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Amazing Grace 

"I don't want to go away to school." 
John wailed . 'The teacher's cross and 
the boys pick on me. "  

"Very well then.  you shall g o  with 
me and work on the ship." said John's 
father. Mr. Newton. John's mother 
was dead and John had been staying 
in a boarding school. So at only eleven 
years of age he quit studying and 
went to sea. His father. the ship's 
captain.  taugh t John much about 
sailing and handling a ship. However, 
he taught him very li ttle self-disci­
pline. 

LaterJohnjoined England's Royal 
Navy but would not submit to i t's 
d iscipline. He was no��ed and eventu­
ally discharged . 

While still  in his teens he received 
permission to sail on the H.M.S. 
Harwick bound for the African coast. 
He was thrilled lo be going far away 
where he could do whatever h e  
wanted . John's only regret was leav­
ing his girlfriend . Mary. However. this 
could give him time to prove to her 
Christian parents that he would be 
the right husband for their daughter. 
They would never know what he was 
doing so far away! 

On this trip J ohn learned about 
the slave trade. Thinking i l  would be 
an easy way to gel rich . he hired out 
to a slave

_
dealer. Right away the slave 

dealer realized that John would be of 
no use to him unless he learned to 
obey orders . He promptly stripped off 
John's nice clothes and gave him only 
the scanty clothing the slaves wore. 
Then he put him to work as one of the 
slaves. The whip came down hard on 
J ohn's back whenever he leaned on 
his hoe or stole a few minutes under 
the shade of a lemon tree. His at­
tempts to escape brought more lashes 
from the master's whip. 

Years ofhard labor and strict disci­
pline hardened John until he became 
cruel and insensitive to the pain of 
others . In 1 747.  when he was twenty­
one. he escaped from the slave trader 
by hiding aboard an outbound ship 
called the Greyhound. 

The captain oflhe Greyhound was 
a Christian . At first John avoided the 
captain like he was poison . He pre­
ferred to laugh . curse and d rink whis­
key with the old rough sailors. 

At limes when sailing was good 
and there wasn't much to do. John 
would go into the captain's quarters 
to visit.  One day the captain was 
reading The lmilationu]Christ. "Think 
that book will help yeT John asked. 
"Can a shi p captain imitate Christ?" 

"Su re . .
. 

the captai n answered . 
"God can change the meanest man 
and make him like Christ. 

.. 

'"Tis  foolishness:· John retorted. 
"I don't belie�e there is a G�q." {, 



Freedom! 

John 8:31-45 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews 
which believed on him. If ye continue 
in my word. then are ye my disciples 
indeed: 
32 And yc shall know the truth. and 
the truth shall make you free. 
33 They answered him, We be 
Abraham's seed. and were never in 
bondage to any man: how sayest thou, 
Ye shall be made free? 
34 Jesus answered them, Verily, ver­
ily, I say unto you. Whosoever 
comrnilleth sin is the servant of sin. 
35 And the servant abideth not in 
the house for ever: but the Son abideth 
ever. 
36 If the Son therefore shall make 
you free. yc shall be free indeed. 
37 I know that ye are Abraham's 
seed: but ye seck to kill me. because 
my word hath no place in you. 
38 I speak that which I have seen 
\vilh my Father: and ye do that which 
ye have seen \'lith your father. 
39 They answered and said unto 
him. Abraham is our father. Jesus 
saith unto them. Ifye wereAbraham's 
children. ye would do the works of 
Abraham. 
40 But now ye seek to kill me. a man 
that hath told you the truth. which I 
have heard of God: this did not 
Abraham. 
41 Yc do the deeds of your father. 
Then said they to him. We be not born 
of fornication: we have one Father, 
even God. 
42 Jesus said unto them. If God 
were your Father. ye would love me: 
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for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; neither came I of myself. but he 
sent me. 
43 Why do ye not understand my 
speech? even because ye cannot hear 
my word. 
44 Ye are of your father the devil, 
and the lusts of your father ye \viii do. 
He was a murderer from the begin­
ning, and abode not in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. 
When he spcaketh a lie. he speaketh 
of his own: for he is a liar. and the 
father of i l. 
45 And because I tell you the truth. 
ye believe me not. 

r----------- .. 

I The Messaie: Jesus her.> the I 
I power and authority to make 1 
I 

us truly free! 
I 

L-----------.1 
Questions: 
I .  Who was speaking to the believing 

Jews? 
2. How could they truly be His dis­

ciples? 
3. What would make them free? 
4. The Jews said they were never in 

___ to any man. 
5. Whoever commits sin is the __ _ 

of sin. 
6. If they were to be truly free. Who 

must make them free? 
7. Jesus said if God was their Father 

they would do what? 
8. Who did Jesus say was their fa­

ther? 
9. How did he know who their father 

was? 

Verse to Memorize 

If the Son therefore shall make 
you free, ye shall be free in­
deed. 

John 8:36. 



Let's 
Talk. • • 

Over two hundred years ago to­
day, in 1776, a group of men met to 
sign the Declaration oflndependence. 
This stated that the colonies would 
n o  l onger submit to the oppressive 
rule of the king of England-they 
were declaring their freedom! 

God created man free from sin 
and its awful effects. But when Adam 
and Eve chose to obey satan rather 
than obey God . they became slaves to 
sin . 

It grieved God deeply when Adam 
sinned. He knew what evil this un­
leashed in the world . He had made 
man in His own image and He loved 
h im. He could not abandon mankind 
even though they had rejected Him­
He made a plan that would set them 
free again. 

This plan involved Jesus. God's 
own Son. It required Jesus to come to 
earth as a helpless baby and l ive as a 
man on earth. He would have to suf­
fer abuse from evil men and experi­
ence the depths of pain and sorrow 
that sin brought into the world. And 
then He must endure the torturous 
death by crucifixion. It would cost 
nothing less than His own blood to 
gain man's freedom from sin and 
satan! 

And Jesus did just that! Through 
His own great love for us He came and 
lived in the same circumstances of 
other men. Yet He was very different. 
He h ad always obeyed God. Sin and 
satan had no power over Him. 

J esus came as a newborn baby 
and lived through all the stages of 
childhood. One day He was exactly 
the age you children are right now! 

The Bible tells  us about His birth and 
how He stayed in the temple instead 
of returning home with His parents 
when he was twelve-years-old. Noth ­
ing much is said about the rest of His 
childhood but He is referred to as the 
" holy child Jesus . .. 

To be holy means that everything 
in your life is perfectly beautiful .  good 
and lovable without anything to spoil 
i t. This is j ust what Jesus was when 
He was your age. He was good and 
brave. considerate and unsel fish . 
noble and truthful .  obedient and lov­
ing. kind and forgiving. In fact He was 
everything you can think of that you 
ever admired or loved in anyone else! 
And the very reason He came to l ive 
on earth was to show you how to live 
holy. no matter what your age. Then 
He paid the ultimate price-He gave 
His life to pay the price to free us from 
satan's bondage. 

Our story tells how J ohn Newton 
obtained his freedom. He bragged 
that he didn't believe there was a 
God. He thought he was showing his 
independence by not submitting to 
orders when he was in the Navy. He 
was treated as a common slave be­
cause he would not do as he was told .  
B u t  he was far from free-he was a 
slave to himself and satan. 

During the violent storm J ohn 
remembered the prayers of his godly 
mother. His sins llashed before him. 
He realized he was in awful bondage 
so he cried to the Lord for mercy. 
Jesus made him wondrously free. 
Satan no longer had rule in his life. 
Instead he devoted his l ife to serve the 
Lord and be a blessing to many. 

We can point back to Jesus' death 
and then His resurrection on Easter 
morning-that is our Declaration of 
Independence! Sin's power was bro­
ken and we can be free from satan's 
bondage if we choose. Have you de­
clared your independence? Have you 
let Jesus make you "free indeed?" 

-Nelda Sorrell 
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.. God will make you a believer." 
the captain answered. 

John laughed ... Nothing will make 
me a believer. rm too tough to be 
conquered. The Royal Navy couldn't 
even stand me. They gave me a public 
flogging and demoted me to common 
sailor, but I didn't change. That thar 
slave dealer thought he would break 
me too, but he didn't.·· 

John strolled away shaking his 
head and laughing about the book. 

Not many nights later, John was 
awakened by the violent tossing of 
the Greyhound. He flung his feet off 
the bed and discovered his cabin was 
filling with water ... Whafs happen­
ing?" he shouted. 

"Her side's crushed in." he heard 
from a voice in the darkness. "Get to 
the pumps! Quick! She'll go down in 
minutes if we can't keep her pumped 
out." 

John hurried to the pumps. Sweat 
poured from his brow. His back ached 
and his muscles groaned with the 
constant movement. After an exhaust­
ing nine hours, John gasped, lhink 
we'll make it?" 

.. Our buoyant cargo is all thafs 
keeping us afloat, .. a sailor working a 
pump next to him answered. 

"But not for long,'' another said. 
Then John heard a sailor in the dis­
tance mutter in great distress, "We're 
all gonners." 

Instantly John remembered see­
ing his devoted Christian mother pray­
ing. In the same moment his terrible 
sins flashed before him. He saw him­
self as the most vile of the vilest and 
so he had been. His broken spirit 
cried, 'This won't do. Lord, have mercy 
on us!" 

Morning broke and the Greyhound 
was still on top. Every sailor, the 
captain and workers were all amazed 
that she had stayed afloat and, though 
crippled, sailed into the nearest har­
bor. 

The storm made a believer out of 
John. He borrowed the captain's book 
and read it. Later he committed his 
life to the Lord. 

When he landed again in England, 
he went to see Mary. I've prayed for 
you all these years," she told him. 

Later they were married and John 
Newton became a preacher. He never 
tired of telling about God's amazing 
grace that saved such � :.Y\J boy as 
he. At the same time he was telling of 
God's saving power, he was also writ­
ing about it. Besides writing Amazing 
Grace he wrote 279 other songs as 
well. He never did forget his prayer on 
the sinking ship though. Each year 
on that day he fasted and prayed to 
celebrate his salvation from a turbu­
lent sea and a life of misery in sin. 

When it was suggested he retire at 
age eighty-two due to poor health and 
a failing memory, he responded, "My 
memory is nearly gone, but I remem­
ber two things: that I was a great 
sinner, and that Christ is a great 
Savior!" 

John Newton's tombstone tells his 
life's story in a nut shell. It says: 

.. John Newton clerk, once an infidel 
and Libertine, a servant of slavers in 
Africa, was, by the rich mercy of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, pre­
served, restored, pardoned and ap­
pointed to preach the faith he had so 
long labored to destroy." -Charlotte 
Huskey 

-Information from: Paul Harvey's 
11te Rest of the Story, Bantam Books, 
New York, 1 980; Robert K. Brown and 
Mark R. Norton, One Year Book of 
Hymns, Tyndale House, 1995; Vinita 
Hampton Wright, Hymn Wrtters' Hall of 
Fame: Christian History, Issue 31. 

(Answers: 1 .  Jesus. 2. By continuing 
in (obeying) His word. 3. The truth. 
4. Bondage. 5. Servant. 6. The Son 
(Jesus) . 7. They would love Him. 
8. The devil. 9. Because they were 
like him (murderers and liars). 
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A Friend Called Jesus 

Today as I sat in church listening 
to that familiar hymn, "What a 
Friend," it brought back memories of 
my childhood. I thought about how I 
first became acquainted with this 
Friend and what a true Friend He 
has been to me, just as the words in 
the song say. 

When I was a young child, I lived 
in a very small community in the 
countcy of Venezuela. Our tiny one­
room house sat on a sloping hill. 
When one stepped out the back door 
he was face to face with a high moun­
tain. The small front yard had no 
grass. It was my job to sweep it each 
morning before going to school. Most 
days when my brother Emesto and I 
returned home from a short morning 
at the village school, mother would 
have a bowl of hot beans or com for 
our lunch. Some days. however, she 
had nothing for us but a piece of flat 
hominy bread. On these days Mama 
always looked sad and I felt sorry for 
her. Papa, too, seemed very upset 
the times when we had very little 
food. He worked hard every day. but 
the wages he earned were just not 
enough for a family of four: Papa 
Emesto Cruz, Mama Aurora Cruz, 
my brother, Ernie, and myself, Sonja. 

Ernie and I did not mind being 
poor. We loved the parrots and other 

bright colored birds that flew through 
the trees which covered the moun­
tains. Ernie loved to fish in the river. 
I loved to hear the whistling wind 
and watch the clear flowing water. In 
the pools at the edge of the rivers we 
bathed and had water fights with our 
friends. Here is where mother washed 
the clothing we had taken off after 
bathing, so it would be clean to put 
on the next bath day. 

Each time that father talked about 
moving to the "big city" so he could 
make more money. I shuddered. How 
could I leave my friends, my fun, the 
mountain, the birds and the pools? 
Where would we take a bath in the 
city? (I had never seen a bathroom.) 
No matter how much I shuddered, 
Papa kept talking of needing to make 
more money and of course moving to 
the big city. Mother never complained 
about being poor although she sel­
dom had soap for washing clothes 
and she knew that Papa had no 
education to qualify him for a good 
paying job. Farm work was all he had 
ever done. 

One evening as mother was cook­
ing a pan full of rice for supper, Papa 
rushed in shou ling, "Our troubles 
are over! OUR TROUBLES ARE 
OVER!" He shoved the paper he was 
waving above his head into Mama's 
hand saying, .. Read it!" Then picking 



A Young Conqueror 

I Samucl17:4, 10-11, 32-34, 37, 
40. 45-47. 49, 5 1  

4 i\11cl there \\'('Il l o u t  a 
ch;lmpion .. of ll w Pllili�l ill<'�. muned 
Gulial11. ol Gall1. wllo�t· hl'iglll wu� 
�i'; t•ubil� dnd (\ :-.p<lll. ( 1 o· :3 1 /2") 
10 J\ncl llw Phili-;liiH' ..,,liCI.. .. �in•me 
a lllan. that \\'L' • .�.�y fight lo!..'.t'lliL'r. 

11 \\'hen Sau: and all bral'l heard 
tho'-'l' "·onJ:.; ol the Phill-;tine. they 
\\'l n• ... gn·atly afraid. 
32 :\nd D<l\'id �<ud to Saul .... thv 
scr\'anl \\'Ill go ancl llgllt \\'llh this 
PllilisliiH'. 
33 t\nd Saul �aiel to D<l\'lcl. Thou arl 
not ab!t' to go <H.(.IIIISl th1s l'lullsline 
to light \\'ith him. ror thou drl but a 
�·m1th. dllcl Ill' a man of war lrom his 
youth. 
34 1\ncl David said unto Saul. Thy 
seiT.lnt krpt his fatlwr'� �hcep. and 
there l'<llllt' a lion. a11d a bear. and 
tool\ a lamb out or the !lock: 
37 .. . The LORD that clclivcred me 
oul or the paw or tlw lion. and oul of 
thr paw of tiH· hear. lw \\'iII dl'II\'C'r me 
out ofllw hand of t111s Philistine. i\nd 
Saul said unto Da\·id. Go. and the 
LORD be \\'ilh Lht't'. 
40 i\ncl lw took his stall i 11 his hand. 
and chosr him lin· smooth stones 
oul ol the brook. and put tlwm in a 
shepherd·� bat( ... 
45 Then �aiel Dm·icl lo llw Philis­
tine. Thou comesl to mt· \\'ill! n sword. 
and with a spear. allCI \\'itll a shield: 
b11L I come Lo thl'l' in liH' nwm· oflhe 
LORD of hosts. the Gocl or the armies 
or Israel. whom thou hast ddicd. 
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46 This cl;1�· \\'ill llw LOHD ckliver 
thee into mint' ll.lllcl: ... thal all Llll' 
earth may lmo\\' that there is a God 
in Israel. 
47 ,\nd all tllls<l'-'st·mblyshall know 
lhal Lhe LORD sa\'l·th not with sword 
and spenr: for the ballk is Lhc 
LORD's. and IH· \\'iII �ivc you into our 
hands. 
49 i\nd David put h1s hand in his 
bag. ancl took lht'IH'l' a '-'Lone. and 
slang it . •  uHI s1nolt' the Philis­
Linc ... <:llld he ll'llupon his face lo Lhc 
earth. 
5 1  Tlwrl'lon· D;l\'ld ran. and stood 
upon Lilt· PllilisliJH'. and took his 
sworcl .... <llld t'tll oiT his head Llwre­
with. 1\ncl \\'ll\'11 the Philistines saw 
their ch.ullpHHl \\\Is clt'<lcl. Liley llcd. 
The Messag.e: God has no respect 
to age. Ayoung_person who trusts 
in God can be victorious! 
Questions: 
l. \Vhat \V,\S tilt' 1\,111\C or the 

Phili�lillt'·� l'll<tlllf>H>n'? 
2. I low 111<111�· IIH'll cllcl Goliath say 

should l1gllt 111111? 
3. I low clicl tlw llll'll or Israel feC'I 

about till' !.(i<llll·s c-hallenge? 
4. \Vha t clicl D<�vicl tell Saul? 
5. Did Smil Lhinl\ D:\\'icl had a 

ehanct· to win against Goliath? 
6. \Vhal two ani1wlls had David eon­

qurrecl? 
7. Whal weapons chcl David choose? 
8. Goliath t rust<·d his sword ancl 

shield to win. In what did David 
trust? 

9. By what po\\'tT can each of us be 
conqu<'rors? 

Verse to Memorize 

can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth 
me. 

Philippians 4:13. 



Let's 
Talk o 

Most of you know the story of 
David and Goliath and how he killed 
the giant with a stone and a sling. On 
this day the people danced in the 
streets and sang about the great 
deliverance God had given His people. 
David became a hero that day and 
would go down in history as one of 
the great.est kings and conquerors in 
Israel. Also, he was a man who knew 
the way of God's heart. 

When we read the story, it seems 
that we can feel the tenseness and 
excitement of the moment as Goliath 
threatened the Israelite army and 
defied their God. We can feel the 
indignation David felt when he said, 
"Who is this uncircumcised Philis­
tine that he should defy the armies of 
Israel?" We can also feel the exhila­
ration and relief of victory as the 
giant fell heavily to the ground. 

This is one of the greatest ex­
amples of courage and faith in God 
found anywhere in history. How did 
David come to have such faith in 
God? Which events in his life led him 
to have it and therefore attain this 
place in history? 

David was the youngest of eight 
children. His father's name was 
Jesse. As the smaller son." he was 
chosen to do some of the lesser jobs, 
such as taking care of the sheep. He 
would be out in the pastures many 
hours watching over the sheep. He 
had much time to think of the great­
ness and goodness of God; he praised 
God for His mercies. He wrote some 
of his thoughts in poetry and songs. 
No doubt he thought also about what 

he would be when he got older. Per­
haps he imagined that someday he 
would be a soldier like his brothers 
or other famous men of Israel such 
as Caleb or Gideon. 

One day, while keeping the sheep, 
a lion snatched one of the lambs and 
ran. David chased and caught the 
lion. He rescued the lamb and killed 
the lion. He had a similar experience 
with a bear. God blessed him to kill 
it also. 

Then came the day when David 
was called to leave the sheep and 
carry some food to his brothers who 
were fighting with King Saul's army. 
That is how he came to the battle and 
heard the TERRIFYING voice of 
Goliath call out for one soldier to 
fight against him. That is when he 
saw the frightened king and his sol­
diers. 

Although David was only a youth 
(teenager). the Spirit of God let him 
know that if he would be willing and 
courageous, God would fight the 
battle for him. David accepted the 
challenge and God guided the stone 
to the right spot to bring the giant 
tumbling down. 

Will you accept the challenge to 
be courageous·for God? Will you be 
like David? Are there some giants or 
mountains causing you to feel you 
will never reach that place?· 

· 

You can! We "can do airthings 
·through Christ." and by His power 
we can be more than conquerors. Be 
obedient to God and be a conqueror 
in the little things of life. Do not try to 
fight your own battles. Go to God in 
prayer and let Him fight for you. 
Read your Bible daily. This Will give 

·you strength and courage. Then when 
the big tests come. you will be ready 
and conquer in the name of the Lord. 

-Altina Cox 

I Be Courageous for God! I 
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me up. he swun� me around in a 
circle. 

"Yeah! Papa." I yelled. but I won­
dered what troubles we had. 

Mama read the paper. "Wanted. 
five hard workin� couples to do har­
vesting for a major company in the 
United Stales. Couples must be be­
tween the ap;es of 25-35. with a limit 
of three children. Meals. lodging and 
transportation lo the U . S. will be 
paid by Nucrop. Apply at the big lent 
tonight." 

"It's a dream come true. Aurora!" 
he said. as he let me go and hugged 
mother. "\Ve'll1!:o to the United States 
and make heaps of money. Never 
have a trouble a�ain!" 

Mama smiled and shed some 
tears of j oy. but then asked Papa 
more questions than he could an­
swer. "What will we do there? Are 
you sure we will be chosen? Where 
will we live? What type of agriculture 
will it be?" Then. with a serious look 
in her eyes. added. "How can we 
leave our families. friends and neigh­
bors?" 

"My dear. I cannot answer any of 
your questions. but after the meet­
ing tonight I shall. 

.. 

As we ate rice and beans. Papa 
said to Ernie and me. "Soon. my little 
dears. you shall have plenty of fruit 
and vegetables to eat. and meat: 
chicken. pork and beef. I shall buy 
you shoes and toys. Someday you 
will attend high school and college." 

That night we crowded into the 
tent with about twenty other families 
to apply for the jobs. There were lots 
of papers for Mama to fill out as Papa 
could not understand many of the 
words. \Ve learned that if we were 
one of the families chosen. we were 
destined for San Pedro. California. 
We wouid know within two weeks if 
we were chosen. 

Papa an.'Xiously awaited word. All 
week long he talked about California 
and all the things he would buy. 
'Thirty dollars a day!" he would say 
over and over. "Here on my very best 
days. I can only make $7.00 ... 

One evening we heard a knock. 
Papa hurried to the door. It was Mr. 
Victor Villarreal. "I have come to 
offer one of our five openir1: to you 
and your family." he saio ,.:; he sat 
down in one of our two chairs. Papa 
sat down in the other. We all stood 
silent so we wouldn't miss a word. 

"We will accept the offer .
.. 

Papa 
said before Mr. Villarreal could say 
anymore. 

"The workers are needed as soon 
as possible .

.. 
he continued. If you 

cannot leave within three days the 
posi lion will be given to someone 
else. 

-

"We'll be ready. "  Papa assured 
him without hesitation. 

One week after Mr. Villarreal had 
promised Papa a j ob. we were in 
California and living in what I thought 
to be a huge house. It had four 
rooms. besides the bathroom! 

Mrs. Watson. the owner and man­
ager since her husband had died, 
lived in a mansion. There were hun­
dreds of acres of land in agriculture, 
fruit , vegetables and cotton. The new 
boss told Papa that there would be 
plenty of work year round. Papa said 
to me. "You will soon have a beauti­
ful doll. pretty shoes and anything 
else you want." 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Answers: l. Goliath. 2. One. 
3. Afraid. 4. ''Thy servant will go 
and fight." 5. No. 6. A lion and a 
bear. 7. Five smooth stones and 
a sling. 8 .  In the name of the Lord 
of hosts. 9. Through Christ.) 
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A Friend Called Jesus 
(Continued from last week.) 

S onja Cruz, her parents and 
brother, Ernie movedfrom Venezuela 
to the United S tates where her father 

found work at much higher wages 
than he had ever earned. 

Papa made almost $700 the first 
month. Mrs. Watson deducted $300 
per family to cover meals and living 
expenses. The other $400 was for our 
family. We had never had so much 
money. Papa was elated. He bought 
new clothes for the family. Mama 
looked so pretty in her new dresses. 
We each got a new pair of shoes. Papa 
also bought me my first doll and 
Ernesto a truck. 

Mrs. Watson provided fruits, veg­
etables, bread and other staple foods. 
Papa provided the meat just as he 
had promised while we still lived in 
Venezuela. 

I was ten years old and when I 
would think of the river and water 
fights with my friends I felt lonesome 
for them. Mama, too, had regretted 
leaving her family and friends but 
now that Papa's dream was being 
fulfilled she seemed no longer home­
sick. 

Within the next three months Papa 
had furnished our little home with 
nice used furniture. My folks were 
happier than I had ever seen them. 

Evecy Sunday a church bus would 
come to the ranch offering invitations 
to the families to attend church. In 
Venezuela we were not accustomed 
to going to church except for an occa­
sional mass. One Sunday our family 
decided to go. This was the first time 
I ever heard about a Friend called 
Jesus. 

The people were very friendly to 
us. The preacher told about the love 
Jesus had for us and said that He 
would be a Friend to those in trouble. 
My folks thought the service was nice 
but had no troubles, nor did they 
need other friends. They were so happy 
already. Money had provided their 
happiness. AI though they felt no need 
of Jesus, they continued to send my 
brother and me to church each Sun­
day. 

Mrs. Watson offered to set up a 
savings plan for each of the families. 
Mama thought this would be nice, 
but Papa said, "I will never part with 
my money!" He began counting it 
every evening and putting it in bed 
with him. Papa loved his money just 
like I loved my new doll I had named 
Julia. 

After several months our happi­
ness began to fade. Papa wasn't com­
ing home at night until vecy late. 
'Where is Papa?" I asked Mama one 
evening. 



A Forgiving Brother 
Genesis 37:3-8, 11, 18, 26-28 

3 Now Israel loved Joseph more 
than all his children, because he 
was the son of his old age: and he 
made him a coat of many colours. 
4 And when his brethren saw that 

their father loved him more than all 
h1s brethren. they hated him .... 
5 And Joseph dreamed a dream. 

and he told it his brethren: and they 
hated him yet the more. 
6 And he said unto them. Hear. I 

pray you. this dream which I have 
dreamed: 

7 For. behold. we were binding 
sheaves in the field. and. lo. my 
sheaf arose. and also stood upright; 
and. behold. your sheaves stood 
round about. and made obeisance 
to my sheaf. 
8 And his brethren said to him. 

Shalt thou indeed reign over us? ... 
9 And he dreamed yet another 

dream. and told it his brethren . ... 
11 And his brethren envied him: 
but his father observed the saying. 
18 And when they saw him afar off. 
even before he came near unto them. 
they conspired against him to slay 
him. 
26 And Judah said unto his breth­
ren. What profit is it if we slay our 
brother. and conceal his blood? 
27 Come. and let us sell him to the 
Ishmeelites .... 
28 Then there passed by Midianites 
merchantmen; and they drew and 
lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and 
sold Joseph to the lshmeelites for 

2 

twenty pieces of silver: and they 
brought Joseph into Egypt. 

Genesis 42:3, 8 
3 And Joseph's ten brethren went 

down to buy com in Egypt. 
8 And Joseph knew his brethren. 

but they knew not him. 
Genesis 45:1, 4, 5, 15 

1 Then Joseph ... made himself 
known unto his brethren. 
4 And Joseph said unto his breth­

ren .... 
5 Now therefore be not �rieved. 

nor angry with yourselves. that ye 
sold me hither: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. 
15 Moreover he kissed all his breth­
rcn. and wept upon them: and after 
that his brethren talked with him. 

The Messa�e: Althou�h oth­
ers may wron� us, we must 
for�ive them iust as Christ 
for�ave us. 

Questions: 
I. What son did Israel love most? 

2. What did he make for Joseph? 
3. llow did Joseph's brothers feel? 
4. Why did Joseph's dreams anger 

his brothers? 
5. Instead of killing Joseph. what 

did they do? 
6. Did Joseph's brothers recognize 

him when they came to E�pt? 
7. For what reason had God allowed 

Joseph to go to Egypt? 
8. How did Joseph show he had 

forgiven his brothers? 

Verse to Memorize 

And be ye kind one to an­
other, tenderhearted, forgiv­
ing one another, even as God 
for Christ's sake hath forgiven 
you. 

Ephesians 4:32. 



Let's 
Talk. e 

Joseph was the favorite son of his 
father.  J acob . J o seph's  mother. 
Rachel . whom Jacob loved clearly. had 
died. This. and the fact that Joseph 
was born when Jacob was old. caused 
him to have greater love for Joseph 
than for his other sons. It  was not 
wisdom on Jacob's part to show such 
favoritism, but neither did this justify 
the behavior of the older brethren. 

History says that Joseph was a 
teenager at the time he was sold into 
Egypt. He was about the age that 
many children now graduate from 
high school. The Lord had a plan for 
Joseph, just as He has a plan for each 
of His children. Joseph had many 
hard experiences. but God was with 
him and cared for him. 

Joseph was put in prison because 
of a false accusation. While in prison. 
the Lord blessed all that he did. When 
he interpreted a dream for Pharaoh's 
chief butler, he told the grateful man 
to tell Pharaoh that he was innocent 
and should not be in prison. But the 
butler forgot all about Joseph. Two 
years passed before he remembered! 
When Pharaoh had a dream that no 
one could interpret the butler thought 
of Joseph who had accurately inter­
preted his own dream. Pharaoh soon 
saw that the Spirit of God was with 
Joseph. and he appointed Joseph ruler 
over Egypt. 

Due to a famine in the land. 
Joseph's brothers came to buy com in 
Egypt. Joseph knew his brothers. but 
they did not know him. He could have 
considered this a good time to get 
revenge for how they had earlier treated 
him. He could have had them thrown 
in a pit or sold as slaves. Instead. he 

fel l  on their necks and kissed them. 
He loved his brothers because he had 
God's love in his heart 

There are many times we may 
suffer for the wrong doings of others.  
I f  we suffer as a Christian. we will get 
a reward. We must not retaliate or try 
to fight,  even with someone who does 
us wrong. We must forgive them. This 
means we are to pardon them and to 
no longer feel resentment about what 
happened. Learn to forgive quickly 
before they even ask you to forgive 
them. What if they do the same thing 
again? Forgive them. Jesus said we 
should forgive them 490 limes a day if 
we need to. 

A good way to forgive is to not keep 
talking about it. nm· to even keep 
thinking about the thing that hap­
pened. Every lime you tell another 
friend what happened . it  usually 
makes you feel worse. Another wav to 
learn to forgive is to do what Jos�ph 
did; he said that God allowed it to 
happen. Always remember that God 
also allows whatever happens to vou. 
Do not look at the person or the �Iced 
that hurt you but look to Jesus. This 
is what Stephen did when he was 
being stoned . He did not look ill the 
big rocks. for surely they would hm'�..­
frightened him. Nor did he look at the 
people, but he looked into the heav­
ens and saw Jesus standing on the 
right hand of God. Because of this. he 
was able to ask God to forgive them. 
A third thing to remember about for­
giveness is that if you do not forgive 
others for the things that they have 
done to you. God will not forgive vou. 
So let's ask God for some ins

-
tant 

forgiveness so we can always be clear 
before Him. -Ailina Cox 

(Answers: 1. Joseph. 2. A coat of 
many colors. 3. They hated him. 
4. In the dreams they bowed to 
Joseph. 5. They put him in a pit and 
sold him to the Ishmeelites. 6. No.7. 
To preserve the life of his family. 
8. He kissed them. wept and talked 
to them.) 
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"He's trying to make more.money." 
she answered. 

"Why. Mama?" I asked. 
"Money makes your Papa very 

happy." she replied solemnly. 
When we did see Papa he didn't 

look any happier to me. Neither was 
Papa buying much meat any more 
and I seldom saw him counting his 
money. One evening he left after sup­
per as usual. He was gone awhile but 
returned much earlier. I asked. "Papa 
did you get more money tonight?" 

Papa looked angry and snapped. 
"Sonja. you must not ask Papa 

questions now." 
'Tm sorry. Papa:· I said. 
Papa looked very tired and sad. I 

wondered why he was not twice as 
happy with two jobs and two incomes. 
It seemed his night job caused more 
sadness. One evening as Papa headed 
for the door. I ran after him and 
throwing my arms around him I 
begged. "Please don't go to work to­
night. Stay home with us. please. 
Papa." He seemed touched by my 
entreaty and kissed me warmly on 
the forehead. then turned and went 
out into the night. 

As soon as he left. I noticed he had 
forgotten his little box that he always 
took to his night job. I opened it up 
and found a package of little cards 
inside. There were a lot of them. with 
pictures of kings and queens. Some 
had shapes and numbers. some had 
diamonds and hearts. "Look Ernie .

.. 
I 

said. "this is funny. Papa's night job 
must be a lot like school. 

.. He and I 
began matching them together. Mama 
was cleaning the kitchen and had no 
idea that Ernie and I were having fun 
with Papa's cards. "I like this clown .

.. 

Ernie said. showing one to me. 
Just then I heard steps coming up 

the front porch. I knew they were 
Papa's. We hurried to get the little 
cards picked up and put away. 
"Sonja." Papa shouted. grabbing the 
cards. "You children must never 

bother Papa's things. Never! Never!" 
Mama came from the kitchen in time 
to see Papa shaking me and shout­
ing. "Now you must promise to never 
touch them again.'' 

"Yes. Papa." I replied quickly. Papa 
picked up the cards and stormed oul. 
Mama hid her face in her apron. "I 
didn't know that Papa's cards were so 
important." I confessed. "He must 
love them even more than 11is money ..

. 

The next change I noticed in Papa 
was his smell and how strangely he 
acted during these times. ··papa. did 
you eat some spoiled grapes?" I in­
quired one evening. Papa laughed so 
hard and doubled over. falling on the 
floor. I laughed too. and fell on the 
floor. Ernie joined us and we rolled 
over and -over on the floor. Mama 
didn't laugh. 

"Children, get up·· she demanded. 
"Emesto. you should be asham­

ed!" she told Papa. 
Papa came in one day after work­

ing in the fields. He was hiding a 
brown paper sack in his jacket. I was 
thrilled because it had been a long 
lime since Papa had brought me a 
surprise. I acted as if I didn't see the 
package expecting that Papa would 
soon give it to me. All evening I thought 
that any minute Papa would bring 
out the surprise. Finally he went to 
bed. I thought maybe he had forgot­
ten and would give it to me the next 
morning. 

The next morning came. but no 
surprise. 

I went to school the next day 
wondering what the surprise was. 
Mter school my curiosity got the best 
of me. I decided to just peek at my 
surprise. I went in Papa's room and 
looked around for the sack. I found it 
in the drawer where Mama kept his 
work clothes. 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Look for answers on page 3.)  
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A Friend Called Jesus 
(Continued from last week.) 

So11}a Cruz, her parents and brother, 
Ernie, moved from Venezuela to the 
United States where her father found a 

job with good pay. At .first it seemed 
that money could buy everything they 
needed to make them happy. But her 

father could only think of making more 
money. This led to great trouble and 
sorrow. 

My heart sank when I opened the 
brown paper sack to see only a black 
bottle that had a rotten smell just like 
Papa had sometimes. "What are you 
doirig?" inquired Mama. I hadn't heard 
her walk in . 

.. Oh Mama. I didn't mean to be 
naughty. I just wanted to see. I thought 
Papa had brought me a surprise like 
he used to do." 

She saw the disappointment in my 
eyes and took me in her arms. "I hoped 
Papa would change before you found 
out." she said, then added. "My dear 
Sonja. pray for your Papa. He is not 
the same Papa that brought us here. 
He turned to gambling thinking he 
could make more money. But he didn't 
make more: instead he has lost all the 
money he had saved. Now he is spend­
ing what he makes for drink. But I 
must not trouble my daughter with 
these problems. It's just that my fam­
ily is so far away. and they cannot 
come to help me. Nor do I have an 
understanding friend to talk with me." 

"Mama, you do have a Friend. Have 
you forgotten what the church people 
said? Jesus will be your Friend, Mama. 
I'm sure He will be a Friend to anyone. 
Let's ask Him to be our Friend." I 
suggested . 

That night I prayed the best I knew 
how for Mama. I'm sure it wasn't a 
great prayer but God must have heard 
it. The next Sunday Mama caught the 
Sunday school bus and rode to Sun­
day school with Ernie and me. 

The following Sunday she did the 
same. After going a few Sundays she 
asked the pastor and his wife to pray 
with her. They instructed Mama how 
to be saved. She yielded and became a 
new person and found a new Friend 
that day. She also got a new family: the 
church people became our new cous­
ins, uncles and aunts. 

Papa became worse than ever. 
However, instead of Mama spending 
her evenings crying, she began to read 
her Bible and pray. Soon she was 
reading Bible stories to Ernie and me. 
After we learned some songs, we sang 
together in the evenings, and when I 
would come home from school I would 
find Mama singing as she did her work 
around our little house. which had 
seemed so big to me when we first 
moved in. Ernie noticed the change in 
Mama. "Does your Friend make you 
happier than the new dresses Papa 
brought you?" he asked one evening. 



Choosing God's Way 

Exodus 2:1-10 
1 /\ncl tll!'r(' wcnl a man of lhe 

house of Ll'\ i. nne! look lo wife a 
clau,gltkr ol Ll'vi. 
2 i\nd llw woman conceived. and 

bnrC' a son: and wlwn she saw him 
tllat lw was a l.!oodly child. she hid 
him thn·e month!'. 
3 ,\nd wlwn '-'Ill' rould nol longer 

hiclt hun. sill' tonk for him an ark of 
bulntslws . •  1nd daubed il \\'ith slime 
ancl \\'ilh pitch . and put the child 
tlwrl'in: and sill· laid ll in lhe nags by 
tlw n\'l·r·s brink. 
4 t\nd l11s . ister -;tood afar otT. lo 

wit what wou lcl lw clone lo him. 
5 :\ncl till' ci;Ht.�hlcr of Phar<:wh 

canw ci;1wn to wash herself al lhc 
river: and her maidens walked alonp; 
bv till' river's side : and when she 
saw Lite ark 'll110ng lhe nags. she 
'-'Cnt lwr mnid to felch il. 
6 .\ncl wht'n ;.;he had opened il. 

she saw the c·hild: and. behold. lhe 
babe wept. :\ncl she hnd compassion 
on him. and said. This is one of the 
llebrews' children. 
7 Tlwn said his si!'ter lo Pharaoh's 

dau�hter. Shall I go and call to thee 
a nurst• ol the llebrcw women. thal 
she may nurs(' the child for thee? 
8 /\ncl Pharaoh's daup;hler said lo 

her. Go. 1\nd llll' maid went and 
called the C'hilcl's mother. 

9 i\nd Pharnoh's daughter said 
unto her. Takl' this child away. and 
nurse' it for nw. ancl I will g;ive thee 
thy ,,.ages. 1\ncl ti H' woman took the 
child. and nursed il. 
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10 And the child grew. and she 
broup;ht him unto Pharaoh's daugh­

ter. and he became her son. And she 
called his name Moses: and she 
said. Because I drew him out of lhe 
\\'ater. 

Hebrews 1 1 :23-24 
23 By faith l\1oses. when he was 
born. was hid thr-ct• months of his 
parents. because they saw he was a 
propt•rrllild: ami thl'y were 110t afraid 

of l!Je kill/.(S ('Ollllll<lllcllllelll. 
24 By failh Moses. when he was 

rome to yt'ars. rl'!'usccl lo be callecl 
the SOil or Pharaoh's daup;hlcr: 

The Me_ssage: Every person is re­
sponsible for the path they choose. 
Those who_f.�.:gm childhood have 
been tau�the right way are 
respon�il>le to live in this right 
way. 

Questions: 
I .  What kind ol child was Moses? 

2 What clicl his mother do wilh him 
for three months? 

3. Whal did his lllotiler pul Moses 
rn? 

4. Whowatl'iJCd the baby among the 
nags by lhc river's brink? 

5. Whal did Pharaoh's daup;hter do 
when slw saw the ark? 

6. When the babe wepl. how did 
Pharaoh's daughter feel? 

7. Who nursed and cared for baby 
Moses? 

8. \Vhydicl Pharaoh'sdmrghlername 
him Moses? 

9. What clicl l'vloscc.; refuse lo be 
call eel? 

Verse to Memorize 

. .. Therefore choose life. that 
both thou and thy seed may 
live. 

Deuteronomy 30:19. 



Let's 
Talk 

God has a way of preserving those 
whom He desires to use. Pharaoh had 
ordered all the newborn Hebrew boys 
to be thrown into the river. Yet . by 
Divine Providence. his own daughter 
adopted the Hebrew boy Moses. who 
was to be the deliverer of God's people. 
Although the princess of Egypt 
claimed Moses as her child. he was 
cared for by his mother in his early 
years. She was a woman of God and 
taught Moses in the way of righteous­
ness 

Moses was taken to live in the 
palace with Pharaoh's daughter when 
he was a little older. He. no doubt. 
was educated and trained by some of 
the greatest tutors in Egypt. How­
ever. this did not cause him to forget 
his training to love God and God's 
people. 

When he became an adult. he had 
a choice to make. He. being the son of 
Pharaoh''5 daughter. could have had 
many riches. land. servants and a1 1 
that king's children inherit. He may 
have had a chance to be a future 
Pharaoh in Egypt. However. he re­
fused all this to be one of the people of 
God, although he knew he would 
have to suffer with them. He left Egypt 
and all its beautiful treasures which 
he could see. He left these things 
because of his love for his people and 
the eternal treasures of heaven. 

Moses made the right choice. and 
God used him in a mighty way to 
deliver His people from Egypt. 

Many of you are being raised in 
Christian homes by godly parents. 
yet there are choices you must make. 
Those of you who are attending pub-

lie schools can accept the challenge 
to be like Moses. Egypt is a type of sin, 
and Moses' formal training r::une from 
Egypt. yet he still chose Goers way. 
Most of the textbooks and literature 
you read were written by ungodly 
people and may be subtly training 
you that many ungodly things are 
right. Many of the students. teachers 
and activities are contrary to the Word 
of God. However. just as the Lord was 
with Moses and kept him. He can 
keep you if you will hold fast to the 
sound instruction that is being laugh t 
to you by your parents. ministers and 
Sundav school teachers. 

Th�se of you who are attendinp; 
Christian schools have a wonderful 
opportunity to be enriched with god­
liness throughout your educational 
experience. You also have many 
choices to make. for the devil is work­
ing hard to deceive you where you 
are. 

And someday you will graduate 
and be on your own. What choices 
will you make then? 

It is very sad that some of the 
saint's children. who were so richly 
blessed to be taught to fear the Lord . 
have chosen the road of sin . ��h r" 
often get into trouble and cause m .... ...:h 
sorrow to themselves and their fami­
lies. 

Moses esteemed the reproaches 
of Christ greater riches than all the 
treasures in Egypt. In other words. 
young people, the trials and persecu­
tions of being a Christian are better 
than all the fun and glamour that sin 
has to offer. Most of the time it is also 
less suffering. for sin brings much 
suffering in later years. Someday the 
world and all its attractions will per­
ish. but the true riches of Christ will 
last and last. 

Every day you are faced with little 
choices. As you grow older you will be 
making many important choices. but 
the greatest of alJ choices you will 
make in life is whether you will serve 
the Lord. -Altina Cox 
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"Yes. Ernie. my Friend means more 
to me than 1 0 . 000 dresses . .. Mama 
answered. 

The new change in Mama seemed 
only to anger Papa. He became violent 
with his temper. He would throw dishes 
or anything in sight. One evening. as I 
sat quietly playing with my doll .  Julia. 
Papa came in the front door in a rage, 
cursing like I had never heard him. He 
started towards m e .  " M ama ! '' I 
screamed running over to her. Papa 
picked up Julia and flung her across 
the r:oom, knocking over Mama's white 
vase. Then, still cursing. he went to 
the closet and taking his gun headed 
out the door. I was so frightened! 

"You must not be angry with your 
Papa. " Mama said as she tried to calm 
me. "We must go to our Friend. chil­
dren,'' she said. taking Ernie and me 
into the bedroom to pray. \Ve knelt 
and prayed for Papa not to hurt him­
self nor anyone else with the gun. 
Soon Jesus brought a peace and qui­
etness over us. I will never forget that 
night as long as I live. 

Mrs. Watson. the owner of the 
ranch where Papa worked. lived in a 
big house on the other side of the 
property. Her housekeeper was retir­
ing and she asked Mama to come and 
work for her. This was an answer to 
prayer. During the day. while my 
brother and I attended school. she 
would work for Mrs. Watson. 

Mrs. Watson did not care much for 
children. At first we had to stay out­
side until Mama had finished her work 
and could walk home with us. After a 
while, however. she allowed us to sit in 
the family room and wait. Somehow, 
Ernie and I won our way into her 
heart. After that she often had a snack 
for us when we arrived after school. 
Sometimes it was something special 
that she knew Mama could never buy 
for us. "I don't think I'd mind having a 
couple of children like you:· she told 
us one day. Our Friend Jesus had 
given us another good friend. 

Mrs. Watson paid Mama in cash 
only once. but Papa took it for drink. 
Mama told her about it so after that 
she bought clothes. food or other things 
we needed with the money she would 
have paid Mama. 

'Tm very sorry about what has 
come of Ernesto:· she told Mama one 
day. "He used to be one of the best 
workers we had . but now . . .. And to 
think of the beautiful wife and chil­
dren he is mistreating. What a shame! 
What a rascal he is. Have you ever 
considered leaving him. Aurora?" she 
asked. 

"No. Ma'am. I still love Ernesto. He 
is the father of my children. It just 
seems his love for money turned him 
toward evil. Mrs. Watson. it is hard 
sometimes not to get bitter. but I have 
found a Friend who gives me grace to 
bear it all ," Mama explained. 

Mrs. Watson was a very wealthy 
and educated woman. She felt religion 
was for the poor and unlearned. "Well 
Aurora. I'm glad that you have found 
something to keep you going. But 
should you ever consider divorcing 
Ernesto. I'll be glad to help you get an 
attorney. I'm sure you and the chil­
dren could have a better life if you 
would." 

I loved to hear Mama sing about 
heaven. She sang "How Beautiful 
Heaven Must Be," day after day. She 
began to say very often something 
like this, "Children. someday you may 
be separated from Mama , but it won't 
be for long." Each time she would talk 
to us about heaven. ncr face seemed 
to almost glow and she smiled the 
most beautiful smile. 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Answers: 1 .  A goodly child. 2. She hid 
him. 3. An ark. 4. His sister. 5. She 
sent her maid to fetch it. 6. She had 
compassion on him. 7. His mother. 
8. Because she had drawn him out of 
the water. 9. The son of Pharaoh's 
daughter.) 
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A Friend Called J'esus 
(Continued from last week.) 

So,Ya Cruz, her parents and 
brother, Ernie, moved from Venezuela 
to the United States where Papa found 
ajob with good pay. Atfzrst it seemed 
that money could buy everything they 
needed to make them happy. But Papa 
became so intent on making more 
money that he began spending his 
evenings gambling. "When he lost all 
his savings he tried to forget his 
troubles by drinking. Withoutfriends 
or family to tum to Mama found Jesus 
as her Friend. She would often tell 
Sonja and Ernie that someday she 
would have to leave them. 

But I would always say, "Oh, 
Mama, you will always be with us. We 
couldn't get 

'
along without you." 

"No, my sweet ones, Mama must 
leave someday, but remember my 
Friend. He will never leave you nor 
forsake you." Mama spent the greater 
portion ofthe summer telling us about 
faith in God, His promises and what 
a wonderful Father we had in heaven. 
I had hoped the day would never 
come, but alas , one winter day while 
we were at school Papa insisted that 
Mama ride into town with him. They 
borrowed one of the vehicles from the 
farm. Mama shopped while in town, 
but Papa drank. On the return trip, 
Papa hit a bridge. He never returned 

home. Mama was in very critical con­
dition, but she was conscious. She 
asked to be brought home. 

It was early in the afternoon, about 
an hour before school would be dis­
missed, when Mrs. Watson picked 
Ernie and me up. I knew something 
was wrong. She had never come to 
our school before. "Is it Mama?" I 
asked her as I climbed into the car. 

"Yes, dear, she is very sick." 
"Is Papa with her?" 
"No, dear," was all she answered. 

It looked like Mrs . Watson had been 
weeping. 

o When we arrived at the little cot­
tage, some of the church people were 
there. The pastor's wife 1net Ernie 
and me at the car. She led us in to see 
Mother. "She's been asking about 
you ," the pastor told us. 

I tried to be polite and not push 
others aside to get to Mama, but I 
guess I did for I just had to see her, 
and yet I was afraid. She might be 
battered by Papa or maybe even shot 
by his big gun. When I finally got 
through the crowd and to her bed­
side, I said in a soft quivering voice, 
"Mama, it's me."  

In a very weak voice she asked, 
"And Ernie?" 

'Tm here, Mama," he said, inch­
ing to her side. 

"How is she?" questioned Mrs. 
Watson. 



Answering The 
Call Of God 

I Samuel 3: 1 - 1 3, 15-20 

1 . . . . Samuel ministered unto the 
LORD before Eli. . . .  
2 . . .  when Eli was laid down i n  his 

place . . .  . 
3 And ere the l<1mp of God went out 

in the temple 0f the LORD . . . .  and 
Samuel was laid down lo sleep: 

4 That the LORD called Samuel: 
and he answered. Here am I .  
5 And h e  ran unto Eli. and said. 

Here am I: for thou calledst me. And 
he said. I called not: lie down again. 
And he went and lay down. 
6 And the LORD called yet again. 

Samuel. And Samuel arose and went 
to Eli. and said. I !ere am 1: for thou 
diclst call me. And he answered. 1 
calkd nol. my son: lie down ar�ain. 
7 \!ow Sam1 1el did not yet know the 

LORD. IWilhcr was the word of the 
LORD yet re,·ealed unto him. 
8 ,\nd the LORD called Samuel 

aga111 lhe third lime. And he arose 
and went to Eli.  and said. Here am 1 :  
for thou clidst call me. And Eli  pcr­
cciv<'d t ! Jut the LORD had called the 
child. 

9 Therefore Eli said u n to Samuel. 
Go. lie clown: and it shall be. if he call 
thee. that thou shall say. Speak. 
LORD: for thy servant hearcth. So 
Samuel '''<'nl and lay down in his 
place. 
10 And the LORD came. and stood. 
and called as al oLher limes. Samuel. 
Samuel. Then Samuel answered. 
Speak: for l11y servant heareth. 

2 

1 1  And the LORD said to Samuel. . . .  
1 2  . . . ! will perform against Eli all 
things which I have spoken concern­
ing his house: . . .  
1 3  . . .  because his sons made them­
selves vile. and he restrained them 
not. 
15 And Samuel lay until the morn­
ing. and opened the doors of the 
house of the LORD. And Samuel feared 
to shew Eli the vision. 
16 Then Eli called Samuel. and 

said . . .  . 
17 . . . . What is the thing that the 

LORD hath said unto thee? . . .  
18 And Samuel. . .  hid nothing from 
him . . . .  
1 9  And Samuel grew. and the LORD 

was with him . . . .  
20 And all lsrael. . .  knew that Samuel 
was established to be a prophet orthe 
LORD. 
The Messa2e: God is callin2 today 
for the youn2 as well as the old to 
do service for Him. 
Questions: 
I .  What child ministered before the 

Lord? 
2. Who called Samuel in the night? 
3. Who did Samuel think had called 

him? 
4. What were the first words Samuel 

spoke to the Lord? 
5. Who had not restrained his sons 

f�om being evil? 
6. How did Samuel feel about giving 

Eli God·s message? 
7. As Samuel grew. who was with 

him? 
8. What did all Israel know about 

Samuel? 

Verse to Memorize 

Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me. 

Revelations 3:20. 



Let's ' ,. . 

Talk. • • 

As we study today's lesson. I want 
you to imagine what it was like for 
Samuel to serve in the temple. He was 
very young when he came to live with 
Eli . the high priest. Eli was blind ; he 
could hardly tell light from darkness. 
Samuel was to open the temple each 
morning and see that oil was always 
in the lamps in the temple, for the 
lamps were to always be burning. 
Aside from these daily jobs, perhaps 
he did only little things like bringing 
things to Eli or running simple er­
rands. Whatever he was asked to do. 
Samuel did it  so gladly and with so 
much dedication that the Bible says, 
"he ministered before the Lord ."  To 
minister means to serve or to be a 
servant. 

As Samuel grew. he was in favor 
with God and man. The Lord was very 
pleased with the love and respect 
Samuel had for Him. No doubt Samuel 
enjoyed learning about God and the 
mighty deeds He had done for Israel. 
He probably learned about wicked 
men like Cain and Esau and dec-ided 
that he never wanted to be like them. 
He wanted to be like Moses or Joshua. 
He also wanted to give all his life to 
work for the Lord. 

When Samuel was about twelve 
years old , God began speaking to 
him. This very first prophecy which 
God gave to him was a sad one. While 
Samuel was lying down he heard 
someone call his name. He thought it 
was Eli and ran to him again and 
again.  until Eli instructed him that i t  
was the Lord speaking and told him 
how to answer. The Lord told Samuel 
that Eli would be removed from priest-

hood because he had not restrained 
his sons from being vile. 

The next morning Samuel was 
afraid to tell Eli the message. but Eli 
insisted so he told it all .  The prophecy 
came to pass . just as God said.  

From that time on God began to 
tell Samuel many things and Samuel 
would tell it to God's people. Samuel 
became one of the greatest prophets 
who ever lived . Everything he said 
came to pass (happened) . Samuel 
was respected greatly because of this . 
Do you think Samuel became great 
because he was a special child from 
the beginning? Although he was spe­
cial. his greatness came from loving 
God with all his heart and being an 
eager. ready servant doing God's work 
wherever he could . Samuel's life of 
service started with carrying glasses 
of water. opening and closing doors 
and windows of the tabernacle.  and 
keeping the lamps burning. As he 
was faithful in the simple things. God 
gave him more complex or greater 
things to do. You can also be great in 
the sight of God if you humble your 
heart as the child Samuel did and 
serve God in the little ways. 

Can you think of ways that you 
can serve God right now? WhatevL .  
you do for God , d o  it  with all your 
might. Who knows, maybe someday 
God will use you as he did Samuel. 
Remember: "Little becomes much 
when you place it  in the Master's 
hand . "  

If  you're not saved and serving the 
Lord. He is calling for you today. 
Listen carefully to that voice inside 
you telling you that it  is time to an­
swer God's call .  If you are serving the 
Lord. seek to know His voice better so 
that when He calls . you can heed the 
call.  Be like Samuel and say. "Here 
am I . "  -AI tina Cox 

(Answers: 1. Samuel. 2. The Lord. 
3. Eli .  4. "Speak for thy servant 
heareth". 5. Eli. 6. Afraid .  7. The 
Lord. 8. That he was established to 

_he a utl. ·�u: of God.l 
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A lady in while whom I suspected 
to be a nu rse answered. "She's very 
low ,  but apparenlly not in much pain. 
Her only anxiety is her children. She 
is constantly asking. '\Vho will take 
care of the children?"' 

At that moment I understood why 
mother had talked so often to Ernie 
and me about being separated from 
her. It had been a heavy burden to 
Mama all summer. She had no family 
in America, and she didn't want us to 
be orphans or street children. She 
must have known that something 
was going to happen to her. Maybe 
because she felt heaven so near she 
was sure she would soon be going 
there. l looked again at her face. It  
was while and lifeless but peaceful in 
this trying hour. I could almost hear 
her words again. "My sweet one. Mama 
must leave someday but remember 
my Friend. He w�l never leave you or 
forsake you ." 

Mrs. Watson walked lo the bed­
side. "Aurora. can you hear me?" she 
asked. touching Mama's hand. 'Tl l 
take care of your children," she told 
Mama. I saw tears trickling down 
Mama's cheek as she gave a small 
sigh of relief. She then turned to me 
and in low whispers said. "Sonja.  be 
brave and strong- take care-of 
Ernie-I'll miss you . but Mama must­
must-go and see her Friend-! love 
you-remember Mama's Friend-you 
too, Ernie. " 

"Oh, Mama. Mama, I love you." I 
cried. Mama closed her eyes. I kissed 
her. and then lay on the bed beside 
her sobbing. The pastor's wife look 
me away and held me Ugh t. Ernie 
clung to me and she held him too. 
Then we cried until we could cry no 
more. 

Mrs. ·watson packed our things 
and took Ernie and me to her big 
house. The pastor and his wife spent 
the evening with us. They read us a 
verse which says. "When my father 

and mother forsake me. then the Lord 
will take me up." 

"This is talking abo u t  yo u r  
mother's Friend." the pastor told me. 

Mrs. \:Vatson and the church gave 
my parents a graveside service. They 
asked me if I had a request about the 
funeral. "Just sing about Mama's 
Friend .

.. 
I said. 

And that is when I first ,..f•member 
hearing the song. "\¥hal 1 iencl." I 
don't remember feeling sad when they 
sang that day because I looked up 
into the sky and it seen1cd I could sec 
Mama talking with her r�riend. 

The first night at Mrs. \Vatson's 
was so hard. I kept waking up and 
thinking it was lime to go home. (I 
sometimes took a nap while waiting 
for Mother to finish working.) Then I 
would remember I would never again 
go home with Mama. 

Mrs. Watson was a good lady and 
began right away to make great plans 
for us. She bought us clothes. shoes 
and toys that I didn't know existed. 
She look us to a beautiful furniture 
store and we each picked out a bed-

. room suite for ourselves. Mine was a 
white French provincial. I t  is still in 
my room at Mrs. Watson's house. She 
brought us home new books very 
often. On our birthdays we each re­
ceived a new bicycle. 

Although Mrs. \Vatson was kind 
and did all she knew to help us forget 
our grief and the past. it was hard for 
Ernie and me to stay away from those 
li llle collages near the back of her 
property. I liked to walk down the 
lane and pretend that Mama was 
waB{ing beside me. I relived the con­
versations we had about her Friend. 
She had told me so many things He 
had done for her. Sometimes I felt so 
happy and as if I was not alone. At 
these limes I wondered if Mama's 
Friend was walking with me. 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Look for answers on page 3.) 
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A Friend Called Jesus 

(Continued from last week.) 

When Sonja and her family moved 
to the United States her Papa was 
thrilled to find a job making good 
wages. At first he was happy to buy 
his family the things they needed but 
then he began gambling to make more 
money. When this failed he turned to 
drinking. Jesus became Mama's 
Friend in her great troubles. She 
seemed to know she would soon go to 
heaven to be with her Friend and told 
the children so. After her death Mrs. 
Watson, Papa's employer, took Sonja 
and Ernie to live with her. 

Ernie liked to climb the tree that 
shaded the little house where we used 
to live with Papa and Mama. He had 
a pet squirrel that had her nest there 
so he would go back and feed her. 

Soon another family moved into 
the house and the children fright­
ened the squirrel away . Ernie built a 
trap and one night the squirrel came 
back and walked into the trap. Ernie 
carried it to Mrs. Watson"s and turned 
the squirrel loose in her yard. She 
didn't mind a bit. Anything that made 
Ernie happy was fine with her-that 
is, except going down to the cottages . 
.. You must remember that you are not 
farm laborers anymore:· she told us. 
She also said she didn't think we 

needed to catch the Sunday school 
bus anymore. BufErnie and I begged 
her to please let us continue going. 
She did, although it was against her 
will and also her pride . .. If you must 
go to church. you could at least go to 
the big one uptown," she would say. 

The following year after Papa and 
Mama died. Mrs. Watson sent Ernie 
and me to two of the finest boarding 
schools in America. Ernie and I 
thought we could not bear being sepa­
rated from one another. but Mrs. 
Watson felt it would be best for Ernie 
to go to a school for only boys and me 
to one for only girls. I was sent to 
Northern California to The Academy 
of Cultural Arts. and Ernie was sent 
to a pre-engineering school in central 
Utah. 

I was schooled in forei�n languages 
and cultural arts. besides regular 
classes. Ernie also learned foreign 
languages and took many advanced 
classes in math and science. 

Mrs. Watson corresponded with 
both of us weekly by mail or phone. 
Ernie and I had our own private room 
and telephone so we called each other 
weekly and often even bi-weekly. 

When we were at her home. we 
always went to the little church where 
we'd gone with Mama. The church 
people were our very best earthly 
friends although we did not get to be 



God Provides For 
The Disabled 

II Samuel 9: 1 ,  3, 5-8, 1 3  

1 A11d David said. Is tl ll'n' \'l't anv 
that is kfl of the lwu�c of Sa; l l .  th;t 
I may shew h i m  k i n d ncs� for 
Jonathan's <;akt''? 
3 . . .  i\ml /iba �a1cl unto the ki ng. 

Jonalh� 1 Lath ) t' t a sm1 .  \\'hich is 
lame on Ins feL ,  
5 When kin!.! Da\'lcl st•nl. and 

l'clchnl hi 111 • . .  

, 

6 Now when !\It plul >oshl'lh . . . .  was 
come t l l l l o  David IH· fdl 011  his face. 
and did revere nee . . . 
7 And Dil\'icl said Ll lllO hnn. Fear 

not: for I \\ 1ll  sL::-d�· sh\'w lht•t• ki nd­
ness lor JonJthan lll\' fa llll'r's sake. 
and \\Ill reston· thcl'- all llw land of 
Snul thy 1�1tl1er: ;uJcl thou shal l cal 
bread at 111y tubll' conlim1nllv. 
8 ,\nd ht: lJo\\'t•cl llimsdL a1;d ::;aid. 

What 1s t i l) :->t'IYan l .  that thou 
shoukkst looK upon such a dead 
clop, as I am? 
1 3  So :\l l' p h 1 bosh\' t h  d w e l l  i n  

Jerusakm: for lw did l'<ll co1 1tinuallv 
a t  llw king's tablt•: ,llld was lame o� 
both his fcL'l. 

Exodus 4: 10- 1 6  

10 i\ncl :\loses s<tid unto the LORD. 
0 my Lord. I am not l'loqul'nt . . . . bul 
I am slrnv of spl'l:ciL ancl < f a ::;low 
lonttue. 
1 1  t\nd the LORD <;aid unto him. 
Who hath mach· man's mouth? or 
who makelh ll1l' dumb or deaf. or 
the sceinl!;. or the blind? have not I 
the LORD? 

2 

12 Now llwrcfort' go. and I will be 
with thy mouth. and teach thee what 
thou shall say. 
1 3  And he sa1d. 0 my Lord. send. I 
pray tlwc. b\ lhe hand of him whom 
thou will sene!. 
14 And tlw anger of the LORD was 
kindled against \loses. and lw said. 
Is not 1\aron the Le,·ite thv brother? 
I know that he can speak

-
wl'll .  . . .  

1 5  :\ncl thou shalt speal< unto him. 
and put \\'orcls in his mouth: and I 
will be with llly mouth. and \\'ilh his 
11101 1 t h .  and will teach you what vc 
shall clo. 

- · 

1 6  t\nd lit• shall be thy spok!'sman 
unto tlw pl'ople: and lw shall be. 
('\·en lw shall be to llll'e instead of a 
mouth. ami thou shalt be to him 
instead of (�or! 
The Me_$_sagc: God has not fo_rgot­
te.J1 t:hqse_ who are djsabled and He 
d_e_�ire_s that we show S.P�Gial kind­
ne_s_llq them. 

. --

Questions: 
I Who \\'as :\lt'phiboshetl!? 

2. \Vh;1 t  c!Isabilitv clicl he ha\'1·'/ 
:� .  \\'h;1t did Da\'ld \\'ant lo show lo 

sonH'OIII' of Saul s familv? 
•I. \Vh;1t \\·onlschd :\lt'phiho�lwth use 

to cll'scrilw himselt? 
5. I low did David sl1ow kincln<:ss to 

him? 
G. \\'hal clisabilitv did :Vlost·s have? 
7. \Vho is t h e  Cr�ator of the deaf. 

dumb nncl blind? 
8. I low did \.ocl provide for jl..loses· 

disability? 
9. Does God w·anl us to love and help 

the clisablccl? 

Verse to Memorize 

We then that are strong ought 
to bear the infirmities of the 
weak. and not to please our­
selves. 

Romans 15: 1.  



Let's 
Talk 

God is love. so H e  has a divine 
care and concern about every one of 
His creation. \Vhen He finished cre­
ating the world and man, He beheld 
His creation and saw that it was very 
good. However. after the fall of Adam. 
much sorrow. disease. affliction and 
abnormalities resulted. 

Some people are born with vari­
ous disabilities or handicaps. Others 
acquire them through accidents or 
disease. However the impairments 
may have occurred. God has not 
forgotten them. and He desires that 
His love be manifested to those with 
impairments through us. 

M ep h i b o sh eth .  t h e  s o n  o f  
Jonathan, was born healthy. but at 
the early age of five he was acciden­
tally dropped and crippled in both of 
his feet. This was a tragedy for a little 
boy at the active age of five. No longer 
could he run. jump and chase bugs 
or frogs like the other boys. His handi­
cap may also have limited him in his 
occupation. His disability seemed to 
cause him to have an inferior feeling 
for he referred to himsel f  as a "dead 
dog. " 

One poet says that God can turn 
what may seem to harm us into ever­
lasting joy. This is what He did for 
M ephibosheth. The family of Saul 
were warriors. Sau l .  who was 
Mephibosheth's grandfa ther .  and 
Jonathan. his father. were killed in 
battle when he was five years old. He 
might also have become a soldier and 
been killed had he been able. Instead 
of that, he inherited Saul's land and 
servants to till his ground. He was 

also given the privilege to eat at 
David's table continually. 

A Chinese legend tells of a man 
who had an only son who fell off a 
horse and became a cripple. The 
father was distraught, but someone 
told him to wait and see what would 
becon1e of the incident. Years later, 
all the other young men went away to 
war. None returned. This man's 
crippled son was saved. He was 
thankful after all. 

Moses had a speech impediment. 
yet God used him greatly. God told 
Moses that He had created him and 
all others who have disabilities. God 
also provided Aaron to be Moses' 
spokesman. 

\Ve may not know why God allows 
some to have impairments. whether 
physical or mental. but we know He 
is a God of all wisdom .  power and 
might and He is worthy to be trusted. 
He is the potter and we are the clay. 
"Shall the thing formed say to Him 
that formed it .  why hast thou made 
me thus?" It is better to trust G od 
than to question why He allows some 
things. 

We know that God has power to 
heal all manner of sickness anc! ci i 
ease. if He chooses to. So insteaa of 
wondering why some are disabled ,  
let us do all w e  can t o  make l ife a little 
easier and happier for them. Our 
nation has provided schools and cen­
ters for the handicapped. There are 
also designated parking spaces and 
grocery lines to assist them. Respect 
this. and if you see someone in a 
wheelchair. with crutches or a cane. 
open the door for them. Read a story 
to someone who is blind. or share a 
table game with a friend who is un­
able to walk. Always be courteous by 
not staring at those whose physical 
bodies or mental skills have not de­
veloped as yours. Remember they 
are also the children of God and H e  
wants you to show extra kindness to 
them. -Altina Cox 
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with them much as Mrs . Watson 
wanted us in company with a higher 
society. Many of the church people 
did. however. write to us and call 
whenever they could afford the long 
distance calls. I often wished that one 
of t hem had spoken for us before Mrs. 
Watson, nevertheless. I was grateful. 
There were times when we felt very 
lonely. We soon learned that going in 
prayer to Jesus look the sharp edge 
off the loneliness. This is when we 
understood why Mama loved her 
Friend and called Him her best Friend. 
Mother had said she would rather 
have Him as her Friend than 10,000 
new dresses. 

The second year I was at the board­
ing school I had a young teacher 
named Anna. She was also the coun­
selor. One evening I was especially 
lonely and almost feeling bitter be­
cause Papa had abused us so and 
then by his drunk driving had killed 
Mama. whom I loved so dearly. I went 
crying to Anna and told her all about 
it . 

When I had finally calmed down a 
bit she said. "Every heart has its own 
sorrow. You have this sorrow: others 
have both parents but neither parent 
cares to see them. Other students 
have severe drug problems as you 
probably know. 

"Sonja. would you like to hear my 
story?" 

I said, "Oh. yes!" 
She began. "My mother died when 

I was only four years old. After that 
father hired a cruel, heartless maid to 
care for me. When I would show Fa­
ther the marks on my body from 
being beaten. the maid would say I 
had fallen while riding my bicycle. or 
from a tree (for I loved to climb). 
Father would punish me because he 
thought I was lying. so I learned to not 
tell him about how the maid was 
treating me. 

"When I was ten years old Father 
died suddenly. All of his money was to 
be mine but his sister was to take care 
of it and me until I was eighteen. My 
aunt did take care of his money but 
did not want to be bothered with me. 
I was sent to boarding schools. the 
least expensive ones she could find. 

"Finally she pretended that I was 
a poor orphan and had me :'ut in an 
orphanage. The home w< • ..; run by 
faith and at times we had very little to 
eat: sometimes only a dish of oatmeal 
twice a day. I wore patched clothes 
and sometimes had no shoes. but the 
people loved me and taught me to 
trust in Jesus . I loved living there 
more than any place I had lived since 
Mother died. 

"I stayed there until I was old 
enough to get a job. My first job was 
in a shirt factory. There I worked for 
two years. I had learned at the or­
phanage how to do without so I saved 
all my money until I had enough to 
get into a teacher's training center. I 
studied at that school four years. 
working at part-lime jobs to earn the 
extra money I needed. 

"Sonja. I live in the dormitories 
like one of the students because I do 
not earn enough to rent an apart­
ment. I took this counseling job in the 
evenings. It helps me pay room and 
board. I'm saving my money to some­
day have an orphanage of my own. I 
do so want to help abused children. "  

"Did you ever get any o f  your 
father's money?" I asked. 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Answers: 1 .  J onathan's son. 
2. He was lame in both feet. 
3. Kindness. 4. "Thy servant. a 
dead dog." 5. He gave Saul's land 
to him and the privilege to eat at 
king David's table every day. 6. A 
slow tongue. 7. God. 8. God let 
Aaron speak for Moses. 9. Yes.) 
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A Friend Called Jesus 

(Continued from last week.) 

Sonja and her family moved to the 
United States so her Papa could find 
work. He became so obsessed with 
making money he soon turned to gam­
bling. His losses drove him to drink­
ing. He was drunk when he ran into a 
bridge killing himself and her Mama. 
Mrs. Watson took Sorya and Ernie as 
her own children and sent them to the 
very best schools. Overwhelmed by 
grief, Sonja told Anna her sorrow. In 
tum Anna told how she was left an 
orphan. Her aunt managed to cheat 
her out of her inheritance. 

"Did you ever get any of your 
father's money?" I asked. 

"I never expect to." Anna answered.  
"My aunt is shrewd and had the pa­
pers changed and everything arranged 
so that I would need thousands or 
maybe a million dollars to prove that 
I am the rightful heir. There are some 
things in one's life that one must 
forget.  

. 

"Always remember. Sonja. that 
'every heart has its own sorrow·. You 
have yours. I have mine and each 
student has theirs that we know noth­
ing about." 

Miss Anna probably never knew 
how much her story helped me. I 

thought I had been grateful to Mrs. 
Watson, but I was much more grate­
ful after my visit with Anna. 

Ernie and I both graduated from 
high school with honors. This made 
Mrs. Watson very happy and proud of 
us. When Ernie graduated as valedic­
torian (person with the highest grades 
in his class). I was finishing my third 
year of college. I was only majoring in 
Education. but Mrs. Watson insisted 
I go to the best university. 

During this time there was much 
discussion concerning Ernie and his 
choice of a major. as to whether it  
would be aerospace engineering. 
medicine or political science. 

One day Ernie got up enough cour­
age to tell Mrs. Watson that he wanted 
to be a minister. She was shocked. "A 
what?" she exclaimed . 

"A minister . "  Ern ie repeated , 
rather low. 

''Ernesto. you must come to your 
senses ,"  she stormed. "Perhaps you 
need a rest. or maybe some more time 
to consider your fool ish notion . What 
does your sister think about this ri­
diculous idea of yours?" she asked . 

"Well . Ma'am. I believe she sup­
ports me. but maybe she should speak 
for herself,'' he suggested. 

Mrs .  Watson came the very next 
day to see me . She did not bother to 
speak her usual formal greetings. "I  
have come to discuss this wild dream 



"Little Angels" 

II Samuel 12: 13-16, 18-20, 22-23 

13 And Da\·id s<ud unto Nathan. I 
have simwd against the LORD. And 
Nathan said unto David. The LORD 
also hath put away thy sin: thou 
shalt not el i('.  
14 l lowbeit because by this deed 
thou hast givPn great occasion to 
the encmit's ol the LORD to blas­
plwmc. the child also that is born 
unto thee shall surely die. 
1 5  . . . . And the LORD struck the 
child . .  and it was \·cry sick. 
16 David Llwrclore besou�ht God 
for the child: Hnd David fasted. and 
went in. H!Hl lay all night upon the 
earth. 
18 :\nd . . .  the child died. And the 
servants ol David feared to tell him 
that Lhc child was dead: . . .  
1 9  But when David saw that his 
servants whispcred . . . .  David said 
unto his servants. Is the child dead? 
And they sa1d. I lc is dead. 
20 Then David arose from the 
earth . . . .  and camP into the house of 
t h e  LO R D .  a n d  w o rs h i p p e d :  
then . . .  hP did cat. 
22 t\nd he said. While the child was 
yet alive. I fasted and wept: for I said. 
Who can tell whether GOD will  be 
�racious Lo me. that Lhe child may 
live? 
23 Bul now he IS dead. wherefore 
should I fast? can I brin� him back 
a�ain? I shall .e:o Lo him. bul he shall 
nol return to mP. 

I Thessalonians 4 : 13-17 

13 . . . Sorrow not. even as others 
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which have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again. even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. 
15 . . .  We which are alive and re­
main unto the coming of the Lord 
shall not prevent them which arc 
asiPep. 
16 For the Lord himself shall clc­
sccncl from heaven with a shout. 
with the voice of the archan�el. and 
with the trump of God: and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first: 
17 Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up to�ether 
with them in Lhe clouds. to meet the 
Lord in Lhe air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord. 

'J'he Message: When a small child 
dies he goes to heaven. We will be 
saddened but can someday re­
unite in heaven. 

Questions: 
I .  What did f\athan prophesy to 

David? 
2. While Lhc child was sick. what did 

David do? 
3. What did David do before he ale? 
4. Since the child could nol come 

back. what did David say he would 
do? 

5. Who will God bringwilh Him when 
I Ie comes again? 

6. On Lhe last day. who will rise first? 
7. What is precious in the Lord's 

si�hl? 
8. What are the dead equal to? 

Verse to Memorize 

. . .  Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord from hence­
forth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their 
labours; and their works do fol­
low them. 

Revelation 14: 13. 



Let's 
Talk ct • • 

Death is something that young 
people your age generally do not 
have to think about. Occasionally 
however. God. in His divine provi­
dence . does choose to take a child or 
baby. Such was the case of David's 
young son. 

David had committed a sin. Be­
cause of this sin the prophet. 
Nathan, told David that his baby 
son would die. When the ehild be­
came sick. David did as many loving 
parents do: he begged the Lord to 
heal the child. David was sorry he 
had sinned and hoped that God 
would have mercy and let the child 
live. 

When the child died the servants 
were afraid to tell David as they 
were certain the news would be 
unbearable to him. However, when 
he heard that the child was dead. he 
arose and worshipped the Lord. 
David knew he would not see the 
child again here on earth. but he 
anticipated being able to see him 
again in heaven. 

There are many false religions 
which teach the christening of in­
fants. It's a form of baptism in which 
clean water is sprinkled upon the 
child. According to their church doc­
trine. baptism washes away sin. 
This ritual therefore rids the child of 
sin and is a protection should the 
child die. 

This process is erroneous and 
unnecessary. The blood of Jesus is 
sufficient to atone for infants and 
young children who have no knowl-

edge of good nor evil. James 4: 1 7 
says, lo him that knoweth to do 
good. and doeth it not. to him it is 
sin." Psalm 32 says those are blessed 
whose sins are covered. and to whom 
the Lord does not impute sin. 

God is a righteous judge and 
would not permit anyone to be pun­
ished in hell for something of which 
he has no knowledge. I John 2 : 1 2  
reads " I  write unto you. little chil­
dren. because your sins are for­
given you for his name's sake. "  

The death o f  any loved one is 
sad. but often when it is a young 
person it seems worse. It seems 
they have missed something by not 
being ·able to enjoy childhood and 
become an adult. Yet if that young 
person was ready to meet the Lord. 
they gained instead of losing. Paul 
said, "To live is Christ. but to die is 
gain."  

\Vhat have they gained? Heaven. 
where all is peace forevermore. They 
will never be hungry . sick nor 
troubled. They are in the presence 
of the Lord. the angels and a great 
many other wonderful saints. The:· 
have no more homework or chores 
to do. There is no evil there. The 
testimonies of those who have gone 
on to heaven is that it was so won­
derful there. they did not want to 
come back to this earth. 

Do you enjoy family gatherings 
or camp meetings? Isn't it great to 
see friends you haven't seen for a 
while? Remember the times you 
wished they could stay longer? Re­
member how hard it was to say 
goodbye? Think of the joyful meet­
ing when we all get to heaven. "What 
a day of rejoicing that will be , "  and 
we will never have to say good-bye. 

Stay saved and be faithful. be­
cause "heaven will surely be worth 
it all. " -AI tina Cox 

3 



your brother has. In all my days I 
have never known anyone as well 
bred as Ernesto who refuses to con­
tinue his !!ducation just so he can. 
'preach the gospel : as he calls il." 

I pa tiently waited until Mrs . 
Watson had exhausted all of her 
words. I then took her hand and with 
my sweetest lone said, "Mrs. Watson. 
you have been so kind to Ernie and 
me. You have given us more than our 
parents could ever have given us. 
Had you not taken us in, I do not 
know what would have become of us. 
You are a wonderful person whom we 
love and appreciate very much. But 
there is one longing that all of our 
studies. art. travels and material 
goods has not satisfied. You see. Mrs. 
Watson.  we remember Mama's 
Friend." 

Mrs. Watson snorted like an an­
gry bull. "I knew I should have put an 
end to you and Ernesto's correspon­
dence with that little church group," 
she said with regret. "Instead I tried 
to show you two a little kindness by 
allowing you to maintain contact with 
your friends. and just look what I get 
in return. I should have followed my 
better judgment." 

"Oh, but it was the best decision 
you could have made," I replied. "It is 
the association with the people at the 
Church of God that has caused Ernie 
and me to be the kind of students you 
have been so proud of. We would 
never have gained those grades and 
honors had it not been for the sup­
port and prayers of our church 
friends. " 

"How do you expect me to believe 
that?" she inquired angrily. 

I look a deep breath and wailed a 
long time before speaking. At last I 
said, "Consider what has become of 
the children of the ladies in your 
society. How have they fared?" At this 
remark Mrs. Watson blushed with 
embarrassment. She knew all too well 

the truth of my statement. 
There were six ladies, including 

Mrs. Watson, in her circle of close 
friends. They were all upper class and 
wealthy. However. accompanying the 
lifestyles of the rich and famous are 
often tales of woe and such was the 
case of these women. Mrs. Kincaid's 
only son was in a drug rehabilitation 
center. Mrs. Carter had two daugh­
l�rs. one of whom was ·_mdergoing 
psychiatric care for chronic depres­
sion. Mrs. Famborough's daughter 
was excelling in education. but her 
questionable conduct on campus had 
brought much embarrassment to her 
parents. Mrs. Hogon's youngest son 
had joined the Moonies, and Mrs. 
Roosevelt's two children were drain­
ing their parents' wealth by sporting 
lavish lifestyles at costly exclusive 
universities. 

I had no intentions of condemn­
ing my peers in bringing them to Mrs. 
Watson's attention. but I felt it was a 
good opportunity to testify as to what 
the Lord had kept Ernie and me from. 
Mrs. Watson sat still for a long lime, 
as if she was thinking over all the 
anxieties that her friends had suf­
fered because of their children. Fi­
nally she said. hesitantly, "Well. I 
must admit that you and Ernesto 
have never caused me a moment's 
trouble. I have raved over both of you 
since the time you first came into my 
home. Perhaps it is just a bit of self­
ishness on my part in regard to Ernie. 
I had big plans for him. just so I could 
prove something to the ladies." she 
explained. 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Answers: 1. That his child would 
die. 2. He sought the Lord and 
fasted. 3 .  He worshipped the Lord. 
4. I shall go to him. 5. Those who 
sleep (are dead) in Jesus. 6. The 
dead in Christ. 7. The death of his 
saints. 8. The angels.) 
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A Friend Called Jesus 

(Continued from last week.) 

Sorya and her family moved to the 
United States so her Papa could fmd 
work. He became so obsessed with 
making money he soon turned to gam­
bling. His losses drove him to drink­
ing. He was drunk when he ran into a 
bridge killing himself and her Mama. 
Mrs. Watson took Sorya and Ernie as 
her own children and sent them to the 
very best schools. She was furious 
when Ernie told her he wanted to be a 
minister because she was determined 
to prove to her friends that he could be 
a great success. 

I u nderstood what M rs.  Watson 
wanted to prove. The l adies in the 
society had strongly opposed her 
when she assumed l egal guard­
ianship over u s  because of our na­
tionality and family background. I 
recalled hearing numerous remarks 
that were made at that time. "Eleanor 
Watson, "  Mrs. Kincaid had asked, 
"are you out of your mind? Nothing 
will  ever become of those poor ur­
chins." 

Another of the women had said. "I 
thin k  it woul d  be fool-hearted for a 
widow to try to raise that boy. He'll 
never amount to much with that 
drunkard father he had . "  This latter 
remark had really challenged Mrs .  

Watson regarding En1ie and she had 
gone to great pains helping Ernie 
become valedictorian of his class and 
earn many other outstanding awards. 
civic honors and scholarships. 

"Mrs .  Watson ,"  I assured her. "I 
believe that you have proven to them 
that regardless of a person's race or 
backgroun d .  if given a fair chance 
and support. excellence can be at­
tained . I admire you for your courage 
to try. There are very few people of 
your status who would have done 
what you did. I give you my personal 
award as The Most Outstanding 
Woman in America. " 

Mrs .  Watson blushed again. "I 
don't suppose I could truly  take all 
the credit. for I must admit that your 
brother is almost a genius."  She 
paused for a moment and then con­
tinued . "And it just seems l ike such a 
waste of his brilliance to preach. 
Especially if he should choose to 
preach in such a small church. I-I­
I-am persuaded that with his quali­
ties he could be the next great evan­
gelist." she said .  beaming. 

I was surprised to hear Mrs. 
Watson refer to religion, as that was 
a subj ect I had never heard her d is­
cuss with any approval. I decided to 
seize the opportunity to  inquire fur­
ther. "What is your religious back­
ground?" I asked. 



The Effects Of 
Testimonies 

II Kings 5:2-14 

2 ;\nd l i H ' Syrians . . . .  brought away 
captive Ollt of till' land oflsrael a li tlle 
ma id : and she wattccl on Naaman·s 
wi fc. 
3 And s i ll· s;lid t l l l t o  lwr mistress. 

Would Cod my tl>rcl wt·n� with the 
prophet that is in Samaria ! for he 
\\'I)U)cJ 1'1 '()\'!'!' him of his leprosy. 
4 And Cll ll' . . .  told his lord . . . . Thus 

and thus s:1id llw maid that is of lhc 
land of lsrad. 
5 Ancl t h e  kttH!. of Syria sa id . 

Go . . . an el l wtll send a Idler unto the 
king or Jsr.wl. . . .  
6 t\ncl llt• brought the letter to the 

king of lsrad. say111g . . I have there­
\\ilh sent :\aaman my servant to 
lhce. Lhal thou maycst recover him 
of his lepro�y 

. 

7 . . .  \\'ht'll tl I' king or Israel had 
read the kLtt·r . . . .  he . . . saicl. Am I God. 
to kill and to make ;t l ivc·. that this 
man doth st'ncl unto n w to recover a 
man of his leprosy'J . . .  
8 . . . Elisha the man or God . . . sent 

to the kin!.!. sayu1g . . .  ld h im come 
now to nH: . and he sl tall know that 
there is a prophet in lsrat'l. 

9 So Naalllan cc.urw . . .  <md stood at 
the dc·or or tilt' houst' of Elisha. 
10 :\nd Elisll:t sl'tll a IIH;ssengcr 
unto him . sayuH! Go ancl wash i n  
Jordan �e\·Pn linll':-;. ,md thv 11e'>h 
shall conH· m?;ain to tllct·.  an

·
cl thou 

shalt bl' ch-an. 
1 1  Sut l\d<tlll<1Il \\'c.ls wroth . . . .  and 
said. Beholcl. J tllou!!ht. l IL' wil l surely 
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come out to me . . . .  and call on the 
name of the LORD . . . and recover the 
leper. 
12 . . .  So he turned ancl went away in 
a rag:e. 
1 3  And hts servants . . .  said. My fa­
ther. if the prophet had bid thee do 
some great thing. woulclcst thou not 
have done it'? how much rather then. 
when he saith to thee. Wash. and be 
rkan? 
14 Then \\Tnt he down . and dipped 
himself scvt'n times in Jordan . . .  and 
his 11esh c'<tlllt' again like unto the 
flesh or a l i ttle child. and he was 
clean. 

The Message: A te�timony declar­
ing the goodness of God has an 
�ncoura�ing, chall�nging effect on 
others. 

Questions: 
I .  What was the common disease 

back Ill Btblt limes? 
2. Who clicl the Syrians bring back 

cap tivt''! 
3. Who did she tell tl t<lt there was a 

prophet in Samana? 
l. What chcl she say this prophet 

could clo? 
5. Who sent a letter with Naarnan to 

the king of Israel? 
6. Who tolcl the ki ng to send Naaman 

to him? 
7. What w:.t'> Naaman to do to be 

hea led? 
8. Wha t nmck Naanwn angry? 
9. What happened artn he did as he 

was tole!'.' 

Verse to Memorize 

And they overcame him by 
the blood of the Lamb, and by 
the word of their testimony; 
and they loved not their lives 
unto the death. 

Revelation 1 2 : 1 1 .  



Let's 
Talk 

The word "testimony" means:  A 

public declaration of tntth regarding 
a religious experience; a witnessing 
evidence or proof. 

Our lesson today deals with the 
effect a testimony can have on others. 
A testimony is simply telling the truth 
about something you h ave experi­
enced . Everyone who is saved from 
sin h as a testimony. A testimony is a 
very important tool in telling others 
abou t  the Lord . 

Naaman was the captain of the 
army of Syria. He was a mighty man, 
very skilled in the art of battle. but he 
was sick with a disease called lep­
rosy. It was the most dreaded disease 
in those days. When people got it they 
were not allowed to live with others. 
They had to live outside the city, 
separated from their loved ones. This 
was so no one else would catch the 
disease from them. 

Naaman. his family, and the king 
of Syria were sad because Naaman 
would soon have to leave them if no 
cure was found for him. Just as i t  
seemed all hope was gone. a young 
servant girl from the l and of Israel 
spoke up with a testimony that 
changed Naaman's life forever. All 
she said was. "I wish we were in 
Samaria. for in Samaria there is a 
prophet of God who could heal my 
master of his disease. "  She gave her 
testimony so convincingly that many 
believed it .  At once Naaman was sent 
to find Elisha. the prophet of God . 
Naaman was miraculously healed and 
it all began from the testimony of a 
young girl . 

In the New Testament it tells of a 
man whom Jesus healed of leprosy 

and told him not to tell anyone about 
it .  Can you imagine being healed of 
such a terrible disease and :1ot telling 
anyone? Jesus probably said lhis be­
cause He was not seeking any earthly 
fame for healing the man. but the 
healed man couldn't keep silent .  He 
testified to everyone about the heal ­
ing and cleansing power of Jesus. As 

a result of his testimony. many others 
came to Jesus and were also healed. 
Do you see what good a testimony for 
God can do? It does not have to be 
something big. but it has to be smne­
thing you can say from the surely of 
your heart. When you are convinced 
of something. you will tell about it  in 
a convincing way and others will be­
lieve you. 

A sixteen -year-old Christian boy 
we shall call Jim was working in a 
department store . Another teenager 
walked up and said to Jim. "Don't tell 
on me, okay?" and began sluffing 
merchandise in his clothes and in a 
bag. At first Jim didn't know what to 
do. He reasoned that if he said noth­
ing he would become a partaker of 
another's sin. but he was also afraid 
of what the shoplifter might do t o him 
i f  he told.  

Jim decided to testify to the other 
boy. He told how the Lord had saved 
him and that if he did not report this 
to the store manager God would not 
be pleased with him. The shoplifter 
d ropped the bag. put the other things 
back on the counter and Jim did not 
see him again .  This testimony stopped 
the boy from committing a sin and a 
crime. 

If you are a Christian . your testi­
mony is very powerful and valuable to 
God. He wants you to tell i t  whenever 
you get the opportunity .  It can be the 
means of saving another soul from 
sin or of stopping someone from get­
ting into trouble. Remember that God 
is wanting you to tell of His goodness . 
"Tell what He's clone for you . others 
may need Him. too."  -Altina Cox 

� 



"I was raised a strict Methodist. 
My family attended church three 
times a week or more. I missed out on 
many of the pleasures the other young 
people enjoyed. I purposed when I 
left home that church would not be a 
priority of mine." 

"Do you ever miss it? "  I ques­
tioned. 

"Miss it? Most certainly not!" she 
exclaimed. "How could I miss the dty 
formalism of that place? Why I could 
find more enjoyment hearing a lec­
ture on 'The Art of Q uilting· than I 
would hearing those preachers. And 
you know I care nothing about 
quilting. 

"Frankly. Sonja.  I don't have much 
need for religion. Most of the ladies in 
my circle have invited me to join their 
churches. but it seems to serve no 
purpose other than maybe make them 
feel religiously better than me. But I 
do more good than any of them. I 
donate to charities and volunteer my 
services to help others. Why should I 
join a church?" 

"What about Mama?" I asked. 
"Did religion make a di1Terence in her 
life?" 

"Yes. " she answered. "If there is 
such a thing as true religion. Aurora 
had it. I have never seen anyone like 
her. But I must confess that some­
times I wondered if she had lost her 
mind. I don't see how she stayed with 
your father all that time without mur­
muring. I marvel when I think of the 
strength and patience she had. 
Though vety poor and abused. she 
seemed to be happy. and she had 
such peace! But you see, Sonja. your 
mama needed religion; she was a 
poor lonely soul. I have everything I 
need," she concluded. 

"Have you ever been to that little 
Church of God chapel?" I asked. "It is 
only about four miles from your 
home. " 

"No. I can't say that I have .
.. 

she 
replied. 

"Would you please go with Ernie 
and me just one time when we are 
home together?" I begged. 

She looked a little bewildered at 
my invitation. I then quickly added. 
"Perhaps you could at least see where 
Ernie got his peculiar notion. " We 
both chuckled. 

"Now. that I would like lo see." 
she said " for it sure n1akes me angry. 
Maybe I could save this genius boy 
after all. I won't promise. but let me 
think it over." she said reaching for 
her purse to leave. 

Ernie and I were home for sum­
mer break. The following Sunday was 
a day I never dreamed of. While Ernie 
and I prepared for morning church 
service. I overheard Mrs. Watson say 
to the housekeeper, "Maria, keep the 
breakfast light, I have plans this 
morning." 

'"Why. Mrs. Watson. surely you 
aren't going to church?" Maria teased. 

"Don't sound.so surprised. Maria. 
I guess this is a phenomenon, but 
actually I am accepting an invitation 
from Sonja. I have always accepted 
her invitations to lectures or other 
events. and I see no reason to refuse 
this one either." she explained. 

I ran excitedly to Ernie's room to 
share the good news with him. "Mrs. 
Watson is going to church with us 
today! I heard her tell Maria." 

"Glory to God!" Ernie said softly. 
"This is a real answer to prayer." 

(To be continued next week.) 

(Answers: 1 .  Leprosy. 2. A little 
maid. 3. Her mistress. 4. Heal 
Naaman. 5. The king of Syria. 
6. Elisha. 7. Dip seven times in 
the Jordan River. 8 .  Elisha didn't 
come out and personally heal 
him. 9. He was healed.) 
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A Friend Called Jesus 
(Continued from last week.) 

Sonja and her family moved to the 
United States so her Papa could find 
work. Tragedy struck the family after 
Papa began gambling and drinking. 
He and Mama were killed when he hit 
a bridge while driving drunk. Mrs. 
Watson, who took Sonja and Ernie as 
her own children, was furious when 
Ernie told her he wanted to be a min­
ister. Sonja invited her to go to church 
with them and is surprised when she 
agreed to go. 

As we came down the stairs for 
breakfast. Mrs .  Watson met us with a 
cheerfu l .  "Good morn ing! " Then. 
knowing that I would be pleased . she 
looked directly at me and said , " I  have 
decided to accept your invitation. 
Sonj a. We can go to the church in my 
car." 

"Wonderful!"  I said . trying to con­
tain my excitement .  

We all sat  down for breakfast but 
I could scarcely eat a bite. When we 
finished. Ernie got the son,g books 
and Bibles and we headed for the 
limousine.  Charles . the chauffeur. 
started the car and headed down the 
road to the right .  "He's going the 
wrong way." I said under my breath. 
thinking that Charles did not know 
where the chapel was. 

"No. Miss Sonj a. these are the 

orders I got from Mrs .  Watson ,"  he 
said . Mrs. Watson nodded her head . 
"Yes ." 

"Excuse me."  I said astonished. 
He drove us to the back of the prop­
erty where the rows of li ttle cottages 
were. I could see the one we had lived 
in and in my memory could see Mama. 
Ernie and me walking to the bus stop. 
" Isn't this where the bus picks up the 
children for Sunday school?" Mrs. 
Watson asked . 

"Yes. Ma'am." we answered. 
"Well then. what are we waiting 

for?" she said as Charles opened the 
door for her to exit .  Ernie and I fol­
lowed. 

I couldn't imagine Mrs.  Watson 
riding the old church bus. but here 
she was. waiting in line with Ernie, 
me and some of the farm laborers . 

"Honk! Honk!" I t  was the old 
church bus. By now many workers 
were standing in their yards watch­
ing as Mrs .  Watson actually boarded 
the bus. The children seemed awed 
by her presence and stood back to let 
her on first. She and I sat together. I 
could hardly keep from laughing as I 
watched from the corner of my eye. 
She stntg__�led to keep her compo­
sure. As we rode over the bumps she 
held one h and on her hat and the 
other h and on the seat. When I could 
finally contain my laughter and I re­
alized that Mrs . Watson was really 



Comparing Two 
Young Kings 

I I  Chronicles 24:1-2, 4 ,  12, 15, 

17-18,  20 

1 Joash was S<'vcn years old when 
he began to reign. and he n·tgncd 
forty years 111 Jerusalem . . . .  
2 t\nd ,Joash did thai whtcit was 

nght Ill thL sight ')f the LORD all  the 
clays ol Jehotacl-: tlw prit•st. 
4 . . . .. Joash was mtmkd to n·pair 

the housr of the LORD. 
12 ,\,ld theking anciJehOJada . . .  hired 
masons and carpenters to rcpatr the 
house of till' LORD . . . .  
1 5  ButJdH>i,\da waxed old.  and was 
full or day::; \\' wn he cl ied: . . .  
17 Now <llll'r the death o r  Jdwiada 
came the princes . . .  Then the kmg hear­
kened unto them. 
18 And they left the holtS\' or the 
LORD . . .  and st Yecl . . .  tdob: . . .  
20 And the Spirit o r  God came upon 
Zechariah . . .  ( l lc) satd unto them. Thus 
saith God. Why transgress yc the 
commandments of the LORD. thalye 
cannot prosper? because ve have for­
saken the LORD. ht� hath also for­
saken you. 

II Chronicles 34:1-3, 30, 33 

1 Josiah was eight vears old when 
he began to reign. an�l he reigned in 
Jerusalem one and thirty years. 

2 And he did that whtch was nght 
in the stghl of the LORD . . . .  and de­
clined neither to the nght hand. nor 
to the left. 
3 For in lhe eie;hthycarofhts reign. 

while he was yet young. he bcgmi to 
seck after the God of David hts fa­
ther: . . .  

2 

30 And the l<ing \\'ent up into the 
house of the LORD. and all the men of 
Judah . . . .  ancl he read in their ears all 
the words or the book of the covenant 
that was found in the house of the 
LORD. 
33 And Josiah look away all the 
abominations . . .  and made all  that 
were present 111 Israel to . . .  servc the 
LORD lhetr God. And all his days thcv 
departed not from following the

-
LORD. 

the God of thur lathers. 
II Kings 23:25 

25 Ami ltkc unto him was there· no 
king bt'forc h11n. that turned to the 
LORD with a l l  hts heart. and with all  
hie; soul.  and w1th all  his might. . . .  

- - - - - - - - - - - ­
The M�_ssaie: �t_is goo<i to serve the 
Lord in childhood. but_jt is beJter 
to se_rv�tlLm all the days of one's 
life! 

- - - - - - - - - - - ­
Questions: 
I .  !low old w;�s ,Joash when he b<�.�an 

to retgn? 
2. !low long did Joash pl<'ase l111 

Lord? 
3. \Vh;�t dtcl ,Joash repatr'! 
4. After ,)C'hoiada died.  whose ill ad · 

vice did Joaslt accept? 
5. What cltd the Lord do loJoash and 

the people? 
6. How old w;�s Josiah when he be­

gan to reign? 
7. \Vho did he seck after in his youth? 
8. What did he do before the Lord and 

the people? 
9. \Vas there any other king like� 

Jostah? 

Verse to Memorize 

But he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be 
saved. 

Matthew 24:13. 



Let's 
Talk • 

Kings have served a very impor­
tant role in the history of God's people 
They were the rulers of the land. 
Whatever decisions they made be­
came law and everyone had to obey 
it. Furthermore. if a king was a wor­
shipper of God so were the people. 

Joash (or Jehoash) and Josiah 
were two of the youngest kings in 
history. Joash's grandmother was a 
very wicked woman. After his father 
died. she had all the brothers of 
Joash killed so she could be th e ruler 
of the land. Joash escaped death 
because he was hidden by his aunt 
in the temple for six years. His uncle's 
name was Jehoiada. He was a priest 
who instructed Joash in the ways of 
the Lord. 

At the end of six years J oash took 
his place as king. and his grand­
mother was ki lled. Joash started out 
as a righteous king. He removed the 
idols from the temple. He also re­
paired the house of the Lord under 
the direction of his uncle. the priest. 
He accomplished much good in get­
ting the people to worship God again. 

With such a good start it is a 
shame that Joash did not continue 
with this great revival in Judah. After 
his uncle Jehoiada died he listened 
to the counsel of evil princes. They 
caused him to allow idol worship 
again. He rebuilt places of worship 
for idols which he had destroyed. 

Now let's compare Josiah's life to 
that of Joash. Josiah. who also be­
came king as a child. served God all 
his life. The remarkable thing about 
Josiah is that at a young age he was 

able to change almost an entire king­
dom that his wicked father had cor­
rupted. While Josiah was very young 
he began to seek after the Lord. He 
restored the holy worship of God to 
the land. He destroyed all the idols 
and evil priests. 

Under his leadership the people 
followed all the commandments of 
God. Josiah served the Lord with all 
his heart and soul. He did not tum to 
one side nor to the other. There was 
no other king in recorded history that 
was like Josiah. who served God 
from childhood unti l death. 

Has anyone ever said that you 
were too young to serve the Lord? 
Have they said that perhaps you 
don't really understand what you are 
doing or saying? I invite them to look 
at the lives of these two young kings 
who served God and their country 
while very young. God can still use 
children today. \Vhen you are saved 
you are made a king. You begin to 
reign in this life over sin and self. In 
other words. God gives you power to 
live a holy life. You can rule over bad 
feelings or thoughts that will come to 
you. and over temptations to � te< d 
lie or do other sinful things. 

Children can also serve God in 
important places. Jesus says. "Ex­
cept ye become as a l ittle child. ye 
shall in no wise enter the kingdom of 
heaven. "  

Good counselors are important 
and we need them. however. if you 
rely on others to continually tell you 
what is right. you may end up as 
Joash. Remember to follow the ex­
ample of Josiah and begin to know 
God for yourself. As a child you do 
need direction. Follow the godly in­
structions you receive but also begin 
to read and pray and become ac­
quainted with God. Then no matter 
what comes your way. you can be like 
Josiah and not turn to the right nor 
to the left. -Altina Cox 

3 



going to church with us. I fel t  strangely 
delighted! 

You should have seen the look on 
Pastor Allen's face when Mrs. Watson .  
a l ittle wrinkled and with dust cover­
ing her while hat. stepped off that 
bus! Ernie held on to her left arm as 
we escorted her into the l ittle chapel . 

The fresh country scent hit me as 
we stepped in. It fell so good to be 
back in the house of the Lord ! We 
chose a seat the third row from the 
front.  It seemed to me that Mrs. 
Watson's face was glowing that day 
as we walked by her side up the aisle. 

One of the sisters offered Mrs. 
Watson a pil low, fan and song book. 
She took the song book and said, 
"Thank you . I'll be fine ." 

When someone called . "Blessed 
Assurance . .. she whispered to me. "I 
haven't heard that song since I was a 
girl ."  She then sang along with every­
one. I didn't know that she h ad such 
a lovely voice. I saw Mrs. Watson dot 
her eyes with her beautiful  white­
laced handkerchief a few times dur­
ing the service. 

The subject of Bro. Allen's mes­
sage was. ··what will a man profit if he 
should gain the whole world and then 
lose his soul?" He talked about the 
rich. young ruler who went away un­
happy because he would not give his 
riches to the poor. He also spoke 
about the rich man who refused to 
help a poor beggar named Lazarus .  
When the rich man died h e  went to 
hel l .  but when Lazarus died he was 
carried to heaven by the angels .  

The message would have stirred 
most anyone to think about the con­
dition of their soul . One might have 
thought Bro. Allen knew Mrs . Watson 
would be there . but no one had told 
him for we didn't know she would be 
coming with us until a few minutes 
before leaving for Sunday school. 

Bro. Allen also quoted a verse of 
song which says : 

Many kingdoms you may s hare. 
You may be a millionaire. 

But without Jesus. you won't  make 
heaven. 

Deeds and titles you may claim. 
Everybody know your name. 

But without Jes us. you won 't make 
heaven. 

Mrs . Watson had listened very 
attentively but at this r.�oint  she 
dropped her head . I thought maybe it 
was then that she realized that hav­
ing everything was not much profit to 
her. 

An invitation was given for any­
one who wan led to pray to come 
forward . The congregation sang: 

\Vhat will become of all your 
fortune and land. Silver and gold. 

riches untold: 
\Vhen you have made it all your 

purpose and aim, To gain all this 
world, then lose your soul? 

\Vhat will be your profit, To gain all 
this world then lose your soul? 

Stop just a moment now and count 
up the cost. Look and behold. your 

fearful goa l: Surrender now to Him 
that hung on the cross, Suffered and 

died to save your soul. 

Two farm workers went forward 
and knelt at the altar. After they were 
finished praying. the offering was 
taken. Then Bro. Allen said.  "We thank 
the Lord for the presence of everyone. 
We'd like to acknowledge our visitors 
and if anyone has a word to express. 
they may do so at this time."  . 

(To be continued next week. )  

(Answers: 1 .  Seven .  2. All the clays of 
Jehoiada the priest. 3. The house of 
the Lord . 4. The princes'. 5. He for­
sook them. 6. Eight years old. 7. The 
God of David his father. 8. H e  made 
a covenant to fol low God. 9. No.) 
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A Friend Called Jesus 

(Continued from last week.) 
Sonja and her family moved to the 

United States so her Papa could find 
work. Tragedy stntck the family after 
Papa began gambling and drinking. 
He and Mama were killed when he hit 
a bridge while driving drunk. Mrs. 
Watson. who took Sorya and Emie as 
her own children, surprised them when 
she agreed to go to church with them. 
Just before dismissing the pastor 
asked if any of the visitors would like 
to speak. 

Mrs .  Watson rose to her feel and 
said , "It has truly been a privilege to 
be here with you today. I have heard 
a lot about this l ittle church. Most of 
you know I am Eleanor Watson. and 
because of what is taught at this 
church, I have a group of some of the 
finest and most honest employees 
around . 

"Pastor Allen. I would l ike to per­
sonally thank you for the care that 
you have given Sonj a  and Ernesto. 
You gave them something I wasn't 
able to give. You have finished what 
their mother. Aurora Cruz. began in 
teaching them Christian principles. 
Aurora used to often tell me of her 
Friend called Jesus. She said she 
wanted Sonja and Ernie to always 
remember Him. I thank you on behalf 
of Aurora and mysel f  for keeping that 

memory of her Friend alive. She left 
me two wonderful children to raise. 
And my son. Ernesto . I am proud to 
say wil l  soon be one of your minis­
ters ."  

Ernie said he almost fell out of his 
chair at those statements. He h ad 
never heard Mrs. Watson call him 
"son." nor had he publicly told of his 
calling to be a minister. To hear her 
support his decision was overwhelm­
ing! 

Mrs. Watson continued . "I do have 
one request. if it is not asking too 
much. Wil l  you please sing a verse of 
"What a Friend" in memory of my 
friend Aurora. whose best Friend was 
Jesus?" 

Bro. Allen asked the congregation 
to stand.  They sang: 
What a Friend we have in Jesus, All 

our sins and griefs to bear, 
What a privilege to carry, Everything 

to God in pray 'r! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit, Oh, 

what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry Every­

thing to God in prayer. 
Mrs. Watson and I were both weep­

ing by the time they started the sec­
ond verse. For a moment I forgot 
where I was as I looked toward heaven 
and thought about Mama and what a 
precious Friend I too had found Jesus 
to be. 



Absalom Disrespects 
Authority 

II Samuel 14:25 

25 But in all Israel there was none 
to be so much praised as Absalom 
for his beauty: . . .  

I I  Samuel 15:2-6, 12-14 

2 1\nd Absalomroseup early . . .  and 
it  was so. that when any man that 
had a controversy came to the king 
for judgment. then Absalom called 
unto him . . . .  
3 And Absalom said unto him. 

Sec. thy matters are good and right: 
bul lhcrc is no man deputed of the 
king to hear thee. 
4 Absalom said moreover. Oh that 

I were made judge in the land. Lhat 
every man which hath any suit or 
cause might come unto me. and I 
would do him jus lice! 

5 And il was so. that when any 
man came nigh to him to do him 
obeisance. he put forth his hand. 
and took him. and kissed him. 
6 . . .  So Absalom stole the hearts of 

lhe men of Israel. 
12 . . . And the conspiracy was strong: 
for the people incrcasC'd continually 
with Absalom. 
13 And there came a messenger to 
David. saying. The hearts of the men 
of Israel arc after Absalom. 
14 And David said unto all his ser­
vants that were with him at Jerusa­
lem. Arise. and let us Oce: for we 
shall not else escape from Absalom . . .  

II Samuel 1 8 : 6 ,  9, 1 5  

6 So the people went out into the 

2 

field against Israel: and the battle 
was in lhe wood of Ephraim: 
9 . . .  And Absalom rode upon a 

mule. and the mule went under the 
lhick boughs of a great oak. and his 
head caught hold of the oak. and he 
was taken up between the heaven 
and the earth: and the mule that 
was under him went away 
15 And ten young men that bare 

Joab's armour compassed about and 
smote Absalom. and slew him. 

I Peter 2 : 13-14, 17 

13 S u b m i t  yourselvcs . . .  for the 
Lord's sake: whether it  be to the 
king. as supreme: 
14 Or unto governors . . . .  
1 7  llonour all men. Love the broth­
erhood. Fear God. l lonour lhe king. 

The Message: There is a tempta­
tion in some children to rebel 
against authority but those who 
do must pay the penalty. 

Questions: 
1 .  Who was greatly praised for his 

beauty? 
2. Who stole the hearts of Israel? 
3. What did Absalom cause in Is­

rael? 
4. What did King David want his 

servants to do? 
5. What was Absalom riding? 
6. What happened to Absalom as he 

hung in the tree? 
7. What should we do for the Lord's 

sake? 
8. Who should we honor? 
9. Who should we fear? 

Verse to Memorize 

Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there 
is no power but of God: the 
powers that be are ordained 
of God. 

Romans 13:1-2. 



Let's 
Talk. • • 

Absalom was a very handsome son 
of King David . H� was very proud 
because everyone praised him for his 
good looks. 

As the son of the king, he had 
many privileges other young men 
would never have, yet he was not 
satisfied with this: he wanted to be the 
king. 

He began to undermine the au­
thority ofhis father. When people would 
come to King David for advice, Absalom 
would intercept them before they 
reached the king. He would tell them 
that the king had no one to hear them .  
but if he were j udge h e  would listen to 
them and see that they got justice. I n  
this way he caused the people to doubt 
that David was a good king. 

He also used flattery to gain the 
favor of the people. When people came 
to honor Absalom he would reach out 
and kiss their hand . making a show of 
humility and care. These two tech­
niques, which were used by Absalom 
are still used by politicians of our day 
to gain supporters. 

Absalom "stole the hearts of the 
men of Israel . ·· He led a conspiracy 
and a revolt. King David and those in 
authority fled. 

Then Absalom committed several 
other terrible deeds against the house­
hold of his father. Under the law 
Absalom had committed crimes wor� 
thy of death.  however. David still 
wanted mercy extended to him. 

Absalom's reign did not last long. 
He was caught by his head and hung 
under a tree. Some of the men i n  
David's army killed him. "Pride goeth 
be�o

.
re destntction . and an haughty 

sptn t before a fall ."  Proverbs 1 6: 18 .  

The story of Absalom i s  a clear 
example of what can happen when 
disrespect is shown to elders. The 
Bible tells of other times when youths 
were disrespectful .  such as the time 
the children mocked Elisha and were 
then tom by bears. 

God wants us to respect elders in 
His spiritual kingdom and in the world 
in which we live. 

Many uprisings against officials 
are started by youths. Young people 
have a lot of zeal and energy. They 
have great influence on others their 
age. 

Rebellion against authority often 
begins in the home. Many times a 
child who is d isrespectful to adults 
outside of the home does not properly 
respect his parents in his home. 

The Lord requires that authorities 
be respected . They are ordained to 
keep law and order in society or in the 
Church. 

Many of the laws that govern our 
land are for our protection. Traffic 
laws are j ust one good example, and 
should be obeyed . There are many 
others. 

The Bible also warns us not to 
speak evil of rulers. Be careful what 
you say about those in authority. 

Occasionally there are laws that 
violate Christian convictions. In such 
cases we are bound to obey the laws of 
God instead of those laws. If such a 
time arises, God still expects Chris­
tians to conduct themselves in a Christ­
like manner and not with the attitudes 
and actions of others who are bel­
ligerent and rebellious. or like crimi­
nals who have intentionally broken 
the law. 

We are also instructed to pray for 
our ru lers. Let's respect them and 
pray for them that we may lead a 
peaceable life .  -Altina Cox 

(Answers: 1 .  Absalom. 2. Absalom. 
. 3. A conspiracy. 4. Flee from 

Absalom. 5. A mule. 6. He was killed. 
7. Submit to every law of our coun­
try. 8. All men: the king. 9. God.) 
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I felt movement at my side and I 
looked to see Mrs. ·watson walking 
clown the aisle . She knelt at the altar.  
took off her whi te hat and laid i t  neatly 
on the altar by her white gloves. Then 
she prayed. 

I smiled as the tears rolled down 
my cheeks. I knew Mrs. \Vatson was 
going to find our Friend called Jesus! 

-\Vritten by Altina Cox 

lliJ IIII BBI • • • • I!Iil • • • •  

We used to memorize hymns at my 
Sunday school. We didn't have to sing 
them to the teacher. but we did have 
to recite them. The words took on a 
new impetus as we spoke them out 
loud:  "What a friend we have in Jesus 
all our sins and griefs to bear. what a 
privilege to carry everything to God in 
prayer." 

As I've grown older I still like to 
recite this old hymn to myself. This 
would become a prayer to me: "0 what 
peace we often forfeit. 0 what need­
less pain we bear. all because we do 
not carry everything to God in prayer. 

. . 

The words would lift me right there 
and remind me that my Friend (Jesus) 
is always with me. 

Qui te recently I learned the story 
behind the hymn itself. and it gave i t  
a fresh meaning for m e .  The writer 
was an Irishman. Joseph Scriven. born 
in 1 820. No one even knew he had a 
gift for writing such a song. In fact the 
words were discovered by a neighbor 
who was visiting him as he lay ill in 
bed and shortly before he died. The 
neighbor asked him how he came to 
write the hymn. and it may surprise 
you to learn it came out of great 
personal tragedy. 

At the age of twenty-five and on 
the night before he was due to be 
married his bride-to-be accidentally 
drowned. From this indescribable grief 
came "What a friend we have in J esus 
all our sins and griefs to bear," and in 
another verse "In his arms he'll take 

and shield thee . thou wilt find a solace 
there:· 

How easily he could have gon e  the 
other direction to bitterness and hard­
ness of heart. but he had the courage 
to look to God and as a result he 
expei;enced the indescribable com­
fort of this great Friend . Through this 
hymn many others have received great 
comfort. -Selected 

Teacher. scholar. lay preacher, Jo­
seph Medlicott Scriven came to Canada 
from Dublin. Ireland in 1 845. He lived 
in Western Ontario before moving to 
Rice Lake as a tutor. residing later in 
Port Hope. Ontario. Scriven died in 
1 886. leaving behind the record of a 
humanitarian who was looked upon as 
a saint, beautified by his own perfor­
mance. 

But Scriven's legacy was a hymn. 
which found favor 1 00 years ago and 
remains a favorite throughout the world 
-"What a Friend Vve Have in Jesus."  
While the hymn was universally known. 
there was sparse knowledge about the 
author. Joseph Scriven died in obscu­
rity. 

The hymn was first written as a 
poem and published in the Port Hope 
Guide in 1 870. Someone in New York 
City received a package wrapped in 
that edition of the paper. They found 
the poem so moving they took it to a 
New York newspaper and had it pub­
lished . 

Music was added to the words in 
another interesting turn of events. A 
traveling music salesman kept a copy 
of the poem with him because the 
words had touched him deeply. He lost 
his copy of the poem while he was 
visiting the Converse Organ Factory in 
Pennsylvania. Owner Charles Converse 
was also taken with the poem. He 
composed the music for it on the spot. 
The hymn continues to comfort all who 
hear it .  

(Look for answers on page 3.)  
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What A Friend We 
Have In Jesus 

Mill ions of people have been com­
forted by the song, What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus. Fleeing trouble in Ire­
land . i ts author, Joseph Scriven. 
moved to Port Hope. Ontario,  Canada 
in 1 844. He h ad the Irish charac­
teristic of working hard and l iving 
frugally. He also had a great love for 
children and was deeply religious. 
J oseph, however. was not as j ol ly as 
other Irishman whom the people in 
Port Hope had known. 

Some thought he was strange. He 
was twenty-five years old . the age 
most men were looking for a wife. but 
Joseph paid no attention to the young 
ladies in town. Some thought per­
haps he had an Irish lass and would 
soon be sending for her. When years 
passed . however. and he was still 
l iving alone. they were puzzled. 

Another strange thing about Jo­
seph was that he kept very li ttle for 
himself. While other men of his age 
were building or buying a comfort­
able home or improving their farm. 
Joseph was content to be spending 
his days helping others . 

The poor widows called on him to 
do repair jobs that they nor their 
children could handle. They called on 
him to chop wood or do the chores for 

a few days when an older son was 
away or ill . Street urchins whom he 
invited into his bungalow became his 
friends.  He parted his food with them 
and shared his clothes . Sometimes 
he'd give a shivering child or an old 
man the coat off his back. 

Not only did the poor call on Jo­
seph Scriven but also those who could 
pay for his labors. He seldom worked 
for them because from morning until 
evening he was helping those who 
could not pay. How he mana,ged to do 
and give so much was a wonder to all 
in Port Hope. 

Occasionally Joseph Scriven re­
ceived a letter from his mother in 
Ireland. Since the name on the letters 
was a female name. people became 
suspicious .  Some whispered . " H e  is 
hearing from a woman friend . .. They 
watched for the day she wou ld arrive. 
They waited for ten years. 

One day another letter came from 
his mother. She was very sick. Jo­
seph wished he could go see her or at 
least send her money. "Should ! have 
earned money instead of helping the 
poor?" he asked himself. 

"Oh. Lord. what can I do for my 
poor mother?" he prayed . For days he 
prayed and thought and hoped that 
some way he could help her. 

At last. he decided he could at 
least write her a letter of comfort. He 
wrote. The fol lowing day he worked 



The Commandment 
With Promise 

Exodus 2 0 : 1 2  

1 2  I lonour thy father a n d  thy 
mother: that thy clays may be long 
upon the land which the LORD thy 
God �ivcth thee. 

Leviticus 19:3; 20:9 

3 Yc shall few· every man his 
mother. and his father . . . . 

9 For every on<' that curscth his 
father or his mother shall be surely 
put to death : . . .  

-

Deuteronomy 2 1 : 18-21 

1 8  I f  a man have a �tubborn and 
rebellious son. which will not obey 
the voice of his father. or the voice of 
his mother. and that. when they 
han' chastened him. will not hear­
k<'n unto them: 
19 Then shall his father and his 
mother lay hold on him. and bring 
him out unto 1 he l'lckrs of his city. 
and unto the �ale of his place: 
20 1\ncl they shall say unto the el­
ders of his city. Thi

-
s our son is 

stubborn and rebl'llious. he will not 
obey our ,·oice: llc is a glutton. and a 
drunkard. 
2 1  And all the men of his citY shall 
stone him with stones. that he

-
die:  so 

shall thou put evil away from among 
you: and all Israel shall hear. and 
fear. 

Proverbs 23:22; 30: 17 

22 I lcarken unto llw father . . .  and 
despise nol thy mollH:r when she i s  
old. 
17 The eye that mocl<eth a t  his la­
ther. and dcspisl'lh to obey his 
2 

mother. Lhe ravens of the valley shall 
pick it  oul. and the young eap;les 
shall cal il. 

Mark 7:9-13 

9 And he said unto them. Full well 
ye reject the commandment of God. 
thatye may keep your own tradition. 
10 For Moses saicl. Honour thv fa­
ther and thy mother: and. Whoso 
cursclh father or mother. let him die 
Lhc death: 
1 1  Bul ye say. I f a man shall say to 
his father or mother. It is Corban. 
thal is to say. a gift. by whatsoever 
thou mightest be profited by me: he 
shall be free. 
12 1\nd yc suffer him no more to do 
ought for his father or his mother: 
13 Making the word of God of none 
effect through your tradition . . . .  
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

: The Message: God's com- : 
• mandment to honor our par- • 
• ents brings great blessings if • 

: we obey or punishment if we : 
• disobey. • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Question: 
I .  What promise is given lo those 

who honor their parents? 
2. Who should every man fear? 
3. What was the pc;wlty for cursin� 

one's parents? 
4. What would he done to a rebel­

lious son? 
5. By what did the Pharisees make 

God's Word of none effect? 
6. Docs honoring one's parents in­

clude carin� for lhcm when they 
arc old? 

Verse to Memorize 

Honour thy �ther a n d  
mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise. 

Ephesians 6:2. 



Let's 
Talk. • • 

"Honor thy father and thy mother" 
is a very important commandment of 
God. It is the backbone of a home. a 
city. or a nation. It is vital in the 
establishment of law and order i n  a 
society. 

Soon after man disobeyed God i n  
the garden of Eden. G o d  established 
that a woman was to be subject to her 
husband . The two of them would 
then be responsible for the children. 
Next, on Mt. Sinai . when God gave 
the Ten Commandments. He estab­
lished another law and pri nciple to 
maintain family order. This was the 
commandment to "honor your father 
and mother. " The penalty for repeat­
edly disobeying this commandment 
was death. This was not because God 
was cruel. but because He wanted 
the nation of Israel to be a special 
happy people in th<; earth. God knew 
that to establish a society that would 
be happy and righteous some guide­
l ines must be given. 

Parents were to teach and train 
children in the ways of the Lord .  but 
in order to do this properly children 
must be obedient. He gave a com­
mandment for children to honor their 
parents. 

This command to reverence your 
parents does not end with childhood . 
Even after you are an adult God 
expects you to continue to honor 
them. The Jews were so wicked that 
they tried to get around obeying this 
commandment They made a tradi­
tion called, "Corban .

.. 
in which they 

would give gifts of money to the priests 
in the temple, thus freeing them of 

the responsibility of honoring and 
caring for their parents in their old 
age. God was not pleased with this 
practice and Jesus condemned it.  
saying that the commandment to 
honor parents was more important 
than any custom men might make. 

Under the law. children who re­
belled against their parents were 
stoned. The parents were respon­
sible to make their children work and 
be good citizens. But if the child did 
not obey or became an evil citizen 
who spent his days drinking. God 
commanded the parents to report it 
to the leaders of the city.  The child 
would then be stoned. In this way the 
land of lsrael was spared many of the 
problems we have in our country 
today. 

What do you do if you have un­
saved parents? God's Word does not 
say to only honor saved parents. 
Even if your father is an alcoholic. he 
still deserves your kindness . As long 
as your parents are not requiring you 
to do things that are sinfu l .  you are to 
obey them while you are under their 
care. 

What are some ways you can c:;how 
honor to your parents? One way ic; tu 
regard the way you speak to them. 
Watch your tone of voice and the 
words you choose. Be careful about 
resentful or unkind feelings toward 
them or hateful scowling looks which 
you may be tempted to have. Obey 
the curfews and nlles they have es­
tablished in your h ome . Offer to lend 
a hand to help without being told. 
Give small gifts or write notes of 
appreciation to them. When you 
honor your parents you are honoring 
God . 

Remember to do well by honoring 
your parents. because you may one 
day be a parent also. and the pat­
terns that you have established will 
be handed to your children. They will 
treat you the way you have treated 
your parents. -Altina Cox 

3 



on his letter again.  I t  must say j ust 
the right words to encourage her. 
When it was finally finished it  in­
cluded this poem: What A Friend We 
Have In Jesus. 

Twenty-one years passed and Mr. 
Scriven continued to help the poor. 
When winter came it was more severe 
than usual . Snow drifted against the 
houses. It blocked the doors . Even 
though Joseph was not a young man 
now. he stilled shoveled snow and 
chopped and carried wood as he had 
done before . He brough t provision in 
his horse-drawn wagon for those who 
could not get out .  

One day he got so chil led he went 
home sick. That night his tempera­
ture soared . He didn't get out the next 
day.  nor the next. 

People began to wonder about him. 
"Joseph hasn't been in the store for 
three days,"  the storekeeper remarked 
to the men huddled around the pot­
bellied stove in the center of the store. 
"I think someone needs to check on 
him." 

"Huh? Not been out for three days? 
He's sure to be sick . "  

The men found J oseph i n  bed.  
The fire was almost out and there was 
no wood in his bungalow. Now it was 
their turn to help the man who had 
helped them so much. They took turns 
sitting up at night wi th him. 

· 

One night when a neighbor came 
to sit with Joseph he saw a paper 
under the corner of his bed . Fishing i t  
o u t  he began t o  read . "What a friend 
we have in Jesus.  All our . . .  " When he 
finished reading he exclaimed . "What 
a beautifu l  poem!" 

"You l ike i t?" 
'"That I do." the ne(�hbor replied. 
"I  was reading it  to comfort my-

self. "  Joseph said.  
" It  tells the way to find comfort.  

Where did you find such a master­
piece?" he asked. 

Joseph just smiled . "The Lord gave 
it to me." 

'"What? You wrote it?" 
"The Lord and I did it  between us."  

Joseph said shyly. 
"Well . I ' l l  say! Port Hope has a poet 

and didn't know it . "  he said to Joseph 
as he laughed at his own rhyme. '"Mr. 
Joseph Scriven. you are qui te a guy! 
You've spent most of your l i fe among 
outcasts and you might 1 1 <tve been a 
famous person."  

" I  had to , "  Joseph explained . "Be­
ing with the underprivileged helped 
me forget my own sorrows." 

'"I thought maybe you were trying 
to be the patron angel of Port Hope's 
children since you had no cl)ildren of 
your own. Say. why didn't you marry 
and have a family?" 

Mr. Scriven cleared his throat.  
His l ips quivered a l ittle. then he 
spoke. " I  loved a girl  in Ireland and 
she loved me. We planned to get mar­
ried but she accidentally drowned the 
evening before our wedding. I could 
never risk loving another girl . "  

No one knows who put the song. 
What A Friend We Have In Jesus. into 
print. Charles C. Converse put music 
to the words.  I ra D. Sankey included 
it in his Gospel Hymns No. 1 in 1 875. 

Joseph Scriven was fifty-six years old 
when What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
appeared in Sankey's book. He lived 
until  he was sixty-seven. Forty-two 
years were spent helping the poor. 

-Charlotte Huskey 
- I n fo r m a t i o n  fro m :  J a mes 

Draper. More Than a Song, Moody 
Press. 1 970. Robert K. Brown and 
Mark R. Norton . The One Year Book of 
Hymns. Tyndale House . 1 995 .  

(Answers: l .  Lon,g l ife .  2.  His 
mother and father. :3 . Death. 
4. He would be stoned . 5. By 
their traditions. 6 .  Yes . )  
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There Is A Fountain 
"Where am I?" William questioned . 

as he glared at his strange surround ­
in�s and the peculiar (offbeat. odd. 
weird) men roaming the halls. 

A very oversized freak waddled 
closer and stared at him. "What ye 
say?" he asked. 

" I  said, 'Where am I?' " 
"You're i n  the nut house."  he an­

swered . Then he laughed a strange. 
i"ri�h tening l augh . 

"Why am I in here?" 
"Did someth'n crazy l ike all us 

nuts ." the man answered and laughed 
again.  

That night when al l  the "nuts" (as 
the man had called them) were asleep. 
and St. Albans asylum was quiet. 
William prayed. "God give me peace. "  
In a few days William's mind had 
cleared up and he remembered. Sui­
cide .  I t  was his second attempt. He 
was locked up for his own protection. 
W i l l i am C ow p e r  was born in 
Hertfordshire, near London. His fa­
ther was chaplain to King George I I .  
William studied law and was admit­
ted to the bar in 1 754. Because of his 
shy. gentle n ature he was angered by 
men abusing others. This was what 
he often saw in the courts . so he did 
not practice law many years. 

William was deeply religious. but 
he was not saved. During the eigh­
teen months in the asylum he studied 

the Bible and came lo know Christ as 
his personal Savior . 

The devil tormented vVil liam. mak­
ing him doubt his salvation . "You 
must not listen to the de\il . 

.. 
his friend 

U nwin often told him. "The devil is a 
liar.  The Bible says. 'There is no con­
derrmation to them \Vhich are in Christ 
J esus. ' " 

"Maybe I 'm not in Christ ."  Wi lliam 
wailed. 

"You are . Ephesians 2 : 1 3  says. 
'Ye who sometimes were far ofT are 
made n igh by the blood of Christ. · " 

"That's right ."  Wil l iam answered . 
"I j ust need to believe God's \Vord ."  
Unwin agreed . 

A few months later \Vi lliam was 
almost insane with fear of damna­
tion . 

Unwin came to his rescue again. 
He prayed.  He gave advice . He scolded. 
Nothing seemed to help until he be­
gan reading the Bible. He read . "The 
spirit i tsel f  beareth witness with our 
spirit that we are the children of 
God."  

"Yes, yes ,"  William said slowly as 
if  faith was replacing the doubt. 'And 
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin . '  I am not 
condemned: Jesus has cleansed me. '' 

Just when Will iam was getting a 
grip on faith . his friend Unwin died . 
He'd been l iving in Unwin's home and 



Jealousy Between 
Brothers 

Genesis 4 : 1- 15 
1 And Adam knew Eve his wife: and 

she conceived , and bare Cain, and 
said,  I have gotten a man from the 
LORD. 
2 And she again bare his brother 

Abel . And Abel w�s a keeper of sheep. 
but C ain was a tiller of the ground. 
3 And in process of time it  came to 

pass. that Cain brought of the fruit of 
theground an offering unto the LORD. 
4 And Abel . he also brought of the 

firstlings of his flock and of the fat 
thereof. And the LORD had respect 
unto Abel and to his oiTering: 
5 But unto Cain and to his offering 

he had not respect. And Cain was 
very wroth. and his countenance fel l .  
6 And the LORD said unto Cain.  

\Vhy art thou wroth? and why is thy 
countenance fallen? 
7 If thou doest well . shal t thou not 

be accepted? and if thou doest not 
wel l .  sin l ieth at the door. And unto 
thee shall  be his desire. and thou 
shalt rule over him. 
8 And Cain talked with Abel his 

brother: and it came lo pass . when 
they were in the field . that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother. and slew 
him. 
9 And the LORD said unto Cain. 

Where is Abel thy brother? And he 
said . I know not: Am I my brother's 
keeper? 
10 And he said . \Vhat hast thou 
done? the voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth unto me from the ground. 

2 

1 1  And now art thou cursed from 
the earth. which hath opened her 
mou th to receive thy brother's blood 
from thy hand: 
12 When thou til lest the ground , it 
shall not henceforth yield unto thee 
her strength: a fugitive and a vaga­
bond shalt thou be in the earth. 
13 And Cain said unto the LORD. 
My punishment is greater than I can 
bear. 
14 Behold.  thou hast driven me out 
this day from the face of the earth: 
and from thy face shall I be hid:  and 
I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in 
the earth: and i t  shall  come to pass. 
that every one that findeth me shall 
slay me. 
15  And the LORD said unto him, 
Therefore whosoever slayeth C ain.  
vengeance shall  be taken on him sev­
enfold .  And the LORD set a mark 
upon Cain. lest any finding him should 
kill him. 

The Message: If envy is allowed to 
stay in the mind. it will cause great 
harm. 

Questions: 
1 .  Who were the first two children 

born? 
2. What was Cain's occupation? 
3. \Vhat was Abel's occupation? 
4. \Vhat offering did each one bring? 
5. God had respect to whose offer-

ing? 
6. How did Cain feel? 
7.  \Vhat did Cain do to Abel? 
8. \Vhat did God ask Cain? 
9. God said Cain would bc a ___ _ 

and a vagabond . 

Verse to Memorize 

Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer: and ye know 
that no murderer hath eter­
nal life abiding in him. 

I John 3: 15. 



Let's 
Talk. • • 

When Adam and Eve disobeyed 
God, i t  plunged the whole world into 
sin. Psalm 5 1 :5 reads.  "Behold. I 
was shapen in iniquity: and in sin 
did my mother conceive me. " As a 
result of Adam's sin, every person is 
born in sin and of trouble. God's 
punishmen t  to Adam and Eve was 
sorrow in bringing forth children 
and trouble i n  tilling the ground . so 
until this day, "Man is born unto 
trouble . "  

Cai n  w a s  the first child born. 
Surely this brought great joy to Adam 
and Eve. Their second child was also 
a boy; they named him Abel . We do 
not know much about the childhood 
of the world's first children, but we 
do know that as they grew. sin caused 
trouble between them. 

Cain's occupation was in agri­
culture. Abel was a shepherd . The 
two brothers brought an offering to 
the Lord as they had been taught to 
do. C ain had no faith in God . so he 
simply brought some frui t  he had . 
Abel had faith in God , so he took 
great care in choosing the best ani ­
mal o f  h i s  flock.  He offered this living 
sacrifice by faith, and God accepted 
it. Cain's offering was without fai th ,  
so G o d  rej ected i t .  "for wi thout faith 
it is impossibl e  to please God . "  

Cain became angry with Abel 
and with God . G od spoke to C ain,  
and C ain had an opportunity to 
change, but he did not. Instead of 
changing. he allowed envy and an­
ger to overtake him. When he got a 
chance, he killed his brother. 

The spirit of envy and j ealousy 
still exists today. It  often affects 
familiesjust as it did the first fami ly .  
Have you ever heard o f  a term called 
"sibling rivalry?" It refers to compe­
tition between brothers and sisters. 
It often begins when a child is very 
smal l .  A new baby comes into the 
family and often another child in the 
family has feelings of d islike, j eal­
ousy and even hatred towards the 
new baby. He may do all kinds of 
things to get his parent's attention. 
and even go back to babyish ways or 
habits. 

As children grow older. their re­
actions to envy may be a little more 
subtle or hidden. One child may get 
a new bike, and envy would cause 
the other child to say. " It's ugly,"  or 
"So what, if you got a new bike . "  
M aybe your brother or sister can 
sing well or run fast.  Perhaps they 
get better scores on their school 
work or are good at sports and you 
aren't. How does i t  make you feel 
towards them? If you have l ittle un­
happy feelings of resentment or an 
unkind attitude towards them . h .  
may b e  caused by envy o r  jealousy. 
Ask the Lord to help you conquer 
these feelings while you are young. 

The Bible says that whosoever 
hateth his brother is a murderer. 
Envy mixed with anger can lead to 
hatred . That is why it is so impor­
tant not to let envy or anger abide i n  
your heart. You may never physi­
cally harm a person . but envy will  
cause you to do or say hurtful things 
to or about that person .  It may also 
cause you to try to injure their friend­
ship with others. 

If the Lord pricks your heart about 
envy, go to prayer and clear it up. H e  
can bless you so that y o u  will be able 
to rejoice instead of feel bad when 
others are blessed . -Allina C ox 
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receiving constant support. Would he 
again go down in doubt? 

Another friend.  John Newton . 
came to comfort \Villiam and Un\Vin's 
family . Newton persuaded them to 
move to Olney where he l ived . 

J ohn Newton had been a rough 
sailor and even worked as a slave. He 
was a strong ou tdoorsman . \Vil l iam 
Cowper was an indoor man. weak 
and afraid of his own shadO\v. But 
they both loved people.  God and po­
etry .  

'Think my doubtin,g wil l keep me 
from going to  heaven?'' \Vi ll iam onct:' 
asked John. 

"The key to heaven is in your 
hand ,"  John answered . "Jesus says. 
'He that cometh to God must believe 
that he is . . .  a rewarder of them that 
di l igently seek him.'  Believing is the 
key that opens heaven . Do you be­
lieve God's Word?" 

"Yes:· 
"Then act l ike it ."  
" I  try. but satan is always sneer­

ing. 'You aren't saved . ' " 
"And you believe him?" 
"I don't know. I try and try to 

figure out what I really beli eve."  
. .  T is your problem. You need to 

gel your mind off yourself. Help the 
orphans. poor widows. sick husbands 
and starving famil ies . "  

\Villiam took John's advice. Soon 
he \vas a h appier man . 

"Now I 've another job for you . "  
John sai d .  "We need some hymns for 
parish prayer meetings ."  

'' I 'm in poor health and fifty years 
old-too old to learn how to write 
poetry." \Vil l iam said to excuse him­
self. "Besides. I 'm not qualified to do 
God's work."  

"I  can hardly form an idea of a 
closer walk with God than you main­
tain. '' John said.  

:.Okay. I ' l l  try,"  Will iam promised. 
The result was Olney Hymns printed 
in 1 779. I t  contained 348 hymns-68 

by \Vill iam Cowper. And . if it hadn't 
been for a relapse .  \Vil l iam for sure 
would have written many more. 

During \Vil liam·s stay in Olney he 
grew spiritually. He grasped the prom­
ises of Jesus· cleansing bl ood , and 
wrote. There Is A Foun tain. He also 
learned to l ive one day at a time. After 
a week- lon,g battle that ended in vic­
tory. he wrote. Safely T.' mHtqh A n­

other Week. 
All his hymns and pot:ms reflect 

his love for God. nature and everyday 
life. His desire for 11101 e of God is 
shown in Oh For A Closer Walk \Vith 
God. 

William learned to rebuke satan's 
accusations and trust in the cleans­
ing fountain of Jesus· blood . On his 
deathbed he said . " I  am not shu l G • ; t  
of heaven after all . '' H e  had the h ey ' >· ·  
faith to open heaven's door. 

-Charlotte Husl'\ey 

There Is A Fountain 
There is afountain filled with blood 

Drawn from Immanuel's veins. 
And sinners plunged 

beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty s tains . 

E're since by faith I saw the stream. 
Thy flowing wounds supply. 

Redeeming love has been my theme. 
And shall be till I die. 

-Information from: Robert K. Brown 
and Mark R. Norton .  The One Year Book 
ofHymns. Tyndale House, 1 995.  Vinita 
Hampton Wright HHIIlTl Writers' Hall of 
Fame. Christian History. Issue 3 1 .  World 

Book Encyclopedia. 

(Answers: I .  Cain and Abel .  2. He 
was a tiller of the gro u n d .  3. He was 
a keeper of shee� . 4. Cain brought 
fruit:  Abel brought the best animals 
of his flock. 5 .  Abel's. 6 .  Angry . 
7. Killed him.  8. "Where is Abel thy 
brother?" 9. fugitive. }  
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It Is Well With My Soul 
''My you look happy today," M rs.  

Spafford said to her husband, Horatio. 
"I am happy. I have everything I 

want:  a devoted wife, a son , four lovely 
daughters, a successful business and 
a beautiful home. And I live in Chi­
cago, the lumber capital of the world. 
Yes. things couldn't look better." 

"That's right. And thanks to Moody 
and the Lord. our children are all 
saved now. There isn't a cloud in our 
sky. "  

"Not o n e . "  he agreed . Then he 
kissed his wife and they laughed to­
gether. 

Weeks later a dark cloud of sick­
ness came to their home. It settled 
over their only son . Now instead of 
laughing together. they were crying 
a n d  p raying together.  O ft e n  M r .  
Spafford would say t o  h i s  family. "We 
know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God . . .  we j ust 
have to submit to God's plan. "  Soon. 
though. the Lord took the young boy to 
his heavenly home. Mr. Spafford tried 
often to comfort his wife and girls. but 
they couldn't keep from grieving. 

"Maybe getting away for a vacation 
will help." Mr. Spafford suggested . "I  
hear Mr.  Moody wil l  be preaching in 
England this fall .  Let's al l  go and be in 
his campaign ."  

"It may be just what we need ," Mrs .  
Spafford agreed. " H e  has helped our 
family greatly."  

"Well. the majestic French steamer 
VUle de Havre will be leaving for France 
in early October. That would get us 
there in time." Mr. Spafford said. So 
tickets were bought.  

There were many things to d o  be­
fore the trip.  one of which was buying 
and sewing new clothes. Mr. Spafford 
purchased a couple of new outfits for 
himself. Mrs. Spafford and the girls 
checked their wardrobe and began 
sewing dresses and undergarments. 

When the sewing was finished and 
they were packing the trunk. a fire 
broke out in Chicago. Historians be­
lieve what is now known as the Chi­
cago Fire was started when Mrs. Patrick 
O'Leary's cow kicked over a lighted 
lantern . Fanned by strong winds.  the 
flames raced north and east through 
the city. They leaped across the river 
and chased panic-stricken families 
fleeing north toward Lincoln Park. 
Hundreds of other families fled into 
the chilled waters of Lake Michigan. 

The fire raged through Chicago for 
twenty-four hours. Since most every­
thing was made of wood it  burnt like 
kindling. The huge grain elevators and 
factories. hospitals.  churches. man­
sions. huts and even the streets all 
went up in smoke. When i t  was finally 
under control. the largest city in I lli­
nois was a pile of ashes. At least 300 

people were dead and 90,000 were 
homeless. 



An Obedient : Son 

Luke 2:40-49, o t l-52 
40 And the child grew. and waxed 
strong in spiri t .  filled w.i th wisdom: 
and the grace of God was upon him. 
4 1  Now his parents went to Jerusa­
lem every year at the feast of the 
passover. 
42 And when he was twelve years 
old .  they went up to Jerusalem after 
the custom of the feast. 
43 And when they had fulfi lled the 
days. as they returned. the child Jesus 
tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Jo­
seph and his mother knew not of it. 
44 But they. supposing him to have 
been in the company. went a day's 
journey: and they sought him among 
their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 
45 And when they found him not. 
they turned back again to Jerusalem. 
seeking him. 
46 And it came to pass. that after 
three days they found him in the 
temple . sitting in the midst of the 
doctors . both hearing them. and ask­
ing them questions. 
4 7 And all that heard him were as­
tonished at his understanding and 
answers. 
48 And when they saw him. they 
were amazed: and his mother said 
unto him. Son. why hast thou thus 
dealt with us? behold . thy father and 
I have sought thee sorrowing. 
49 And he said unto them. How is i t  
that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about my Father's business? 
51 And he went down with them. 
and came to Nazareth. and was sub-
2 

j ect unto them: but his mother kept 
all these sayings in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature. and in favour with God 
and man. 

Philippians 2:5-8 
5 Let this mind be in you . which 

was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who. being in the form of God. 

thought it not robbery to be equal 
wi th God: 
7 But made himself of no reputa­

tion. and took upon him the form of a 
servant. and was made in the like­
ness o f  men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a 

man. he humbled himself. and be­
came obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 

Questions: 
1 .  With what was J esus filled? 
2. Why did His family go to Jerusa­

lem? 
3. How old was Jesus at this lime? 
4. What did Mary and Joseph dis­

cover as they were going home? 
5. How many days passed before 

Jesus was found? 
6. Where did Jesus' parents find Him? 
7. Did Jesus return home with His 

parents? 
8. Whose mind should be in us? 
9.  Jesus remained obedient unto 

Verse to Memorize 

Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered. 

Hebrews 5:8. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

The childhood of Jesus is a won­
derful story. He began His life on 
earth as a newborn babe. He was 
helpless and totally dependent upon 
His earthly parents for survival. God 
had entrusted His Son , Jesus, into 
the care of Mary and Joseph . 

He learned to crawl and walk just 
as you did when you were a baby. He 
played with his brothers and sister(s) . 
I can imagine Him as a little boy 
bringing wildflowers to His mother, 
and Mary smiling as she takes the 
flowers from Him and washes His 
dirty hands and face. 

Jesus was a holy child. which 
means He was Divine. Yet He was also 
human. His childhood was very much 
like your own. He did not live in a 
modern world like you, but while He 
was a child He thought. understood 
and acted like a child. He had the 
same feelings of happiness and sad­
ness that you feel at times. 

I don't believe, however. that He 
fell on the floor and had temper tan­
trums as some children do. because 
He was not born after the seed of 
Adam which causes children to be 
naughty. Yet He did have to learn to 
obey. although He was the Son of 
God.  

Jesus wanted to experience what 
children do so that He might under­
stand them better and be .an example 
to them. In this story, J esus was 
about 1 2  years of age. He went to 
Jerusalem with His parents and rela­
tives for the Feast of the Passover. 
The family spent one week at the feast 
and started home. Jesus. however. 
had lingered behind. His parents were 
not aware of this. They assumed He 

was walking with some of the rela­
tives. After they had traveled all day 
they realized He was missing. Mary 
and Joseph were troubled and went 
back to Jerusalem to look for Him. 
They did not find Him for three days. 

How could this have happened? 
Suppose you and your family travel to 
a large camp meeting with several 
relatives. using five vehicles. When 
the cars stop for gas. some of the 
children trade cars and ride with 
their cousins. Since you are almost a 
teenager and the campground is a 
safe place. you are given the freedom 
to care for yourself. at least some of 
the time. When it's time to go home. 
your parents leave the campground. 
assuming that you are riding with 
your cousin with whom they last saw 
you . They do not discover you are 
missing until they stop for gas. Imag­
ine how they would feel . 

There were no telephones or lost 
children agencies to help Mary and 
Joseph. I am sure they were praying 
and asking everywhere they went. 
"Have you seen Jesus?" 

They were amazed to find Him 
talking to the doctors in the temple. 
Jesus' reply to His parents was an 

· effort to console them as to His ac­
tion. but they did not understand 
what He was meaning. Jesus went 
home with them and was subject to 
them and increased in wisdom and 
favor. 

. Mter leaving home . Jesus still 
obeyed His heavenly Father and re­
mained obedient unto death . 

If you desire to grow in wisdom 
and favor. follow the example ofJesus. 
and be obedient to your parents. 

-Altina Cox 
A lot of young people believe that 

being submissive to authority is show­
ing weakness. But it takes real strength 
to humble oneself and be obedient. When 
it is something we do not want to do. or 
when to do so isolates us from our friends. 
obeying God seems hard. Yet in the end 
obedience always brings longer lasting 

happiness! -charlotte Huskey 
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The Spaffords thanked God their 
family was sti l l  alive. although they 
had lost their wealth. They decided 
Mrs. Spafford and the girls should go 
ahead to England and get away from 
the suffering. Mr. Spafford would come 
as soon as he could . 

Mrs. Spafford and her four daugh­
ters were waving from the deck of Ville 
de Havre when it pulled away from the 
harbor. Mr. Spafford threw kisses to 
them. 

"Will Daddy be okay?" 
�Yes, Daddy will be okay. He is a 

brave man and he believes God allows 
only what wil l  work for our good ." 

The sun was bright. Sailing was 
very good and soon the girls were 
running over the steamer examining 
everything between the bow and the 
stem. The captain even showed them 
in his cabin. 

All was going well until the fog 
begin to crowd in so thick the captain 
could barely see. Suddenly a great 
iron sailing vessel smashed in to the 
Ville de Havre. Panic raged. The girls 
clung to their mother. They were 
screaming and crying. "Girls we must 
pray," Mrs. Spafford said. And as s'he 
hugged the girls the ship began sink­
ing. "Oh, my God , help us this day. Be 
our lifeboats. Help us submit to Thy 
will .  If this is our day to meet You . 
please give us grace to die in peace. We 
have no one to save us but You.  We 
know all things work together for good . .. 

The ocean waves tore them apart . 
Each one bobbed over the swells for a 
few minutes and then none we1s in 
sight .  Mrs. Spafford was rescued by a 
l ifeboat . 

The rescue ship took the survivors 
to Cardiff, Wales. There Mrs. Spafford 
cabled her husband.  

Mr.  Spafford smiled when the tele­
graph boy handed him the telegram. 
He was anxious to hear from his fam­
ily.  Quickly he ripped it open and 
spread it on the table. 

"Saved alone," he read. "What has 
happened to my lovely daughters?" he 
questioned . 

He hurried to the dock and went 
straight to the ticket agent of the French 
steamer. "Is there news from the Ville 
de Havre?" he asked. 

"Yes, there's been a terrible trag­
edy. In mid-ocean a large iron sailing 
vessel, which was blown off course. 
struck it. She went down in less than 
thirty minutes." 

"My girls. my four sweet girls went 
down with it ."  

'Tm very sorry," the agent said 
sadly. ''1\vo hundred and twenty-two 
others were lost also."  

"Get me another passage," Mr. 
Spafford demanded. "I've got to get to 
my wife as soon as possible." 

Spafford left on the next ship. As 
they were crossing the Atlantic, the 
captain pointed out the place where 
he thought the Ville deHavre had gone 
down. That night, Mr. Spafford wrote, 
"When sorrows l ike sea billows roll­
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me 
to say. 'It is well ,  it is well with my 
soul. '  .. 

Mr. and Mrs. Spafford said , "Our 
troubles have come like the waves of 
an angry ocean. First our son died , the 
fire took most everything we had and 
then we lost our girls. I t's all been hard 
but we say, ' It  is well :  the will of God be 
done.' " 

Two years later Mr. Spafford added 
to the thoughts he had written on the 
ship and finished the song, "It Is Well 
With My Soul . '' -Charlotte Huskey 

-Information from: James Draper, 
More Than a Song. Moody Press. 1 970, 
and Robert K. Brown and Mark R. 
Norton. The One Year Book of Hymns. 

Tyndale House. 1 995. 
(Answers: 1 . With wisdom and the 
grace of God. 2 .  For the Feast of the 
Passover. 3. 1\velveyears old. 4.  That 
Jesus was not with them. 5. Three 
days. 6. In the temple. 7. Yes. 8. The 
mind of J esus. 9. Death.) 
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Jesus I My Cross 
Have Taken 

Henry Lyte sat by the bedside of 
his tenninally ill frtend. 'Tm afraid to 
die," the friend confessed. 

"Afraid to die? Why? You're a cler­
gyman." 

"Being a clergyman doesn't as­
sure me I am saved from hell. Are you 
sure you are?" 

Henry sat with his head down. 
"Am I saved? I was ordained a min­
ister in the Anglican Church in 1815. 
Isn't that a passport to heaven?" 
After a long silence he admitted, "I'm 
not sure." 

His friend moaned. "How dread­
full I hoped you could help me." 
Henry was again silent for awhile 
then he looked at his friend and said. 
"By the grace of God, I will help you." 

From that day they began search­
ing the Scriptures together. Soon both 
young men made a sincere commit­
ment to God. 

Henry Lyte was a new person. He 
began working with new enthusi­
asm,' studying his Bible diligently 
and . preaching with heavy convic­
tion. At the same time he committed 

· his desires for the future and conse­
crated to be poor and despised for 

· Jesus. - This is plainly seen � the 
words of the song he wrote entitled, 

"Jesus I My Cross Have Taken." It is 
believed that he wrote it about the 
time when he totally committed him­
selfto God. The frrst verse shows that 
Henry had taken his cross and was 
following Jesus, as the rich. young 
ruler was instructed to do in Mark 
10: 17-22. 

Henry won many honors at Trin­
ity College in Dublin, Ireland, for 
"writing the best English verse." He 
may have hoped to someday become 
a famous poet and earn big money. If 
so, he surrendered all these dreams. 
In the song he said, "All to leave and 
follow Thee; Perish every fond ambi­
tion, All I've sought. or hoped or 
known. Yet, how rich is my condi­
tion! God and heaven are still my 
own." So we see God brought joy to 
replace the loss of his dreams. 

Henry was twenty-two years old. 
Naturally he wanted friends but he 
felt seeing God's face was more im­
portant than friends. He wrote, "Foes 
may hate and friends may shun me, 
Show Thy face and all is bright." 

Life for Heruy had been peppered 
with hard struggles. His family was 
plagued with poverty and he was the 
youngest child. In those days, as the 
children grew, their clothes they out­
grew were handed down to the 
younger child. Imagine what the 
clothes were like by the time Henry 
got them! 



Taking Your Cross 

Matthew 10:28-39 

28 And fear not them which kill the 
body. but are not able to kill the soul: 
but rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a 
farthing? and one of them shall not fall 
on the ground without your Father. 
30 But the very hairs ofyourhead are 
all numbered. 
31 Fear ye not therefore. ye are of 
more value than many sparrows. 
32 Whosoever therefore shall con­
fess me before men. him will I confess 
also before my Father whjch is in 
heaven. 
33 But whosoever shall deny me be­
fore men, him will I also deny before 
my Father which is in heaven. 
34 Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace. but a sword. 
35 For I am come to set a man at 
variance against his father, and the 
daughter against her mother, and the 
daughter in law against her mother i n  
law. 
36 And a man's foes shall be they of 
his own household. 
37 He that lovelh father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me: and 
he that loveth son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me. 
38 And he that taketh not his cross, 
and followeth after me is not worthy of 
me. 
39 He that findeth his life shall lose 
it: and he that loselh his life for my 
sake shall find it. 

Mark 10:17-22 

17 And when he was gone forth into 
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the way, there came one running, and 
kneeled to him. and asked him, Good 
Master. what shall I do that I may 
inherit eternal life? 
18 And Jesus said unto him. Why 
callesl thou me good? there is none 
good but one. that is, God. 
19 Thou knowest the commandments. 
Do not comrrut adultery. Do not kill. 
Do not steal. Do not bear false witness. 
Defraud not. Honour thy father and 
mother. 
20 And he answered and said unto 
him. Master. all these have 1 observed 
from my youth. 
21 Then Jesus beholding him loved 
him. and said unto him. One thing 
thou lackest: go thy way. sell whatso­
ever thou hast. and give to the poor. 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come. take up the cross. and 
follow me. 
22 And he was sad at that saying, and 
went away grieved: for he had great 
possessions. 
The Messaie: We must ilad.ly take 
up our cross and follow Jesus. 

Questions: 
l .  Whom should people fear? 
2. Whom should people not fear? 
3. Does God care for us and the spar­

rows? 
4. Did Jesus come to make peace on 

earth? 
5. Who may be our worst enemy? 
6. Who is not worthy of Jesus? 
7. What did the man want who knell 

before Jesus? 
8. What must the man do to have 

eternal life? 
9. What must each Christian do to 

have eternal life? 

Verse to Memorize 

...He that taketh not his 
cross, and followeth after me, 
is not worthy of me. 

Matthew 10:38. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

The rich young ruler fell at Jesus' 
feet and cried, "What must I do to 
have eternal life?" 

"Obey the commandments of 
God," Jesus answered. 

"I have obeyed them since I was a 
child. What else should I do? I want 
assurance of eternal life." 

"You lack only one thing," Jesus 
answered. "Sell what you own and 
gtve the money to the poor." 

Suddenly the rich man looked 
sad. He said not a word but turned 

and walked slowly away. 
Jesus looked at His disciples and 

said, "It is very hard for a rich person 
to enter the kingdom of God for they 
usually trust in their riches. It is 
easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for a rich person 
to enter into the kingdom." 

Many people have done like the 
rich man. They have chosen to cling 
to what they have instead of commit­
ting all they have to Jesus. To obtain 
eternal life, everything must be sur­
rendered to Jesus. Some do not have 
riches to give away but whatever they 
have must be available for God to use. 
The rich young ruler was not willing 
to take up his cross and follow Jesus. 
Henry F. Lyte, author of "Jesus I My 
Cross," was willing to carry his cross. 
He received many blessings for doing 
so. -Charlotte Huske 

Jesus I My Cross Have Taken 
By Henry F. Lyte 

Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and follow Thee; 
Naked, poor, despised , forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shalt be; 
Perish ev'ry fond ambition, 
All rve sought, or hoped or known, 
Yet, how rich is my condition! 
God and heav'n are still my own. 

Let the world despise and leave me, 
They have left my Savior, too; 
Human hearts and looks deceive me; 
Thou art not, like them, untrue; 
And while thou shalt smile upon me, 
God of wisdom, love and might, 

Man may trouble and distress me, 
'Twill but drive me to Thy breast; 
Life with trials hard may press me, 
Heav'n will bring me sweeter rest; 
Oh 'tis not in grief to harm me; 
While Thy love is left to me; 
Oh 'twere not in joy to charm me, 
Were that joy unmixed with Thee. 

Foes may hate and friends may shun me. 
Show Thy face, and all is bright. 

Go, then. earthly fame and treasure! 
Come, disaster scorn and painl 
In thy service pain is pleasure: 
With thy favor loss is gain. 
I have called thee, "Abba, Father." 
I have stayed my heart on thee! 
Storms may howl, and clouds may gather, 
All must work for good to me. 
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Both of his parents died while he 
was still young so Henry had to work 
hard to get an education. After com­
pleting his education at Trinity Col­
lege in Dublin. Ireland. he pastored 
various congregations. Later he was 
transferred to Lower Brixham. in 
Devonshire. Ireland. Here Henry 
preached to the poor fishermen living 
there and lived from the meager offer­
ings they could give. 

Henry preached in Lower Brixham 
for twenty-three years. During this 
time he learned that many blessings 
are hidden in suffering. He was not a 
strongman. His health was constantly 
threatened by asthma and tubercu­
losis. He was weak and unable to 
work like the strong fishermen to 
whom he preached each Sunday. 
Perhaps he was ridiculed for this 
weakness or hated by those who felt 
reproved by his total commitment. He 
wrote. "Man may trouble and distress 
me. 'twill but drive me to Thy breast; 
Life with trials hard may press me. 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest." 

In spite of his physical frailties 
Henry was a tireless worker. He had 
the reputation of being a poet and 
musician as well as a minister. He 
coined the phrase. "It is better to wear 
out than to rust out" and showed by 
his hard work that h� believed it. He 
was greatly loved and admired by 
most of those he ministered to. 

In Sacred Poetry, the first of four 
books which Henry Lyte published, 
"Jesus I My Cross Have Taken" ap­
peared as a poem, signed only with a 
"G." Nine years later, in Poems Chiefly 
Religious, he published it with his 
name. 

In 183 1 .  Henry Leavitt compiled 
and published an important Ameri­
can hymnal, the Christian Lyre. This 
book contained arrangements of well­
known secular melodies that could 
be used with the hymn texts. An 

arrangement, believed to be one of 
Wolfgang A. Mozart. was included in 
this hymnal. It is the tune by which 
we sing, "Jesus I My Cross Have 
Taken." 

Mozart had extraordinary musical 
talent. He was widely recognized as a 
composer at the tender age of six. He 
was born in Salzburg. Austria, on 
January27, 1756, and died atage 35. 
Although he had composed over 600 
musical compositions he died bro­
kenhearted and was buried in a 
pauper's grave. 

How different were these two men! 
Mozart was born with wonderful tal­
ent but died unhappy. Henry Lyte 
committed his few talents to further 
God·s kingdom. He started out in 
adverse conditions and struggled 
through a lifetime of sickness. How­
ever. he built up a Sunday school of 
800 attendants and wrote four books. 
He died a happy man and was buried 
in the English cemetery in Nice. 
France. 

We thank Mozart and Henry Lyte 
for "Jesus I My Cross Have Taken." It 
has encouraged many weary Chris­
tians along life's pathway. It is found 
on page 248 in Evening Light Songs 
and also on page three of this lesson. 

-Charlotte Huskey. reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way 

(Information taken from: Kenneth W. 
Osbeck. 1 01 More Hymn Stories, 
Kregel Publications. Grand Rapids. 
Ml, 1 985. p 158.) 

(Answers: I. Him who is able to 
destroy both soul and body in 
hell. 2. He who can only kill the 
body. 3. Yes. 4. No. 5. Those ofour 
household (those With whom we 
live) . 6. Anyone who Will not take 
up his cross and follow Him. 
7. Eternal life. 8. Sell all he ·had 
and give it to the poor. 9. Take up 
his cross and follow Jesus.) 
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Abide With Me 
. .. Please don't leave us," begged the 

children as they·gathereci around their 
pastor, Heiny Lyte. 

"1-1 have-to-leave," Mr. Lyte · said 
·slowly. · 

"Where are you going?" . 
"Maybe to Italy," he repifed. He 

stopped for breath before continuing. 
.. I must get' away from this cold ·sea­
shore and go to a warmer climate." 

"He's gonna dief" the children 
whispered tQ one another. Some girls 
began to cry. Sqme }?oys ran away 
angrily . .  One small boy, clutching his 
fishing pole, looked up and asked, 
"Who'll teach us about Jesus?" 

'Til leave someone in charge of the 
Sunday school ," he promised. 

Henry Lyte had been sunninghim­
selfin front of the Anglican Church in 
Lower Brixham when the children 
came to question him. They heard 
that he was going to leave and could 
not imagine what they would do with­
out him. 

Twenty-three years ago he had 
come to this fishing community in 
Devonshire, England. He was young 
then but a tireless worker. He had 
already established himself as a poet. 
musician and capable minister. The . new congregation was small and the 
people, for the most part, were poor 

fishermen. They were glad to have 
such a promising and ambitious 
young man as their pastor but they 
couldn't help wondering how they 
could support him. 

But much to their surprise Henry 
did not ask for as much salary as 
.most ministers. He could t:asily relate 
to the poor. His family had been 
plag�ed with extreme poverty. Then 
the worst of the worst happened. 
Both his father and his mother died 
while he' was still young, leaving him 
an orphan. In spite of all his difficul­
ties, Henry Lyte was determin�d to 
make the best of his life. He studied 
hard and was able to graduate from 
Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland. · 

Henry Lyte was willing to suffer 
forJesus. ln college he hadwon many 
honors for "writing the best English 
verse." However, instead of seeking to 
become a famous poet, he gave his 
time and strength to serving people. 
He thought much about the future 
and where souls would spend eter­
nity. With this in mind, he labored 
almost day and night to awaken in 
people a desire to serve God. 

Lyte was not a strong man. Most 
of his life he suffered from tubercu­
losis. Although frail in body. he was 
strong in faith and had a determina­
tion that enabled him to capture the 
interest of the children in the whole 



Abide With Us 

Luke 24: 13, 15-21, 25-31, 33 

13 . . . Two [disciples) went that same 
day to a village called Emmaus . . . 
1 5  And . . .  while they communed to­

;gether and reasoned, Jesus himself 
<drew near. and went with them. 
16 But.. .they [did) not know him. 
17 And he said unto them, What 
manner of communications are these 
that ye have one to another, as ye 
walk, and are sad? 
18 And the one of them . . .  said unto 
him, Art thou only a stranger in 
Jerusalem. and hast not known the 
things which are come to pass there 
in these days? 
19 And he said unto them, What 
things? And they said unto him. 
Concerning Jesus ofNazareth, which 
was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people: 
20 And how the chief priests and 
our rulers delivered him to be con­
demned to death, and have crucified 
him. 
2 1  But we trusted . . .  he . . .  should 
have redeemed Israel: .. . 
25 Then he said unto them, 0 fools, 
and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken: 
26 Ought not Christ to have suf­
fered these things, and to enter into 
his glory? 
27 And beginning at Moses . . .  he ex­
pounded unto them in all the scrip­
tures the things concerning himself. 
28 And they drew nigh unto the 
village. whither they went: and he 
2 

made as though he would have gone 
further. 
29 But they constrained him. say­
ing, Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening. and the day is far spent. 
And he went in to tany with them. 
30 And it came to pass, as he sat at 
meat with them, he took bread. and 
blessed it, and brake, and gave to 
them. 
31 And their eyes were opened, and 
they knew him; and he vanished out 
of their sight. 
33 And they rose up the same ho�r. 
and returned to Jerusalem . . .  [seven 
and one-half miles). 

The Messaee : Jesus has 
promised to abide with us 
everywhere we eo. even to 
the ends of the world. 

Questions: 
1 .  Where were the two men going? 
2. How far was Emmaus from 

Jerusalem? 
3. Of what were the men talking? 
4. Who joined them as they walked? 
5. Did Jesus seem to know what 

had happened in Jerusalem? 
6. What did Jesus explain to the dis­

ciples? 
7. When did the disciples realize 

that the stranger was Jesus? 
8. What happened to Jesus afterHe 

was discovered? 
9. Where did the disciples go after 

Jesus disappeared? 

Verse to Memorize 

But they constrained him, 
saying, Abide with us: for it is 
toward evening, and the day 
is far spent. And he went in to 
tarry with them. 

Luke 24:29. 



Let's f!fJ 
Talk . • • 

The disciples were very sad In fad.. 
it was the saddest day of their lives. He 
was gone-their best Friend, their Hero, 
Helper and Healer, their Counselor, the 
man they thought would someday be a 
king to deliver them from bondage. 
Would they ever see Him again? 

For three and one-half years they 
had been with Him almost every day. He 
had healed the sick, raised dead men 
and created food for thousands of people. 
1\vlce He had calmed the storms when 
they were about to be hurled from their 
ship by angry winds. All these miracles 
and the wisdom of His word had con­
vinced them that He could do anything. 
Why did He let Himself be killed? Why 
didn't He come down from the cross? 

They were sure He was the Savior 
which God promised to bring peace to 
all the world. Then suddenly He was 
arrested and, Uke any helpless man, 
had been tried, proven gullt� and nailed 
on a cross! 

It seemed ridiculous. It was so un­
believable, so surprising and unjust. 
This powerful God-man had become 
powerless in the hands of angry men. 
He was deadl 

Now news had come that He was 
again alive! Was He alive or had some­
one stolen His body? How confusing! 

As the two disciples walked along 
talking about these things, a stranger 
joined them. He questioned why they 
were so sad . ..  Have you not heard what 
is happening in Jerusalem?" they ques­
tioned. 

"What?" He asked. 
They told Him everything. 
When they fmished He began quot­

ing prophecies from the first portions of 
the Bible. Then He explained how these 
had been fulfilled in this God-man they 
had told Him about. 

His words burned in their hearts. 
They knew He was telling them the 
truth. How happy they feltl 

.. Please come in and stay with us," 
they begged when they arrived in 
Emmaus. 

Jesus went in with them. While 
they were eating, the disciples sud­
denly realized this stranger was Jesus . 

... Jesus!" They cried. 
Then He disappeared. 

-Charlotte Huskey 

One day when Henry F. Lyle read this Bible 
story, he felt the sad emotions of these men so 
strongly that he wrote the following song. 

Abide With Me 
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord with me abide! 
When other helpers fail. and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, Oh, abide with me! 

Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day: 
Earth 's joys grow dim its glories pass away: 
Change and decay in all around I see: 
Oh, Thou who changest not, abide with me! 

I need Thy presence ev 'ry passing hour; 
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter's 

power? 
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord abide 

with me! 

Hold Thou thy word before my closing eyes, 
Shine through the gloom and point me to 

the skies; 
Heav'n 's morning breaks and earth 's vain 

shadows flee 
In life, in death, 0 Lord, abide with me! 

This song has provided comfort to many 
in times of deep despair and even death. A 
group of ex-prisoners of war from England 
recalled how they sang this hymn each Sun­

day evening while imprisoned. Survivors of 
the Titanic catastrophe told of hearing the 
strains of "Abide With Me" sung by the 

· doomed passengers standing on the sinking 
ship as it slipped beneath the icy water. 

-Hymns of Faith and Inspiration by 
Pamela J. Kennedy 
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community. In that era church ser­
vices were stiff and formal, geared for 
the cultured adult. Lyte made them 
interesting for the uneducated fish­
erman, his humble wife and the chil­
dren. The Sunday school grew. and 
grew. and grew. until more than 800 
children attended. 

When Lyte was unable to be vis­
iting among the sheep of his fold or 
the goats outside his corral. he was 
writing. He coined the phrase. "It is 
better to wear out than to rust out.'' 
He did wear out. He wrote four books: 
Sacred Poetry, Tales On The Lord's 
Prayer. Poems-Chiefly Religious and 
The Spirit oj.the · Psalms . .  Sacred Po­
etry was published in 1 824, about 
the time he went to Lower Brixham. 
He was thirty-three years old when 
Tales On The Lord's Prayer was pub­
lished. He also wrote eighty hymn 
texts, some of which were first pub­
lished as poems. 

At least two of Henry Lyte's ·songs 
are in the Evening Light SOngs. "Jesus 
I My Cross" is on page 248 and "Abide 
With Me" on page 342. 

"Abide With Me" was written for 
his last sermon with the fishermen at 
Lower Brixham. His love. for these 
people caused him to almost crawl to 
the pulpit to give his farewell mes­
sage. He said, "I desire to induce you 
to prepare for the solemn hour which 
must come to all by a timely apprecia­
tion and dependence on the death of 
Christ." Today we would say it this 
way. "I desire to persuade you to 
prepare for your hour of death by 
appreciating and depending on the 
death of Christ for your salvation 
before it is too late." Or like this, "I 
desire to persuade you to be saved 
before it is too late." 

Henry Lyte died in Nice, France on 
his way to Rome, Italy. He was buried 
in an English cemetery on November 
20. 186 1 ,  in Nice. 

"Abide With Me" appeared first in 
America in Henry Ward Beecher's 
Plymouth Collection in 1 855. Later it 
was discovered by William Henry 
Monk, music editorofthewell-known 
Anglican Church hymnal. Hymns 
Ancient and Modem. and was included 
in that book. It is said that in less 
than half an hour he composed for 
Lyte's poem a tune named "Even­
tide." He was inspired by the beauty 
of a glorious sunset while yet expe­
riencing a deep personal sorrow. To­
day we sing "Abide With Me" to the 
tune "Eventide" although Lyte had 
written a tune for his song: When I 
hear "Eventide" I feel like stopping 
what I am doing and finding a sleepy 
child, cuddlmg him or.her in my arms 

, and reading a bedtime story. How do 
you feel when you hear it? 

The first time "Abide With Me" 
was sung, Henry Lyte and the people 
he loved were saying goodbye. Today 
it is often sung when people must say 
goodbye to ·a loved · one whom · they 
will not see for a long time, or maybe 
never. (in the case of death) . Jesus 
promised to always be with us. This 
song helps us to believe it. 

· 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way . 

(Infollllation taken from: Kenneth W. 
Osbeck, 1 01 Hymn Stories, Kregel 
Publications, Grand Rapids, MI. 1 982. 
p. 1 7.) 

(Answers: I .  To a village called 
Emmaus. 2. It was seven and 
one-half miles from Jerusa­
lem. 3. They were talking about 
Jesus being crucified. 4. Jesus. 
5. No. 6. Beginning with Moses, 
Jesus explained the prophe­
cies about Himself. 7. When 
He blessed the bread. 8. He 
disappeared. 9. They walked 
back to Jerusalem.) 
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Blessed Assurance 

Dr. Combe examined Fanny's head 
carefully. He looked into her eyes. 
.. Here is a poetess!" he exclaimed. 
Turning to the school director he 
said, "You must encourage her in 
every way possible. Teach her to ap­
preciate fine poetry by reading the 
best books to her. Someday she may 
write fine poems." 

It was in the latter part of the 
1830's when the Dr. Combe, a phre­
nologist, visited New York's Institute 
For The Blind. Fanny J .  Crosby. then 
in her late teens, had written rhymes 
since early childhood. She loved noth­
ing better than to read or listen to 
poetry. While living at home, her 
grandmother helped her memorize 
entire books of the Bible. She espe­
cially enjoyed Psalms and Proverbs. 
Both are books of poetry. 

Onlydaysbefore Dr. Combe's visit, 
her teacher had scolded Fanny. say­
ing she must stop reading poetry 
until her math scores improved. She 
had taken away a large book of poetry 
which Fanny usually read each 
evening until the dormitory mother 
would make her go to bed. That day 
angry Fanny had written this rhyme: 
"I loath, abhor, it makes me sick; To 
hear the word arithmetic!" Now her 
heart beat wildly. Would the book be 
returned to her? 

It was and from that day the insti­
tute did everything possible to help 
Fanny develop her poetry writing 
skills. The teachers read poetry more 
often. They borrowed and bought 
poetry books in Braille so that Fanny 
could read them. Never again did the 
teacher complain about Fanny's math 
although it did not improve. 

Sometimes when visitors came to 
the school they asked her to recite 
one of her poems. Soon Fanny's po­
ems were appearing in the newspa­
pers. Other newspapers reprinted her 
poems. People all over America began 
talking about the beautiful spirit-filled 
poetry. President Tyler came to the 
school to visit her. 

Even among the blessings, Fanny 
had trials. One time a teacher scolded, 
"God cannot use you while you are 
proud. You must give God the glory." 
That night Fanny checked over much 
of her poetry to see if she was giving 
God the glory in her verses. Then she 
wrote the following poem that was 
later put to music. Have you sung it? 

" . . .  To God be the glory 
Great things He hath taught us, 

Great things He hath done. 
And great our rejoicing through 

Jesus the Son; 

"But purer and higher and greater 
wUl be 



Having God's Assurance 

Deuteronomy 28:1, 8-9, 
15, 59-66 

1 . . . If thou shalt hearken diligently 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to 
. . .  do all his comrnandments . . .  that 
the Lord thy God will set thee on 
high above all nations of the earth: 
8 The Lord shall command the 

blessing upon t11ee in thy store-
houses, and in all that thou settest 
thine hand unto; and he shall bless 
thee in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. 
9 The Lord shall establish thee an 

holy people . . .  if thou shalt keep the 
comrnandmen ts of the Lord thy God. 
and walk in his ways. 
15 But it shall come to pass. if thou 
wilt not hearken unto the voice of 
the Lord thy God . . . .  to do all his 
commandments . . .  that all these 
curses shall come upon thee, .. . 
59 Then the Lord will make . . .  great 
plagues. and of long continuance, 
and sore sicknesses . . . .  
60 Moreover h e  will bring upon thee 
all the diseases of Egypt. which thou 
wast afraid of; and they shall cleave 
unto thee. 
6 1  Also every sickness. and every 
plague, . . .  will the Lord bring upon 
thee, until thou be destroyed. 
62 And ye shall be left few in num­
ber, whereas ye were as the stars of 
heaven for multitude; because thou 
wouldest not obey the voice of the 
Lord thy God. 
63 And it shall come to pass, that 
as the Lord rejoiced over you to do 
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you good, and to multiply you; so 
the Lord will. . .  destroy you, . . .  and ye 
shall be plucked from off the land . . .  
64 And the Lord shall scatter thee 
among all people. from the one end 
of the earth even unto the other; . . . 
65 And among these nations shalt 
thou find no ease. neither . . .  have 
rest: but the Lord shall give thee 
there a trembling heart, . . .  and sor­
row of mind: 
66 And thy life shall hang in doubt 
before thee; and thou shalt fear day 
and night. and shalt have none 
assurance_of thy life: 

The Messa�e: God �ives blessed 
assurance to those who obey His 
commandments. 

Questions: 
1 .  What is God's promise to those 

who do His commandments? 
2. Name the things God will bless. 
3. The Lord will establish the obedi-

ent as __________________ __ 

4. What will come upon those who 
do not observe God's command­
ments? 

5. Will plagues. sicknesses and the 
disease of Egypt be some of the 
curses? 

6. What will happen to the multi­
tudes of people? 

7. Will the disobedient be fearful? 
8. Will the disobedient have assur­

ance? 
9. Will the obedient have assur­

ance? 

Verse to Memorize 

. . .  The work of righteousness 
shall be peace; and the effect 
of righteousness quietness 
and assurance for ever. 

Isaiah 32:17. 



Let's f!fJ 
Talk . • • 

God said in Jeremiah 21 :8, ·· . . .  Be­
hold, I set before you the way of life. 
and the way of death." God is saying 
this to every person. Each of us has 
an opportunity to choose either life or 
death. Which one have you chosen? I 
have chosen life. 

All who choose life have also cho­
sen to obey God's commandments. 
Those who do not obey the com­
mandments have chosen death, al­
though they may not realize it. Spiri­
tual death comes to all who do not 
obey God's commandments. 

Those who obey God's command­
ments have an assurance deep in 
their heart. They do not fear like 
others who are not living to please 
God. When they are afraid of some 
unusual thing that is taking place in 
their lives, they feel assured that God 
is working out this strange thing for 
their good. 

In the Bible lesson for today, God 
told the people they would be blessed 
if they obeyed His commandments. 
He promised to bless their children, 
their animals, their fields and every­
thing they did. 

Those who did not obey God would 
have troubles. Sometimes people who 
are not obeying the Word of God 
become so fearful that they have heart 
attacks. Luke 2 1 :26 says, "Men's 
hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: . . . .. 

Those who obey the command­
ments of God are not fearful. God 
takes care of them. They believe God's 
promises and feel an assurance in 
their heart that whatever happens 

will work out for their good. 
Fanny J. Crosby had this assur­

ance in her heart. She wrote the 
following song. Let's sing the song in 
praise to God for the assurance He 
gives each one who obeys His com­
mandments. -Charlotte Huskey 

Blessed Assurance 
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Bom of his Spirit, washed in his 

blood. 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my 

sight, 
Angels descending, bring from above, 
&hoes of mercy, whispers oflove. 

Perfect submission, aU is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with his goodness, lost in his 

love. 

Chorus: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior aU the day long. 

God's Lights 
Are you afraid at night? One time 

a girl asked her mother if the moon 
was God's light. 

"Yes," her mother answered.  
"Will God ever blow out His light 

and go to sleep?" she wanted to know 
next. 

Her mother said, "No, God's lights 
never go out. for God never sleeps. 
Even when we cannot see His lights, 
they are shining just the same." 

.. Well, then while God's awake I'm 
not afraid," was the girl's answer. 

Are you ever tempted to be afraid? 
It will help you to remember that God 
is always awake and that He has said, 
"Certainly I will be with thee." Exodus 
3: 12.  -selected 
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Our wonder, our transport, 
When Jesus we see. 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear His voice!" 

In later years, after she moved 
away from the school, Presidents 
Adam, Polk and Cleveland each vis­
ited her and listened to her poetry. 
Senator Henry Clay and other gov­
ernment officials also visited her. 

Not all of Fanny's life was fame 
and happiness. She was born in 1 820; 
her father died the following year. 
Then her mother was forced to work 
away from home, leaving Fanny to be 
cared for by her grandmother. 

Fortunately Fanny's grandmother 
took her task seriously and became 
eyes to blind Fanny. She described to 
Fanny what she saw or heard. She 
placed whatever she could in Fanny's 
hands so that Fanny could feel it  
while learning its color, size and shape. 
Fanny could describe the mocking 
bird, the red-headed woodpecker, the 
robin, the yellow warbler and many 
other birds. She knew the kinds of 
trees by feeling the bark and the 
shape of the leaf. She knew many 
things by their sound. 

Fanny hungered for knowledge 
and absorbed what she heard. Grand­
mother read the Bible to her often. By 
age ten she had memorized the first 
four books of the Bible, the book of 
Ruth and many Psalms and Prov­
erbs. She begged to attend school and 
prayed many years until God made it 
possible. After graduating from the 
Institute For The Blind she taught 
there for eleven years. 

Although Fanny loved books, she 
also loved to be outside. After she 
learned her way around the farm, she 
roamed the meadow alone, being care­
ful to stay away from the pond. She 
learned to ride her uncle's horse. to 

climb the rail fence and even walk on 
top of it. 

Fanny J.  Crosby was forty-four 
years old before she started writing 
songs. Historians estimate that she 
wrote more than 8,000 gospel songs. 
For several years she worked for a 
music publisher, writing three hymns 
each week. During this time she used 
200 pen names. Songs are still being 
discovered that were written by her 
under a pen ncune. Probably no other 
person has contributed as much to 
American gospel music as Fanny J .  
Crosby. 

She was often requested to write 
hymns. Sometimes a minister asked 
to have a song written about a certain 
subject or for a certain occasion. At 
other times musicians would first 
compose the music and then ask 
Fanny to write words to blend with 
the music. Mrs. Joseph Knapp. wife 
of the founder of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company, composed a tune 
and played it for Fanny . ..  What does 
this tune say?" she asked. 

.. Why that says. ·Blessed Assur­
ance Jesus is Mine,' " Fanny told her. 
Then Fanny wrote the beautiful words 
that Christians in many parts of the 
world are now singing. You can sing 
it, too. Find it on page 1 94 in the 
Evening Light Songs. 

Fanny J .  Crosby died at age 95. 
Inscribed on her tombstone are these 
words, "She has done what she could." 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1 998 Beautiful Way 

(Answers: 1 .  God will set them 
above all nations. 2. He will bless 
the storehouses, land and what­
ever they set their hands to do. 
3. Holy people. 4. Curses will 
come on them. 5. Yes, 6. Many 
will die, others will be scattered. 
7. Yes. 8. No. 9.  Yes.) 
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Rescue The Perishing 

If anyone ever had cause to be 
discouraged and depressed it was 
Fanny Crosby. She was only a baby 
when she was blinded accidentally. A 
country doctor applied a mustard 
poultice to her eyes causing her to 
lose her eyesight. 

Then while she was still a small 
child her father died. She married a 
blind musician. After his death she 
lived alone for thirty-two years. Yet 
this tiny, energetic woman was never 
bitter or gloomy. Although blind she 
was always ful l  of joy and enthusiasm 
until she died six weeks before her 
ninety-flfth birthday. When she was 
only eight-years-old Fanny wrote: 

Oh, what a happy soul am I, 
Altlwugh I cannot see, 

I am resolved that in this world 
Contented I will be. 

How many blessings I eryoy 
That other people don't 

To weep and sigh because I'm blind, 
I cannot, and I won't! 

Blind Fanny Crosby did not have 
a computer on which to quickly type 
out the hymns she wrote. She had to 
punch dots on paper to form letters. 
This took much time but Fanny 
worked faithfully. Sometimes God's 
Spirit flooded her mind with words so 
fast she could not get them punched 
out in Braille. She would then ask 

others to write for her. It is said that 
on one day three songs came to her 
mind at almost the same time. She 
kept repeating them to herself until a 
helper came. Then one by one she 
spoke the words as the helper wrote 
them down. 

Words for hymns often came to 
her mind because she was thinking 
and praying for sinners to be saved. 
Fanny once said, "Many of my hymns 
were written after experiences in New 
York mission work." 

The mission was a place where 
homeless people (mostly men in those 
years) could come and have supper 
and listen to an evangelistic message. 
Sitting in the mission that night Fanny 
remembered that Mr. Doane had sent 
her a theme for a new song, "Rescue 
the Perishing:· The words , "Rescue 
the perishing, care for the dying," 
kept running through her mind. At 
the same time she kept thinking that 
some young man in her audience 
must be rescued from satan that very 
day or he would be lost forever in hell. 
When Fanny arose to speak, she 
pleaded with the men to make peace 
with God that night. "If there is a boy 
present who has wandered from his 
mother's home and teaching, please 
come to me at the end of the service, "  
she said. 

A boy, eighteen-years-old, came 
f01ward when the service ended and 



Bring Them In 

Luke 14: 15-24 
15 And when one of them that sat at 
meat with [Jesus] heard these things, 
he said unto him, Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of 
God . 
16 Then said [Jesus] unto him, A 
certain man made a great supper, 
and bade many: 
17 And sent his servant at supper 
time to say to them that were bidden, 
Come; for all things are now ready. 
18 And they all with one consent 
began to make excuse. The first said 
unto him, I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must needs go and see 
it: I pray thee have me excused . 
19 And another said, I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove 
them: I pray thee have me excused. 
20 And another said, I have married 
a wife. and therefore I cannot come. 
21 So that servant came, and shewed 
his lord these things. Then the mas­
ter of the house being angry said to 
his servant, Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city .  and 
bring in hither the poor. and the 
maimed [crippled], and the halt [those 
who halt when they walk] . and the 
blind. 
22 And the servant said, Lord , it is 
done as thou hast commanded , and 
yet there is room. 
23 And the lord said unto the ser­
vant, Go out into the highways and 
hedges. and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled. 
24 For I say unto you, That none of 
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those men which were bidden shall 
taste of my supper. 
- - - - - - - - - - - -

The Message: Christ wants Chris­
tians to persuade others to Hve for 
Him. 
- - - - - - - - - - - -
Questions: 
1 .  What did the man prepare? 
2. Were many invited? 
3. Did some make excuses and not 

come'? 
4. Who was invited after the guests 

refused to come? 
5. Was there space for others after 

the blind, the lame and the poor 
had come in? 

6. How did the servants get the house 
filled? 

7. What sad thing happened to those 
who were invited first? 

8. Has Christ invited you to be saved? 
9. Do people have a second chance to 

be saved? 

THE WEAKEST SAINT 
Little Mary knelt every night 

at her bedside and prayed. 
Mother stood nearby. One night 
little Mary prayed longer than 
usual. Finally she arose. 

"Mary," asked Mother, "why 
did you pray so long tonight?" 

"Today in church we sang a 
song that said, 'Satan trembles 
when he sees the weakest saint 
upon his knees.' I wanted to 
make him tremble longer!" 

-Selected 

Verse to Memorize: 

So those servants went out into 
the highways, and gathered to­
gether all as many as they 
found, both bad and good: and 
the wedding was furnished with 
guests. 

Matthew 22: 10. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

Jesus told the following story to 
show us how important it is to invite 
others to know Christ as their Savior: 

One day a man said to his servant, 
"I want you to make a fine dinner. 
Invite plenty of guests so that my 
house will be filled." 

In those days there were no tele­
phones and the postal service was 
very poor indeed. His servant killed 
the animals and roasted the meat. 
They made fine breads and sweets. 
Then they set out to invite his friends 
and the neighbors. 

The first man they invited said, 
"Please ask your master to excuse 
me. I bought some land and today I 
am going to see it. ''The second person 
they invited said, "I pray thee, excuse 
me, for I have bought five pair of oxen 
and I am going right now to see how 
well they will work." The third man 
they invited said, "Haven't you heard? 
I just got married. I must stay home 
with mywife, therefore I cannot come." 
Everywhere they went the people 
made excuses and did not come. 

The servants told their master. 
Then he said, "I must have some 
guests. Go quickly into the streets 
and invite the poor, the crippled, the 
blind and all those who are rejected." 

The servants went out and brought 
in many guests but still the house 
was not ftlled. "Go again," the master 
said, "go out on the highway and 
invite strangers who are passing. Go 
into the hedges. Persuade everyone 
you see to come to my supper. I want 
my house full." 

This story shows very clearly 
Jesus' desiretoserve others. He wants 

to make them happy. He wants people 
to enjoy themselves. He knows, how­
ever, that people must get into His 
house, or His kingdom, to be truly 
happy. Outside of Jesus, there are 
many troubles. These troubles come 
from doing sinful things. 

The master's last command to his 
servants was to "go into the highways 
and hedges and compel them to come." 
This is the command Jesus is giving 
to us (His servants) today. We must 
not only invite our friends and family 
to know Jesus, we must also invite 
those we meet when we are traveling. 
We must go knocking on doors and 
visiting with the poor, the handi­
capped, the blind, those in hospitals, 
institutions and anywhere God im­
presses us to go. 

Jesus told this story to teach us 
that we must rescue the perishing. 

-Charlotte Huskey 

Rescue the Perishing 
Fanny J.  Crosby 

Rescue the perishing, 
Care for the dying, 
Snatch them in pity from sin and the 

grave; 
Weep o'er the erring one, 
Lift up the fallen, 
Tell them of Jesus the mighty to save. 

Tho' they are slighting him, 
Still he is waiting, 
Waiting the penitent chUd to receive. 
Plead with them earnestly, 
Plead with them gently; 
He willforgive if they only believe. 

Rescue the perishing, 
Duty demands it, 
Strength for thy labor the Lord wUl 

provide; 
Back to the narrow way 
Patiently win them; 
Tell the poor wand'rer a Savior has 

died. 
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said , "Did you mean me? I promised 
my mother to meet her in heaven but 
as I now am living that will be impos­
sible." 

There at the mission altar they 
knelt and prayed together. He re­
pented of the way he was living and 
promised to not sin again. After pray­
ing awhile, a new light shone in his 
eyes. He arose and said, "Now I can 
meet my mother in heaven, for I have 
found God." 

That night Fanny Crosby stayed 
awake until she had finished writing 
the song, "Rescue the Perishing." She 
gave the song to Mr. W. H. Doane and 
he put it to music. It was first pub­
lished in 1 870 in Doane's Songs of 
Devotion. 

Ira Sankey sang it often in the 
great Moody evangelistic campaigns 
in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century. It stirred souls and brought 
conViction and repentance to many. 

It was also used in missions 
throughout America. The following 
story shows how this song aroused 
conViction in a sinner. It comes from 
Bowery Mission: 

On a stormy night a dirty, un­
shaven drunkard staggered into the 
mission. He sank into a seat and 
gazed around as if wondering where 
he happened to be. "Rescue the Per­
ishing" and several other hymns were 
sung. From the expression on his 
face the leaders saw that his heart 
was opening. 

As the speaker was giving the 
message of Christ's love for sinners 
and His desire to rescue them from 
death and hell , he also spoke of his 
own experience of being saved from 
death on the battlefields. At one point 
he gave the name of the company in 
which he had served. At the close of 
the meeting, the drunkard staggered 
up to the speaker and in a slurred 
voice asked, "What years were you in 
the company you spoke about?" 

"Why all through the war," the 
speaker answered . 

"Do you remember the battle of 

____ ?" 
"I remember it perfectly." 
"Can you recall the name of the 

captain of your company at that time?' 
"Yes , h i s  n ame was 

"You are right," exclaimed the 
drunkard. "I am that man, your former 
captain ." He paused for a moment as 
ifbattling with embarrassment. "Now 
I'm a wreck. Drink has dragged me 
down until I've lost everything I had. 
I don't know what to do or where to 
tum for help. Can you save me?" 

"Well, I can't, but Jesus can," said 
the speaker. Then he instructed the 
old captain to confess his sins, forgive 
everyone, and promise to God that he 
would never take another drink. 

The old captain was saved that 
night. He often tells the story of how 
God used his former soldier to rescue 
his perishing soul. 

"Rescue the Perishing" ts one of 
the 8,000 hymns written by Fanny J .  
Crosby. I t  has been translated into 
many languages and sung in many 
nations around the world. 

Maybe you, too, would like to sing 
it. Find it on page 325 in the Evening 
Light Songs. 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1 998 Beautiful Way 

(Information taken from: Kenneth 
W.Osbeck, 101 Hymn Stories, Kregel 
Publishing, Grand Rapids, MI. 1 979. 
pp. 2 1 1 -2 1 2 .) 

(Answers: 1 .  A great supper. 2. Yes. 
3. Yes. 4. The poor. the maimed, the 
halt and the blind. 5. Yes. 6. By 
going into the highways and hedges 
and compelling others to come. 7. 
They were not allowed to taste the 
supper. 8. Answers will vary. 9. Some 
may but some may not. so we must 
surrender to Christ when He speaks 
to us.) 
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Take My Life And 
Let It Be 

The song, Take My Life Arid Let It 
Be, was the prayer of Frances Ridley 
Havergal long before she wrote it. 

Frances was born in Astley, En­
gland on December 14. 1835. Her 
father was pastor of a church and her 
mother a godly woman. They had 
family prayers and taught their chil­
dren to love and respect God. 

Mr. Havergal was well educated 
and knew several languages. He was 
also a fine musician and composed 
hundreds of hymns. However. all the 
money earned from the sale of songs 
was put back into the Lord's work. He 
showed Frances. by his example. to 
give all to Jesus. just as she says in 
the third verse of this song. lake my 
silver and my gold-nota might would 
I withhold." 

Frances studied at home. To the 
surprise of her parents. she learned 
to read while she was three-years­
old. Before her fifth birthday she 
learned to write and could read the 
Bible and some other books the fam­
ily owned. Soon after she learned to 
write she began writing poems. 
Frances had completed a book of 
poems when she was seven. She also 
had a great interest in music. 

Mr. and Mrs. Havergal recognized 
that their little '"Fanny". as they called 
her, had s.pecial gifts from God. 
Frances' parents were concerned 
about what might happen to. a child 
with such a brilliant mind. They were 
also concerned · about her unusual 
behavior. Sometimes she played with 
other children but many times. when 
they thought Frances was out play­
ing, she was in a comer reading a 
book, writing a poem or studying 
French. Itseemedshewanted to spend 
all her time studying. 

They often prayed that Frances 
would never grow proud and that she 
would always realize that her God 
had given her wisdom beyond her 
years. They prayed she would use her 
talents to the glory of God. 

Mrs. Havergal became seriously 
ill when Frances was eleven. She 
realized she might die and leave 
Frances without a mother's guidance 
so she gave her some advice that 
would help her throughout her life. 
She told Frances to give herself whole­
heartedly to the Lord Jesus and let 
Him use her talents. As she lay on her 
deathbed hardly able to speak, she 
said, •Remember, nothing but the 
precious blood of Jesus can make 
you clean and lovely in God's sight." 
Frances thought of the verse. '"But if 
we walk in the light as he is in the 
light, . . .  the blood of Jesus Christ his 



Matthews's Consecration 

Matthew 9:9; 10:1, 16, 18-20, 
22, 28, 32-33, 37-39 

9 And as Jesus passed forth from 
thence, he saw a man. named Mat­
thew, sitting at Lhe receipt of cus­
tom: and he saith unto him. Follow 
me. And he arose, and followed him. 
1 And when he had called unto 

him his twelve disciples. he gave 
them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all 
manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease. 
16 Behold. I send you forth as sheep 
in the midst of wolves: be ye there­
fore wise as serpents. and harmless 
as doves. 
18 And ye shall be brought before 
governors and kings for my sake, for 
a testimony against them and the 
GenWes. 
19 But when they deliver you up. 
take no thought how or what ye 
shall speak: for it shall be given you 
in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. 
20 For it is not ye that speak, but 
the $pirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you. 
22 And ye shall be hated of all men 
for my name's sake: but he that 
endureth to the end shall be saved. 
28 And fear not Lhem which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body 
i n  hell. 
32 Whosoever therefore shall con­
fess me before men. him will I con-
2 

fess also before my Father which is 
in heaven. 
33 But whosoever shall deny me 
before men. him will I also deny 
before my Father which is in heaven. 
37 He Lhat loveth father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me: 
and he that loveth son or daughter 
more than me is not worthy of me. 
38 And he that taketh not his cross. 
and followeth after me is not worthy 
of me. 
39 He that findeth his life shall lose 
it: and he Lhat loseth his life for my 
sake shall find it. 

Questions: 
1 .  Who did Jesus ask to follow him? 
2. Did Matthew obey Jesus? 
3. Did the disciples let Jesus take 

their Jives and do what He wanted 
with them? 

4. If they were brought before kings. 
would Jesus give them words to 
speak? 

5. Who were the disciples to fear? 
6. Who will Jesus confess before His 

Father? 
7. Are those worthy of Jesus who 

love their families more than Him? 
8. What will happen to those who 

are not willing for Jesus to take 
control of their lives? 

9. What will happen to those who 
lose their lives for Christ? 

Verse to Memorize 

I beseech you therefore, breth­
ren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable 
service. 

Romans 12:1. 



Let's f!fJ 
Talk . • • 

Matthew collected taxes for the 
Roman government. Tax collectors 
were harshly criticized in the· Gos­
pels. They were unpopular because 
they· could buy the right to collect . 
taxes in a distrtct for a flXed sum .. It 
was their business to collect that su:m 
and a little more as their profit. (The · 
Lion Encyclopedia OfThe Bible.) Most 
tax collectors were hated because 
they defrauded the people by col­
lecting far more taxes than were due 
like Zacchaeus did. Matthew, how­
ever, must have been fairly honest. 
for he was not required to .repay any­
one. 

Jesus saw Matthew sitting in his · 
tax office. He said, .  "Follow me." and 
Matthew left his .office and followed 
Jesus. 
, What a willing heart Matthew had . .  

God did not have to beg . .  Many ti¢es· 
Jesus has to deal hard with people to: 
cause them to be willing to follow· 
Him. Not Matthew. Pronto, he was up· 
and ready to go! And he followed' 
Jesus until his death. 

That is the kind of response Jesus 
wants from evexy Christian. To b� a 

. successful Christian we must be will­
ing to ·gt�e our all to Him. Except for 
Judas. e�ch Qf the apostles gave theii 

. all to Jesus. 
· 

. · He had control of their time� their 
· mind, their strength and evexything 
:, they hadr-money; houses and land. 
:· They lost their Jives for Jesus and 
. they found their lives in Jesus. Isn't it 

strange that a person can lose his life 
and gain it at the same time? 

Let each of us say to Jesus, "Take 
niy.life and let it be. consecrated Lord 
to thee. Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold." What­
ever you have, let Jesus have it an� 
He will bless you greatly. 

Now let us find number 239 in the 
Evening Light Songs and sing. -rake 
My Life And Let It Be"'

· 
by Franc�s 

Havergal, music by A. H. C. Malan. 
-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 

from 1998 Beautiful Way 

Take My Life And Let It Be 
1ake my life and let it be 

Consecrated. Lord. to thee; 
Take my hands, .and let them 

move 
At the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautijiLlfor thee; 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
Always, only for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be 
Filled

· 
with messages from thee; 

Take my silver and my gold; 
Not a mite would I wtt�ld. 

Take my will and make it thine; 
It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my· heart, it is thine own; 
It shall be thy royal throne." 

THE LORD
.
HATH NEED 

"Nobody seems to want me," s�d- a 
young girl forlornly. "I'm a cripple and 
in everybo4y's way." · . ·

· 
. 

. As she spoke to herself, she chanced 
· to be passing a book shop. Her eyes lit 
upon the words, "The Lord hath need." 

She repeated the words a number of 
times so· she would not forget them . 
When · she reached home she looked 
them up in her Bible. 

"Jesus once needed a donkey," she 
said. "Perhaps He wants me-a cripple . 
I'll a� Him." . 
. . Forty years later a lame Bible woman 

died-mourned by hundreds.ofpeople. 
That woman was once the little l�e 
girl. 

It does not matter who you are, the 
Lord needs you. If you will give your life 
to Him. He will use you for His glory in 
just the place where you can serve Him 
best, -selected 
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Son cleanseth us from all sin." I John 
1 :7. 

Three years after Frances' mother 
died her father put her in a gtrrs 
school. While attending this school 
she realized her need to surrender 
herself wholeheartedly to Jesus. Then 
is when she understood what her 
mother had meant. Finally she was 
able to let Jesus use her talents. 

Frances knew from studying lan­
guages that .. cleanseth" means .. to 
clean continually." This opened up 
hope for Frances. She had tried to be 
good but sometimes felt proud. was 
impatient or spoke angrily. Now she 
knew that Jesus would continually 
clean her if she continually walked in 
His light. 

Frances was so happy with salva­
tion that she wanted to help others, 
so while still only 14 she began teach­
ing a girl's Sunday school class in the 
church her father pastored. When 
her father remarried and they moved 
to Germany she set about to evange­
lize the children at the school she 
attended. 

Through this time Frances had 
continued to display musical talent. 
This thrilled Mr. Havergal, for he 
hoped one of his children would be­
come ahynm writer like himself. While 
he helped Frances learn Greek. her 
seventh language. (she could also 
read English. German. French. He­
brew. Latin and Welsh) he also helped 
her to put music to one of her poems. 
He showed it to Ferdinand Hiller who 
was greatly impressed and offered to 
teach her music. 

Now came one of the worst trials 
of Frances' life. She was offered a job 
as soloist with the Philhannontc So­
dety. Frances sang and loved it. Sing­
ing consumed most of her thoughts. 
Jesus became second in her life and 
God began to seem distant. One day 
she realized that her singing was 

becoming an idol. .. Oh, Jesus, if sing­
ing will hinder me from letting You 
have Your way in my life, please take 
my singing gift." France became sick 
and lost her beautiful voice. After two 
or three months ofillness. God healed 
her and gave her voice back. 

Long ago Frances had asked God 
to take her and do whatever He could 
with her life. Now she reconsecrated 
her time. talents, money. hands, voice 
and her love to God. "I just yielded 
myself to Him, and utterly trusted 
Him to keep me. Then I experienced 
the blessedness of true consecration," 
she wrote. 

Two months later she went away 
to Visit friends atAreley House. There 
were ten people in the home. Some 
were unhappy Christians: others had 
rejected God. Frances prayed "Lord, 
save everyone in this house." He did. 
Before she left every unsaved person 
had surrendered to God and every 
Christian was happy because they 
had asked God to take and use them. 
Frances was so happy she could not 
sleep. She praised God and thought 
of her consecration. The different 
verses of a song came to her mind. 
She wrote them down and later put 
music to them. 

-Charlotte Huskey. reprinted 
from 1998 Beauttful Way --- - - - - - - - - - - -
{Information from: RuthJohnsonJay. 
Christians You Should Know, Back to 
the Bible, 1960. Robert K. Brown and 
Mark R. Norton, The One Year Book of 
Hymns, Tyndale House, 1995.) 

(Answers: 1 .  Matthew. 2. Yes. 
3. Yes. 4. Yes. 5. Him who is 
able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 6. Those who con­
fess Him before men. 7. No. 
8. They will lose their (eternal) 
life. 9. They will find life.) 
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Singing 

. Messages from God are often 
learned through song. Many very 
young children learn that Jesus loves 
them from hearing the song, "Jesus 
Loves Me ... People who are not Chris­
tians have learned much about Jesus' 
birth by the songs they hear every 
year around Christmastime. Some­
times when a sermon will not reach a 
heart to bring about change. a song 
with the same message will. God gives 
many messages in song to His people. 
Singing has been a way of worshiping 
God since the early ages. The Israel­
ites sang praises to God after they 
escaped drowning in the Red Sea 
(Exodus 1 5: 1 ) .  When God instructed 
Moses to teach the people how to 
worship, He included singing. The 
singers sang day and night (I 
Chronicles 9:33) . Deborah and Barak 
sang of God's great goodness after 
Jabin. king of Canaan. was delivered 
into their hands (Judges 5: 1 -3 1) .  King 
David wrote many. many songs. These 
have been preserved for us in the 
Book of Psalms. King Solomon wrote 
the Songs of Solomon which illus­
trate the love of God for His church 
and the love a Christian has for God. 
Jesus also sang with His disciples 
(Mark 1 4:26). In prison, Paul and 
Silas sang praises to God at mid-

night. then an earthquake shook the 
prison doors open (Acts 1 6:25) .  

God's Word instructs believers to 
sing. In Ephesians 5: 1 8- 1 9 Paul in­
structs: .. . . .  be filled with the Spirit; 
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs. singing 
and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord. ''Then he wrote to the church 
at Colosse: "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one an­
other in psalms and hymns and spiri­
tual songs. singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord." Colossians 3: 1 6. 
From the very beginning of the Church 
of God. singing hymns has been an 
important part of worship service. 

In America's pioneer days singing 
was a great aide in the Church's 
outreach. Evangelists traveled in 
horse-drawn wagons, boats. trains. 
on horseback and by foot to spread 
the truth. In 1 886, Daniel S. Warner 
organized a group of young singers 
who traveled with him for five years. 
They were Nancy Kigar (soprano) . 
Frances Miller (alto) , Barney E. War­
ren (Bass) and Sarah Smith (high 
tenor). Warner. when not occupied 
with other duties. also sang tenor. 
They sang wherever they went-in 
the trains. train stations, cafes, ho­
tels. boarding homes, in parks and on 
street comers. They sang in the horse-



Singers Won The Battle 

II Chronicles 20:12-24 

12 0 our God. wilt thou not judge 
them? for we have no might against 
this great company that cometh 
against us: neither know we what to 
do: but our eyes are upon thee. 
13 And all Judah stood before the 
Lord. with their little ones. their wives. 
and their children. 
14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of 
Zechariah, .. .  a Levite of the sons of 
Asaph, came the spirit of the Lord in 
the midst of the congregation; 
15 And he said. Hearken ye, all 

Judah. and ye inhabitants of Jerusa­
lem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, 
Thus saith the Lord unto you. Be not 
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this 
great multitude; for the battle is not 
yours, but God's. 
16 To-morrow go ye down against 
them: behold. they come up by the 
cliff of Ziz: and ye shall find them at 
the end of the brook, before the wil­
demess of Jerucl. 
17 Ye shall not need to fight in this 
battle: set yourselves. stand ye still. 
and see the salvation of the Lord . . .  O 
Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor 
be dismayed: to-morrowgoout against 
them: for the Lord will be with you. 
18 And J ehoshaphat bowed his head 
with his face to the ground: and all 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa­
lem fell before the Lord. worshipping 
the Lord. 
19 And the Lcvitcs . . . .  stood up to 
praise the Lord God of Israel with a 
loud voice on high. 
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20 And they rose early in the mom­
ing. and went forth into the wilder­
ness ofTekoa: and as they went forth. 
Jehoshaphat stood and said. Hear 
me. 0 Judah. and ye inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; Believe in the Lord your 
God. so shall ye be established; be­
lieve his prophets. so shall ye pros­
per. 
21 And when he had consulted with 
the people. he appointed singers unto 
the Lord, . . .  that should praise the 
beauty of holiness, as they went out 
before the army, and to say. Praise 
the Lord; for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 
22 And when they began to sing and 
to praise, the Lord set ambushments 
against the children of Ammon, Moab, 
and mounl Seir, which were come 
against Judah; and they were smit­
ten. 
23 For the children of Ammon and 
Moab stood up against the inhabit­
ants of mount Seir. .. to slay and de­
stroy them: and when they had made 
an end of the inhabitants of Seir. 
every one helped to destroy another. 
24 And when Judah came toward 
the watch tower in the wildeme�s. 
they looked unto the multitude. and. 
behold, they were dead bodies fallen 
to _the earth, and none escaped. 

The Messa�e: Sin�in� is as impor­
tant in winnine our spiritual battles 
as it was in this �reat victory. 

llllllllllt Ill II 11111111111111111111111111 
(Look for "Questions" on page 3.) 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Verse to Memorize: 

Serve the Lord with gladness: 
come before his presence with 
singing. 

Psalm 100:2. 



Let's & ... 
. 

Talk . • • 

King Jehoshaphat prayed, "Oh, 
God in heaven, in Thy hand is there 
not power and might? And did You 
not say when we cry unto Thee in our 
trouble that Thou wilt hear and help? 
Three nations are coming to destroy 
us. Help! We have no might against 
such a multitude of warriors." 

Jehoshaphatwas king of the small 
nation of Judah. He called his people 
to come and pray for God's help. They 
came with their wives and children 
and were standing in silent prayer 
pleading for God's help as their king 
prayed aloud. 

God heard their humble cry and 
sent His spirit on His servant, 
Jahaziel. Jahaziel stood up and said, 
"Listen, everyone. Do not be afraid 
because of this great multitude. The 
battle is not yours, but God's. To­
morrow you must go down against 
them but you will not need to fight. 
Just stand still and see God save us." 

When King Jehoshaphat heard 
this, he bowed his face to the ground. 
Everyone except the Levites fell to the 
ground in worship. The Levites stood 
and praised God in loud voices. 

On the way to the attack 
Jehoshaphat stopped and encour­
aged his men. Then he appointed 
singers to praise the beauty of holi­
ness and say, "Praise the Lord for His 
mercy endureth forever." 

When the singers began to sing. 
the enemy started attacking each 
other and soon destroyed themselves. 
Many battles have been won through 
singing. The singing group that ac­
companied Bro. Warner was a power­
ful instrument in God's hands. They 
had many adventures as they trav-

eled over the countryside singing the 
beautiful songs God inspired them to 
write and preaching the good news of 
salvation. -Charlotte Huskey 

The following song, written by 
Barney Warren, is sung in many 
churches. 

It Is Truly Wonderful 
He pardoned my transgressions. 

He sanctifted my soul; 
He honors my confessions. 

Since by His b1ood 1'm whole. 

He brings me through affliction, 
He leaves me not alone; 

He's with me in temptation, 
He keeps me for His own. 

He keeps me fum and faithful, 
His love I do enjoy; 

For this I shall be grateful 
And live in His employ. 

It is truly wonderful what the Lord 
has done, 

It is truly wonderful. 
It is truly wonderful: 

It is truly wonderful what the Lord 
has done. 

Glory to His name. 
Oh, that we could reason less 

about our troubles and sing and praise 
morel There are thousands of things 
that we wear as shackles which we 
might use as instruments with music 
in them, if we only knew how! 
Qestions: 
1 .  Were the people afraid to go against 

the great company? 
2. Where did they go for help? 
3. Who would take charge of the 

battle? 
4. In what two ways did the people 

worship God? 
5. How would the people be estab­

lished? 
6. Who did Jehoshaphat appoint to 

go with the army? 
7. What were the singers to say? 
8. What happened when the singers 

began to sing? 
9. Who destroyed their enemies? 

3 



drawn wagons as they traveled from 
place to place. 

When this group held their first 
evangelical meeting at Walkerton, 
Indiana, a theatrical group was in the 
town. Most of the town's people were 
flocking to the meeting; only a few 
were going to the theater. To attract 
more people to the theater, the theat­
rical group came to the meeting place 
and played instrumental music just 
outside the building. Warner was 
having to shout his sermon to be 
heard above the music. Then he 
stopped abruptly and said, "Sing a 
song." Nancy Kigar began singing and 
the others joined her. The musicians 
left. The people stayed and the service 
continued. 

At one · time this singing group 
traveled on The Floating Bethel. It was 
a chapel boat built by George T. 
Clayton and used on the Ohio River. 
They stopped at most towns and cit­
ies on both sides of the river. As soon 
as the boat was safely anchored the 
singers gathered on the flat roof of the 
cabin and sang. Great crowds as­
sembled and this gave a fine opportu­
nity to announce a meeting. Many 
congregations were raised up in towns 
along the Ohio River. 

Most of the songs that this group 
sang were new. They had messages 
other hymns did not have. D .S .  
Warner and h i s  co-worker, J .  C.  
Fisher, had just printed Songs ofVic­
tory. It contained 94 hymns written 
mostly by Warner and Fisher. During 
the five years of traveling with this 
singing group. Warner wrote many 
other songs. Barney Warren arranged 
the tunes and harmony for many of 
these. Barney and many others in the 
church were also writing songs at 
that time. (W. Dale Oldham, in Our 
Church Musicians says that Barney 
furnished the Church with 7,000 
songs.) These early songwriters put 
Bible truths into their songs. In this 

way the truths of God's Word were 
sung as well as preached. Fisher said 
in the preface of Songs ofVictory, "It is 
a fact, well known . . .  that the hymns of 
the past fail to express the glorious 
light and liberty, grace, truth and 
power, the free and holy Church has 
attained in this blessed evening light. 
Hence the Lord has marvelously given 
us these new songs that we may more 
fully sing the joy and victory we have 
in the Lord Jesus Christ." Most of 
these songs can be found in the 
Evening Light Songs. 

Yes. hymns in the Evening Light 
Songs have a message from God. They 
were sung with inspiration from the 
Holy Spirit. They were the topic of 
daily conversation in every commu­
nity that heard them. Let us sing 
them with our whole heart, soul. mind 
and strength! 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1 998 Beautiful Way 

(Information taken from: Byers, Birth 
Of A Reformation, Life and Labors· of 
D.S. Warner, Faith Publishing House. 
Guthrie OK. Reprinted from 192 1  edi­
tion. Kathleen D. Buehler, Heavenly 
Songs, Warner Press, Inc. Anderson. 
IN, 1993. John W. V. Smith, The Quest 
for Holiness and Unity, Warner Press, 
Inc. Anderson, IN . 1980. C.E. Brown, 
When the Trumpet Sounded. The Warner 
Press, Anderson, IN, 195 1 .  W. Dale 
Oldham, in "OurChurchMusician"found 
in The First Century edited by Barry L. 
Callen, Warner Press, Inc. 1979, pp. 67 

and 263.) 

(Answers: 1.  Yes. 2. To the Lord . 
3 .  The Lord. 4. They bowed on the 
ground and stood up to praise 
God. 5. By believing in the Lord. 
6. Singers. 7. "Praise the Lord; for 
his mercy endureth for ever." 8. 
The Lord set ambushments 
against the enemy. 9. The en­
emies destroyed themselves.) 
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Everlasting Joy 
Daniel Warner stood on a large 

soap box on a street comer in New 
Washington. He heard a slurred voice 
saying, '"Thafs my boy, isn't he a 
great chap?" 

Daniel turned to see his father 
smiling. It was one of the few times 
that he had seen his father smile at 
him. Usually he was drunk and curs­
ing or railing because Daniel wasn't 
strong enough to work as long or as 
hard as his older brothers. Mr. Warner 
was a staunch democrat and today 
he was happy to hear Daniel discuss­
ing the political advantages the Demo­
crats were promising for Ohio. 

Daniel often gave speeches. He 
was usually placed near the end of 
the school programs. After all the 
boring pieces had been recited, he 
would step to the podium and have 
the audience in a riot of laughter 
within minutes. Then everyone went 
away happy after the school program. 

He also loved music and learned 
to dance. As soon as he was old 
enough to go to dances, he danced 
and danced , sometimes almost all 
night. Drink often accompanied danc­
ing in those days as it does today. but 
Daniel had seen alcohol ruin his fa­
ther so he refused any intoxicating 
drinks. 

There were two churches in New 
Washington-a Catholic and a 

Lutheran. The Warner family did not 
attend either. Mrs. Warner was ·a 
Pennsylvania German with a deeply 
rooted faith in God. She taught her 
family to fear God and love their neigh­
bors. Daniel felt about his mother as 
Abraham Lincoln did about his. Lin­
coln said, "All I am, all I hope to be, I 
owe to my angel mother . . .I remember 
my mother's prayers. They have al­
ways followed me. They have clung to 
me all my life." 

The people who went to church. 
dipped, chewed and smoked tobacco. 
They drank and danced. This dis­
couraged Daniel from becoming a 
Christian. He thought Christians 
should act like Christ. He did not act 
as Christ. therefore he told others he 
was an atheist. He said there was no 
God. He danced and played and did 
as the others in his community but 
he would not go to church. 

His love for music, however, drew 
him to attend Sunday afternoon 
singtngs. These were held in homes. 
but mostly religious songs were sung. 
Daniel joined in the singing and be­
fore long he began feeling differently 
about God. The words of the songs 
stayed in his mind. Conviction grew 
so strong that he quit going to dances. 
He even attended a cottage prayer 
meeting where he got a good lesson 
but not from the preacher. A man 
sitting nearby. who loved tobacco, 
tried to hide his face while he bit off a 



Rejoice In The Lord 

Matthew 1 1 :28-30 
28 Come unto me. all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me: for I am meek and lowly 
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. 
30 For my yoke- is easy. and my 
burden is light. 

Philippians 4:4-10 
4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 

again I say, Rejoice. 
5 Let your moderation be known 

unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
6 Be careful for nothing: but in 

every thing by prayer and supplica­
tion with thanksgiving let your re­
quests be made known unto God. 
7 And the peace of God, which 

passeth all understanding. shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest. whatsoever things are 
just. whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso­
ever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise. think on these things. 
9 Those things, which ye have both 

learned, and received. and heard, and 
seen in me. do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you. 
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, 
that now at the last your care of me 
hath nourished again; wherein ye 
were aJso careful. but ye lacked op­
portunity. 
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I John 5:4 
4 For whatsoever is born of God 

overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world. 
even our faith. 

Isaiah 5 1 : 1 1  
1 1  Therefore the redeemed o f  the 
LORD shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion; and everlastingjoy 
shall be upon their head: they shall 
obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow 
and mourning shall flee away. 

Romans 14:17 
17 For the kingdom of God is not 
meat and drink; but righteousness. 

. and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

r - - - - - - - - - - - ., 
1 The Messate: Anyonewhowill 1 

I 
let Jesus be Lord and follow 
His instruction can have I 

I everlastine joy. I 
.. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  .. 
Questions: 
l .  What did Jesus promise to those 

who come to Him? 
2. Is the burden of Jesus heavy or 

light? 
3. How often are we to rejoice in the 

Lord? 
4. Is the Lord always near? 
5. What should always accompany 

our requests to God? 
6. What will keep our hearts and 

minds? 
7. Must a Christian control what he 

thinks about? 
8. Namesomethingswe should think 

about. 
9. Will we have everlasting joy if we 

think only on good things? 

Verse to Memorize 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: 
and again I say, Rejoice. 

Philippians 4:4. 



Let's � 
Talk . • • 

Have you ever bied to cany some­
thing heavy? It is hard, isn't it? If we 
do wrong our spirit feels sad and is 
heavy. It carries a heavy load of guilt. 
The only way to get rid of this heavy 
load is to tell God you are sony for 
doing the wrong. Jesus said, .. Come 
to me and I will give you rest ... Jesus 
will take away the heavy feeling and 
make you feel light and free again. 
Then you Will have everlasting joy. 

Alter we have come to Jesus and 
are saved, there are things we can do 
to keep that joy. Let us carefully 
study the scriptures in Philippians 
4:4- 10 and see how we can help our­
selves keep this joy. 

Verse four instructs us to rejoice 
always. It is saying, .. Look on the 
happy side of things. Don't let your 
Iilind think about sad things. Think 
only of the good things." 

Verse five tells us to be moderate. 
Having self-control is being moder­
ate. We must eat good foods and not 
many of those high in fats and sug­
ars. Many people are unhappy be­
cause they are almost as wide as they 
are tall. Many of these people smile 
and laugh to cover up how miserable 
they feel. Years ago a song was popu­
lar which said, .. Smiling on the out­
side, but crying on the inside ... If we 
are careful about what we eat and 
how much we eat we can be smiling 
on the outside and the inside. 

We must sleep enough but not be 
lazy. Not enough sleep will make a 
person irritable. Being irritable will 
cause embarrassment or maybe a 
stumped toe if we get angry and 'ltick 
the wrong things. (Have you ever done 

that?) Just control yourself and you 
will be moderate and happy. 

Verse 6 says we must thank God 
for the good and pray about the things 
that trouble us but not wony about 
them. If everything seems bad, stop 
and think for awhile and you will 
remember some good things hidden 
under your troubles. Thank God first 
then ask for help. If we will do this, 
God has promised in verse seven that 
His peace will keep our minds and 
hearts. 

The next verse, number eight, gives 
us a job to do. It tells us what to think 
about. It is hard work to keep unholy 
thoughts out of our minds. Our minds 
are like gardens in which an enemy is 
daily planting weed seeds. It is like 
the following story: 

n.vo men got contracts from the 
city of Los Angeles to landscape along 
portions of new freeways in the city. 
One man wanted both contracts. At 
night he drove around the freeways 
throwing weed seeds in among the 

flowers, grass and small shrubs his 
competitor had planted. The weeds 
grew fast. The competitor had to hire 
extra men to get the weeds out and it 
cost so much he went bankrupt. 

The devil sows evil thoughts in 
our mind because he wants to ruin 
us. He will win if we let our minds stay 
on the things he plants there. We 
must be constantly throwing out these 
thoughts and replacing them with 
true. honest. pure, lovely thoughts. 
We can win if we obey this scripture 
and think on good things. 

This scripture also instructs us to 
give if we are to have everlasting joy. 
Give our smiles to cheer the sad. Give 
our strength to help the weak. Give 
our money. clothes and food to help 
the poor. Give our all to Jesus. He will 
lift our heavy loads and give us ever­
lasting joy! 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1 998 Beautiful Way 
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plug of it. Daniel decided that using 
tobacco was a sin since the man tried 
to hide wh.at he was· doing. 

Months . passed, conviction wore 
away and Daniel · started dancing 
again. Now he seemed iess concerned 
about doing right. One night he 
danced until 2:00 a.m. Plis mother 
was waiting for him when he returned 
home. "How far will your sins take 
you. Daniel. Sidney Warner?" she 
asked. "Samantha is at the point of 
death and you're kicking up your 
heels. You should be home praying 
for her." Mother scolded and rea­
soned with Daniel for a long time. 
After she left him alone Daniel thought 
about all she had said. He saw how 
terrible he had been. Then he slid out 
of bed and onto his knees. He prayed.  

Not long after that he went with 
friends to• a meeting irt the school 
house. On the way home one friend 
asked, "Daniel. what do you think of 
this religion?" 

· 'Tm going to find out about it,·· he 
answered. 

His friends were sure that Daniel 
was planning a prank. They were 
surprised the following evening when 
Daniel went forward and knelt at the 
altar. 

Daniel felt the everlasting joy in 
his heart. He did not write the song, 
.. Everlasting Joy" at the time but it 
expresses his feelings that evening. 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way 
(Information taken fromA.L. Byers, Birth 
of a Reformation, Faith Publishing 
House. Guthrie, OK, p 19.  and C. E. 
Brown, When the Trumpet Sounded. 
Warner Press. Anderson IN, 195 1 .) 

Everlasting Joy 
Can the spirit of a mortal 

Live beyond the reach of trouble? 
Knowing not a painful struggle, 

Ever joyful in the Lord? 

He who is our great sa:vation, 

And our high and strong munition, 

Is to us a full fruition 

Of his peace and endless joy. 

I no trouble and no sorrow 

See today; nor will / borrow 

Gloomy vision for the morrow; 

In my Jesus all is bright . .  

To my soul all grace is given, 

And all gloom afar is driven: 
Walking in the light of heaven, 

All is everlasting peace. 

Jesus bids be joyful ever, 
He himself the wondrous Giver, 

Flows within, a constant river, 

And my spirit must rejoice. 

I presume everybody has known saints 
whose lives were just radiant. Joy beamed out 
of their eyes; joy bubbled over their lips; joy 
seemed to fairly run from their fingertips. 
You could not come in contact with them 
without having a new light come into your 
own life. They were like electric batteries 
charged with joy. 

If you look into the eyes of such radiantly 
happy persons you will fmd that every one is 
a man or woman who spends a great deal of 
time alone with God in prayer. God is the 
source of all joy and if we come into contact 
with Him, His infinite joy comes into our 
lives. 

Would you like to be a radiant Christian? 
You may be ! Spend time in prayer. You 
cannot be a radiant Christian in any other 
way. Prayer makes God r�al. If you take time 
for prayer you will have a real, living God and 
if you have a living God you will have a 
radiant life. -Dr. R. A. Torrey 

(Answers: 1 .  He promised rest. 
2. Light. 3. Always. 4. Yes. 
5. Thanksgiving. 6. The peace of 
God. 7. Yes. 8. We should think 
abou

.
t things that are true, hon­

est, just, pure, lovely. of good 
report and virtuous. 9. Yes.) 
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Perishing Souls At Stake 

Horse-drawn wagons rattled over 
Ohio's dusty roads as people came to 
the meeting in Jerry City. The harvest 
rush was over and the women had 
most of their fruits and vegetables 
stored away forwinter. Now they could 
relax and enjoy the cool September 
evenings. 

D.S. Warner saw C. Ogan as he 
stepped from his wagon. "You look 
like you might not feel well," Warner 
said to Ogan after they had greeted. 
"My soul has been challenged by a 
vision," Ogan answered . ..  Last evening 
God appeared to me. He was holding 
a large banner on which was written, 
'Perishing Souls At Stake . ·  Bro . 
Warner, the Church must do more to 
help perishing souls escape the flames 
of belli" 

"My soul is also burdened with an 
awful sense of perishing souls at 
stake," Warner answered. "In about 
all the meetings this fall the same 
great burden has come upon our 
souls for men and women of God to go 
forth and hold up the light of His 
saving truth." 

What a solemn feeling settled over 
the meeting. Warner pleaded for work­
ers to go into the vineyard of the Lord. 
He said, "Oh ye that have the real fire 
of God in your souls, can you tany at 
home to watch a few earthly effects 

when there is such a sore famine in 
all the land? You who have found the 
true salvation of Christ Jesus are the 
only ones that can bring the living 
bread to others. 

"Messages learned in college will 
not do. Babylon priests are full of 
darkness. They cannot do the job a 
saint full of light can do. Oh. how sad 
this world with no Gospel but the 
wretched stuff given by Babylonian 
priests! 

"Souls are dying all around. Oh! If 
you have any gratitude in your hearts 
for what Christ has done for you go 
and tell others. Some will surely re­
ceive the joyful tidings. Most every­
where there are at least one or two 
HONEST souls who long for the light. 

"Can YOU stay at home working 
for the sordid dust of the earth and let 
them perish? Oh, fly to the rescue, 
don't delay; bring the needy to Jesus 
Christ!" 

Hearts were melted. When Warner 
finished preaching, many fled to the 
altar. They cried. They prayed. They 
laid everything at Jesus' feet. Their 
lives, their homes. their jobs, their 
farms were placed on the altar for 
God to use as He wanted. 

"God has commissioned me to go 
into His vineyard," Bro. Ogan testi­
fied. "I am breaking all earthly ties 
and will be giving all my time to the 
Lord's work." 



The Rich Man Perished 

Luke 16:19-28 
19 There was a certain rich man. 
which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen. and fared sumptuously every 
day: 
20 And there was a certain beggar 
named Lazarus. which was laid at his 
gate. full of sores. 
21 And desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's 
table: moreover the dogs came and 
licked his sores. 
22 And it came to pass. that the 
beggar died, and was carried by the 
angels into Abraham's bosom: the 
rich man also died. and was buried; 
23 And in hell he lift up his eyes. 
being in torments. and seethAbraham 
afar off. and Lazarus in his bosom. 
24 And he cried and said, Father 
Abraham. have mercy on me. and 
send Lazarus. that he may dip the tip 
of his finger in water. and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame. 
25 But Abraham said. Son, remem­
ber that thou in thy lifetime receivedst 
thy good things. and likewise Lazarus 
evil things: but now he is comforted. 
and thou art tormented. 
26 And beside all this, between us 
and you there is a great gulf fixed: so 
that they which would pass from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they 
pass to us. that would come from 
thence. 
27 Then he said. I pray thee there­
fore. father. that thou wouldest send 
him to my father's house: 
28 For I have five brethren; that he 

2 

may testify unto them. lest they also 
come into this place of torment. 

Luke 13:2-5 
2 And Jesus answering said unto 

them. Suppose ye that t h e s e  
Galilaeans were sinners above al l  the 
Galilaeans. because they suffered 
such things? 
3 I tell you. Nay: but. except ye 

repent. ye shall all likewise perish. 
4 Or those eighteen. upon whom 

the tower in Siloam fell, and slew 
them, think ye that they were sinners 
above all men that dwelt in Jerusa­
lem? 
5 I tell you. Nay: but. except ye 

repe;1t. ye shall all likewise perish. 

The Mess�e: We must share the 
eospel with our family. friends. 
neiehbOis and straneers so they 
will not perish. 

Questions: 
1 .  Did both the rich man and Lazarus 

die? 
2. Where was the rich man after he 

died? 
3. Where was Lazarus after he died? 
4. What did the rich man want 

Lazarus to do? 
5. Could Abraham or Lazarus help 

the rich man? 
6. Were the Galilaeans sinners above 

others? 
7. On how many did the tower of 

Siloam fall? 
8. Did this happen because they were 

terrible sinners? 
9. What will happen to all who do not 

repent? 

Verse to Memorize 

... Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every crea­
ture. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be 
damned. 

Mark 16:15-16. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

.. Please. Father Abraham, please 
send Lazarus to bring me one drop of 
water to cool my tongue," said the rich 
man. He was in hell and he thought 
just one drop would feel so good. 

Abraham answered sadly, "He can­
not come to help you. There is a great 
gulf between you and us. No one from 
here can go where you are, neither can 
anyone from you come here." 

.. 1 am so tormented in this flame!" 
the rich man moaned. 

.. Remember," Abraham said, "you 
had a beautiful home, plenty to eat 
and fine clothing to wear. Lazarus lay 
in the dirt by your gate. He was so 
hungry he would have appreciated 
even your crumbs. You ignored him 
but the dogs had compassion and 
cleaned his sores. Now he has comfort 
and you . . . ... 

.. 1 know. I know, but please ssend 
him back to my father's house to warn 
my five brothers so they won't do as I 
have done." 

.. Your brothers have God's com­
mandments which Moses wrote. They 
have all the warning of the prophets. 
They can he saved if they obey what 
the prophets and Moses said." 

.. That's not enough . Fath er 
Abraham. but if someone came back 
from the dead and told them how 
awful this torment is. they would 
change their ways." 

"It isn't true," Abraham said. 'Those 
who will not obey God's com­
mandments that they know will not 
listen to someone who has died and is 
alive again." 

The rich man had his chance to do 
right and be at peace after death. He 
had God's Word and could have obeyed 

it. He did not; so his soul perished . 
There are many other souls about 

to perish just as the rich man. There 
are also many others who have not 
had an opportunity to know God and 
obey His commandments. We must do 
all we can to help souls be at peace 
with God. Then they will be at peace 
after death as Lazarus is . 

Some do not have God's Word . 
There are thousands of languages in 
which the Bible has not been printed. 
Maybe the Lord wants you to be a 
Bible translator. Thousands of others 
do not have a Bible although there are 
Bibles printed in their language. What 
are you doing to help others have a 
Bible? 

There are thousands of people who 
have a Bible but are not reading or 
obeying it. What are you doing to 
encourage your friends and neighbors 
to read and obey God's Word? There 
are still others who have been mis­
guided and are sinning and thinking 
they are fme. What are you doing to 
help these people see the dangers in 
how they are living? 

Every saved person should be help­
ing someone else know Jesus as their 
personal Savior. You may begin help­
ing others by praying for someone who 
is not saved. You may tell your friends 
about how Jesus is blessing you. (Per­
hapsyou lost something and He helped 
you to find it. Maybe you asked Jesus 
to help you make a good grade.) 

Being kind and helpful will help 
them see how Jesus is working in you. 
Ifyou love Jesus with all your heart. it 
will show and others will realize you 
have something they need. Do every 
day what Jesus would do and you will 
be helping others to not perish. 

-charlotte Huskey 

(Answers: 1 .  Yes. 2. He was in hell. 
3. In Abraham's bosom. 4. To 
bring a drop of water to cool his 
tongue. 5. No. 6. No. 7. On 
eighteen. 8. No. 9. They will per­
ish.) 
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Several were called that day and 
went forth seeking perishing souls at 
stake. 

In the evening, Warner wrote in 
his diary: 

September 19 ,  1 885 
"We pray that all whom this day 

confessed the call of God may go for­
ward lest that ·woe is me ' be upon 
them and perishing souls be lost for 
whom the blessed Savior died. " 

The blessing of this meeting and 
the vision of C. Ogan of Latty, Ohio, 
inspired D. S. Warner to write the 
words of"Perishing Souls." A.L. Byers 
wrote the music. The tune may be 
unfamiliar because the song is not 
sung often, but you can read the 
words. You will find this song on page 
327 of the Evening Light Songs. 

-charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way 

(Information taken from: A. L. 
Byers, Birth Of A Reformation, Faith 
Publishing House. Rreprint from 
1 92 1 .  p 391.) 

PERISHING SOULS 
Perishing souls at stake today! 
Says the banner of Christ unfurled; 
Pleading in love for help to save 
Blood-bought sinners all o'er the 
world . 

Perishing souls at stake we see, 
Yet the Savior has died for all; 
Go and invite them earnestly, 
Some will surely obey the call. 

Perishing souls at stake, go tell 
What the Savior has done for you; 
How he redeemed thy soul from hell, 
And is able to save them too. 

Chorus: 
Perishing souls at stake, my brother, 
What is all this world beside? 
Perishing souls at stake, my brother, 
For whom the blessed Savior died; 
Perishing souls, Perishing souls. 
Oh, who will help to save the lost? 

The Little Girl's Penny 

Over seventy years ago a little girl. 
who knew and loved the Lord Jesus. 
longed to spread His Name among 
those who did not know Him. She 
gave a Christian missionary a penny 
to help to spread the Gospel among 
the Burmese, to whom this man was 
goingwith theWord oflife. That penny 
was all that the dear child could give; 
it was all that she possessed and it 
was given from her heart. 

The missionary remembered the 
child's penny while in that far-ofT 
land and he invested it in the Name of 
the Lord by purchasing a Gospel tract 
with it. That tract was given to a 
young Burmese chief and followed by 
prayer. He could not read it but his 
desire to know the meaning of the 
words of the little tract became so 
strong that he traveled two hundred 
and fifty miles to get someone to read 
it to him. 

God spoke to the heart of this 
young chief through the words as he 
heard them read. He believed the 
Gospel and was converted to God. 
Then he returned to his people and 
began to tell them what the Lord had 
done for his soul. 

He invited missionaries to come 
and preach to his people and many 
heard the Word, received the Saviour, 
and became true and devoted follow­
ers of the Lord Jesus. 

All this sprang from the little girl's 
penny, given for Jesus' sake, with the 
desire to spread His Gospel among 
the lost. 

How great a fire this little spark 
kindled! How vast the growth from 
this tiny seed! A little done by a saved 
one. even though a child, if done for 
Christ may have great results. If you 
are saved . go, and do likewise! 

-selected 

(Look for "Answers" on page 3.) 
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Sing It Again 

"Will you please sing more?" the 
people pleaded. Many had gathered 
and were listening through the open 
door of the wood framed hotel in St. 
James, Missouri. Men in bibbed over­
alls and women in long skirts had 
already come into town-perhaps to 
avoid the blistering July sun. 

"When bre&kfast is finished we 
will sing for you in the parlor," said 
D. S. Warner, a middle-aged man 
dressed in the ministerial garb of 
1 880. After breakfast Warner and his 
singing group, Barney Warren, Nancy 
Kigar, Francis Miller and Mother Sa­
rah Smith sang. The crowd kept grow­
ing until the hotel lobby and adjoin­
ing parlors were filled. Each time the 
group stopped singing, someone 
shouted, "Sing again." So they sang, 
and sang and sang. 

After they were exhausted, Warner 
said, "Now let us worship God." He 
opened his Bible and read. Then he 
invited everyone to bow and pray. 
There was hardly room for everyone 
to bow, but some did. 

Soon after prayer a stranger ap­
peared. "Why all the people around 
here?" he asked. 

"Your people have come," a man 
answered. "I never heard such sing­
ing." 

The newcomer worked his way 
through the crowd and extended his 
hand to Warner. "I'm J.  H. Morrison. 
I've come to take you to a camp ground 
on the Merrimac River where we will 
have the meeting. It's about ten miles 
away." 

"How about giving us a meeting 
here?" several shouted at the same 
time. The hotel owner stepped for­
ward, "I'll keep you as long as you will 
stay." Another man spoke, "Let's see 
if we can use the Methodist church 
building." 

The Methodist pastor had come to 
the hotel "to see about the Pentecost 
fire that had come to town." They 
asked to use his building. He an­
swered, "I am starting a meeting to­
night." 

"Maybe we could get the rink. 
We'll have a crowd," another sug­
gested. "Let us know so we can tell 
them now, and they'll get the word 
around." 

"We'll have meeting here tonight." 
Warner answered. Three or four 
women attended the Methodist meet­
ing while Warner and his group sang 
and preached in a large hall crammed 
with listeners. 

The following morning they headed 
to the Merrimac River to set up camp. 
C. C. Knight from Fulton, Illinois had 
come with a tent and equipment. 



Helping Others 
Know Jesus 

Word Meanings: 
1 .  Prophesy is to speak under the 
anointing of God, in testimony, ex­
hortation or preaching. 
2. To edify, is to help to understand 
spiritual matters. 
3. Tongues are languages. 
4. Signification means has mean­
ing. 

I Corinthians 14:3-5, 7, 9-10, 
12, 19, 23-26, 28, 33 

3 But he that prophesieth 
speaketh unto men to edification. 
and exhortation. and comfort. 
4 He that speaketh in an unknown 

tongue edifieth himself; . . .  
5 . . .  Greater i s  he that prophesieth 

than he thatspeakelh with tongues . . .  
7 And even things without life giv-

ing sound, whether pipe or harp, 
except they give a distinction in the 
sounds. how shall it be known what 
is piped or harped? 
9 So likewise ye. except ye utter by 

the tongue words easy to be under·­
stood, how shall it be known what is 
spoken? . . .  
10 There are . . .  many kinds of voices 
in the world. and none of them is 
without signification. 
12 Even so ye,. . .  seek that ye may 
excel to the edifying of the church. 
19 . . .  I had rather s p e ak five 
words . . .  that. . . I  might teach others 
also. than ten thousand words in an 
u nknown tongue. 
23 If therefore . . .  all speak with 
tongues, and there come in those 
2 

that are unlearned. or unbelievers. 
will they not say that ye are mad? 
24 But if all prophesy. and there 
come in one that believeth not. or 
one unlearned. he is convinced of 
all, . . .  
2 5  And . . .  the secrets of his heart 
made manifest; and so falling down 
on his face. he will worship God. and 
report that God is in you of a truth. 
26 . . .  Let all things be done unto 
edifying. 
28 But if there be no interpreter. let 
him keep silence in the church: and 
let him speak to himself. and to God. 
33 For God is not the author of 
confusion. but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints. 
The Message: Church services 
must be inspiring to the believer 
and convincing to the unbeliever. 
Questions; 
1 .  What is the purpose of prophesy­

ing or speaking in a church? 
2. Who is being edified if unknown 

tongues (languages) are spoken? 
3. Is it best to prophesy or speak in 

an unknown tongue? 
4. Do all things need a distinction of 

sound? 
5. Does all speech in the world have 

meaning? 
6. What should Christians try to do? 
7. How should a believer pray? 
8. How should saints sing? 
9. What does the unbeliever say 

about people who speak in 
tongues" 

lO.God is not the author of 

Verse to Memorize 

. .. I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will pray with the under­
standing also: I will sing with 
the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also ..  

I Corinthians 14:15. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

The apostle Paul found the same 
problem in the church of Corinth that 
Bro. Warner found in St. James. Mis­
souri. The apostle Paul wrote about 
the way he handled the problems 
among the Corinthians. This gives us 
an outline of how to handle the same 
kind of problems. Bro. Warner read 
Paurs instructions to the Corinthians 
to the St. James congregation in Mis­
souri. 

What did the apostle Paul say 
about speaking in tongues? 

First, he identified tongues as be­
ing languages. He said, 'There are 
many kinds of voices (speech) in the 
world but none of them is without 
signification or meaning. Paul did not 
classify a jabber to be a tongue. The 

. person who spoke the tongue was 
supposed to understand it . ..  He that 
speaketh in an unknown tongue 
edifieth himself." (I Corinthians 14:4.) 
If he is edifying himself, he is under­
standing what he is saying 

Secondly, the apostle Paul said it 
was oflittle importance in the church 
service . ..  I thank my God. I speak with 
tongues more than ye all. Yet in the 
church I had rather speak five 
words . . .  that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words 
in an unknown tongue." (I Coiinthians 
1 4: 1 8- 1 9.) 

Third, he said it did not help un­
believers because they could not un­
derstand. If understandable words 
are spoken in church, the unbeliever 
could be convinced and fall down on 
his face and worship God and say, 
.. God is in you." That is what the 
unbelievers said about the saints near 

St. James after they repented and 
stopped their strange actions. 

Fourth, the apostle Paul said that 
speaking tongues in church service 
caused confusion and that God was 
not the author of confusion ." There 
was a great deal of confusion in the 
Corinthian church. Much of the con­
fusion was eliminated after they quit 
speaking in tongues. 

Be careful and don't be confused 
about this question. Tongues are lan­
guages and should be used to help 
the persons who understand that 
particular language. It is never to be 
used as a sign that a person is filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Whether or not a 
person is filled with the Holy Spirit 
will be shown by the person's ac­
tions-the way they talk, the places 
they go, the kind of books they read, 
the games they play and their choice 
of clothing. Being filled with the Holy 
Ghost will cause congregations to be 
good examples in their community. 

-Charlotte Huskey 

Would it not make Christianity ri­
diculous to a heathen to hear the min­
isters pray or preach in a language 
which neither he nor the assembly 
understood? But if those who minister 
plainly preach the great truths and 
rules of the gospel an unlearned per­
son might be brought to confess his 
guUt and to own that God was present 
in the assembly. Even an apostle could 
not edify unless he spoke so as to be 
understood by his hearers! 

-Matthew Henry 

(Answers: l .  To help people under­
stand spiritual things. 2. Only the 
person speaking. 3. To prophesy. 
4. Yes. 5. Yes. 6. They should help 
others understand spiritual things 
better. 7. He should pray with the 
spirit and with understanding. 
8. They should sing with the spirit 
and sing with understanding. 
9. He may say they are mad (crazy) . 
1 0. Confusion.) 

· 
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When they arrived, a great host of 
saints came out to meet them. "Praise 
God!" Warner shouted. 

"Praise God!" they answered as 
they danced around like Indians do­
ing a war dance. Some were hopping 
on one leg, some rolling their eyes, 
others gibbering or jerking, some fell 
down and were unable to move. "What 
is this?" Warner questioned. 

"The gift of tongues is upon us," 
one exclaimed joyfully. 

Warner had only seen such ac­
tions in persons possessed by the 
devil. As soon as possible he found a 
place in the woods and talked to God 
about it. God showed him the people 
were not possessed but simply did 
not have a full understanding of the 
Bible. 

While preaching that night Warner 
read I Corinthians, chapters 12 .  1 3  
and 14  and said, "The love of God 
does not behave unseemly-jerking, 
dancing and hopping. This is confu­
sion and God is not the author of 
confusion. Neither is the gift of tongues 
necessary to edify the church be­
cause everyone here speaks the same 
language. The only time spasmodic 
jerking is mentioned in the Bible is as 
a manifestation of evil spirits." 

The people were shocked. Then 
one after another began confessing 
that joy and true faith began to leave 
them from the time they received the 
jerks. Nearly all who were affected by 
this spirit were delivered that night. 

Satan was furious.  He stirred up 
an armed masked mob. They swept 
into the camp after the workers were 
asleep. Warner. knowing they would 
try to kill him, quickly slipped on a 
dress and bonnet and escaped to the 
home of J .  M. Pierson. The mob tore 
up the tents and loaded everybody 
and everything connected with the 
meeting onto wagons and sent them 
off the camp ground. 

The following day several met in a 
home and God manifested Himselfby 
healing. Warner joined his group two 
days later. and they went back to St. 
James where they had sung in the 
hotel. There they preached and sang 
to crowds of attentive listeners . 
Warner wrote the hymn, "Sing It 
Again" on a scrap of paper. Barney 
fitted it with a lively tune. 

After the meeting they traveled to 
Jefferson City in Morrison's wagon. 
They practiced the new song until it 
was mastered. That evening. while 
waiting for their train, they sang the 
new song. There had not been an­
other person in the station but, al­
most before they were aware of it, 
several people had come in to listen. 
After singing several other songs, Bro. 
Warner stepped forward and said, "I 
suppose a little of the Word would be 
in order." He then preached and in­
vited sinners to be saved. Many times 
people were saved in such meetings. 
"Sing It Again" has been sung by 
thousands and thousands of people 
for the past 100 years and is still a 
blessing. Can you feel a blessing when 
you sing it? 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1 998 Beautiful Way 
(Information taken from: Byers, Birth 
Of A Reformation, Life and Labo:rs of 
D.S. Wamer, Faith Publishing House, 
Guthrie OK. Reprinted from 192 1 .  
pp. 353-358 and 364. C.E. Brown, 
When the Trumpet Sounded, The 
Warner Press, Anderson, IN. 195 1 .  
pp. 137- 1 40. John A. Morrison, Ex­
citement In The Ozarks found in The 
First Century edited by Barry L. 
Callen, Warner Press, Inc. 1 979, pp. 
1 84- 1 94. Axchie A. Bolitho, To The 
Chief Singer, Gospel Trumpet Com­
pany, Anderson, IN, 1 942, pp. 1 7- 1 8, 
49-50 and 1 49- 1 52. 

(Look for "Answers" on page 3.) 
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Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing is 
perhaps the most loved of all the 
songs written by Charles Wesley. He 
has been called the most gifted and 
tireless hymn-writer that England has 
ever known. America's blind Fanny 
Crosby is probably the only person 
who wrote more hymns than Charles 
Wesley. Some say he has written about 
8,989 hymns and religious poems. 
Nearly 6,000 have been put to music 
by himself and other musicians. Hun­
dreds of Charles Wesley's hymns are 
sung regularly in churches through­
out the world. Some are just now 
being printed for the first time, 

Charles was the eighteenth child 
of Samuel and Suzanne Wesley. (Only 
ten children lived to be adults.) His 
birthplace was in Epworth, near Lin­
coln, England. He was born prema­
turely on a cold December night and 
appeared to be dead. He was wrapped 
in wool and laid close to his mother's 
warm body. Here he lay silent for 
weeks. 

Charles' father, Samuel, was a 
very poor man and even spent some 
time in jail for not paying his debts but 
he and Suzanne were determined each 
son should have an excellent educa­
tion. Charles' education started at 
home. His mother was the teacher. 

Each child, on their fifth birthday, 
was expected to learn the alphabet. 
Suzanne dropped whatever she was 
doing and drilled and drilled until her 
student could repeat the alphabet in 
correct order. 

After mastering reading, writing 
and basic math, Charles was enrolled 
in Westminster. (This was made pos­
sible through friends and relatives.) 
Westminster was a prestigious school 
where Latin was the only language 
allowed in public. Its boys sang in 
Westminster Abbey as they do today. 
Charles spent thirteen years there 
and became captain of the school. He 
added nine years of study at Oxford 
where he received an M.A. 

Charles learned not only Greek 
and Latin literature but also gained a 
thorough knowledge in the structure 
oflanguage. This training helped him 
a great deal in writing poetry and 
songs. At an early age, Charles began 
showing his God-given talent for 
rhyme. While others were writing in 
regular sentences, Charles was writ­
ing most everything in rhyme. He 
wrote a verse about every occasion: 
birthdays, news of the day, about 
what he saw around him, rhymes for 
entertainment, even what he was 
studying showed up in sentences that 
rhymed. His poetry was simple, imagi­
native, filled with wonder and pas­
sion. Common, uneducated people 



Angels Sing Of 
Christ's Birth 

Luke 2:7-16 
7 And she brought forth her first­

born son. and wrapped him in swad­
dling clothes. and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no room 
for them in the inn. 
8 And there were in the same 

country shepherds abiding. in the 
field. keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 
9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord 

came upon them. and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. 
10 And the angel said unto them. 
Fear not: for. behold. I bring you 
good tidings ofgreatjoy. which shall 
be to all people. 
1 1  For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour. which is 
Christ the Lord. 
12 And this shall be a sign unto 

you: Ye shall fmd the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes. lying in a man­
ger. 
13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heav­
enly host praising God. and saying. 
14 Glory to God in the highest and 
on earth peace. good will toward 
men. 
15 And it came to pass. as the 
angels were gone away . . .  the shep­
herds said one to another. Let us 
now go even unto BeU1lehem. and 
see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known 
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unto us. 
16 And they came with haste. and 
found Mary. and Joseph. and the 
babe lying in a manger. 

Isaiah 7:14 
14 Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign: Behold. a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son. and 
shall call his name Emmanuel. 

Matthew 1 :22-23 
22 Now all this was done. that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet. saying. 
23 Behold. a virgin shall be with 
child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall  call  his name 
Emmanuel. which being interpreted 
is. God with us. 

The Message: Angels reioiced 
at the birth of Jesus and 
angels reioice when a sinner 
repents. 

Questions: 
1 .  Where did Mary lay her son? 
2 .  What were the shepherds doing? 
3. Who came to the shepherds? 
4. What shone around the shep­

he.rds? 
5. What did the angel bring to the 

shepherds? 
6. Who was born in the city ofDavid? 
7. How would the shepherds know 

which baby was Jesus? 
8. What was the multitude of angels 

doing? 
9. What did the multitude of angels 

say? 

Verse to Memorize 

And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins. 

Matthew 1:21. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

Many years ago David cared for 
his father's sheep on the hills near 
Bethlehem. Syrian brown bears, leop­
ards, lions, wolves, foxes and jackal 
lived in the thickets nearby. Some­
times at night these animals crept 
into the city, killing animals and 
threatening the young children. 

The men of Bethlehem built a wall 
around the city to protect those in­
side. If cattle or sheep had to stay 
outside the city wall, shepherds 
guarded them to keep the wild ani­
mals away. This is why the shepherds 
were with their sheep on Bethlehem's 
hills the night Jesus was born. 

Each year, Christian children 
around the world hear the story of 
these shepherds and how they saw 
the angels and heard them announce 
the birth of Jesus. Perhaps the 
younger shepherds were asleep and 
the older ones were talking around a 
campfire. They may have been talk­
ing about God's promise of a king to 
save them. 

They believed Jesus would save 
them from their Roman rulers. But 
Jesus was coming to save them from 
their sins. 

He knew "the heart [of each per­
son) is deceitful above all things, and 
desperatelywicked." (Jeremiah 1 7:9.) 
Jesus came to give people new hearts, 
not a new government. A man with a 
new heart can live peaceably in any 
kind of government. The angels' mes­
sage to the shepherds was "peace on 
earth, good will to men." 

Jesus knew wicked spirits such 
as hatred, lusts, deceit and fear are 
as cruel as lions, bears or foxes. They 

too, are lurking around everyone, 
waiting for a chance to destroy who­
ever is not protected. When Jesus is 
in a heart, these spirits cannot get in 
and destroy that person. The Holy 
Spirit protects a heart ' like the city 
wall s  protected the people in 
Bethlehem . 

If you have not asked Jesus into 
your heart, do so today. You will be 
protected and the angels will rejoice 
just as they did when Christ was 
born. 

Let's finish this lesson by singing, 
Hark The Herald Angels Sing/ 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way 

Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild 
God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful. all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die; 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Let us be glad and rejoice today 
because "He has come." And let us 
remember the annunciation of the 
angel. "Behold I bring you good tid­
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people, for unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord." 

-Streams in the Desert pg. 37 1 
3 



understood and enjoyed his verses. 
Once when Charles and his brother 

John were holding an open-air meet­
ing, some drunks disrupted the ser­
vice singing a lewd song called Nancy 
Dawson. Charles memorized the meter 
and words. Then he wrote seven 8-
line verses to the same tune. These he 
taught to the people. The next time 
the drunks disrupted the service sing­
ing Nancy Dawson the Christians 
drowned the drunks' words with 
Charles' new song. 

Charles' father was a minister in 
the Church of England who taught 
his sons to live deeply religious lives. 
This Charles did. He formed the Holy 
Club while attending Oxford Univer­
sity. To be a member of the Holy Club 
a young man had to live by strict 
rules. He must get up early, reverence 
authority, obey the Ten Command­
ments and discipline himself to study 
God's Word and his school subjects. 
He must also meet with the group 
each day for prayers and reading the 
scripture and be active in prison min­
istry. Students at Oxford had no deal­
ings with poor or vile people. Charles 
broke school rules by inviting a poor 
Oxford man to breakfast. 

Other students ridiculed members 
of the Holy Club. Charles was perse­
cuted for this and because he did not 
have clothing and luxuries that other 
students had. Charles did not let this 
keep him from learning. He concen­
trated on his studies and sought con­
tinually to improve his Christian life. 

Although Charles was a good reli­
gious boy, he was not saved from sin. 
He was thirty-one years old before he 
was saved. He and his brother, John, 
had been with Moravian Christians 
on a ship bringing them home from a 
missionary trip to America. Both John 
and Charles realized they did not pos­
sess a relationship with God like the 
Moravians. John said to Charles, "I 

went to Georgia to convert the Indi­
ans; oh. who will convert me?" 

Charles answered. "I cany my hell 
about me." He had struggled for years 
to be holy but realized his heart was 
wicked. 

After returning to England they 
continued in their religious work. 
preaching. writing and singing the 
gospel. They also sought God for a 
change of heart. While John was in 
Aldersgate seeking God, Charles was 
in London. sick in bed. When John 
returned on May 24. 1 738, to tell 
Charles about the change in his heart, 
he found that Charles had been saved 
three days earlier. 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ex­
presses the experience that Charles 
found whe� he got saved. He was now 
reconciled to God. Jesus had cleansed 
his heart and was now King of his life. 
He had been lord of his own life until 
the day he was saved. Charles was 
healed at the same time he was saved, 
so Jesus had also "risen with healing 
in His wings" as the fourth verse says. 
In the end of the song, he praises God 
that "men shall no more die." Charles 
had the assurance that he, too, would 
never die. 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way 

(Information from: Robert K. Brown and 
Mark R. Norton, The One Year Book of 
Hymns. Tyndale House, Wheaton, 1995. 

Jim Townsend, The Forgotten Wesley 
and Did You Know? Timothy Dudley 
Smith. Why Wesley StUl Dominates Our 
Hymnbook. Christian History, Issue 3 1 .  
World Book Encyclopedia, Vol. 21.) 

(Answers: 1 .  In a manger. 2. Watch­
ing their sheep. 3. An angel. 4. A 
bright light. 5. "Good tidings of great 
joy."  6. "A Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord." 7. Jesus would be wrapped 
in swaddling clothes. 8. Praising 
God. 9. "Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.") 
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Joy To The World 
Isaac Watts. author of Joy To The 

World was pastor of London's Mark 
Lane Independent Chapel for almost 
fifty years. It was a congregation of 
Dissenters. People who did not follow 
the National Church of England were 
called Dissenters. These people were 
persecuted by the majority of people, 
including the rulers. 

At Isaac's birth in 1 674, his father 
was in prison for sympathizing with 
the Dissenters. Isaac, the oldest of 
nine children, followed his father's 
strong biblical faith. 

The whole family worked together 
to earn a living in Southampton. His 
mother cooked, washed and cared for 
students who stayed in their home. 
His father taught and directed a school 
for the boys. 

Isaac was a very intelligent child 
who loved books and learned to read 
early. It is said he studied Latin when 
only four. He was studying French, 
Greek and Hebrew under tutors when 
he was thirteen. 

At an early age he often spoke in 
rhyming phrases. His father became 
quite annoyed at this and told him to 
stop. When the rhyming persisted the 
father started to whip the boy and 
little Isaac cried out: 

"0 father, do some pity take 
And 1 will no more verses make. " 

When he was seven, Isaac wrote 
an acrostic poem on his name which 
reflected his Christian training: 
I am a vUe polluted lump of earth, 
So I've continued ever since my birth; 
AltlwughJehovahgrace does give me, 
As sure this monster satan wUl de-

ceive me. 
Come therefore, Lord, from satan's 

claws relieve me. 
By the time Isaac was ready for 

higher education a wealthy towns­
man came to Mr. Watts. He said, .. 1 
have noticed your son, Isaac, has 
great powers for learning. I will be 
happy to pay his expenses at either 
Oxford or Cambridge University. 

Mr. Watts told Isaac about the 
opportunity. "I'd love to," Isaac an­
swered , "But that would lead me into 
an Anglican ministry. I could never 
believe or preach their doctrines.'' 

"Perhaps you could study science 
or something else,.. his father sug­
gested. 

Several others offered to sponsor 
Isaac at these universities so he tried 
to get accepted. Both universities 
denied him because he would not 
follow the National Church of En­
gland. 

Isaac chose to be a Dissenter and 
at sixteen went to London to study at 
a leading Nonconformist academy 
where other Dissenters studied. It 
proved to be a great school. Mr. 



Joy For Salvation 
Psalms 96:1-10, 13 

1 0 sing unto tl-}e Lord a new song: 
sing unto the Lord. all Lhe earth, 
2 ' Sing unto the Lord, bless his 

name; shew forth his salvation from 
day to day. 
3 Declare his glory among the hea­

then, his wonders among all people. 
4 For the Lord is great. and greatly 

to be praised: he is to be feared above 
all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations 

are idols: but the Lord made the 
heavens. 
6 Honour and majesty are before 

him: strength and beauty are i n  his 
sanctuary. 
7 Give unto the Lord, 0 ye kind reds 

of lhe people, give unto the Lord 
glory and strength. 
8 Give unto lhe Lord the glory due 

unto his name: . . .  
9 O worship the Lord i n  the beauty 

of holiness: fear before him, all the 
earth. 
10 Say among the heathen that the 
Lord reigneth: the world also shall be 
established that it shall not be moved: 
he shall judge the people righteously. 
1 3  . . .  For he cometh to judge the 
earth: he shall judge the world wilh 
righteousness, and the people with 
his truth. 

Luke 15:10 
10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is 

joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth. 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
2 The people that walked in dark­

ness have seen a great light: they 
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that dwell in the land of the shadow 
of death. upon U1em hath the light 
shined. 
6 For unto us a child [Jesus) is 

born. unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoul­
der: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father. The 
Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his govern­

ment and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David. and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even for 
ever . . . .  

The Messa�e: Be joyful, for the 
Savior has 

'
come to save from sin. 

to keep us from sinning and to 
judge ri�hteously. 

Questions: 
1 .  What kind of song should we sing 

to the Lord? 
2. Where should we declare His 

glory? 
3. How should the Lord be wor­

shipped? 
4. How will God judge His people? 
5. What did the people sitting in 

darkness see? 
6. What happened to those sitting in 

the shadow of death? 
7. The government shall be on the 

shoulder of whom? 
8. Who is the Prince of Peace? 
9. Is there an end to Jesus' king­

dom? 

Verse to Memorize 

Likewise, Isayuntoyou, there 
is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner 
that repenteth. 

Luke 15:10. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

The prophet Isaiah said those who 
walk in darkness would see a great 
light. This happened when Jesus came. 
All men were in darkness until that 
time. Jesus is "the light of the world."  
When He came, His light shined over 
everyone. Now everyone can have light 
in their soul. But only those who re­
pent of their sins receive this light. 

Every person has sinned. Sin 
causes a shadow of death over the 
person who sins. But God sent Jesus. 
in the form of a child, clothed in hu­
man flesh, to shine a light over those 
beneath a shadow of death. If this light 
is accepted the person will be set free 
from sin and death. And as the memmy 
verse says the angels in heaven will 
rejoice. 

King David in Psalm 96 tells us to 
sing a new song to the Lord. This new 
song is a song of praise for salvation. 
Before Jesus came, people could not 
sing of salvation from sin. They could 
only give offerings to be sacrificed for 
their sins. There was no cleansing of 
their hearts, so they continued sin­
ning. 

Today the blood of Jesus cleanses 
our hearts of sin. The Holy Spirit takes 
away the roots of sin and fills us with 
power to overcome temptation to sin . 
We can resist satan and do whatJesus 
would do. He did no sin. (I Peter 2:22.) 

Being able to overcome tempta­
tions to sin is something to rejoice 
about. The third verse of "Joy To The 
World" says: 
"No more let sin and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground (of your 

heart); 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found. " 

The curse is death for sinning. 
Jesus came to remove this curse. He 
removes it from everyone who repents 
of their sins. 

When sin is repented of, the heart 
is full of light and the person is saved. 
A saved person is in the light. As long 
as he continues to obey God , he is 
walking in light and is able to sing the 
new song. -Charlotte Huskey 

Joy To The World! I 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n, and heav'n and nature 

sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, 

and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy. 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the soundingjoy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and 
grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love. 
And wonders of His love. 
And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Wanting to write songs based on the 
Psalms from a New Testame:1t back­
ground, Isaac Watts wrote .. Joy To The 
World" from Psalm 98. (Make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord all the earth; make 
a loud noise and rejoice and sing 
praise . . . .  Psalm 98:4.) Watts was not 
immediately appreciated. "How dare he 
take the psalms and try to improve 
them, " was the outcry. 

"Joy To The World" is now univer­
sally sung as one of the most joyous 
songs of Christmas. 

3 



Hughes. the poet, and Dr. Horte, af­
terwards Archbishop ofTuam, stud­
ied with him. 

Isaac helped the Dissenters greatly 
by teaching them to write and speak 
more carefully. Their good ideas and 
doctrines were hidden by their blunt, 
coarse speech. He showed them that 
zeal and purity might be expressed 
and enforced by polished diction 
(choice of words) . 

After graduating he hired out as a 
tutor. During these years he spent 
much time diligently studying the 
scriptures and helping his father. One 
day he complained to his father about 
the church's songs. His father chal­
lenged him to write something better. 
The following week Isaac. at age 20, 
presented his first hymn to the 
church. It was received with much 
enthusiasm. 

In 1 707 he published his first 
book, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. It 
contained 2 1 0  hymns and was one of 
England's first hymn books. We can 
thank Benjamin Franklin for printing 
these hymns in Boston. Franklin also 
printed Watts' Psalms of David. Isaac 
changed many Psalms into Jesus' 
teachings. "Joy To The World" is a 
paraphrased Psalm. He said, "Where 
the Psalmist describes religion by the 
fear of God, he joined it with faith and 
love." Where David talks of sacrificing 
goats or bullocks. Isaac put the sac­
rifice of Christ. When David promises 
wealth, honor and long life, Isaac's 
psalms promise grace. glory and life 
eternal. These two books did much 
for Christian education. They were 
still selling as many as 60,000 copies 
per year over 100 years after being 
first published. His children's hym­
nal may be the most popular children's 
classic ever published. 

Besides writing religious material 
Isaac Watts wrote a textbook on logic 
that was used at four universities-

Oxford, Harvard, Yale and Cambridge. 
He also wrote books on grammar, 
how to teach. right behavior. the study 
of the mind and the study of matter in 
space and geography. Watts published 
52 books besides his religious works. 
and 600 hymns. 

Isaac never married. Though he 
had a beautiful soul, apparently Isaac 
Watts was not much to look at. He 
was frail and often sickly. His head 
seemed too large for his five foot tall 
body; his small. piercing eyes and 
hooked nose did not enhance his 
appearance. A lady once fell in love 
with Isaac by reading his poetry. They 
wrote letters and he fell in love with 
her. When she saw him, however. she 
said, "I wish I could admire the casket 
Uewelry box] as much as I admire the 
jewel." 

Although Watts was often rejected, 
he rejoiced in the Lord. His joy for 
salvation is expressed in "Joy To The 
World." This song does not mention 
the birth of Christ. But joy in the soul 
comes by faith in Jesus. the Babe, 
who was laid in a manger because 
there was no room for Him in the inn. 

-Charlotte Huskey. reprinted 
from 1998 Beautiful Way 

(Information taken from: Robert K. 
Brown and Mark R. Norton. The One 
Year Book of Hymns, Tyndale House, 
1995. JimTownsend, Did YouKnow? 
Vinita H ampton Wright ,  Hymn 
Writer's' Hall of Fame. Christian His­
tory, Issue 31 . Diana Severance, The 
FatherofEnglishHymnody. Glimpses, 
Christian History Institute's, Worces­
ter. 1 992.) 

(Answers: 1 .  A new song. 
2. Among the heathen. 3. In the 
beauty of holiness. 4. Righ­
teously. 5. A great light. 6. A 
ligh t  shined upon them.  
7. Jesus. 8 .  Jesus. 9. No!} 
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0 Little Town 
Of Bethlehem 

.. 1 finished memorizing another 
hymn today," Phillips told his mother. 

.. I'm so happy you are using your 
mind for something good. So many 
boys these days are wasting theirs on 
the foolish pleasures of the world." 
Mrs. Brooks said. 

.. Not me," Phillips answered. MI want 
to do something useful with my time." 

.. How glad I am that you aren't 
seeking a career in some sport. With 
your six-foot-six height you would be 
good in most any one. You could be 
king of the basketball court," his 
mother answered as she looked up 
admiringly into her son's face. 

.. 1 know. I've thought about that, 
but I think I would rather do some­
thing of more value." 

.. Like what?" 
.. Maybe help children or become a 

pastor." Phillips answered. 
.. You could do both-pastor a 

church and work the Sunday school 
yourself." Mrs. Brooks assured him. 
.. You love children and music. Both 
are qualities that will make you a 
better minister. You can use music to 
attract the children. Most all children 
love music." 

Phillips continued to memorize 
songs. Before he left home to attend 
college. he could sing more than 200 

hymns from memmy. After he finished 
his training for the ministry and began 
preaching, he often used quotations 
from these hymns in his sermons . 

In 1859, at the age of twenty-four, 
Brooks was ordained. His first pastor­
ate was in Philadelphia. After faith­
fully serving there for six years. Brooks 
was given a trip to the Holy Land by his 
parishioners. 

For almost a year he retraced the 
steps of Jesus and the Apostles. On 
Sunday, December24, 1865. the young 
pastor rode on horseback from Jerusa­
lem to Bethlehem and was present at 
the Christmas Eve service held in 
Constantine's ancient basilica, built 
over the traditional site of the nativity. 
During the services. which lasted from 
ten o'clock at night until three in the 
morning, Brooks was moved with 
emotion as he listened to hymns of 
praise. Scripture readings and prayers . 
The impressions of this Christmas 
Eve in Bethlehem would remain with 
him throughout his life and . just a few 
years later, would become the back­
drop for his beloved Christmas carol. 
Returning to Philadelphia . Phillips 
Brooks again took up his responsibili­
ties as pastor. 

He never lost his love for children 
either. On many occasions. parishio­
ners passing by the open door of his 
study would spy Brooks sitting on the 
floor surrounded by toys. playing with 



Bethlehem 

Genesis 35: 18-19 

18 And it came to pass, as her 
(Rachel, Joseph's mother) soul was 
in departing, (for she died) that she 
called his name Ben-o-ni: but his 
father called him Benjamin. 
19 And Rachel died. and was bur­
ied in . . .  Bethlehem. 

Ruth 1 :22; 4: 1 3- 14, 17 

22 So Naomi. . .  and Ruth . . .  her 
d a ughter in law ,  . . .  came to 
Bethlehem . . .  
1 3  So Boaz took Ruth, and she 

was his wife: . . .  and she bare a son. 
14 And the women said unto 
Naomi, Blessed be the Lord, . . .  his 
name may be famous in Israel. 
17 And . . .  her neighbours gave it a 
name, saying, There is a son born 
to Naomi; and they called his name 
Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. [King David.]  

Micah 5:2 

2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah. vet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. 

Matthew 2:4-6 

4 And when he had gathered all 
the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded of 
them where Christ should be born. 

2 

5 And they said unto him, In 
Bethlehem of. Judaea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet, 
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the 

land of Juda. art not the least among 
the princes of Juda: for out of thee 
shall come a Governor, that shall 
rule my people Israel. 

Matthew 1 : 1 ,  5, 16 
1 The book of the generation of 

Jesus Christ. the son of David, the 
son of Abraham. 
5 And Salmon begat Boaz of 

Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of 
Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; 
16 And Jacob begat Joseph the 
husband of Mary. of whom was 
born Jesus, who is called Christ. 

The Message: God often 
chooses the smallthings and 
makes them a blessing. 

Questions: 
1 .  Whose family was travelingwhen 

Rachel. his mother died? 
2. Where was Rachel buried? 
3. Where did Naomi and Ruth live? 
4. Who was Ruth's great-grandson? 
5. Is Ruth listed in the genealogies 

of Jesus? 
· 

6. Where was Jesus to be born? 
7. Who prophesied that Jesus 

would be born in Bethlehem? 
8. From where would a Governor 

for Israel come? 
9. Must a city or person be big to be 

a blessing? 

Verse to Memorize 

But thou, Bethlehem . . .  
though thou be little . . .  yet out 
of thee shall he come 
forth . . .  that is to be ruler in 
Israel; . .  . 

Micah 5:2. 
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the children from his Sunday school 
classes. 

While he was serving a church in 
Philadelphia • God blessed him with a 
good helper, Lewis H. Redner. Mr. 
Redner loved children equally as well 
as Pastor Brooks. The Sunday school 
grew· from 36 to over 1 .000 students. 

One year, just before Christmas, 
Past<)r Brooks and Mr. Redner were : 
finishing up the last details for the 
child:ren's Christmas program when 
they realized a new song was needed. 
No Song they knew or had found 
seemed to fit with their plans. "Maybe 
I could write a song." Pastor Brooks 
said.· 

'That would be fine," Mr. Redner 
answered. 

"I'll get at it as soon as I 'm finished 
with a sermon for Sunday." he prom­
ised. 

Pastor Brooks went to his office 
and settled down to serious work on 
the needed sermon. He thought and 
he p(ayed: he prayed and he thought. 
but his thoughts kept going to what he 
loved most-the childr-en. It was like 
his mother had said . ..  Children are 
attracted by music." How disappointed 
they would be without a song for Christ­
mas. What could he write? 

It seemed God led his mind back to 
three years before when he had taken 
the trip to the Holy Land. He remem­
bered the Christmas Eve service at the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 
He imagined how Bethlehem must 
have been the night Jesus was born. 
Multitudes of people were all soundly 
sleeping but the angels were watching 
over the city. The earth was silently 
spinning around, changing the loca­
tion of the twinkling stars. Yet in the 
dark streets of that town an everlast­
ing light was shining (Jesus). All gen­
erations would some day see this Light. 

Then Pastor Brooks thought about 
the shepherds calmly watching their 
sheep when suddenly the sky was 
filled with angels singing and praising 

God. At the same time Mary was giving 
birth to a Savior who would impart 
blessings to every humble heart that 
received Him. 

He was caught up in the grand 
feeling of having Jesus in his heart, so 
he wrote "cast out our sin and enter in, 
be born in us today ... 

Now the ideas for the song were 
fully formed in Pastor Brooks' mind. 
He wrote them. Then he changed them 
here and there. Perhaps he rewrote 
the song several times as most poets 
do before it says just what they want it 
to say. 

The next morning, Brooks gave the 
verses to Redner requesting that he 
compose a simple melody that the 
children could easily memorize to sing 
in the Christmas program a few days 
later. Redner was an accomplished 
organist and loved composing music, 
but try as he might, he could not come 
up with a satisfactory melody for 
Brooks' poem. On the night before the 
children were to present their pro­
gram. Redner fell into bed exhausted. 
still without the requested tune. In the 
middle of the night, however. he was 
awakened suddenly with the strains 
of a lovely melody ringing in his ears. 
Hastily. he jotted down the notes. set 
them by his bedside, and went back to 
sleep. In the morning he completed 
the harmony for the inspired tune and 
taught it to the children. That night. in 
December of 1868, "0 little Town of 
Bethlehem" was sung for the first time 
by the children. 

-Charlotte Huskey, reprinted from 
1 998 Beautiful Way 
(Information from: James Draper. More 
Than a Song, Moody Press, 1 970, and 
Robert K. Brown and Mark R. Norton, 
11-t.e One Year Book of Hymns, Tyndale 
House, 1995: HYMNS OF FAITH AND 
INSPIRATION by Pamela J Kennedy.) 

(Answers : 1 .  J oseph's fam i ly .  
2. Bethlehem. 3.  I n  Bethlehem. 
4. King David. 5. Yes. 6. Bethlehem. 
7. Micah; 8. Bethlehem. 9. No.) 
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Silent Night! Holy Night! 
Silent night! holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child, 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
Silent night! holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Silent night! holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
Silent night! holy night! 
Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King 
Christ the Savior is born. 

The history of this Chrtstmas carol 
is a source of disagreement. Most 
stories, however, give Joseph Mohr 
and Franz Xaver Gruber the credit for 
it. 

It seems that a little chapel in a 
village nestling high in the Alps, near 
Oberndorf, Austria was having trouble 
with the church organ. Some said it 
had rusted out. Others said that mice 
had chewed through vital parts. At 
any rate. a group of traveling actors 
came into the village hoping to use 

the chapel to present a play based on 
the birth of Christ. But the organ 
repairman had left organ parts strewn 
all over the chapel floor. For fear that 
some vital parts of the precious organ 
might get misplaced the actors were 
denied the privilege of using the 
chapel. 

The actors then found a large 
home in which to present their drama. 
Mohr went to watch. He saw the 
actors portraying Joseph walking 
beside Mary and the donkey as they 
traveled to Bethlehem. He saw Jo­
seph searching and searching for a 
place where the virgin Mary could 
rest. Finally Joseph had to take Mary 
into an animals' stable to sleep. 

While she was in this dirty place, 
her firstborn son was born. An angel 
suddenly appeared and announced 
that this was no normal child but the 
Son of God come in human flesh. "He 
is the King of kings and Lord oflords," 
the angel said. After that, lowly shep­
herds fell before the new King and 
worshipped Him. 

Mohr watched as they portrayed 
wicked King Herod raving at the 
scribes and doctors of the law, de­
manding them to find where the new 
King was staying. And the same King. 
appearing with a sly, wicked smile. 
pleading with the wise men to find the 
new King and let him know His where­
abouts so that he, too, could worship 
Him. 



God Protects His Son 

Matthew 2: 1-5, 7-13 

1 Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of 
Herod the king. behold. there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusa­
lem. 
2 Saying, Where is he that is born 

King of the Jews? for we have seen 
his star in the east, and are come to 
worship him. 
3 When Herod the king had heard 

these things. he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him. 
4 And when he had gathered all 

the chief priests and scribes of the 
people together, he demanded of 
them where Christ should be born. 
5 And they said unto him, In 

Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is 
written by the prophet, 
7 Then Herod, when he had priv­

ily called the wise men, inquired of 
them diligently what time the star 
appeared. 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, 

and said, Go and search diligently 
for the young child; and when ye 
have found him, bring me word 
again. that I may come and worship 
him also. 
9 When they had heard the king. 

they departed; and. lo, the star. 
which they saw in the east. went 
before them. till it came and stood 
over where the young child was. 
10 When they saw the star. they 
rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 
1 1  And when they were come into 

2 

the house, they saw the yout:tg child 
with Mary his mother. and fell down, 
and worshipped him: and when 
they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold. 
and frankincense. and myrrh. 
12 And being warned of God in a 
dream that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another way. 
13 And when they were departed. 
behold , the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream. 
saying, Arise, and take the y9ung 
child and his mother. and flee into 
Egypt. and be thou there until I 
bring thee word: for Herod will seek 
the young child to destroy him. 

The Message: Just as God pro­
tectedJesus. He will protect those 
who obey Him. 

Questions: 
1 .  Who was king when Jesus was 

born? 
2. What did the wise men ask 

Herod? 
3. What did Herod command of the 

high priests and scribes? 
4. What did Herod ask the wise 

men to do? 
5. Did Herod say he wanted to wor­

ship the new king? 
6. What did God show the wise men 

in a dream? 
7.  Did the wise men obey God? 
8. What did God tell Joseph to do? 
9. Did Joseph's obedience save 

Jesus from death? 

Verse to Memorize 

. . .  If ye do return unto the 
Lord with all your hearts, . .. 
and serve him only: ...  he will 
deliver you .... 

I Samuel 7:3. 



Let's 
Talk . • • 

Many years before Jesus was born, 
the Jewish people rejected the laws of 
God. They worshipped idols. A few 
times they even sacrificed their chil­
dren to these idols. Prophets and wise 
men warned them of the danger to 
come if they did not stop these evil 
practices. The people did not change. 
Enemy armies marched into the land 
of Israel and took the people captive. 
They burned the cities, stole their live­
stock and their crops. The people they 
captured were herded like livestock 
over mountains and plains until they 
reached the conquerors' country. Here 
they were put to work as slaves. 

There were a few of these Jews who 
remembered the laws of God and 
obeyed them while living in the foreign 
country. The three Hebrew children, 
who did not bow to the golden idol, and 
Daniel, were among those who hon­
ored God and obeyed His laws. In this 
way the laws of God spread into many 
nations. I am sure as they visited with 
their neighbors the captive Jews some­
times mentioned God's promise of a 
king who would come to deliver them. 

It also seems that some of the Jews 
had taken along some books of proph­
ecy. These books are portions of the 
Bible. Prophecies about Christ were in 
these books. 

One said, .. 1 shall see him, but not 
now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: 
there shall come a Star out of Jacob, 
and a Scepter shall rise out of Israel."  
Some Bible historians believe the three 
wise men had heard some prophecies 
of Jesus. When they saw the bright 
new star they thought it must mean 
that the new king of the Jews had been 
born. 

At once they set off to find Him. 

When they arrived in Jerusalem they 
went straight to the palace. Now King 
Herod cared nothing about prophecies 
and therefore knew nothing about a 
new king. The scribes and high priests 
knew very little more than King Herod 
did but they had the old books. Search­
ing them they found the prophecy in 
Micah which said the new Governor 
would be born in Bethlehem. They 
informed the king to look for Him in 
Bethlehem. 

So Herod sent the wise men to 
Bethlehem with orders to return and 
tell him where the child was. At 
Bethlehem the star stood still over the 
place where Jesus was. At last they 
had found the promised Savior. Fall­
ing to their knees they worshiped Him. 
Then, opening their treasures, they 
presented Him with rich gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 

To protect Jesus, God instructed 
the Wise Men in a dream that they 
must not go back to Herod. So they 
returned to their home by another 
road. 

Herod waited a long time for the 
Wise Men to return from Bethlehem 
but they never came. Now Herod was 
angry! He sent his soldiers to kill every 
child in Bethlehem and the surround­
ing country that was two years old or 
younger! 

But God knew his evil intentions. 
He had already warned Joseph to leave 
Bethlehem and take Mary and the 
Child to Egypt where they would be 
safe. 

Remember how God also protected 
the three Hebrew children from the 
king's fiery furnace and Daniel from 
the lions? Obey God and you can trust 
Him to protect you too! 

-Charlotte Huskey 

(Answers: 1 .  Herod. 2 . ..  Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews?" 3. To 
tell him where Christ was born. 4. To 
fmd Jesus and let him know where 
Jesus was. 5. Yes. 6. To not return to 
Herod. 7. Yes. 8. To take Jesus and 
His mother to Egypt. 9. Yes.) 
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Mohr was greatly impressed by 
the presentation. He walked out of 
the home. But instead of going to his 
bed he walked up on a hill to medi­
tate. 

The night was clear and calm. In 
the quietness all around, a holy feel­
ing of awe came over him. "0 holy 
night," he whispered into the still­
ness. "0 silent night, all is calm, yet 
all is bright." 

Lights shown from the cottages in 
the village below. He wondered if it 
looked much like Bethlehem. He pic­
tured a stable somewhere in the vil­
lage with Mary and her baby in the 
manger. "Round yon virgin mother 
and Child. Holy Infant so tender and 
mild , sleep in heavenly peace, sleep 
in heavenly peace," he whispered rev­
erently. 

Mohr thought of the shepherds 
and the words of the second verse 
formed in his mind. As he walked the 
path back to his cottage, the remain­
ing words of the carol came to him 
little by little. The following morning 
he gave the words to Franz Gruber 
and asked him ifhe could write music 
to fit the words. 

Christmas Eve Gruber and Mohr 
sang the song for the first time, as 
Gruber strummed his guitar. Some 
believe that Gruber had already writ­
ten the music before Mohr gave him 
the words. What is the truth. we do 
not know. It does seem evident that 
the words and music of this heavenly 
song were divinely inspired. 

Thanks to the organ repairman, 
we have the hymn today. A few days 
after Christmas he got a copy of the 
song and began sharing it with oth­
ers. Soon touring groups began to 
sing it in concerts, spreading its popu­
larity even further. Joseph Mohr and 
Franz Gruber never dreamed that 
180 years after that makeshift Christ­
mas program, millions would be sing­
ing their simple carol and hearing it 

over millions of radios and televi­
sions. 

We must also thank John Free­
man Young for this beautiful Christ­
mas carol. The carol that Mohr wrote 
was in either German or Latin. Free­
man translated it into English, Now 
you know how we came to have Silent 
Night! Holy Night! 

-charlotte Huskey. reprinted 
from 1 998 Beautiful Way 

In 1 9 1 4  when soldiers in Europe 
marched out to the first great Euro­
pean war of the 20th century, they 
said they would be home by Christ­
mas to celebrate their victory. 

The young men were not home by 
Christmas. The war dragged on and 
on for years and Europe was never to 
be the sarpe again. 

In December of 1 9 14,  however, a 
strange thing happened on the West­
em front. It was Christmas Eve, and 
the weather suddenly got cold, A few 
German soldiers started singing car­
ols and it was soon picked up all 
along the line as others joined in 
harmonizing. Then they began sing­
ing "Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!" The 
British immediately recognized the 
melody and began singing "Silent 
Night" along with the Germans. 

Then occurred one of the most 
unusual incidents in military his­
tory. One by one, soldiers on both 
sides laid down their weapons and 
ventured into no man's land - too 
many of them to prevent their supe­
rior officers from objecting. An unde­
clared truce had broken out sponta­
neously, against all orders and the 
rules of military combat. The men sat 
around campfires together singing 
the choruses of Christmas carols, 
"Silent Night" being the favorite since 
it was known by both sides. Before 
midnight they said their farewells and 
returned to their own lines. 

-selected 
(Look for .. Answers" on page 3 .) 
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