the house for Mother., !
really like being a big sister!™ Everyone
laughed and felt so happy.

—~Cunnic Sorrell
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Questions:

1. Who promised Abrahiaom thad he would e
the Tather of a great nation?

2. How old wis Abraham when God spoke to
him again?

3. Whal was Abrahany's wile's name?

4, Whatt was the baby's name to be ¢

5. When the Lord came to tell Abraham that
Soduin would be destroyed, who came
with him?

6. What does “lsaac™ mean?

7. Who made fun of Isaae at the feast?

K. Who told Abraham, Lo send Hagar and

Ishmael away?
9. Who helped Hagar find waterin the wildey-

ness?

Lesson texts: Gen. 17:158-21; 18:9-15;21:
12).

Second class postage paid at Guthrie, OK. Published quarterly in weekly parts by Faith Pub. House,
920 W. Mansur. Guthrie, OK. Charlotte Huskey, Editor. One subscription, $4.00 per yenr (52 pupers).

Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster:

Please send address corrections to above address.



Vol. 42, No. 1 Primaries (USPS5498-000) Part 21 Feb. 24, 1891

ABRAHAM’S GREATEST TEST

Abraham loved his son, Isaac, more than anytlhing else in the worid.
One day, God gave Abraham a very hard thing to do. God wanted to see if
Abraham loved Him more than his son. So He asked Abraham to take Isaac
and offer him as a sacrifice on an altar.

Abraham knew Isaac was the special son God had promised him. He
did not understand why he should sacrifice his beloved son, but he was ready
to obey God. So,early the next morning Abraham and Isaac started on the
long journey. For two days and nights they traveled. Finally on the third day,
Abraham looked up and saw the place where God had told him to go.

Abraham told his two servants to wait there for them while he and Isaac
went on to the place where they would worship God. As they walked on, Isaac
asked his father, “Where is the lamb that we will offer?”

Abraham answered, "My son, God will provide a lamb {o be offered.”

When they came lo the ptace God had shown Abraham, they built an
altar. After laying wood on the altar, Abraham tied Isaac’s hands and feet. He
laid Isaac on the wood just as he would a lamb that he was offering. As
Abraham was just ready to offer isaac, an angel called out, “Abraham,
Abraham.”

"Here | am,” Abraham answered.

The ange! told Abraham, “Let Isaac go and do him no harm. Now | know
you fear God, because you were ready to give God your beloved son.”

When Abraham looked around, he saw a ram caught by its horns in the
bushes. He offered the ram to God instead of Isaac. '

Abraham and tsaac were very happy as they started back home to-
gether. They knew God was pleased because they had obeyed Him. Isaac
knew his life was important to God, for God had sent an angel to save him.

—Sis. Nelda Sorreli




"By faith Abraham offere



1 up Isaac.” (Heb. 11:17)



Sacrifice and Consecrate

It was bedtme and Daddy wus reading
the evening Bible story.

“Becausc | am a father,” he said, "1 can
understand how Abraham felt as he was
about to sacrifice his anly son to the Lord. A
father sees a part of himiself in his sou. When
the son feels sick or sad, the father feels the
sittue with him. When the son docs well and
receives honor, the father feels happy and
pleased that his son is honared, No doubt
Abraham's heart was very heavy, but he
knew what the Lord had asked him to do.
Abraham numy have felt a part of himsclf
dying as he prepared to ofler Isaae as a
sucrifice unto the Lord. How happy he was
when the aneel ealled, "Stap,® justin time to
soave Istae.

Alter amoment's silenee, Jittle Andy asked
his diddy, "You wouldnt ever do that to me.
would you Daddy? You would never offer me
to the Lord, would you?”

Daddy replied, "What God ashed Abrahiun
to do was an example of what God did with
Jesus, is only Son. God does not expeet
parcats to actually do this today, ove cach
one of you. childien, and [ never wint o do
you any physicai harm. However, wheneach
of you were born, 1 gave vou 1o the Lord thia
He may use you and your life to serve Him.”

“Oh,  know what you mean,” sidd [Randy.,
“You want us to live for God and let fiim
control our lives. You do net want the Devil
to Hve In our hearts, but you want God to
have us and keep us in tis care.”

“That s right. My, what a smart boy you
arcl” exeliimed Darkdy. “Yes, today God does
not ask us ta sacrifice our childeen, but e
warnts us (o corsecrate our chilkdren, Lat's
louk in the dictionary and lind the mcaning
of the word conseeraice.”

Andy hurried to the bookease where he
pleked ont Daddy's worn dictionary.

“Here it {s,” said Daddy. “Conscerate
means ‘o set apart as holy: to dedicate.™

“Children, remembyer vou are set apart
from the wickedness of the world and you are
the Lord's. As you grow up, listen to the voice
of God and obey [Him, Same day God will ask
you to give yoursclf 1o [1im. Mother and |
have givenyou to the Lord {or His serviee, but
some day God will want you to come before

an altar of prayer and give your life, body,
and soul to IHim.”

Lisa nodded her head. “lalready hear God
talking to me,” she said. “He always telis me
to do good.”

“That's right,” said Daddy. "Obey God and
it will save you many, many troubles. Re-
member that you have been set apart from
the world, and the Lord will protect you as
long as you stay in His care.”

Andy had been quictly thinking, but now
he said, "When we come before an altar
today, we bow in praver, don’t we? Itisn't the
same kind of altar that Abrahiun and Isaace
had back then, is it?”

“You are right,” said Daddy. “They lived
under the old luw xfure Jesus came. Today
we tive under the liw of grce. Because Gexd
gitve His only Son on the eross for the stns of
all people, we can plead the blood of Jesus
and live free from the power ol the Devil, |
gave cach one of vou to the Lord, and {f you
will let Him, God will bless your lives that you
may please and scrve Him Now let us ail
kneel and have a word of prayer.”

—Connic Sosrelt
SEN NP NEEESSEANANNNENN
Questions:

1. Who gave Abraham a very hard thing to
do?
2. What was the hard thing Abrabam was
asked 1o do?
3. Why was Abruham asked to do this?
4. When did Abrabiam start on his way to
obey God?
. Who would provide the lamb to be saeri-
flced?
8. Who called Abraham by name?
7. What did the angel tell Abraham?
8. Why was Abraham happy as he returned
home?
9. Why was Isane happy’?

(%]

lesson texts: Gen, 22:1-19.
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REBEKAH, ISAAC’S WIFE

One day Abraham called his oldest servant and told him, “Go
back to the country 1 came from, and bring a wife for my son, Isaac.”
Abraham was now a very old man and his wife, Sarah, had died.
Abraham wanted Isaac t0 have a good wife who would help him love
and serve God.

The faithful servant took camels and rich gifts and started back
to Abraham’s old home. It was a long trip. As he went, the servant
begged God to lead him to Abraham's family and show him a good
wife for Isaac.

It was evening when the servant finally reached the place he was
going. Outside the city was a well where the women of the city came
to get water. The servant let his camels stop by the well to rest. As
he waited, he prayed, “O Lord, | pray that the young woman | ask o
give me a drink will say, ‘Drink, and | will give thy camels drink also,’
then | will know this is the one you have chosen to be Isaac’'s wife.”

Before the servant had finished his prayer, he saw a beautiful
young woman coming to draw water. When the servant asked her tor
a drink, she neld her pitcher so he could drink all he wanted. Then she
drew water and let the thirsty camels drink their fill.

The servant knew God had heard his prayer. When he asked the
young woman her name, she told him she was Rebekah, the grand-
daughter of Abraham’s brother. Rebekah was willing to go with the
servant to become isaac’'s wife. She left her family and started on the
long trip to Isaac’'s home.

One evening. Isaac had gone out into the field to think about
God. When he looked up, he saw the camels coming. He hurried {o
meel them. saac took Rebekah to be his wife. Isaac loved Rebekah
and thanked God for her. —S8is. Nelda Sorrell



"Thou shalt take a wife for my son
of my kindred, and of my
father's house.” (Gen. 24:10)






Prayer Comes Before A
Happy Wedding

It was almost time for the wedding, and
Rick was very exeited. 1le was to carry the
Bible, and Lucy was to carry a basket of
flowers. As his mother combed his hair inthe
chureh nursery, she again told him how he
was to do things.

‘1 know, I know,” said Rick. "I'm just
ready to do ftr

Mother smiled. "The wedding won't take
very long, but remember to stand quietly
until the groom tells vou to take Lucy's hand
and go back down the aisle.”

“HLwon't take as long as rehearsal prac-
tice, will 1?7 usked Rick. “That ook forever!”

“Now, Rick,” sadd Mother, “it wasn't that
long. Just be very patient, and there will be
cake and punch later. Now don't drop the
Bible, but carefully hand it to Bro. Sanders,
I know you will do just finet”

‘Honey, they are ready tor Rick,” his
father saied, Rick hurricd with his father to
the main entrance of the chapel where they
were to mect Luey. Lucy whispered Lo Rick,
I want to see exactly when Janet becomes
Aunt Janet, Will you help watch with me?”

Rick said he would, Then he asked, Do
you know where the cake and punch are?”

*Sh-sh, someone seolded, so they stood
quictly until it was thair tum o go down the
aisle. Rick became nervous about halfway to
the adtar, He just knew the Bible would slip
out of his wet shaking hands. Lucy was
walking too slowly, and he had towait onher.
Finally they reachod the front, where kind
Bre. Sanders, Greg, and his best men, and
the bridesmids were waiting,

Everyone in the audicace stood, as the
bride and her father entered the door. She
looked like a lovely happy princess In her
white ankle-length gown. Janct lived for
dJesus, and she had prayed for desus to give
her a pure saved hushband. Now her prayers
were belng answered.

As the bride came up the aisle, Rick
lookudd up at the groom. Gregalso looked very
happy. He didn't scem Lo see anyone etse but

Janct. Greg had also prayed for a pure saved
wife. e was happy his prayers were now
answered.

Aiter what seemed ke a long time, Rick
and Lucy heard Bro. Sanders say, “Now 1
would like to present to you, Mr. and Mrs.
Greg Jones.” Now they knew il was during
the vows and prayer that Janct beeame their
Aunt Janct.

Later, when Riek was happily eating a
large plece of wedding cake, suniconc asked
him, "What did you like best about the
wedding.”

“Well,” he said thoughthully, “1 guess |
liked seeing how happy Janct and Greg were.
They looked so happy, that it made me feelso
happy, that I forgot to be nerveus any moret”

Those who heard Rick Tanghed with him.
Then later when he was alone with his par-
cnts, Rick said, "I'm going to pray for a wife
and have a happy wedding like Unele Greg
did. He was the happicst person [ have ever
seen.”

“That's a very good idea,” sadd Rick's
father, “and we will be praying with you.”

~-Connfe Sorrell
L ]

Questions:

1. Who did Abmham scud back to his old
home?

. Why did he send him?

Where did the servant let his camels rest?

. What did the servant do while he waited?

Who came Lo draw water?

. What did Rebekah do when the servant
asked for a drink?

. Who went out to the fickd 10 think about
God?

8. What did he see when he looked up?

9. Whio loved Rebekah and thanked God for

her?

7 7
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///,

Lesson texts: Gen. 23 & 24,
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JACOB AND ESAU

fsaac and Rebekah had been married many years, but still they
had no children. Isaac was like Abraham; he wondered how God coulid
fulfill His promise to make them a great nation if they had no children.
Rebekah wanted a child so very much that [saac prayed and ashed
God to give them a baby.

God answered |saac’s prayer by giving them two children insicad
of one. Rebekah had twin boys! Usually twins are jusl alike, but these
were very different. The first baby boy was reddish and covered with
soft hair. He was named Esau which means, “hairy.” The second baby
boy was named Jacob.

The twins boys didn't look alike, and they didn't like the same
things. Esau loved o hunt and spend his time ouldoors. Jacob slayed
near his tent home. Isaac loved Esau because he would bring him
meal that he had killed in his hunts. Rebekah loved Jacob.

One day Jacob was cooking when Esau came in from the field.
Esau was so hungry he felt faint. The food Jacob was fixing smelied
delicious! He said to Jacob, “Feed me some of that red pottage, for
I am weak with hunger.”

Jacob answered Esau, “l will give you this food, if you will sell me
your birthright in exchange for it.”

“What good will a birthright do me if | die of hunger?” Esau
answered. So he agreed to give Jacob his birthright in exchange for
the food.

The birthright usually befonged to the oidest son. it meant that
when the {ather died, he would become the head ot the family, receive
most of his father's wealth and enjoy God’s special blessings. But
Esau did not value his birthright as he should have: he willingly gave
it up to satisfy his hunger. —Sis Nelda Sorrell



"And the boys grew: and Esau was
and Jacob was a plain man,
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a cunning hunter, a man of the field;
Awelling in tents.” Gen. 25:27




Forand Against the Law

In a dark doorway of a street shop in
Brooklyn, New York, stood a tall, middle-
aged man. He was dressed in nice sporl
clothes which had the seent of liguor on
then. In his hand was a cigarctle which he
puffed nervously, while watching the
strangers passing by.

Presently he spied a police officer making
his evening rounds. The man quickly drew
back into the shadow of the shop poreh and
pulled his hat down over his face a lttle
more. He had an appoinuncnt at this par-
teular place with an old [riend, or c¢lse he
would have lefi when he saw the policerian.

Only the street lights plerced the foggy
blackness of night when the officer came to
the doorway. e checked the door lock and
glanced inside the shop. fle then stepped
back to the sidewalk and spoke to the man.

“Stranger in these parts?” the officer asked
the man.

“Yes, sir, Tam a stmnger now. [ grew upin
Brooklyn, but I left exactly 20 years ago
tonight.”

“You musl be here lor some special cea-
son,” sadd the offieer,

“Yes, Sir, | am” said the man as he
ground oul his cigaretic with his foot “I'm
supposcd to mect an old [rend of mine right
here tonight.”

“Oh.” sadd the officer. “Looks like lile has
been good o you these 20 yeurs since you
have been gone.”

The mian was fimitated by the nosy officer
buthe kept polite, *I've had some tuck inlife,”
he said. “1 wonder if my old fricnd has done
hall as well tn these wretched pants.”

“lle probably has,” replicd the oflicer,
then stood on the sidewalk for a monwnt in
sflence.

“{ will be moving on i a while,” said the
mzur I my old {riciud does not come belore
too long, 1 will know he has foreotien all
aboutl this appointment. I will not be back in
these parts, so l doubt] cver see him agiin,®

At these words, the olticer nodded to the
man and moved on down the street and was
soon oul of sfght. The mun continued to look
up and down the nearly emipty street. e
pulled from his pocket a gold watch and gave
his Iriend 10 more minutes to come before he
wuuld leave.

With a sigh, 10 minutes later, the man
stepped out of the doorway and began hur-
ryingdown the streel. Just as he reached the
strect corner, two police officers grabbed him
from behind, while another officer put
handcuffs on him. *You arc under arrest,”
they told himn. Though angry, the man said
not a word. He knew what his charges were.,
He was one of the biggest drug traffickers
wanited on the FBI search list.

Once the man was in a police car headed
for the station, onc of the officers handed hirm
anote.  The note read:

Dear Torn,

I kept the appointment. | was the
officer who lalked with you tonight. |
already knew you were wanted by the
FOI and it was (ough to know il |
should tum you in. | decided loyalty to
the lawwas also loyalty to you. You are
ruining your life and the lives of others
in the destrucuve game of drugs.
Perhips we can visit soon.

Please stiil count me as your friend,

David Paul

One friend wits working for the law and
the other was agaiist the law.

—Connie Sarrell
B R NN EENERRERREEREEEER
Questions:

. Who had been married nuny years?

. How many children did they have?

. Who had promiscd to make Abraham and
Isitae o great nation?

. What did Rebekah want very much?

. How did God answer [swae's prayer?

. What dots "Esau’ mcan?

. What did Esau Jove to do?

- What was Jaceb doing one diy whea Esau
cane in from the tickd?

. What did Esau give Jacob in exchange for

the food?

i
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Lesson texts: Gen 25:19-34.
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ISAAC, THE PEACEMAKER

Because there was a famine in the land. Isaac moved his family to
Gerar. Gerar was in the land of the Philistines. There the Lord said to Isaac,
“Don't go into Egypt; stay in this land. | will make you a great nation and your
family will be a blessing to all the nations of the earth.” So Isaac stayed
there.

Soon Isaac was very rich. He had so many animals and servants that
the Philistines were jealous of him. One day their king, Abimelech, com-
manded Isaac, "Go from us; because you are much mightier than were are.”

isaac left where he was and moved his company to a valley in Gerar.
Abraham had dug wells here many years before, but the Philistines had filied
the wells with dirt, so 1saac could not gel water from them.

Isaac ordered his servants to dig the dirt out of one of the wells. How
hard they worked, digging and digging until finally they came io the clear
bubbling waier.

But they did not get 1o enjoy the cool clear water in peace. The
herdsmen of Gerar fought Isaac’s herdsmen saying angrily, "The water is
ourst”

Isaac’s servants knew very well they had done the hard work to get 1o
the water. They were ready to fight for it, but Isaac toid them o leave it and
dig out another well.

Again his servants worked hard digging deep into the ground. until they
found water. Again the men of Gerar fought for the walter and claimed ii for
their own. And again isaac moved his campany and dug yet another well.
This time the wicked herdsmen did not make trouble. isaac said, "Now the
Lord has made room for us.”

God was very pleased that Isaac had been a peacemaker. That very
night He talked with Isaac and blessed him. —Sis. Nelda Sorreill
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Peace at the Fort
HE Wl B

Tom rode his bike into Skip and Senoter's
driveway. "Comc ui,” he calied to Lhe twins,
“let's go build a fort dowrron the creck bank.
I have two skid liats — one for the roof and
oue for the floor. We can dig farther into that
Lall ereek bank by our old tree swing.”

While Tom was talking, Skip and Scooter
were getling on their bikes. "Let’s go get Dave
to help us.” said Skip.

“But we don't wirnt the Wrecker boys o
conr because they would tear it up,” said
Scouter.

“They think they are so much bigeer and
tougher,” said Skip, “and they arent the
ndeest [rends cither Mike is 30 bossy,” he
added.

Soon the four bovs were down it the
creck, busy digging out o hollow in the ereck
wall. Onee it a while, one of the bays would
©o to the nearby vine swing. Belitly holding
on, the boy would swing back and forth
acruss Lhe ereck, I was gread funt Dave was
swingin? across the erveh whien he saw the
Wreekerboys riding bikes thiough the wonds
toward them. Dave ran o the fort and in alow
vojee warned the others.

“Ch, no!” groancd Tou. “They may wake
these skids or try to tear them up.”

"We wordt let them,” said Skip.

“Yeh,” sald Scooter, “we'll tight them awayl”

“Ldon't want to [ight,” said Dave, "My dad
says fighling never proves a thing, beeause
both sides are losers.”

“What do vou mean?” asked Skip.

“Well™ sadd Dave, “even il yon get your
wary, after the fighitis over, you won't really be
happy. You would leel guilty about hurting
sonmwone clse. Then there will always be
someonce else bigier and meaner than you
who will someday push you around like you
did others, so it ts hest not o pick ights but
lo mitke peace.”

“Then we will let you tatk for vs,” said
Tom. just as Mike and Don Wrecker pulled
thuir bikes 1o a stop right above the fort.

“Hey, what are you doing here?” Mike
asked the boys.

“Well, what are you doing here?” Dave
asked him,

“We thought we would ride our bikes
around the tralls,” Mike replicd. “But it looks
like you guys need help here.”

“You would probably rather ride your
bike than do this messy work,™ said Dave.

“Conx and ride bikes with us,” sadd Don.

The four boys exchanged looks. They
knew If they went te ride bikes with the
Wreeker boys, thien those boys would expect
10 help build the fort.

“We just don't want someone o lear up
our fort,” said Dave. "Il you cun really prom-
is¢ nol to mess things up, then we might let
you play with us.”

The two Wrecker boys promised not to
tear down any of the fort. Soan six boys were
busy buflding the fort. Mike began to boss
the others. This was making the other bays
wish he wasn't there Dave (et sorry for hin
0 he said, "Mike, have you ever been to
Sunday school? | think i you would go to
Sunday school, we'd all ke you better. Do
you think you could come with nie some-
time?”

Mike shrugged his shoulders, but the
look in his cyes made Dave ask his parents
if Mike could go 1o Sunday school with then,
They let the two boys go with Dave, who was
a good peacenuiker. --Connic Sorrell
B 332 d 0 ¢3S 233 %00 % &
Questions:

. Who told Isqaue not o go into Egypt?

. Why were the Philistines jealous of Tsane?

. Who commanded fsiae, *Go from us.®

. Who had dug wells at Gerar many yeairs
before?

5. Who filled the wells with dint?

6. What did Isaac order his servants to do?

7. Who said, "The waler is ours!™

8. What did {saac do instead of fighting?

8. Why was God pleased with Isaac?
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HERE COMES THE KING!

Vol. 42, Ne. 1

Jesus and His disciples were going to Jerusalemn for the Pass-
over. As they walked towards the city, Jesus said to two of His dis-
ciples, “Go to the village nearby. As you enter the village, you will see
a colt (donkey) that has never been ridden. Untie him and bring him
to me. if anyone asks why you are taking the colit, tell them that the
Lord has need of him.”

So the two disciples hurried to the village to do as Jesus had told
them. In the village they found the colt, just as Jesus said they would.
As they were untying the colt, some people nearby asked, “Why are
you untying the colt?” When the disciples told them Jesus needed the
colt, they let it go.

When the disciples reached Jesus, they spread their coats on the
colt's back for Jesus to sit on. Jesus mounted the young donkey and
again started towards Jerusalem. As He rode along, many people
spread their clothes along the road for Jesus to ride on. Others cut
branches from palm trees and spread them on the ground. Then they
walked before Him shouting, “Hosanna: Blessed is the King of Israel
that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

There were Pharisees in the crowd who did not like for the people
to honor Jesus. They told Jesus, "Master, rebuke thy disciples!”

Jesus said to them, “if the people were to keep quiet, the stones
would immediately cry out!”

The people in Jerusalem hurried out into the streets to join the
crowd. They asked, “Who is this?"

Those following Jesus answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet of
Nazareth of Galilee.” —Sis. Nelda Sorrell



"Blessed'is
the King

of Israel
that cometh
in the

name of

the Lord."
(John 12:13)







Praise Jesus Today!

Il I BN &5 . =

People prajse Jesus today just as they did
back in the days when e walked into the city
of Jerusalem. There is such a powerful love
in Jesus that it can cause the stony heart (o
praisc Him.

One Ume a six-ycar-old boy lay very still
and lifcless in a hospital bed. Because his
kidncys were not working any more, the
doctors hud teld his parents that he would
not live long. They could not heal him. The
father knew about Jesus, but had let his
heart become bitfer and cold towards Him.
Now as the father watched his son lie there
dying, the father began to ery to Jesus for
help. He asked Jesus to forgive him, to help
him be a Christian father, and to give him
grace to serve the Lord. Alter the father
prayed, the wonderful peeace of Jesus blessed
his soul and ealmed his nerves. Jesus then
told the tather o lay hands on his son and
pray that his kidneys would work again. God
answered prayer right away! In two days,
this little boy was doing so much better that
the doctors vould only say thit a miracle had
happened. Jesus had healed the boy! The
father and his son praised WJesus over and
over again for His blessed heallng touch.

An clderly woman felt one time and hurt
herself quite badly. Aflter that she had to use
awalker s0 she wouldn't fallwhen she walked.
One Friday she was busy in her garden
planting sceds., As she crawled on her hands
and knices, she thought about Jdesus and
how He sank bencath the cross when lle
carried it to Calvary. She prayed to Jesus
that He would help ber bear her cross, which
was her walker, Alter the Jast sced was
phanted, she stood up, stretehed, and walked
to her house. As she stirted into the house,
she realized she was walking without the
valker. Praising Jesus for Tlis healing, she
put the walker away and did not usc it again.

Back in 19684, a fierce drought (lack of
rain) killed a poor Limner's hay, barley, and
wheat crops. All the farmer had left was a
field ut corn, and he needed it so badly 1o feed
his cows. Right in the middle of that dry

cvornfield, the farmer knelt and prayed to
Jesus. Al the end of his prayer, he said,
“Now, Jesus, show me that you heard my
prayer.”

As hewns walking back towards his house,
a freshening rain began to {all out of a nearly
cloudless sky. The farmer praised and
thanked Jesus for answering prayer! Later
whern he began to harvest the yellow cars of
corn, he found a very unusual ear. Scveral
red kermnels of corn formed a neal cross
among the yellow kernels. The farmer’s fam-
ily still has this ear of corn which wears a red
cross.

We should praise Jesus for His goodness

today! Prise the Lord! —Connie Sorrcl]
S S R S S

Questions:

1. Where was Jesus going?
2. Who did Jesus send fo a nearby village?
3. What did Jesus say they would find just as
they entered the village?
. What did Jesus tel} theru to do with the
donkey?
5. What did some people ask as the diseiples
untied the coli?
6. What did the people do as Jesus rode on
the young donkey?
7. What did the people shout as they walked
before Jesus?
8. Who wanted the people to be quict?
9. What would have happened if the people
had kept quict?
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Lesson texts: Matt. 20:1-11; Mark 1):1-
11: Luke 19:28-40; John 12:12-19.
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AN EMPTY TOMB

The wicked Jews wanted lo kill Jesus. It seemed that all the people
were following Him to hear His words and see the wonderiul things He did.
They knew they could never find Jésus doing wrong, so they were glad when
Judas, Jesus’ own disciple, agreed to betray Jesus to them.

Jesus was betrayed by Judas and captured. After condemning Jesus
to death, they crucified Him. Jesus' disciples and followers sadly watched
as His body was faid in a tomb.

Mary Magdalene and other women who followed Jesus, anxiously
waited for the Sabbath to pass. Al the very first ray of light on the tirst day
of the week, they hurried to Jesus' tomb. As they went, they wondered who
would roll the heavy stone away from the door of the tomb.

But when they came within sight of the tomb, they saw that the tomb
was open. God had already sent an angel who had rolled away the stone.

Entering the tomb, the women saw an ange! in shining white clothes.
“Don't be afraid,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus. He is risen; He is not
here. Go and tell His disciples and Peter that Jesus has gone io Galilee. You
will see Him there, just as He told you.”

When the women told the discipies, they could not believe the good
news. Peter and John ran to the tomb. It was just as the women had said!

Later Mary Magdalene returned to the garden alone. As she stood by
the emply tomb and wept, Jesus appeared to her. Blinded by her tears, she
did not recognize Him at first. Jesus calied her by name. She then knew it
was Jesus. Gladly she hurried to tell the others that she had seen Jesus.

The tomb was empty because Jesus was alive! —Sis. Nelda Sorrell






"He is risen; He is not here:
behold the place where they
' laid Him." (Mark 16:6)




Witness of an Empty Tomb

One peaceful Sunday afternoon, Mikewas
sitling on the front porch with his grandfa-
ther. Mike loved to visit bis grandfather who
told so many inleresting stories. This mo-
ment scemed like a good time for a story, so
Mike asked, *Grandfather, you have been
many places, where were you the happiest?”

“Well, son, what doyou mean? I've lived in
cight states in this country, and when 1 was
in the service overseas, 1 stayed in three
different countries. The happiest place is
right at bame where your grandmother is.”

“1 mean did you ever have a special kind
of happiness when you were sight-seeing,
like when you were flying {n an airplane, or
sajling in a ship, or going undcrground
through tunnels? What sort of excitement
made you the happicsi?”

*Now come to think of it.” said Grandfa-
ther, " have never told you muet about my
visit 1o the Jand where Jesus once walked
and taught while He was on carth. | guess
the most outstanding place T have been is in
the Garden Tomb north of the Damascus
Gaie inderusalem. Every time | think ot that
place, | vcl a quiet exeitement in my heart.”

Grandfather fell silent for a few moments
as he recalled his visit, Then with o faraway
look in his eyes, e continued. “Twent to visit
Jerusalem with some other servicemen who
were on leave also. Some of the mien were
talkingand jokingwhen we toured this anea,
but when we enlered the Garden Tomb
where Jesus lomb was, cveryone quit talk-
lug, and a quiet stillness come over us. 1L
scenwed that we were in the actual place
where Jusus had victory over death. Seme-
one began to sing:

‘Because He lives, | can fuce tomorrous
Because fe lives, dl Jear is gone, . ..

“And Mike, thatis just how it §s. The tomb
is cmply: no one has ever louned Jesus body,
because e is inheaven sitting at His Father's
right hand receiving mierey and grace from
1lis Father to give Lo us.”

*What did the tomb look like,
ther?”

“Itis hand-cut ont ol stone like the wealdyy
Jews had their tombs made in the days of
Christ. Matthew tells us that the tomb was

srandfa-

TIRES

‘hewn’ in a rock. John tells us that the tomb
was near the Hill of Golgotha, and we found
that to be true. 1 could sec where a great
stone had been there like Matthew said. T had
to stoop low when Ientered the tomb. Inside
the tomb’s weeping chamber there was a
room large enough for four or five people just
like Luke said there was. To my right was the
lower opening leading to the grave. 1 saw the
buriad ledge with a piliow cul in the rock. It
was such a blessed place o be that | began
to weep. 1t was there that God touched my
stony heart and 1 realized | needed a living
Saviour in my heart. Later, | was saved and
have lived saved ever sinee.”

Grandfaiher sat silentagain as ifthinking
about the faraway past.

“I would ltke to visit the Garden Tomb,
some day,” said Mike.

Then Grandflather looked down at Mike
and smiled, "It is one way to witness that
Jesus arosc again, but the greatest witness
that Jesus arose from the tomb is that He
now lives in the hearts of men, wornen, boys,
and girls, who believe and are saved by 1is
grace. He arose from the tomb, and some day
we who are fatthful will arise lo meet Himin
the clouds. Let's be ready, Mike,”
~—Congit Sorrcll

Questions:

1. Who wanted o kill Jesus?

2. Who agreed to betray desus?

3. What did they do with Jesus alter they
condemned [Hm?

. Who hurricd to the wmb first?

. Who had rolled the stone away?

[

S O s

. Whal did they see when they entered the
tomb?

7. Where would the disciples see Jesus?

& Wha ran to the tomb?

9. Who did Mary Magdalene sce when she

went to the garden alone?

lesson texts: Maitt. 28:1-15;Mark 16:1-
It Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18.

Second class postage paid at Guthrie, QK. Published quarterly in weekly parts by Faith Pub. House,
920 W. Mansur, Guthrie, OK. Charlotte Huskey, Editor. One subscription, $4.00 per year (52 papers).
Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster: Please send address corrections to above address,




TR BERDTIFDL .

h ! \{
Lt

ol

Vol. 42, No. 2  Primaries (USPS549-000) Part 14 April 7, 1991

JACOB GETS ESAU’S BLESSING

Isaac was now very old. His eyes were so dim that he could barely
see. Belore he died he wanted to bless his oldest son, Esau, so he calied
Esau. 1saac said, "My son, | am very old. Before | die, | want to bless you.
Take your bow and arrows and go to the field and kill a deer. Make me
some delicious venison. Bring it to me and when | have eaten, | will bless
you." So Esau went to the field to hunt for venison as his father had
asked.

Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to Esau. Quickly she
called Jacob and told him what had been said. She had a plan for tricking
blind Isaac into giving the biessing to Jacob instead of Esau. Jacob was
not sure that Isaac could be fooled. He answered his mother, “Esau my
brother is a hairy man, but my skin is smooth. If my father feels me, he
willknow | am not Esau. He might give me a curse instead of a blessing!”

But Rebekah urged Jacob to do as she said. So Jacob killed two
young kids and brought them to his mother. She cooked the meat just like
the venison that Isaac loved. Next Rebekah put one of Esau’s robes on
Jacob and covered his hands and neck with the hairy skin of the goats.
Giving Jacob the meat she had fixed, she sent him in to Isaac.

Isaac was surprised when Jacob brought the meat to him. He
wondered how Esau had found a deer so quickly. Jacob told him the Lord
had helped him. [saac slill was not sure so he felt Jacob’s hands Finally
Isaac ate the meat and gave Jacob the blessing.

Jacob had barely left when Esau came to Isaac with the meat he had
fixed. Now Isaac knew he had been tricked. He had given the blessing to
Jacob instead to Esaul ’ —Sis. Nelda Sorrell
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"Thy brother came and hath
taken away thy blessing.”
(Gen. 27:35)






Welcome Home

Randoph loved caring for his father's
sheep out on the plains of New Mexico. The
land was mostly desert, and grassland was
hard to find. Randoph would lcad the sheep
ten to 15 miles away from home so they
would have good grass to eat on the cooler
side of the mountain. {{e would stay with the
sheep for several days before leading them
on the long journcy back home.

Each shecep in the flock becamie special to
Randoph. Though the animals kept Randoph
company, he yearned for a closer friend.

Onc day Randoph 1ook a different way to
the mountain grassland. After walking all
morning in the heat, Rundoph felt thirsty
and so did the sheep. He began to look for
water and soon found a shack by an old-
fashioned well. The old man who lived in the
shack was a hennit. All he had for company
was a big black dog—and he read the Bible.

As Randoph drew water from the well so
the sheep could get a drink in the troughs,
this olkd man asked Randoph if he was a
Christian. Randoph said he was not. “That's
too bad,” said the old man. *You probably get
lonely at times, but if you knew God and
Jesus and had a Bible to read, you wouldn't
feel so Jonely. Here, 1 will give you a Bible and
let you see for yourself.”

Riandoph took the Bible with a hurried
thank you, but he did not plan to read it, well,
maybe just a verse or two now and then.
However, the more Randoph read his 3ible,
the more he wanted 1o read. It seenwed like
the words in the Bible filled @ hunger within
him, like the smoked meat and combread
filled his stomach.

During the next year Randoph stopped
by to sce the old man often. He became
friends with him, his black dog, and mosl
fmportantly, withJesus. *“When | go home to
be with Jesus,”™ the old man told [iundoph, =1
want you 1o have Pal, my dog.”

It wasn't long until Jesus did take the old
man home, and Randoph took Pal with him.
Randoph and Pal became very close [riends
while caring for the sheep. Randoph would
often read the Bible adoud so Pal could be
fricnds with Jesus also.

Then one day Randoph was called away
from the sheep because the United Stales
government wanted hiin to serve them.

Randoph had to tell Pal good-bye. He prayed

that Jesus would protect them both until
they were together again. While Randoph
was gone, he wrote letters to his family, but
he wondered 1 Pal undcerstood why he had to
leave and if Pal would care about him when
he returned home.

When the United States government fi-
nally rcleased Randoph to go home, he
climbed off the train, gathered his bags, and
began the three-mile walk home. lie was
anxious to sec his family and to find out if Pal
would still care for him.

1t was dark when Randoph neared the
home place and trudged down the rutted
drive, he heard the deep. rumbling grow] of
Palalerting the family o(an intruder. Randoph
stopped and gave the bird call whistle he
used to call Pal with.

There was complete silenee, then in the
darkness Randoph saw the black dog leap at
him. He dropped his bags and tried to hug
the happy dog who insisted on licking his
face. llad Pal forgoticn Randoph? No. Nei-
ther does Jesus forget His own. As Pal was
overjoyed to welcome Randoph home, so
Jesus is overjoyed to welcome home His
[ricends. —Adapted by Connie Sorrell
SANEBEEANNNEUENTUNRENENN
Questions:

1. Who was very old and unable to see?
2. What did he want to do before he died?
3. What did Isaac ask Esau to do?
4. Who was listening to what Isaac told
Esau?
. Who did Rebekah want to have the bless-
Ing?
6. What did Rebekith do to make Isaac think
Jacob was Esau?
7. Why was Isaac surprised when Jacob
brought the meat to him?
8. Who came to Isaac right after Jacob had
left?
9. Who got Lhe blessing instead of Esau?
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Lesson Texts: Gen. 27:1-40.
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JACOB’S DREAM

Esau was very angry when he found that their father had been tricked
into giving his blessing to Jacob. He hated Jacob and planned to kill him
after their father, Isaac, died. Their mother, Rebekah, heard of Esau’s plan.
She called Jacob and said, “Your brother, Esau, plans to kill you. You must
leave at once. Go to your Uncle Laban, who lives at Haran. Stay with him
until Esau forgets what you did to him. When he is no longer angry, | will
send for you.”

Rebekah did not tell 1saac about Esau’s plan to kill Jacob. She told him
that the ways of Esau’s heathen wives troubled her, and that Jacob must
not marry one of these heathen women who lived nearby.

So Isaac called Jacob to him. After blessing him again, he commanded
Jacob, "You must not take a wite of the daughters of Canaan. Go to Laban,
your mother's brother, and take one of his daughters 10 be your wife.”
Immediately Jacob obeyed and left on his trip to Laban's house.

Jacob traveled alone. When the sun set, he fixed a place to spend the
night. Finding a smooth stone to use as a pillow, he fay down to sleep. As
he slept, God sent him a wonderful dream. He saw a ladder that reached
all the way from earth to heaven. On the ladder were beautiful angels,
climbing up and down from heaven, to earth, and back to their heavenly
home. Jacob dreamed that God spoke to him and said, “| am the God of
your grandfather Abraham, and the God of your father Isaac. The land on
which you are lying | will give to you and to your family. Through your family
| will bless ali people. | will be with you and protect you wherever you go.
1 will bring you back to this land. | will never leave you until | have fulfilled
this promise. —Nelda Sorrell
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"He dreamed,
and behold a
ladder set up
on the earth;
and the top of
it reached to
heaven: and
behold the
angels of God
ascending
and decending
on it."”

(Gen. 28:12)




While Big Brother
is Gone

{ ]

Bill and Mike were brothers who shared
the same bedroom. Whenever Bill was gone
to school, Mike liked to get Bill's toys and
play with them. Bill did notlike for Mike todo
this, so when he caught Mike with his things
he became rather upset.

During the day Mother would tell Mike to
put Bill's things back, which he would do
while complaining that Bill had so many
more toys than he had. He did not stop to
think that Bill was two ycars older than he
was. He just wanted to play with all of the
toys any time he pleased.

Onc day while Bill was at school and
Mother was in the garden hocing, Mike slipped
into the boys' bedroom. e took BBill's favorite
radio-controlled car down from the shelf that
was supposcd (o be too high for him to reach.
Bill had let Mike work the controls a Ume or
two, so Mike thought he knew just how o
oparate the car. He backed the carup on the
bedroom floor, then he turned the wheels
and circled the car around like a doughnut.
Boy! Was this fun!

Mike drove the car into the hall and raced
it into the dining room. How exciting it was to
be in full control of such a fast carl Mike was
pleased with his driving. He decided to drive
Bill's radio-controlled car through another
doorway and into the kilchen. As he pushed
the control trigger and turmed the steering
dial, the car sped out of sight, and he had to
run after it. But the car had not zipped into
the kitchen. Instead, it turned too sharply,
slipped under the gate across the cellar
doorway, and {cll down to the hard cement
floorbelow. Crash! Mike's excitement erashed
when he heared the car crash. Really scared
now, Mike hurried down the steep statrway
to check the car. One wheel was broken ofl
and the back bumper was cracked. The top
of the car was scratched, also.

What should Mike do now? He thought he
would hide the car so I3ill would never see
what had happened. e put the car and its

controls far behind several jars of canned
tomatoes on a cellar shelf.

Then Mike climbed the stairs, fastened the
gate, and skipped outside to find his mother.
She smiled at Mike and he tried to smile
back. All moming Mike could not get his
mind off of the car.

At first Bill did not notice the car was
missing. When he did miiss it, he began to
look for it. Mike went outside to play in the
sand box. He did not want Bill to ask him
where it was.

At the supper table Bill was worried be-
causc he could not find his car. This s when
their father learned about the missing car.
When Mike became afraid to hide the carany
longier, he went and brought it back from the
cellar.

When Bill saw his car he began to ery.

Their father took the car in his hands. "I
think I can fix the car all except for taking off
these seratches,™ hesaid. *Mike, Ehelieve you
should be punished for playing with your
brother’s car. | hope this will teach you to
never again just take something of your
brother's without first asking.

From then on Mike did not even try to
rcach his brother's shelf that was supposed
to be too high for him to reach.

—Connic Sorrel
S A SN NN NI EENESEREENES
Questions:
Who was very angry?
Why was he so angry?
. What did he plan to do?
What did Rebekah tell Jacob he must do?
Where did she tell him to go?
. What did Jacob usce for a piliow?
. Who sent him a wonderful dream?
. What did Jacob see in his dream?
Who spoke to Jaceb in his dream?
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JACOB AND LABAN

Jacob awoke from the wonderful dream God had given him. Now he
knew that God was with him as he traveled to the strange land where his
Uncle Laban lived.

It was a long trip to Haran, where Laban lived. Finally one evening Jacob
saw some shepherds near a well. When Jacob was close enough, he asked
the men, "Where are you from?”

When they told him they were from Haran, Jacob knew he had finally
reached the end of his long trip. “Do you know Laban, the son of Nahor?”
Jacob asked the men.

“We know him," they answered. "His daughter, Rachel is coming now.”

Jacob hurried to meet Rachel. He told her, “| am your relative, the son
of your father’s sister, Rebekah.” Rachel ran to tell Laban that Jacob had
come. Laban hurried to meet him and welcome Jacob to his home.

At first Laban was very kind to Jacob. After he had worked a month,
Laban asked him what he wanted for pay. Jacob told Laban he would work
for him seven years if he would give him Rachel to be his wife. Laban agreed.

When seven years had passed, Laban arranged for a great wedding
feast. But instead of giving Jacob, Rachel, to be his wife, Laban gave him
Leah, his older daughter. When Jacob saw that he had married Leah instead
of Rachel, he demanded, “What have you done? | served you for Rachel. Why
have you cheated me?”

Laban told Jacob that he could have Rachel also if he would work for him
another seven years. Jacob had tricked his blind father, now Laban had
tricked him. He had to work 14 years for Rachel. —Nelda Sorrell



"Rachel was beautiful \\A

and well favoured."

"e-

(Gen. 29:17) T







Missionary Vision

Atthe youngage of 11, Twyla Ludwig was
deeply touched by the stories of the starving
people in the poor countries of Africa. When
she grew up and married, she explained her
concern and burden to be a misstonary to
her husband. [le did not feel any callto be a
missionary—hewasn't even saved. But Twyla
Ludwig had a vision and she began to pray.

Every day she would go to the woods and
pray for her husband’s salvation. One day he
found her there which touched his heart so
much that he soon became a Christian.
Shortly after his salvalion, his wifc became
deathly ill. The doctors had given up on her
chance of living. Now her husband began to
pray. lle promised the Lord he would do
anything if only his wifc would be healed.
Since the doctors had given up on her, Twyla
Ludwig began to scarch the Bible for verses
about God's healing power. With ared marker
she underlined the verses and memorized
them for herdaily meditation. When her faith
reached out and made contact with God's
sceptre of merey, she became completely
welll

Now the Lord had healed Twyla, so her
husband was called upon to keep his part of
the agreement. He was soon preaching. The
faumily moved from their large, successful
farm to a small town where Bro. Ludwig
becamie the pastor.

Twyla Ludwig still had a burden to work
in Africa. She took training classes at a
school to prepare for missionary work and
she wrute constantly asking for a mission
board to sponsor them. No one would give
them any money so they could travel over-
seas to the faraway land where so many poor
people desperately needed help. Finally one
church board told them that i they would
raise the money to get over to Africa, then
they would pay them a monthly salary.

Twyla Ludwig began to speak at various
churches concerning their missionary bur-
den for Africa. Within a few months they had
cnough moeney to travel by ship and railroad
to the Kenya provinee of southeast Aftica,
close to the equator.

On October 31, 1927, their ship sleamed
into the harborolMombasa, and the Ludwigs
stepped on 1o the land that Twyla had
dreamed about for so many years. She was

happy to at last be in the land of Alrica, but
oh, her heart was alrcady aching for the
many nceds of the people.

Many were sick simply because they did
not know how to be clean with their food and
personal habits. Soon she was teaching them
to wash under their fingemails, to clean thetr
sores and bandage Lthem, and to cook with
clean water. She helped mothers with their
new babfes and she prayed for the wives
when they came Lo her bruised and bleeding
after their husband had beaten them.

Every morning and night Bro. Ludwig
had worship services at the mission. Though
witch doctors threatened and cursed any
who would accept “Jesu Christo,” still many
of the people beeame Christians. They lived
happily and pceacefully before other native
heathens who recognized the change for
good in them.

Because Twyla Ludwig had a vision 1o be
a missionary in Africa, thuusands of sufier-
ing people learned about Jesus, healer of
both soul and body.

May the Lord give us cach one avision to
reach out (o others with this good news of
“Jesu Christo” who takes meaness out of the
heart and puts peace and happiness there
instead. —Adapted by Connice Sorrell

{To be continued)
L 2 3 0 R B R B -7 3 B § |

Questions:

Who was with Jacob as he traveled?

. Who was Laban?

. Where did Laban live?

. Who wld Jacob that Rachel was Laban's

daughter?

5. low did Laban treat Jacob at first?

6. How long did Jacob agree to work for
Rachel?

7. At the wedding feast, who did Laban give
lo Jacolh ?

8. Who had Jacob tricked?

9. How long did Jacob have to work for

Rachel?
bl ’ l
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JACOB STARTS FOR HOME

Jacob had been in Haran for 14 years. He wanted to return 1o his home
in Canaan but Laban did not want him to leave. Laban told him, “I have
learned by experience that the Lord has blessed me for your sake. Tell me
what pay you want and | will give it o you.”

Jacob answered, " will 1ake care of your flocks again if you will give me
all the cattle and goats that are speckled and spotied and all the sheep that
are brown."” Laban agreed, so Jacob separated these from Laban's flocks and
had his sons take care of them while he continued to work for Laban.
Whenever an animal was born that was speckled and spotted or brown, it was
added to Jacob's flock.

Soon Jacob was very rich. Besides all his great possessions, Jacob also
had 11 sons and a daughter. Laban’s sons became jealous and accused
Jacob of taking their father's wealth. Laban was jealous, too.

The Lord appeared to Jacob and said, “Return to Canaan, the land of
your father, and | will be with you.” So Jacob prepared to leave at once while
Laban was away shearing his sheep. When Laban came home and found
Jacob had left and taken everything he owned, Laban was angry. Jacob had
been gone three days. Laban decided to overtake him.

Laban may have planned to make Jacob return to Haran. He took
several men and hurried after Jacob. Seven days later they came in sight of
Jacob's company near Mount Gilead.

However, God was watching over Jacob, as He had promised. God
warned Laban in a dream that he must not harm Jacob. After promising never
to harm each other, Jacob and Laban separated. Jacob continued on his way
toward Canaan and Laban returned 1o Haran. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell






be with thee.”

land of thy fathers, and | will

(Gen. 31:3)



Let Your Yea be Yea

As missionarics living among the Kenya
African tribe, Dad and Mama Ludwig, as they
were called, had a big job teaching these
heathen people about God, Jesus, and the
Bible way to live. They were pleased that
many of them accepted “Jesu Christo® as
their personal Saviour, but even these new
Christians had so much to lcam.

One day Dad Ludwig could not find his
shaver, Ilelooked in every pockel and corner
of his toiletry case but could not find his
shaver. He looked under his bed, around his
shoes, and among his clothing but still could
not find his shaver. Finally he spoke to the
twn young men who were hired to cook for
the family.

“Have you seen my shaver lately?” Dad
asked in the native language, moving his
hand up and down his face in the shaving
motlion.

“No, we do not have your shaver,” both
men declared, wagging their heads back and
forth.

*If you see my shaver,” said Dad Ludwig,
rubbing his stubby chin, “then I wantyou to
bring it to me.”

“tow much moncey will you give us if we
find your shaver?” asked once of the men.

Dad thought [or a moment before he
answered. He decided they knew where the
shaver was and had hidden 1t in order to
receive money for its retum. H he paid them
to return the shaver this time, they would
hide something else for more money.

“Twon't give you any moncey forits return,”
Dad told the two cooks, “but if my shaver
isn’t found before too long, | may be finding
1wo new cooks.” With this, Dad Ludwig walked
out of the kitchen to Jet the men think the
siluation over.

It wasn’t long until one of the cooks
brought his shaver to him and declared that
a rai must have carried it to the kitchen
broom claset. Dad Ludwig thanked him for
the shaver, but that day he preached on the
subject, “let your communication be Yea,
yea; Nay nay: for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil.” (Matt, 5:37). God is not
pleased with those who usce trickery for profit.

Later that spring Dad Ludwig came upon
anold manwho was diggingup swect potitoes
from the mission's garden.

“Why are you stealing our swect pota-
toes?” he asked the man.

*Oh, Dad, | am not stealing,” he replied.
“It is day time and thicves only steal at night.
I was just borrowing some of your swect
polatocs.”

Dad Ludwig did not say much more but
walked the narrow path after the old man
who went to his mud-thatched hut. Then
Dad Ludwig picked up the old man's red
rooster, tucked it under his arm, and tumed
to leave

“Why are you taking my rooster?” asked
the astonished old man.

I am taking it to my place,” repled Dad
Ludwig.

“Butyou can'l steal my rooster!” cried the
man, following after Dad.

“I am not stealing it,” said Dad. “Thicves
steal at night and this is daylight. T'o just
borrowing your rooster.”

The old man tumed back around and
picked up the sweel potatoes he had stolen.
“I'm sorryl 1 am sorryl” he called alter Dad
Ludwig. “Herc are yoursweet potatoes. Pleasc
give me back my roostert®

Dad Ludwig ekudly handed back the
rooster. He wanled to teach this man an
important lesson: Sin is sin whether U is
done in broad daylight or slyly done in the
night. — Adapted by Connie Sorrel]
S EENENNSNESECANEEENEREAR
Questions:

. How long had Jacob been in Haran?

. What did Jacob want to do?

. Who didn’'t want Jacob to leave?

. Which of the catile and goats did Jacob
want for his hire?

. How many sons did Jacob have?

. Who told Jacob to retum to the land of his
father?

. Where was Laban when Jaeob left Haran?

. How long had Jucob been gone when
Laban casmie home?

9. Who wamed Laban in a dream that he

must not hann Jacob?
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JACOB WRESTLES WITH AN ANGEL

Jacob knew that he was obeying God by returning to Canaan. God had
promised to protect him, but still Jacob was fearful of meeting his brother,
Esau. It had been many years since he had seen Esau. He hoped that Esau
had forgotten his anger towards him, but what if Esau still wanted to kill him?
God knew Jacob was afraid, so He sent angels to encourage him.

Jacob decided to send messengers to let Esau know that he was
coming. When the messengers returned to Jacob, they told him that Esau was
coming to meet him. He was bringing 400 men with him!

Now Jacob was terribly afraid. He thought Esau planned to kill him,
Jacob decided to divide his company into two groups. If Esau attacked one
group, the other group could escape. Jacob begged God to protect him and
his family. The next morning Jacob took hundreds of animals from his flocks
and sent his servants to meet Esau. The animals were to be a gift to Esau.
Jacob hoped Esau would be pleased and do him and his family no harm.

That night Jacob moved his family across a brook, but he stayed on the
other side to pray. As he prayed, a stranger came and wrestled with Jacob.
At daybreak Jacob realized he was wrestling with an angel. The angel said,
“Let me go, for the day is breaking.”

Jacob answered, “I will not let you go until you bless me.”

The angel asked, "What is your name?”

“My name is Jacob,” he answered.

“The angel told Jacob, “Your name is no more Jacob, but Israel because
you are as a prince, having power with God and men."” Israel means “a prince
of God.” Now Jacob was sure God would protect him and his family.

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell



"Jacob was left alone; and there
wrestled a man with him until the
breaking of the day.” (Gen.32:24)
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Growth in Understanding

*Mother, you love Sarah morc than me
because you always let her go places and do
things, but I don't get to! It's just not fair!”
Nancy said these awful words as she pouted
over her mother's decisfon to let Sarah go to
Rhonda’s house to play. “I'm nearly as big as
Sarah and | have to do houscwork also. |
think [ should be able to go over and play
with Dcbbic since Sarah can play with her
friend today.”

“No,” said Mother quictly. *You shall stay
with me. Your words just now prove to me
that you somectimes act too young to go
visiling alonc with a fricnd.”

*I am not too young!® declared Nancy.

“Yes, but you are. [ would be very embar-
rasscd if you pouted like this over at Debbie's
housec. You must stay with me uatil you are
able to control your temper.”

“Sarah has a temper loo and you don't
keep her home. You just don't like me,”
pouted naughty Nancy.

“Yes, I love you so much that I will stop
you from acting like this. In the Bible in
Hebrews 12:6, it tells us that the Lord chas-
tens or punishes cvery child that He loves.
Parcnts do the same to their children when
they are naughty. I have heard too much
sassiness from you and will not hear one
word more. Now 1 need your help in the
kitchen. You can make the blucherry muf-
fins this time.”

Nancy washed her hands, got out the
mixing bowl, and muffin mix. She was still
trying to pout, though she liked making the
muffins. Nancy was quicl for some time while
she stirred eggs and milk into her muffins.
Then as she put tablespoons ol muffin batter
into the muflin pans, she said, “But it is
truc—you do love Sarah more than me.”

“Now Nancy,” said Mother, gricved over
her attitude, “you know better than that.
Here, look at my two hands. Which hand do
you think I ought to cut off? Is onc of my
hands morce valuable than the other?”

1 suppose your right hand would be
more valuable,” said Nancy, “because you
write with it and cat with it too.”

“No, my left hand often helps my right
hand, so il is used at the same time. When 1
write, [ often hold the paper with my left
hand. When | type, [ must have both hands.

Also, to play the plano 1 need both hands
together. Both of my hands work together to
help me, and | need both of them very much.
I need both of my daughters also. The sooner
a child lcarmns that she or he cannot do
cverything a sister or brother does, the hap-
picr that child will be. Learn to fill your own
fmportant place and let the other children fill
theirs, wilthout having any jealousy in your
heart toward them. Each child has a special,
unique place of their own. You are Joved
because you are you.”

Nancy was silent while she finished filling
the muflin pans. When they werein theoven,
she began to sct the table without Mother
asking her to do so. She stirred the gravy and
helped put potholders and dishes on the
table.

Daddy and the boys thought the muflins
were very good. They were just cating the last
crumbs when Sarah came home. Nancy ran
to mecet her. “Oh, Sarah,” she said, "I made
the blueberry mulfins this time, and the boys
thought they were good. DDid you have a nice
time at Rhonda’'s house? Come and tell me
all about 11

Mother could see that in one cvening
Nancy had grown a foot taller in her under-
standing of others. —Connie Sorrell

Questions:

1. Who was Jacob obeying by returning to
Canaan?

. What had God promisced to do?

. Who was Jacob afraid to meet?

. Who did God send to encourage him?

. What did the messcengers teli Jacob when
they returmed?

. What happened as Jacob prayed?

. Who was wrestling with Jacob?

. What did Jacob tell the angel he must do
Ix-fore he would let him go?

9. What does "Israc]l” mean?
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JACOB MEETS ESAU AGAIN

Jacob had wrestled with the angei all nighi. When morning came, the
angel blessed him and left. Jacob joined his family who had camped on the
other side of the brook. As they prepared to start on their journey again, Jacob
looked up and saw Esau coming towards him with a whole army of men—400
in all!

Quickly Jacob divided the children among his wives and servants for
their protection. Going ahead of them, he went to meet Esau. As he walked
he bowed himself to the ground seven times, until he was near his brother.

Esau ran to Jacob and threw his arms around his neck and kissed him.
Both brothers were so happy they cried for joy. God had changed Esau’s
heart.

Afterwards Esau asked “Who are all these beautiful women and won-
dertul children?” Jacob told him of how God had blessed him greatly while he
was in Haran. He had given him a fine family.

When Esau asked about all the animals that he had sent, Jacob told him
they were gifts for him. At first Esau refused to take them because he had
great herds himself. After Jacob kept insisting, He finally accepted the animals
as a gift.

Esau begged Jacob to return home with him, but Jacob explained, “i will
need to travel much slower than you because my children are tender, and my
flocks are young.” Nex! Esau offered to leave some of his men with Jacob to
help him. Again Jacob refused, saying that he would not need them.

So Esau returned to his home and Jacob traveled on toward Canaan,
the land of his father. At Shechem Jacob bought a field, built an altar, and
worshiped God. He thanked God for His protection. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell






"Esau ran
to meet him,
and embraced

him. (Gen. 37:5)



God, the Giver
of All Good Gifts

Mike was hungry. He had been play-
ing with his truck. Mother was busy in
the kitchen with her baking. Mike ran
into the kitchen, *“Mommy, I'm hungry,”
he said. Mother took the apple pie from
the oven. Then she said, “How would my
big boy like jelly and bread?”

“Yum, yum,” said Mike.

Mother look two slices of bread from
the package. She spread one slice with
butter, and the other slice with grape
jelly. Then pressing the two slices to-
gether, she cut it crosswise and handed
both pieces to Mike.

Mike took a bite. “Oh, thank you,
Mommy,” he said. “It surely is good.”

I thought you would like 11,” said
Mother. “Aunt Kay sent us the grape
jelly. She made 1t.”

“Where did she get the grapes?” asked
Mike.

“Uncle Jack planted the grapevines
for her,” said Mother.

“What made the grapes on the vine?”
asked Mike.

“God sent the sunshineand the rain,”
said Mother, “and the grapes grew on
the vines. They grew and grew in the
bright sunshine. Then UncleJack gath-
ered them, and Aunt Kay made the good
jelly. She shared it with us. Aren't you
glad?"

“Oh yes, Ma'am,” said Mike, taking
another big bite of his bread. “But if God
hadn't sent the sunshine and the rain
we wouldn't have this good jelly, would
we, Mommy?”

“No, Mike," said Mother. “God is the
great Giver of all the good things in life.
It is God who gives us the good earth to
grow foods in. It is God who gives us
everythingin life. Without Him, we would
have nothing.”

Mike had eaten every bite of his
bread. He looked up into Mother's face
and said, “Mommy, | would like to thank
God for that good bread and jelly.”

“We will bow our heads, Mike," said
Mother, "and you can do that right
now.” Then Mike and Mother bowed
their heads.

Mike said, “Thank you, God, for the
good grape jelly that you sent the rain
and sunshine to grow grapes for. And
thank you for all the other good things
you give us. Amen.”

Then Mike ran back to play with his
blocks. —Selected

God is good.

Questions:

1. Whom did Jacob see coming towards
him?

. How many men were with Esau?

. How many times did Jacob bow be-
fore Esau?

. What did Esau do when he came Lo
Jacob?

. Who had changed Esau's heart?

. At first, why did Esau refuse the
animnals Jacob offered?

. What did Esau beg Jacob to do?

. Why did Jacob have to travel slowly?

. What did Jacob do in Shechem?
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JOSEPH, THE DREAMER

Jacob had 12 sons, but he loved Joseph more than any of them. Be-
cause he was his favorite, Jacob made Joseph a beautiful coat of many
colors. His brothers envied him because Jacob loved him most.

When Joseph was 17 years old he had two strange dreams. In both
dreams he saw his brothers, and even his father and mother bowing to him.
When he told his brothers the dreams, they hated him even more.

One day Jacob sent Joseph to see how his brothers were. They had
taken the flocks 1o new pasiures and had been gone many days. Obediently
Joseph set out on the long trip. He had trouble finding his brothers, but finally
Joseph saw the flocks in the distance.

Joseph's brothers spotted his brightly colored coat far across the field
and knew he was coming. They said, “Look, here comes the dreamer! Let’s
kill him. Then we will see what will become of his dreams.”

Reuben, the oldest, did not want to harm Joseph. He told his brothers,
“Let us not kill him. Throw him into this pit.” He planned to come back later
and rescue Joseph and take him to his father.

The others agreed. When Joseph got to them, they grabbed him and
took off his beautiful coat. Then they threw him into the pit and sat down to
eat their lunch. While they were still eating, a company of merchants came
by on camels. They were on their way to Egypt.

Quickly the brothers decided they would sell Joseph to these merchants
for a slave. Then they would be rid of him without killing him.

The merchants paid the brothers 20 pieces of silver. Then taking Joseph,
they started towards Egypt where they would sell him to be a slave.

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell



"Joseph dreamed a dream,

and told his brethren.”
(Gen. 37:5)
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Cut strips of colored paper
and glue them onto Joseph's coat.







Fifty Cents

“But why can't you go to the store?”
asked Judy. “My mother lets me go.”

“Mother says 1 have to wait until I'm
older before I cross the street by my-
self,” said Kara slowly.

“But you won't be by yourself,” in-
sisted Judy. “You will be with me."

“I'll go ask Mother,” sald Kara.

“And ask her for some money too."

Kara looked and looked for Mother.
Then she remembered. Mother was next
door. Just then Kara saw two quarters
lying on the piano.

Shetook the quartersandranout the
door to Judy who was wailing.

Kara did not tell Judy that she had
not asked Mother, nor did she tell Judy
where she got the money.

When they came to the street, Judy
took Kara's hand carcfully and then
they both crossed the street.

In the drugslore were all kinds of
wonderful things to buy. It was hard for
Kara to make up her mind. Then she
decided on bubblegum and hard candy.
But somehow she did nol feel very happy
on the way home.

*I have to go in now," said Judy. “It is
nearly time for supper.”

Mother had returned and was kurry-
ing to getl supper. “Please help me set
the table, Kara," she said. Withoul say-
ing a word, Kara helped Mother.

At supper Kara kept thinking about
the wrong she had done. In the middle
ofthe meal the doorbell rang. The news-
boy was collecting money for the
newspaper delivery.

“Where is the rest of the money I put
on the piano?" asked Mother. "Fifty
cents is missing.”

Kara acted as if she were going locry.
Mother got mnore money from her purse,
paid the boy, and came back into the
kitchen.

“Mother, I'm sorty,” sald Kara. “I took
the money to spend at the drugstore.
And [ went to the store with Judy with-
out telling you.”

“Thalt is very serious,” sald Daddy.

“I'm really sorry,” saild Kara again.
“I'll never, never do it again. Do you
suppose God will forgive me?”

“Kara, God always forgives us when
we are truly sorty. We forgive you too,”
said Mother gently. “If you mean never
to do it again, perhaps we can find a way
foryou toearn fifty cents to pay back the
money.”

“0Oh yes, yes!” said Kara, smiling
again. "I want to do that.” She felt as if
abig load was lifted from her heart. How
unhappy she had been when she was
doing wrong, and how happy she felt to
be forgiven! —Selected
ENSEEAEEREENRENNENENEREEN

Questions:

. How many sons did Jacob have?

. Which child did Jacob love most?

. What did Jacob make Joseph?

. Howold wasJoseph when he had two
sirange dreams?

. In the dreamns, who did Joseph see
bowing to him?

6. Where did Jacob send Joseph?

7. Where did Joseph's brothers throw

him?

8. To whom did they sell Joseph?

9. Why did the men take Joseph to

Egypl?
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JOSEPH, A SLAVE AND PRISONER

Joseph was tired from walking. Finally the camel caravan he was with
arrived in the strange land of Egypl. Here, Joseph saw people who looked
ditfferent from his own people, and they spoke a sirange language. The
merchants took Joseph to the chief city of Egypt and sold him as a slave.

The man who bought Joseph was a very rich officer in the king’s army.
His name was Potiphar. Potiphar soon learned that Joseph was a good slave
because God was with him. He made Joseph overseer in his house and
trusted him to take care of all his business.

But one day Potiphar's wife asked Joseph to do something that was very
wicked. Joseph told her he could not do this because he would be sinning
against God. Day after day she tempted him. When Potiphar's wife saw that
Joseph would not sin, she was very angry. When Potiphar came home, she
told him lies about Joseph. Potiphar believed her and was so angry that he
had Joseph thrown into prison.

Joseph had been wronged again, but God had not forgotten him nor the
wonderful dreams He had given to Joseph. God was preparing Joseph for the
time when those dreams would come true. Joseph did not understand God’s
plan, but he trusted God.

Even as a prisoner, Joseph did not blame God nor feel sorry for himself.
Instead, he was cheerful and tried to be helpful in the prison. The prison
keeper watched Joseph. Finally he decided Joseph was the very person he
needed to help care for the prisoners. He gave Joseph fult charge of all the
prisoners. Now Joseph was as busy as he had been at Potiphar's house. God
was still with him and made everything he did turn out good.

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell



" (Gen. 39:21)






Earning Work

Aaron was wanting {0 carn some nioncy
of his very own. He wasn't very old, so there
weren't too many things he could do for pay.
Healready cleaned his bedroom, took out the
trash, vacuumed the carpet, and dried the
dishes when Mother asked him to. Now
Aaron wanted o work for someone besides
his parents. He had been praying to Jesus
about this for several days—and no one but
Jesus knew it

Aaron was riding his big whecl down the
sidewalk in front of the necighbor's house
where Mr. Nelson was busy washing his car
in the driveway. Quickly, Aaron jumped off
his big wheel and hurried to Mr. Nelson.

“Can I helpyou wash your car?” heasked.

Mr. Nelson looked rather surprised at his
offer. Then he srniled at Aaron. “Doyou think
a young man like you can handle such a big

Job?"

“No. Sir, 1 can't do {t all by myself, but 1
can help you,” answered Aaron.

“All right, then, here is a buckel of soapy
water. | wanl you to make sure the back
bumpcr, Heense plate, and tail lights are all
clean. Think you can do it?°

"Yes, Sirl” replied Aaron. Carefully he
scrubbed the back part of the car with the
sudsy sponge. Then he stood back while Mr.
Nelson sprayed ofl the soap with clean waler.

"Looks like you did a nice job,” sald Mr.
Nelson with admiration in his voice. *Do you
think you can do the front of my car just as
well?”

“Yes, Sir,” said Aaron with a big smile.
Soon he had the front lights and bumper
looking clean and shiny.

“Very goodl” said Mr. Nelson., "Have you
cver vacuumed before?”

*Yes, | have vacuumed for my mother
several times,” replied Aaron.

“You must be a very good helper for your
parenis,” said Mr. Nelson. "[fyou canvacuum
my car nicely, then I will give you two quar-
ters, which s 50 cents.™

Aaron was very happy to vacuum the car
for Mr. Nelson, He took out the floor mats,
gave the big pieces of trash to Mr. Nelson to
throw away, and then he carefully vacuumed
under the seats and in every groove of the car

floor. Mr. Nelson was very pleascd with
Aaron's work.

“For such a young boy, you are quile a
worker,” he told Aaron. “l{ere are your two
quarlers, and | may have you help me again
tn {two wecks or so, because a car s just like
a house—it needs cleaning very often.”

Happily, Aaron rode his big wheel home
to show his parents the fifty cents he had
carned. s parents were very pleased with
him.

Later, Mr. Nelson talked to Aaron’s father
about Aaron’s ability to work. “You are doing
a good jub In teaching Auron to work while he
{s young,” said Mr. Nelson. "He was so re-
spectful and did cach task so faithfully that
I would like for him to help me whenever
possible. [ will give him {ifty cents each time
he helps me like this, If he stays fajthful to his
work, he will really be suceessful in life.”

That night in family worship, Aaron
thanked the Lord for answering his prayer
about carning some money. Mother and
Daddy thanked the Lord that Aaron was
learning to be a good, faithful worker.

—Connic Sorrell

@uestions:

1. Where did the merchants take Joseph?

2. Why did they take him there?

3. Who bought Joscph?

4. Who asked Joseph todo something wicked?

5. Why did Potiphar have Joseph thrown into
prison?

6. Who had slill not forgotten Joseph?

7. What did Josceph Iry to do in the prison?

8. Who gave Joscph fuil charge of all the
other prisoners?

9. Who made everything Joseph did turm out
good?
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JOSEPH INTERPRETS DREAMS

Even though Joseph was a prisoner, he was willing to be helpful. Scon
the prison keeper gave Joseph charge over all the other prisoners.

About that time Pharaoh, the ruler of Egypt, became very displeased
with two of his servants, his chief butler and his chief baker. Pharaoh had both
of them taken to prison. Here Joseph cared for them. One morning Joseph
noticed that both of these prisoners looked very sad. He asked them, “Why
do you look so sad today?”

“We have both dreamed strange dreams and there is no one to tell us
the meaning of our dreams.”

Joseph said, “God can reveal the meaning of dreams. Tell me your
dreams.”

The chief butler told Joseph, “In my dream | saw a grapevine with three
branches. While | walched, the vine budded, blossomed, and grapes grew
onit. | had Pharaoh’s cup in my hand, so | took the grapes and squeezed the
juice into his cup. Then | gave the cup to Pharaoh.”

“The interpretation is that in three days, Pharaoh will ask you to again
be his butler,” Joseph said. “| beg you to tell Pharaoh that for no fault of mine,
{ was put in this prison.”

When the baker saw the butler's dream had a good meaning, he said,
“| dreamed that | was carrying three white baskets of baked goods for the
king, and birds ate the food out of my three baskets.”

“In three days, Pharaoh will hang you, and the birds will eat your flesh,”
Joseph told the baker.

After three days, the butler was brought out of prison to again serve
Pharaoh and the baker was hanged, just as God had shown Joseph.

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell



"Joseph's master took him, and
put him into prison." (Gen.39:20)
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Funny Dreams

It was in the middle of the night when
Mother heard someone in her bedroom.
Startled, she tumed over to see who it was.
There stood Jimmy with his cyes wide open
and trembling from the coolness of night.

“Come and sec what's on my bed!” he
whispered sleepily to Mother. “Come right
now and get it off my bed!”

Mother crawled out of bed and followed
Jimuny to his bedroom. *Sece right there,” he
said, pointing a finger to the fool of his bed.
“There was a rabbit on my bed, right there!™
Let's find it and put it in a box so it can't get
on my bed any more.”

They looked under the covers, under the
bed, and around the bed but could not find
the rabbit any where. “Honey, | think you
were only dreaming,” Mother told Jimmy.
*Let me tuck you back into your nice warm
bed and you go back to sleep. Don't you
woiTy a bit about any rabbit coming to your
bed.”

Jimmy did as he was told, but he still
insisted there was a rabbit on his bed until
his cyes agadn closed in sleep. The next
morning Jiimmy told cveryone at the break-
fast table that there was a rabbit on his bed
in the night. Everyonc laughed at this, and
his big brother laughed loudest of all. Jimmy
was hurt and his big brown cycs filled with
tears.

“Now you all stop laughing at Jimmy,"
ordered Daddy. “Jimmy did sce a rabbit on
his bed, but it was in a dream. Somctimes
dreams can seem very real, can’'t they,
Jimmy?”

Jimmy nodded his head. le was glad
Daddy was not laughing at him.

*I know the difference between what |
dream and what rcally happens,” laughed
his brother. "Dreams are usually stupid and
don't make much sense.”

I had a dream that scemed really real,”
said Jimmy's big sister. I dreamed that
Karen and 1 were skating down the strecet
when a motorboat started chasing us and we
couldn’t hide fromitand . ..”

“ScewhatITmean!” laughed his bigbrother.
*You should know a boat can't go on the
slreet.”

It is trae that we should not believe or
worry about all dreams,” said Daddy. "Usu-
ally a drecam will have several things from

real life jumbled together and you can trace
the thoughts back to what has happened.
Your sleepy mind is just working overtime
when you dream. However, somctimes God
has given dreams for a message. You will
know when you have a special dream from
God. It will stand out very clearly in your
mind. Otherwise, we should not worry about
what we drecam, nor should we have faith in
just any dream.”

The family soon forgot all about the rabbit
dream until two nights later Mother was
checking cach child before she went to bed
when she found big brother awake.

°I just had the craziest dream,” he told
Mother. "l dreamed that [ was riding my bike
down the street when a lake and motorboat
suddenly got right in my way. | swerved to
miss the boatand 1 hit abig clump ofbushes.
Rabbits started hopping out of the bushes in
alldircetions. Whenl got off my bike to catch
some of them, they started chasing me. Then
[ told'mysecll, *Oh, this {s adream,’ and I woke
up.”
Mother chuckled. *I think we can trace
this dream back to some things said at the
breakfast table the other day. Now you goon
back to sleep and rest your weary mind.”

In a short time, everyone in the family
was sound asleep. —Connice Sorrell

EN S RN SN R ESENNEERENRNENES
Questions:

1. Who became displeased with the butler
and baker?

. Where did he have them taken?

. Who took care of them?

. Why did they look sad?

. Who can reveal the meaning of dreams?

. After three days what happened to the
butler?

. What did Joscph beg the butler to do?

. Afler three days, what happened to the
baker?

9. Who lold them what would happen?
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FROM SLAVE TO RULER

One night Pharaoh had two strange dreams. The next morning he was
very troubled. He called his magicians and wise men and told them the
dreams. None of them could tell him the meaning of his dreams.

When the chief butler heard about Pharaoh’s sirange dreams, he re-
membered the dream he had while in prison. He remembered how Joseph
had told him what his dream meant. Everything he told him had come true!
For two years he had faorgotten, but now he also remembered that Joseph had
begged him to tell Pharaoh how he had been put in prison unjustly.

When the butler told Pharach about Joseph, Pharaoh sent for him at
once. Joseph hurried to shave and change his clothes before coming before
the king. He must have wondered why Pharaoh was calling for him.

Pharaoh waited anxiously. When Joseph finally came, he told him,"!
have dreamed a dream and there is no one who can teli me what it means.
| have been told that you can understand a dream and interpret it.”

Joseph answered, “The wisdom doesn’t belong to me. It is God who will
give the meaning of your dream.”

Pharaoh then told Joseph his two dreams. Joseph said, “Both dreams
have the same meaning. God has shown Pharaoh what He is about to do.
There will be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. You
must appoint a wise man to store up enough food during the seven good
years to last through the seven years of hard famine.”

Pharaoh listened carefully. He said, “Since God has shown you ali this,
there is no one as wise as you. You will be overseer of my kingdom and ruler
over the people. | am the only one who will be greater than you.”

—Sis. Nelda Sorrell






"Thou shalt be over my house; only in the
throne will | be greater than you." (Gen. 41:40)
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From Nothing
to Something

Linda Simwns lived on Manhattan Street
of New York City. Her life was broken and
ruined by sin. She was the mother of three
children, but the government had her chii-
dren and she didn't know where they were.
This made her very sad.

Linda didn't have a husband and she
didn't have a housc of her own. She was all
alone in a very wicked arca. She didn't have
any money and nobody would hire her so she
could make some money. Withoutany money,
she couldn't buy food to cat. Linda was
hungry, loncsome, and scared.

As Linda Jooked hungrily into a restau-
rant, a well-dressed man walked cut. “Mis-
ter, 1 am hungry,” she begged. He flipped a
cquarler to herand went on his way. Then she
begged froma coupleof neatly dressed ladies
who cach gave her moncey. Soon Linda had
cnough money to buy a mcal, which she
gobbled down quickly. The sun was setting
and she wanted to find a place to sleep before
dark.

With cold winter wind whipping about
her, Linda wrapped her heavy eoat tighter
about herself. She was thankful for the coat
and wore it night and day for two reasons:
she did not have any othcer clothes than what
she was wearing, and she did not want
somone to stecal her coat.

Atthedoorofacity shelter, Linda stopped
and looked inside. She shuddered as she
saw the dirty, tassled-hcaded men and
women crawling onto smelly cots where they
would snore away the night. Linda’s heart
began to ache. She longed for something
better. Linda didn't know how to pray. She
had oniy heard God's namie used as a curse
word, which is disrespectful and gricves
God. Now for the first time, Linda used God's
name with a plea for help. "Oh, God, help mel
1 don’t want to kecp living like this! | want to
change my lifet”

Linda walked on down the street to buy
some cheap wine that would help her forget
life for a while and make her go to sleep. The
Devil had her in such a trap that she did not
know where to go for God's help.

Ina few days Linda met two young wommnen
who were talking to the homeless people
about Jesus who could lcad them to a better

life. It sounded good to Linda, but shedid not
know i God could do anything for her. Dianc
and Amy began talking to Linda.

*Jesus loves you, Linda,” said Diane.

Linda shrugged. “That's hard to believed,”
she said.

*Jesus can wash away all the sins of your
past,” said Amy, "and le cares about what
you wanti to become. He knows about the
inner longings of your heart.”

Linda began to cry. The womeen told her
about a place where she could start lile over
if she really wanted to.

*Ifyou're serious about wanting to change
your life, meet us Wednesday—and be sober,”
Amy sald.

Linda was scrious when she met them the
next Wednesday. They took her to awomen's
shelter, Here she went to school and Bible
studies and worked in the kitchen. Later she
was traincd to operate a computer.

Most importantly, Linda knelt beforeJesus
and asked Him to wash away all her past
sins. She became a new person in Christ
Jesus. No more was she a dirty, huddled
figure on astrect comer, bui she was a clean,
neatly dressed woman living in a decent
home. She prays now that someday she will
find herchildren and lead them to Jesus who
satisfies the longing in thie soul.

—Adapted by Connie Sorrcll
EE NS EEENEREENENSENENEER
Questions:

1. How many strange dreams did Pharaoh
have?

2. Who did he tell about his dreams?

3. Who did the butler remember when
Pharaoh told his dreams?

. How long had he furgotten about Joseph?

. Who sent for Joseph?

. Who did Joseph say would give the mean-
ing of the dreams?

. How many years of plenty would there be?

. Whal did Joseph advise Pharaoh to do?

. Whom did Pharaoh appoint to oversee the
storing of food?
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JOSEPH’S DREAMS COME TRUE

After seven years of pienty, a great famine spread throughout Egypt and
the surrounding countries. When their food was gone, people came to Joseph
to buy grain. Even in Canaan no grain would grow so Joseph's father, Jacob,
said to his sons, “l have heard that there is corn in Egypt, go and buy some
for us.”

All of Joseph's brothers except Benjamin went to buy corn. Jacob would
not let Benjamin go because he feared losing Benjamin as he had lost Jo-
seph.

Anyone wishing to buy food in Egypt must come to Joseph. As the
brothers bowed before him, they did not know that this young ruler was
Joseph. it had been more than 20 years, but Joseph knew his brothers at
once. As they bowed before him, he remembered the dream God had given
him. He wondered if his brothers were still cruel and selfish, so he acted like
he did not know them. He spoke roughly to them, and accused them of being
spies.

The ten brothers explained to Joseph that they were honest men who
had an aged father and younger brother in the land of Canaan. “We have only
come for food for our families, not as spies,” they said.

How glad Joseph was to hear that his father Jacob was still alive. He
also noticed the brothers spoke kindly of Benjamin. They were not jealous of
him.

Joseph began to plan how he could see Benjamin. He had his brothers
put in prison. After three days he sent for them. He told them he would keep
only one in prison. The others could take the food to their families, but they
must bring Benjamin to him or he would know they were spies.

To each other, the brothers said, “We are sutfering because of our
crueity to Joseph.” They did not know that Joseph understood what they said.
Tears came to Joseph's eyes when he saw that they were sorry for their sin
against him. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell




"Joseph remembered the dreams |




1e had dreamed of them."” (Gen. 42:9)




Always Follow Good Ways

“Don’t do it, Bob,” Billy implored, “you
know Dad will find out when he gets home.”

“Aw, you're just a {raidy cat,” Bob said,
“You're afraid to do anything that is fun.”

“I'mnotafraid, butl know Dad has a good
reason, when he says not to do something,”
answered Billy, as he went into the house
again.

Bob went into the woods anyway with
Dad’'s gun. He was sure nothing would go
wrong. After all, what could happen? Dad
had shown Bill and himsclf how lo carry a
gun, and all the safety rules. "Billy never
wants to do anything,” Bob thought.

That is the way it was with the boys as
they grew up. Bob was determined to do
things that he shouldn't whether it was at
home or school. lle scemed to delight in
gelting into trouble. Billy was altogether
different. He loved his Dad and Mom and
didn’t want to causc them any worry over
him.

Of course, when Dad got home he noticed
the gun was missing (rom its usual place.
*Who has my gun?” Dad asked Mom. “I've
told the boys not to use it unless I'm with
them.”

"l don't know where the boys are right
now,” Mom answcrced. “Billy has been inand
out of the housc all afternoon. I haven't seen
Bob though.”

Both boys were at the supper table, when
Dad mentioned the gun being missing. “Oh,
1 had it,” Bob told him. *i didn't do anything
wrong with it, and {t {s back in its place.”

Dad looked sternly at Bob. *Yes, the gun
is back, but don't you remember what |
said?”

Bob looked troubled and uncomfortable
when he answered. *You said not to take it
unless you were with us. That §s adumb rule
anyway. Nothing happcned this afternoon,
did it?"

Mother looked as though she could ery.
“Bob, Bob, why must you always try to get by
with things that you should not be doing. If
you keep up like this, you will have lots of
trouble and heartaches.®

“Oh, you just think Billy is perfect,” Bob
answered disgustedly.

"Well, Bab, you wait and sce where your
troublemaking will get you,” Mom implored
Bob. "Look at Tom, he had his own way, no
malter what his folks said or did.”

“Yes,” Dad said, "and now he is in prison
because he wouldn't listen to anyone.”

“Don’t worry about me. I'll never do any-
thing that bad,” Bob sneercd.

Bob was his own boss, it secmed. He
would not yicld to the call of the Lord. When
all of a sudden he was in serjous trouble,
then it was too late, he had to pay the price.

Billy gave his heart to the Lord when he
was a young boy. Ile tried to follow Jesus’
cxample, listening to his Dad and Mom's
teaching. As he worked for the Lord, God
blessed him with many friends, happiness
and joy.

Remermber, boys and girls, God's way is
always the right way. “The way of the wicked
is an abomination unto the Lord: but he
lovetlt him that followeth after righteous-
ness.” Prov. 156:8.  —Sis. Dorothy Wilkins

Always do what's right!

Questions:

1. Towhomdid the prople go when their food
was gone?
2. Who sent his sons to Egypt to buy corn?
3. Why didn't Jacob let Benjamin go to
Egypt?
4. How long had it been since Joseph had
seen his brothers?
. What did Joseph remember as his broth-
ers bowed before him?
. What did Joscph say his brothers were?
. Where did Joseph put his brothers?
. How long did he keep them in prison?
. Who must they bring, when they came
again?
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JOSEPH’S BROTHERS RETURN

The famine was still in the land. The corn that Joseph’s brothers had
bought in Egypt was almost gone, so Jacob told his sons, “Go again, and buy
food.”

Judah said to his father, “The governor told us, *You shall not buy food
again, except your brother is with you.' lf you send Benjamin with us, we will
go again. If you do not send him, we can not go.”

“Why did you tell the man you had a younger brother?” Jacob asked.

“The man asked if we had a younger brother. How could we know that
he would say, 'Bring your brother'?"

Still Jacob refused to let Benjamin go to Egypt. When the food was
almost gone, Judah told Jacob, “Send Benjamin with me. | will make sure
nothing happens to him.”

This time the brothers took gifts for the Egyptian ruler. Taking the gifts
and Benjamin with them, they again came betore Joseph. When Joseph saw
Benjamin with his brothers, he ordered his servant to take them to his house.
“These men will eat with me,” he said in a strange language. “Prepare a
feast.”

Joseph's brothers were even more afraid. Why were they being taken
fo the ruler's house? When Joseph came home at noon, they gave him the
presents they had brought. Joseph spoke kindly to them, asking about Jacob.
When he turned to Benjamin he said, “God be gracious ta you, my son.” Then
Joseph rushed from the room to hide his tears of joy.

When the men were seated, they were surprised to see that their places
had all been arranged in the order of their ages. Joseph sat at a separate
1able. He sent each brother food from his table, but 10 Benjamin he sent five
times more. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell






"Take your
brother, and
go again unto
the men."
(Gen. 43:13)



A Brother-Sister

Conversation

Marie and Gary were in the back yard
swinging on their swing set and they were
having a nice visit togcther.

*Daddy will be coming home from work
soon,” said Gary. "Sec how the yellow sun is
slippingbehind the green trectops over there?
When we don't sce the sun any more, then
that means Daddy will be home and we will
go in to cat supper.”

“I'm getting hungry,” said Marie. “I do
hope Mother has made fried chicken and
mashed potatoes. That is my favorite supper.
Maybe when [ grow up [ will be a good cook
like Mother is.”

*I want to be like Daddy,” said Gary.
“Then 1 can wear a litle beeper and have
people call me to fix their computer. 1 already
like to push buttons and unscrew things,
and Mother told me I need to learn to put
things back together after I take them apart.
It takes a good thinker to be what Daddy {s.”

I guess [ need to be a good taster to be
what Mother is,” said Marie. "She says that
a way to get kinda fat is when you cat some
of everything you cook, so I'll probably be
kinda big like Mother is, too.”

“Well, I wonder who our baby brother will
be like,” satd Gary. “"Maybe he will be like
Grandpa and build cabinets with wood. He
probably could usc a hammer well because
he sure knows how to bang his hand on the
highchair tray.”

“Or Willie could be like our other Grandpa
and milk cows all the time,” said Marie.
“Then I could make butler from the cream
like Grandma doces. You like buttermilk bis-
cuits, don't you? Well, Grandma makes them
from the milk off the butter—I1 saw herdo it
once. Have you?

“Computcer repalrmen aren’t interested
in making biscuits,” said Gary. "But they do
like to cat them! When you learn how to make
good butter and buttermilk biscuits, let me
come and eat with you.”

"You can come and cat with me any time
you want,” sald Marie. “Even after brothers
and sisters get married, they visft one an-
other. Daddy stops in and cats with Aunt Lily
often, and somctimes Mother talks to Uncle

Frank on the phone, which Daddy says
makes the phone bill so high. Mother used to
play with Uncle Frank like [ play with you,
and | guess she misses playing with him so
much that she can't stop talking with him
once they get on the phone.”

*Well, brothers and sisters should live
close together like Daddy and Aunt Lily do,”
sald Gary. “Then they can eat logether more
often and {t doesn't cost so much when they
talk on the telephone. Let’s never live so far
apart when we grow up.®

*Okay,” said Marlc, “I couldn't send you
buttermilk biscuits over the telephone any-
way.

*Oh, look at the sun,” said Gary with his
finger poinling Lo the west. “The sun s hiding
behind the trees. Listen! 1 hear Daddy's car
in the driveway. let's go fn and wash up for
supper before Mother calls.”

Then the brother and sister hurried in-
side where the fumily soon gathered around
the supper table. —Cannie Sorrell
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Questions:

1. Why couldn’t Joseph's brothers grow corn
where they lived?

2. What did Jacab tell his sons to do?

3. Who must go with them to Egypt?

4. Who told Jacob he would make sure
nothing happened to Benjamin?

5. What did Joseph teli his servant when he
saw Benjamin?

6. Why did Joseph rush from the room?

7. Why were the brothers surprised when
they were scated?

8. Who sent cach brothier food frornhis table?

9. Who did he send the most food to?
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JOSEPH MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN

After eating with Joseph, his brothers were ready to go back home with
the corn they had bought. Joseph told his servant, “Filt the men’s sacks with
food. Then put every man's money in the mouth of his sack. In the sack of
the youngest one, put my silver cup and his money.”

Early the next morning the men left for home. Belore they had gone very
far, Joseph's servant came rushing after them. He demanded, “Why have you
taken my master’s silver cup?

“God forbid that we should do such a thing,” the brothers said. “lf you
find the cup in anyone’s sack, that person shall die and we will all be your
servants.”

Every man quickly opened his sack. The servant started with the sack
of the oldest and searched inside every sack. When he came to Benjamin's
sack, he found Joseph's silver cup!

The brothers were filled with fear, but they all turned back towards
Joseph's house. They would not return home without Benjamin. When they
came to Joseph's house, he was there. They feli down on their faces before
him. Joseph asked them sternly, “What is this that you have done?”

The brothers begged Joseph o keep any one of them except Benjamin.
“Our father will die if Benjamin does not return,” they explained.

Joseph saw thal his brothers were very different than when they had
sold him to be a stave. Quickly he ordered the Egyptian servants to leave the
room. Then in great excitement he said, “l am your brother, Joseph.”

Joseph saw the fear in his brothers' eyes. "Don't be angry with your-
selves, that you sold me. God was sending me to Egypt to save the lives of
our family.” Then beginning with his youngest brother Benjamin, he hugged
and kissed them ali. —Sis. Nelda Sorrell
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"l am Joseph
your brother,
whom ye soid
into Egypt.”
(Gen. 45:4)







Separated for a Season
(Based on a true story)

Ruthic was a little Jew baby born in 1841
in a Jewish neighborhood In a city in Poland.
Being a Jew meant that her great-great-
great-grandfathers several hundred years
ago were Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Being
adJew meant that her parents still worshiped
God in the old way that Moses had writien in
the Old Testament. Being a Jew in Poland
during World War Il meant little Ruthic could
bekilled, because a wicked man named Adolf
Hitler had ordered all Jewish people to be
killed.

Even before Ruthie was bom, Hitder's
soldiers had strung up a high barbed wire
fenee around her neighborhood, and every-
one living within this fence became prison-
ers. One day Hitler's soldiers drove trucks
into the Jewish neighborhood and began to
pull them from their homes and load them
into trucks. Then Hitler's soldiers robbed
and sct fire to their homes. Ruthic and her
parents were able to escape from these cruel
soldicrs then, but they knew it would not be
long before they would be carried away also.
Ruthic’s parents prayed for God's protection
and most of all, they prayed for Ruthie's
safety.

Since Ruthie was fust a litile baby, her
parcnts knew they could not hide with her
because she would cry sometines and this
would let the soldiers know where they were.
The only way to save Ruthic would be to let
some kind person have thelr daughter.

Oncevening a Polish woman patted Ruthie
and said, "It is a shame—shec is such a pretiy
baby.” Quickly Ruthie’s father asked the
woman, “Could you find a place for her?” The
Polish woman whispered, *I will talk to my
sister.”

Two days later the woman said her sister
would take Ruthic. Everything would have to
be done secretly so the soldiers wouldn't stop
them. About 4:00 on a warm Sunday after-
noon, Ruthie's parents put her into a baby
carriage. They pushed her carriage up to the
guard standing duty at the gate of the barbed
wire fence and showed hima pass. The guard
let them through. They went out onto the
sidewalks of the town where they met the
woman who agrecd to take Ruthie. Without
a word said, Ruthie's carriage was quickly
taken by the Polish woman and her parents
walked away. The parents went back home
through another gatc and Ruthie went to live

with kind people who were willing to risk
their lives for her sake.

While Ruthie was well cared for, her par-
ents had to hide in the woods, in barns, and
constanlly run from Hitler's soldicrs. This
was a very sad time for Poland.

Ruthic’s parents missed her so much that
her mother was often ill. They prayed that
someday they could have Ruthie back again.
Ruthie probably did not miss her parents as
much because she was so young and the
Polish sisters were very kind to her. She did
not realize il then, but God was merciful to
spare her life and give her a nice place to live
while other family members were suffering
and dying.

Then indJuly, 1944, other forcign soldiers
came into the city and pushed Hitler's sol-
dicrs out. No more would Hiter’s soldiers kill
the Jews. Right away, Ruthic’s parents went
to find her. She was three and half years old
now.

Al first she did not know them, but soon
they won her love. They were thrilled to be
together again. Truly God had been merciful
to them. —Connie Sorrell

—

Questions:

1. What did Josceph's servant put in the
miouth of every man's sack?
2. Whatdid he put in Bernjaumin's sack along
with his moncy?
3. Who came rushing after Joseph's
brothers?
. What did he ask the brothers?
. What did the brothers promise il the cup
was found?
. In whose sack was the cup found?
. What was the first thing his brothers did
when they came back to Joseph?
. When Joseph saw his brothers had
changed, what did he tell them?
9. Why did God send Joseph to Egypt?
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