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Byron's New Family

(This is a true story, only the names have
been changed. It shows how God is merciful
to forgive those who scck IHis help.)

All day long Byron had been looking for a
job. Wearily he trudged up the cement sieps
of the third floor apartment where he lived
with his brothers, sisters, and mother. On
the second floor he met Tony and his dad,
with fishing poles in hand.

“We're going [ishing!” Tony announced
happily.

*Nothing better than an evening fishing
on the old Mississippi,” Tony's Dad said as
he flipped an old hat down over his head.

“I'd give anything to have my dad take me
fishing,” Byron was thinking when he en-
tered the apartment.

“Any luck today?” his mom questioned.

“No luck, Mom. No onc wants to hirc a kid
just turned 16."

“Listen, Byron, 1just can’t feed and house
allyou kids alone. With one less kid, Tean get
in a smaller apartment and pay less rent.”

“You want me to lecave?" Byron ques-
tioned. "Is that my birthday present?”

“It's the best thing that could happen to
me."

FFuriously angry, Byron left home.

He hitchhiked all the way from Missis-
sippi to New York City where he thought he
could find a job. How surpriscd he was when
a nice looking man offcred him a job and a
place to stay. lle was even more surprised

when he learned that the man was a erimi

nal. Criminals scem to be the first people
who notice tired, cold, desperate children.
They notice, because one loncly, homeless,
hungry child can earn them thousands of
dollars cach ycar. That is why onc had
quickly offered Byron a place to stay, food,
clothes, and even moncey. Byron did what
most any hungry homeless boy would have
done. tle believed a stranger who oflered to
help him.

For a few weeks things were nice. Then he
was told he must do a few things to pay for
his living. Byron was forced to do cvil things
he hated to do. Things that are awlul. Things
that arc terrible. Things that he knew would
cventually causc his death. He tried running
away, but was caught and punished so
scverely that he never wanted to try again.
The other boys who lived with the man were
told to watch Byron and report any misbe-
havior.

Byron was still angry because of his
mother's rejection. This made him more
angry. He fought often. One was a bad fight.
e was carried away to the hospital. After a
few days he was dismissed from the hospital.
With his jaws wired together, his cyes swol-
len, and his [ace black with bruises, he
walked out into an unforgiving city ofover 10
million pcople. His criminal boss wasn't
interested in him now. Who wanted to buy
special food for a strange homeless boy who
couldn't open his mouth? Who wanted to

(Continued on page four)



WORDS OF GOLD

A Question and an Answer

New Words: 1. A burden is the prophet's
message. Often it is forecast of a coming
punishment, making the prophet feel
heavy.

2. A prophet is a person inspired of God to
give instructions to better the present or
future of those who will accept it.

Iabakkuk 1:1  The burden which
labakkuk the prophet did sce.

2 O lLord, how long shall I cry, and
thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee
of violenee, and thou wilt not save!

3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity,
and cause me to bchold grievance? for
spoiling and violence are before me: and
there arc that raise up strife and conten-
tion.

4  Therefore the law is slacked, and
judgment doth never go forth: for the
wicked doth compass about therighteous:
therefore wrong judgment proceedeth.

5 Bchold yeamongthe hecathen, and
regard, and wonder marvellously: for [will
work a work in your days, which yc will
not believe, though it be told you.

6 For, lo. I raisc up the Chaldeans,
that bitter and hasty nation, which shall
march through the breadth of the land, to
possess the dwelling places that are not
theirs.

7 Theyare terrible and dreadful: their
judgment and their dignity shall procced
of themsclves.

2:1 [ will stand upon my watch, and sct
me upon the tower, and will watch to sce
what he will say unto me, and what I shall
answer when | am reproved.

2 And the Lord answered me, and
said, Write the vision, and make it plain

upon tables, that he may run that readeth §

it.

3 For the vision is yet for an ap-
pointed time, but at the end it shall speak,
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it;
because it will surely come, it will not
tarry.

4  Bcehold, his soul which is lifted up
is not upright in him: but the just shall
live by his faith.

Romans 1:17 For therein [the gospel of
Christ] is the rightecousness of God re-
vealed from faith to faith: as it is written,
The just shall live by faith.

18 For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, . . .

21 Because that, when they knew
God, they glorified him not as God, nci-
ther were thankful; but became vain in
their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened.

The Message: Through faith in Christ, a

person can live right, even in a wicked

nation.

Questions:

1. What was Habakkuk always sceing in
his country?

. What had surrounded the rightcous?

. Why was Habakkuk sad?

. What did God say He would do?

. What did Habakkuk promisc to do?

. What did God command Habakkuk to
do?

. How must the just person live in an evil
country?

8. How is the rightcousness of God re

vealed?
9. Why are men'’s hearts darkened?
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Bible Verse

The just shall live by faith.
(Rom. 1:17).



Jonah was a prophct whom God had
sent to the heathen city of Nineveh. The
people in Nineveh repented of their sins
when Jonah warned them. God gave the
city many moreycars of good times. Later,
however, they returncd to their wicked
sinful habits. God was watching all this.
He sent another prophet to warn them to
turn from their sinful ways. Nahum was
this second prophet. He pleaded with the
men of Nineveh to change their ways. The
people only scolfed at Nahum. Then God
let their encmices destroy their city. Only a
few sheep graze on the grass covered hills
where theonce grand walled city of Nineveh
stood.

The country of Judah was also very
wicked when Habakkuk came to warn
them. Habakkuk lived in Judah, and he
saw the righteous being persccuted. Ie
guestioned God about how long the righ-
teous would have to sce all this wicked-
ness. God said that unless the wicked
would repent and change their sinful hab-
its, He would allow their enemy tocomein
and destroy them just as Ife let Nincveh
be destroyed. This would be their punish-
ment for cvil.

IHabakkuk took courage and said he
would stand in faith for God through this
time of trouble. Then God gave him an-
other job. Habakkuk was to wrile this
warning in plain words so that all who
read it could run from the destruction
that was surcly to come. Ilc was to tell the
people that the vision was not a lie, and
even if it did not happen soon, it would
happen. We who live now, know that it did
happen. The Chaldeans came in and took
over the country of Judah. They carried
the people away and made slaves of them
in the land of Babylon for 70 ycars.

God warned the people in the days of
Noah that the carth would be destroyed by
water. The earth was destroyed with wa-
ter.

The Bible warns us that some day the
carth will be destroyed with fire. That is
not a lie. It will burn. Those who believe
and repent will be saved, just as those
who believed Habakkuk and ran were
saved.

Sin must be punished, but repentance
brings salvation from punishment. The
people of Nineveh repented at Jonah's
preaching and were saved. They did not
repent at Nahum's preaching, and were
destroyed. Judah did not repent at
Habakkuk's preaching and they were
taken captive by an enemy who badly
abused them.

God is full of tender merey and will not
punish pecople who repent of their cvil
actions. Repentance shows faith. Those
who repent arc justified before God. “The
just shall live by faith.”

—Charlotte Huskey




nurse him until he got well? Where would
Byron sleep tonight?

The police hadn’t asked who Byron's par-
ents were. The law in New York says that
once a child is 16 he is no more a runaway.
They hadn't asked where he lived, for New
York City has hundreds of children roaming
the streets, fighting, selling drugs, running
errands for criminals, or sclling themsclves.,
It is impossible to check on all of them.
Investigations are made only on the very
young who happen to get caught. A 16-year-
old must make it any way he can without
government help. Who would help Byron?

God was watching.

Byron wandered into a mission. He was
given a place to sleep. The next day some
rules were explained. "We take anyonc un-
der 21,” Sandra, the dircctor, told him. “We
arc happy you are here. You will have a bed
and food. In return for this you must show us
by your actions that you want to be respect-
able. A child who stays here can not be using
drugs, drinking alcohol, or doing any crimi-
nal act.”

Byron nodded to show his agreement.

He was assigned a bed, and special food
was prepared for him. For three weeks he ate
only liquids through a straw. He spent most
of the days in Sandra's office; because he
didn’t want others to see him.

Eventually, the bruiscs cleared up and
the wires were taken out of his jaws. At last
he could speak.

The mission helped him find a job. The
week he was to get his first pay check, he got
a letter telling of his mother’s death. Sandra
tried to comfort Byron, but he seemed not to
need comfort. When this happened, Sandra
knew trouble was ahead.

That weckend he disappeared.

Two days later he appeared.

The next payday, he disappearcd again.

Sandra wondered if Byron was getting
drunk for a weekend to forget his sorrow. Or
maybe he was using drugs and must stay
away to cover that.

*I see you don't want to lose your job,”
Sandrasaid, theday he returned. “I'mhappy

for that, but are you using drugs?" she
questioned.

Byron denied using drugs.

The third time Byron disappcared for a
weekend, he found himself locked out of the
mission.

Byron was sitting on the curb crying.
Another teen who lived at the mission told
Sandra that Byron had no place to go.

Sandra sat down on the curb beside
Byron. Minutes passed without cither one
saying a word.

Byron broke the silence. “I'm on crack,”
he confessed. “I'm sorry I disobeyed the
rules. How can I get off this stuff? [ spent my
whole pay check in one night,” he blurted
out. Then he buried his face in Sandra’s lap
and sobbed like a baby, begging all the while
for someone to help, someone to care, some-
one to love him.

He was much bigger than Sandra, much
stronger, and one would think more able to
handle problems. But he was bound by
something worse than chains. Sandrawas a
little woman, but she had lecamed to trust in
a mighty powerful God who could break the
chains of sin and habit.

“With God's power we can and will help
you, Byron. If you truly want to, we can and
will help you to get off and stay off drugs.”

The next day Byron entered a drug abuse
program.

He did overcome the drug habit, but it
was a slow painful process.

After Byron left the mission, he wrote to
Sandra every week. Some letters were just
friendly letters. Others letters told of his
dctermination to be a good man. “If it hadn't
been for the mission, I would be dead today,”
he wrote. *You have taught me all I know
about how to have a good life.”

When vacation came he showed up at the
mission. “I've come home for a visit,” he said.
Sandra was surprised he had made such a
ncat, well-mannered, young man. Although
he had never known his earthly father, he
lecarned to trust the power of a Heavenly
Father. —Charlotte Huskey
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What Did Chet Win? games?” Chet bet $20 on five games. He

(From the San Diego Tribune, lost.
June 7, 1991) The next weekend, he bet on some

Thunderous applause arose from
5000 students and parents as Chet
hurried to receive an athletic award
from Columbia's athletic director, Ralph
Furey. Chet Forte had been voted col-
lege basketball's Player of the Year.

The following day, Chet’s best friend
asked, “Are you going to continue study-
ing medicine or go all out for sports?”

“I think I will try sports. I have a
contract with the Eastern League for
this next season.”

“You'll do great! I never thought you
were cut out to be a doctor. Your gruff
brutal ways would scare a sick guy to
death.” They laughed together.

Chet played one season, then he was
drafted by the Columbia Broadcasting
System (CBS) as a production assis-
tant. “I don't know much about TV
production,” he admitted. “But I am
willing to learn.”

Chet did learn. He learned fast. He
moved back to Hackensack, New Jer-
sey, his hometown. His wages increased.
However, before they increased enough
to please Chet, a frlend said to him,
“Hey, Chet, wanna bet a few baseball

more games. This time things went
better. Chet thought this was an easy
way to make some extra money.

Sometimes he was gambling $50 a
game.

“I'd be careful of gambling so much,”
his wife cautioned. “I've heard that gam-
bling is like a silent, incurable, dis-
ease—like a cancer that gets its hold
and can't be shaken off.”

“I'm just having a little fun. Don't
worry about me.”

A few years later Chet landed a very
good job with the American Broadcast-
ing Company (ABC). Soon he wasn't
only betting on weekends, but he was
betting thousands of dollars everyday
on several dozen games—baseball, bas-
ketball, and football, pro and college, it
didn't matter. If it moved, Chet bet on it.
Sometimes he bet $30,000 a day.

“We could have bought a new car with
what you lost gambling this week,™ his
wife stormed. “I'm tired of you losing
money."

“I'll buy you whatever you want.”

“A Mercedes will do.”

(Continued on page four)
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The Destruction of Israel

New Words: 1. Day in this lesson is a
period of time, not a 24-hour day.

2. Land is the country of Israel.

3. Zephaniah is the name of the prophet;
it means God is hidden.

Zephaniah 1:1 The word of the Lord
which came unto Zephaniah . . . in the
days of Josiah . . . king of Judah.

4 1 will also siretch out mine hand
upondJudah, and uponall the inhabitants
of Jerusalem; and [ will cut off the rem-
nant of Baal. . ..

6 And . . . those that have not
sought the Lord, . . .

9 In the same day also will | punish
all those . . . which fill their masters’
houses with violence and dcceit.

12 And it shall come to pass at that
time, that I will search Jerusalem with
candles, and punish the men that arc
scttled on their lees: that say in their
heart, The Lord will not do good, neither
will he do evil.

2:3  Seckye theLord, all ye meck of the
carth, which have wrought his judgment;
scck righteousness, seck meckness: it
may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
Lord's anger.

Ecclesiastes 8:10 And so | saw the
wicked buried, who had come and gone
from the place of the holy, and they were
forgotten in the city where they had so
done: this is also vanity.

11 Because sentence against an cvil
work is not executed speedily, therefore
the heart of the sons of men s fully sct in
them to do evil.

12 Though a sinner do cvil an hun-
dred times, and his days be prolonged, yet

2

surely I know that it shall be well with
them that fear God, which fear before him:

13 But it shall not be well with the
wicked, . ..

The Message: Sin will always be pun-
ished, but those who seek the Lord can

escape.

Questions:

1. Who was the prophet?

2. What did the prophet’s name mean?

3. Who was the king of Judah at this
time?

4. What was God going to do?

5. What was to happen to those who filled
thetfr master’s houses with violence?

6. Who said, “The Lord will not do good
nor cvil?

7. What were the people to do to hide from
the Lord’s anger?

8. What often happens when evil is not
promptly punished?

9. What will happen to those who fear
God?

Bible Verse

Seek ye the Lord, . . . seek righ-

teousness, seekmeekness:it may
be ye shallbe hid in the day of the

Lord’s anger. Zeph. 2:3.




Intoday’s lesson, Zephaniahwas wamn-
ing Judah of destruction because of their
sins. Disobedience against God is always
punished. Some may secem toescape when
the punishment does not come soon, but
sooner or later they will be punished.

Sixteen-year-old King Josfah believed
that God punished evil, so he made many
reforms that kept Judah from being de-
stroyed while he was king. However, soon
after he died the people returned to their
evil ways, and God allowed them to suffer.

Let’s discuss some of the sins for which
Israel suffered:

1. God's commandment was: Thou shalt
have no graven images before me, nor bow
down to them, nor serve them The people
of Judah rebuilt the idols’ temples, which
Josiah had destroyed, and again wor-
shiped idols. Only a very few remained
true to God.

2. Another gross sin was immorality.
God's law says, people must not commit
adultery nor fornication. But some men in
Israel had several wives at the same time.
Others divorced their wives and married
other women. Sometimes they swapped
wives.

3. God commanded: “Thou shalt not
steal.” People were stealing from one an-
other and from God. “Ye have robbed me,”
said the Lord, “by not paying your tithes
and offerings.” The rich were robbing the
poor by charging high interest on loans.
The priests were robbing the people by
demanding unnecessary offerings, and
robbing God by pocketing money which
belonged in the temple treasury.

4. Murders werecommon in thosedays.
Only in war or sclf defense was a person
allowed to kill. Can you namec the com-
mandment being broken? If you said,
“Thou shalt not kill,” you were right.

5. Another commandment which may
not seem very important is: “Remember
the sabbath day to keep it holy.” This

commandment is explained in Exodus
23:10-12. The people. animals, and the
land were to rest every sceven days. The
land was to be farmed for six years, but
not sowed or reaped the seventh year. For
a while the men of Israel were careful to
rest every seven days and to let their land
rest every seventh year. Later, however,
they became covetous and farmed every
year.

6. “Thou shalt not covet,” was another
commandment broken. Coveting is want-
ing things that belong to others. Besides
wanting money and riches which belonged
to others, the young people of Judah
wanted the respect and honor that was
due to only their parents.

7. They quit honoring their parents,
thus disobeying, “Honor thy father and
thy mother.”

8. They wanted riches and often bore
“false witness against their neighbor” to
gain riches.

9. Sometimes they would swear in God's
name when God had commanded, “Thou
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
invain.”

God sent prophets to remind them of
His commandments which they were dis-
obeying. The pcople only scoffed and ig-
nored the warnings. God patiently worked
with the people of Judah and Israel for
490 years, but they continued breaking
His laws. Finally He allowed the people to
be carried away as slaves into the land of
Babylon where thcy were kept for 70
years. The land which they overworked
rested those seventy years. If you divide
480 ycars by 7 you will sce that these 70
years were the time which the land would
have rested had the people obeyed God's
law. —Charlotte Huskey




Chet bought her a Mercedes. He
bought another Mercedes.

“Say, Chet, betting's gonna kill you,”
his friends cautioned.

“I've got plenty of money,” Chet
boasted, and someday I'll make a mil-
lion gambling.”

“Son, you're just hurting yourself
and your family,” his mother pleaded.
“You lose more than money when you
gamble. How about the time that should
be spent with your family?”

“I know, Mom. I'm going to do better.”

Chet's wages went up like a sky-
rocket until they reached $900,000 a
year. That's $17,307 per week.

Chet lived first-class. He wore gold
medallions and tailored silk shirts. His
seven-bedroom home in Saddle River,
New Jersey was worth $1.5 million.

As his earnings increased so did his
gambling. One night in Atlantic City, N.
J. he played blackjack. He just wouldn't
quit—until he had lost $200,000. Even
that didn't stop Chet from gambling.

“You've got to stop this,” his wife often
shouted. Her words fell on deaf ears.

Later he began spending more money
gambling than he was earning. He was
losing more than $900,000 a year bet-
ting on sports. When his earnings were
gone, he got money though abankloan.
Before long, all that money and his
$75.000 monthly wages was gone. He
went to another bank and borrowed
money. Soon he had gambled away that
money. He borrowed from another bank.
He lied about what he owned to get the
bank to make the loan. This happened
to several more banks. Next he de-
frauded his co-workers and friends out
of money. Then he cheated his family to
get money and continued gambling.

When Chet did quit gambling, he was
$1.3 million in debt. He had even sold

his contract with ABC because he
needed some quick cash. This put him
out of a job.

His $1.500,000 home and his two
Mercedes were seized by federal agents.
His home was sold at public auction.

Attorney Lustberg is trying hard to
keep Chet Forte from going to prison.
“He’s never been threatened over any of
his gambling.” Lustberg says. “It is in-
come tax evasions and fraud. (Some say
he borrowed $147 million from banks
by misstating his assets.) He could re-
ceive up to 11 years in prison.

Chet Forte is now working as a radio
talk show host in San Diego, California.
He sends all his pay checks to his wife,
wholives with their daughter and Chet's
mother. He has suffered three heart
attacks, and undergone surgery for skin
cancer.

Chet says, “I'm sure I'm never gonna
gamble again. [ haven't gambled since
April Fool's Day (1988), which is perfect
for me, for that is what I was, a fool.”

—Charlotte Huskey

Out Of Business

Here are two Scripture texts you
should remember:

“Be sure your sins will find you out.”

“The way of the transgressor is hard.”

Sin twists your steering gear; batters
up your fenders; breaks your wind-
shield; and fumbles your brakes.

Sin puts you physically, mentally,
morally, and spiritually out of busi-
ness.

How far down life’s highway will a
person get with abent axle shaft, twisted
steering gear, flat tires, etc? The moral
atmosphere is right when your car of
life is kept FIT. Then you can go down
life’s way in high and get somewhere.

—Selected
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Out of the Darkness

(sasunanassness)|

“Wake up! Wake up” I called to Kent. He
opened one glazed eye and laid back on
his pillow. “Get up,” I said, “breakfast is
almost ready.”

“I don't want to eat,” he mumbled.

Every morning I had to get Kent up.
Sometimes I had to give him his clothes.
At other times I had to help him get
dressed. I had to make him eat. Some-
times [ put spoonfuls of food in his mouth.
Sugar was the only thing he wanted.

He was a speed freak who had just
about destroyed himself. His older brother
had brought him to us at the Inner-City
Mission, hoping we could help Kent.

We had tried hard with Kent. The policy
to stay at the mission, was “No drugs,” yet
we kept Kent, knowing that he was sneak-
ing them. Each time he returned excited,
happy. and smiling, we knew he had
disobeyed. Yet we would forgive. We were
hoping to someway help the poor boy. We
knew six or eight hours later that Kent
would tumbile into a puddle of gooey mis-
ery and hopeless depression. “I hate my-
self.” he would wail. “Why? Why did I do
it?" At those times he wanted to kill
himself.

The staff decided to surround him with
watchful cyes 24 hours a day. While doing
his usual work, each stafl member took
his turn watching over Kent. Two of the

men took turns sleeping with open ears to
keep a tab on Kent at night.

Even with all these watchful cyes, Kent
managed to escape. When the guardian
was least expecting it, Kent would vanish
and be back soon with the zip and zap of
a speed freak. Kent didn’t want todo what
he was doing—he was forced by his habit.
He knew he was disappointing us. That
made him feel even worse.

One night before going to bed, I noticed
Kent had a sad make-believe smile. At
three o'clock in the momning I heard aloud
thud. I found Kent collapsed on the bath-
room floor, an empty bottle of slecping
pills beside him. We rushed him to the
hospital. God blessed and Kent lived. “I'm
too miserable to live,” he protested. “Why
did you do this to me?”

“Because we love you,” I answered.

He studied me. I think he was trying to
see If | really did love him.

Fearing the next time he would kill
himself, I took him for an examination to
oneof the major New York medical centers
where a research program in methadrine
(speed) addiction was being carried out.
The doctors tested and studied him for
two weeks. Seven experts evaluated him.
“There is no hope for this boy,” they told
me. “I1e should alrecady be dead.”

“Isn’t there any way I can help?”

“Do what you have been doing. When
you stop, he will die,” they said.

(Continucd on page four)
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Restoration of Israel

Zephaniah 3:11 In that day shalt
thou not be ashamed for all thy doings,
wherein thou hast transgressed against
me: for then I will take away out of the
midst of thee them that rejoice in thy
pride, and thou shalt no more be
haughty. . ..

12 1 will also leave in the midst of
thee an afflicted and poor people, and
they shall trust in the name of the Lord.

13 The remnant of Israel shall not
do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall
a deceitful tongue be found in their
mouth: for they shall feed and lie down,
and none shall make them afraid.

14 Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout,
O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem.

15 The Lord hath taken away thy
judgments, he hath cast out thine en-
emy: the king of Israel, even the Lord, is
in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see
evil any more.

16 In that day it shall be said to
Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion,
Let not thine hands be slack.

17 The Lord thy God in the midst of
thee is mighty; he will save, he will
rejoice over thee with joy: he will rest in
his love, he will joy over thee with
singing.

18 I will gather them that are sor-
rowful for the solemn assembly, who
are of thee, to whom the reproach of it
was a burden.

19 Behold, at that time I will undo
all that afflict thee: and I will save her
that halteth, and gather her that was

2

driven out; and I will get them praise
and fame in every land where they have
been put to shame.

20 At that time will I bring you
again, even in the time that I gather
you: for I will make you a name and a
praise among all people of the earth,
when I turn back your captivity before
your eyes, saith the Lord.

The Message: God restored Israel
through Christ.
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Questions:

1. Who was God going to take away?
2. Who was God going to save?
3. What would the poor afflicted people
do?
4. Name three characteristics of the
remnant of Israel?
. Who did the Lord cast out?
. Who would be in the midst of Israel?
. Who would God gather for the
assembly?
8. What would happen to the people
who afflicled Israel?
9. What would God get for Israel?

N o

Bible Verse

The Lord thy God in the midst

of thee is mighty; . ..
Zeph. 3:17.



Last week we studied the first part of
Zephaniah, in which Zephaniah proph-
esied the destruction of the small part
of Israel that remained. The people who
remained were the descendents of King
David, and their country was called
Judah. They were fathers of the Jews
who were living when Jesus came. In
this way, Jesus was the son of David.

Today's lesson promises hope to these
people. Zephaniah is prophesying of
Jesus when he says in verse 17, “The
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is
mighty; he will save.” He Is speaking of
the people who are saved when he says,
“The remnant shall not do iniquity, nor
speak lies, neither shall a deceitful
tongue be found in their mouth.” These
prophecies are of spiritual Israel, which
is all saved people.

Some of the other verses are proph-
esying about the small country of Judah
which was part of Israel. After they will
have been scattered and enslaved by
their enemy as punishment for their
sins, God would again bless them. He
was to bring them again to their own
land. The temple was to be rebuilt.
Those who seriously served God would
again assemble in the temple for their
much beloved worship service. How
happy the people must have been to
hear the last of Zephaniah's prophecy!

The sin which caused Israel the most
trouble was idol worship. Everyday,
while captive in Babylon, they saw
people sacrificing to the idols. At last
they saw the foolishness of what they
had insisted on in their own homeland.
They then longed to sing the songs of
Zion and worship the true God. Once
they had been ashamed of the solemn
assembly of holy worship; they had

thought that idol worship was more
exciting,.

Often the Devil causes children and
teenagers to be ashamed of the people
of God. Sometimes they think other
churches have more exciting things to
do, like music festivals and sweet-heart
dances.

If you have such an attitude, ask God
to change it, or you may also have to
become enslaved to sin and suffer be-
fore you can appreciate the true wor-
ship of God.

Zephaniah told Israel that God would
save of them a poor and afllicted people,
those who would trust in the name of
the Lord. All of those who were proud
would be destroyed. It is very important
that we develop a humble poor spirit.
Having very little money does not make
a person poor in spirit. In our nation,
the poor are frequently very aggressive
in demanding their rights. Neither does
having a lot of money or honor make a
person proud.

Daniel and the three Hebrew children
were four of the captives who were poor
in spirit, yet Daniel was the number one
president under the king. The three
Hebrew children were high officials in
the country also, but they too were poor
in spirit.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Matt.
5:3. —Charlotte Huskey
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I took Kent back to the mission. The
staff decided to continue caring for Kent
24 hours a day. What a sacrifice for the
staff; this added to their already heavy
work load.

Days passed into weeks. The staff con-
tinued to pray for a miracle. Finally it
happened. One day Kent did not fly away.
He was at the mission all day. Then three
days slipped by and Kent had not disap-
peared for one minute. A whole week
passed and Kent had not shot up. We
celebrated! “I think I shall live,” Kent said.

No one had told him he was going to
die. He knew himself that he was slowly
killing himself, and he didn’t really want
to die.

The second miracle: Some dear friends
knew about Kent. They offered to take
Kent with them to the mountains. They
would be in a wilderness near a lake all
summer. Kent would be isolated from the
city where he had drug suppliers, but of
course he could hike away anytime and
return to his suppliers or find new ones.

We took a chance. Kent was 5' 10" tall
and weighed 110 pounds, was skinny and
lifeless. Two months later I went to visit
him. A strong 140-pound boy met me. He
smiled and showed me his biceps. He
showed me the wood he had cut for the
fireplace. He took me up a steep hiking
trail. Exhausted, I said, “Let’s sit on this
log and you tell me about your summer.”

I had always loved Kent. I loved him
even more for the effort he was putting
forth. He was repelling the darkness that
had once so engulfed him. He had buried
himself in drugs and tried to pull the dirt
in after himself when he took the sleeping
pills. Now he had chosen to fight—to
struggle against evil and death.

Before he came back in the fall, God
opened up a really great Christian high
school for Kent to attend. The brethren
there supported and encouraged Kent.
This forced his mind to come to life again.
He did wondcrful. There were many times
when it looked like Kent was going to

return to the pit. At those times, we prayed
harder and encouraged him more. Love
and praise were some of the tools we used
most often.

“There is no hope for this boy. Whenyou
stop what you are doing, he will die.”
These words have been on my mind dur-
ing the past four years. I was sustained by
the promise of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
in Isaiah which reads like this: “The Lord
hath anointed me to preach good tidings
unto the meek; he hath sent me tobind up
the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison
to them that are bound.”

Jesus Christ bound up Kent's broken
heart. Kent was a captive to speed. Jesus
opened the drug prison and let Kent go
free. But Jesus needed some humans to
help Kent believe that freedom for him
was possible.

*. . . They cried unto the Lord in their
trouble, and he saved them out of their
distresses. He brought them out of dark-
ness. .. and brake their bands in sunder.
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his
goodness, and for his wonderful works to
the children of men! For he hath broken
the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron
in sunder. Fools because of their trans-
gression, and because of their iniquities,
are afllicted. . . . they draw near unto the
gates of death. Then they cry unto the
Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them
out of their distresses. le sent his word,
and healed them. and delivered them
from their destructions. Psalm 107:
13-20.

Today Kent is a sophomore in college,
getting A's and B's.

—Charlotte ltuskey

God is able to deliver
people from every
bad habit!

Second class postage paid at Guthrie. OK. Published quarterly in weekly parts by Faith Pub. House,
920 W, Mansur, Guthrie, OK. Charlotte Huskey, Editor. One subscription, $4.00 per year (32 papers).
Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster: Please send address corrections to above address.



Vol. 43, No.3 Juniors

(USPS549-000)

Part 4  July 26, 1992

Four Times as Much

John had been taught by his mother to
give to God one tenth of all the money he
earned. It{s a noble thing to do, and the Bible
says that people who follow this plan with
their money will always be sure of receiving
a special blessing.

From the very first time that John had
earned any money of his own, he had most
carcfully set aside one tenth for the Lord.
This he had put in the offering at church. If
he received $1.00 for doing some gardening,
then he saved 10¢ for God. If he received
$2.00 for helping to wash somcbody's car,
then he put 20¢ aside in the same way.

Year by year, as he grew older, he contin-
ued to divide his money like this. But, later,
as he saw many things he wanted to buy, he
began sometimes to leave God out. He didn't
tell his mother, of course; because he knew
she would be disappointed. So that he
wouldn't feel too bad about what he was
doing, he made a note inalittle book of all he
knew he should be giving to God. He told
himself that someday, when he had made a
great deal of money, he would pay it all back.

Of course that day did not come. It never
does. The figures in John’s little notcbook
grew larger and larger, and the possibility of
him ever paying it became more and more
remote.

Then one day he came home from school
all excited with the news that a very special
outing had been planned. His teacher had
arranged for a wonderful trip where they
would have boat rides, games, and good

things to eat. The only difficulty was the
expense. It was going to cost $8.00 each.

*Well,” said Mother, “that settles it. I
couldn’t pay all that. If you want to go very
bad, you will have to use some of your own
money.”

John's face fell. He did so want to go with
all the others in his class, but how could he
use any more of his money when he owed
God so much already?

Going upstairs, he opened the drawer
where he kept his money and the little
account book. He began to count his money
to see how much he still had left.

Twenty-five cents, fifty cents, a dollar, one
dollar fifty, one dollar seventy-five cents, two
dollars, he counted.

Two dollars and fifty cents, two dollars
sceventy-five cents, three dollars. . . . On he
counted.

He had enoughl Just enough! He could go
to the outing!

But then he noticed the little notcbook.
Opening it slowly, he began counting again.
And the more he counted, the more his heart
sank.

Could it be possible he owed God so
much?

One dollar, two dollars, threc dollars, five
dollars, eight dollars. It was a dreadful
thought!

If he paid God all he owed Him, there
would be nothing left. Then he could not
possibly go. What should he do?

He was getting into a terrible state of mind
when the door opcned softly and Mother

(Continued on page four)



WORDS OF GOLD

Understanding The Word

New Word: 1. Genealogies are investigations
of family descent or pedigrees.

I Timothy 1:3 ... I [Paul] besought
[encouraged] thee to abide still at Ephesus,
when | went into Macedonia, that thou
mightest charge some that they teach no
other doctrine,

4  Neither give heed to fables and end-
less genealogies, which minister questions,
rather than godly cdifying. . . .

5 Now the end of the commandment is
charity out of a pure heart, and of a good
conscience, . . .

6 From which some having swerved
have turned aside unto vain jangling;

7 Desiring to be teachers of the law;
understanding neither what they say, nor
whereof they affirm [prove it].

8 But we know that the law is good, if
a man use it lawfully;

9 Knowing this, that the law is not
made for a righteous man, but for the law-
less and disobedient, for the ungodly and for
sinners, . . . for murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

10  For whoremongers [adulterers), for
them that defile themselves with mankind
(homosexuals), for menstealers (kidnappers),
for liars, . . . and if there be any other thing
that is contrary to sound doctrine;

12 ...Ithank Christ Jesus our Lord, .
.. for that he counted me faithful, putting me
into the ministry;

13 Whowas beforeablasphemer,anda
persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbe-
lief.

15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners; of whom I am
chief,

2

16 Howbeit for this cause | obtained
mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might
shew forth all longsuffering, .

18 This charge I commit unto thee, son
Timothy, . .. that thou . . . mightest war a
good warfare;

19  Holdingfaith, and a good conscience;
which some having put away concerning
faith have made shipwreck:

The Message: Do not study the Bible to

argue a doctrine. Study it to better know
God's love, for His commandments are

based on love.

Study the Bible to
learn how God wants
us to live.

Questions:

1. Why did Paul want Timothy to stay in
Ephesus?

2. What do fables and endless gencalogics
cause?

3. What is the end or purpose of God's

commandments?

For whom is the law made?

Why did Paul blaspheme and persecute?

Who did Jesus come to save?

Why did Paul find mercy?

Why did Paul charge Timothy with this

work?

Why do some make shipwreck?

XN OA

©

Bible Verse

Now the end of the commandment
is charity out of a pure heart, and of

a good conscience. (I Tim. 1:5).



Timothy lived in Lystra. His Jewish Chris-
tian mother and grandmother had taught
him how to serve God. On Paul's second
missionary journey to Lystra he invited Timo-
thy to trave] with him. They traveled together
all over Asia Minor. Timothy was also with
Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome.
After Paul was free, they went together on
more missfonary trips. Eventually, Timothy
settled down to pastorthe churchat Ephesus.

When Paul heard of trouble in the church
at Ephesus, he wrote to Timothy giving him
instructions on how to handle the problem.
Two brethren had turned away from what
Paul had taught and were teaching false
doctrines. Others were believing these false
teachings, and this was causing contentions
and arguments. There were arguments over
the old Jewish Law which Christ had nailed
to the cross. There were questions about
who belonged to what family. This was im-
portant under the Old Testament Law be-
cause certain authority and godly powers
were passed from father to son, to grandson
etc. Christ, however, said that each one
would give account to God for himself.

Most organizations have laws. If you be-
long to aclub, it has some laws. Ourschools,
our cities, our states, and our nation have
laws. When the New Testament uses the
word law, it is referring to the Jewish laws of
the Old Testament.

Some of the people in the congregation at
Ephesus thought that being a Christian was
just obeying all these laws. Children some-
times grow up thinking they will gain heaven
by being good and obeying church laws.
Although being good is a vital part of the
Christian’s life, it will not unlock heaven's
door. Jesus Christ is the only one worthy of
opening this door. (I Tim. 2:5).

The brethren seemed to have lost sight of
God's love manifested through His Son. If
they had studied the law more closely, per-
haps they could have seen that the purpose
of the lawwas to show God's love. It was love
that caused God to make laws to punish
those who mistreated others. If He had not,
people would have been killing, stealing,

kidnapping, and making life miserable for
everyone.

The problem in Ephesus seemed to be
that preachers were not using the law to
show God's love, but to win arguments. The
goal in an argument is to win. But the goal of
God's Word is to show Ilis love. This is also
the goal of those who speak God'’s Word from
a pure conscience.

The law was like a schoolmaster, taking
the Israelite people to the place where they
could begin to learn. Part of the law taught
them to control their affectfons; it shows us
the importance of keeping our love centered
on God and gives some guidclines to help us
do that. “Remember the Sabbath” was meant
to teach us to take time for spiritual things.

Another part of the law taught the pcople
how to live lovingly with others. Adultery,
stealing, disrespect to parents, lying, and
being greedy (coveting) only leads to trouble.
Paying back things you borrow, replacing
things you have broken, and helping with a
neighbor's run-a-way animal are pointers
on how to live happily with others.

Still other parts of the law dealt with civil
law—how to correct those who were not
living by the laws God had established.

A Christian today, without knowing the
law, is already obeying its principles. How-
ever studying the law will show us areas in
which we may improve our living. As we
perfect our lives, we must never trust our
good works for our salvation. We are saved
only by the mercy and lovingkindness of
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.

Timothy had a big job on his hands, but |
am sure that through the grace of God he
was able to show the great love of God to his
congregation. —Charlotte Huskey

“Do unto others, as you would
have them do to you."




entered. Quickly he threw his money and
book into the drawer and closed ft.

But somehow Mother gucssed what was
the matter. Mother usually does guess right,
doesn’t she?

Sittingdown onJohn's bed, Mother picked
up his Bible and tumed the pages slowly
unti] she came to the third chapter of the
book of Malachi. There she read those old
familiar words: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye
have robbed me. But ye say. Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. . . .
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to receive it.”

John had heard Mother read these verses
many times before, but somehow this time
they made a deeper impression on his mind
than ever before.

“Mother,” he said, “I've decided not to go to
that outing.”

*You have?" said Mother, “Why?"

“Well, | might as well tell you. I have just
eight dollars saved up and I owe it all to God.
I haven't paid my tithe since I don't know
when, and I'm going to pay it now instead of
going to the outing. I wish you would take
this money, so I won't be tempted to spend
it.”

John passed over his precious cight dol-
lars to mother who, for a moment, hardly
knew what to say.

*I think,"” she said after a pause, "I think
you have made the right decision. John, lam
sure that it will all turn out right. God does
such wonderful things when we please Him,
and when He opens the windows of heaven,
He usually opens them wide.”

The next few days were hard days for
John. It seemed as though every few min-
utes some boy or girl would ask himifhe was
going to the outing and he would have to
reply, “No, not this time, thank you,” and
then be asked, “Why not?” and he would
have to explain without really telling them
anything.

Atlast theoutingday arrived. John thought
it would be the hardest day of all to see
everybody going away and have to stay be-
hind.

Then carly that very morning the post-
man came. He had a letter for John. It was
from a reclative living in the West Indies.
Inside was a check for $32.00—exactly four
times as much as the titheJohn had given to
God. John went to the outing after all. In-
deed, he was the happiest boy there. The
windows of heaven had opened widel

—Selected
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Answer the questions to find thelettersin
the heavy line which tell us the name of a
knowledge humans have that animals do
not have.

e

Our Saviour.

The Creator of the universe.
God's special creation.

Another name for wrong.

A name for our doings.
Something I must do before I get help
from God.

7. Another word for sin.

8. A good position to pray.

9. What Jesus says to all people.
10. A place for the Holy Spirit to lve.
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Seventeen Cowards

Breathlessly Bill came rushing into the
house and flopped down in a chair. He
looked scared to death.

At that moment Father came into the
room too. “Whatever is the matter, Bill?" he
asked anxiously.

“Oh, nothing,” said Bill.

"Yes, there is; I can tell by the look onyour
face. What has happened?”

"Oh, Dad,” said Bill, wriggling uncom-
fortably on his chair. “You sce, we were all
playing ball up there on that vacant lot near
old Mrs. Boliger's. You know where it s,
about half a mile down the street from here.”

“Yes, I know it well,” said Dad. *I used to
play on that lot myself when | was a boy.”

"Well,” hesitated Bill, “the ball—"

"I know what you are going to say,” said
Dad. “The ball went through Mrs. Boliger's
window.”

*Yes, that is what happened. Howdid you
know?"

I just guessed. But say, Bill, why are you
so scared?”

“I'm not really scared,” said Bill. "But
Dad, you know—Mrs. Boligeris such amean
old woman. She makes such a fuss about
things like that.”

“Well, what did you all do after the win-
dow was broken?®

"We ran away."

*You all ran away?"

“Yes.”

“How many boys were playing?”

“Seventeen.”

“And you tell me that all seventeen of you
ran away. All of you afraid of what some
elderly woman might say to you?"

“Yes, Dad,” said Bill, hanging his head.

*Well, all I can say is that I think you were
just seventeen cowards, that's all.”

Bill didn't like what Dad said, but he
knew that the accusation was true. For the
moment, however, he tried to defend him-
self. "But Mrs. Boliger is so awlully cranky,”
he said.

*It doesn’t matter how cranky she is. If
you boys broke her window, you should have
had the courage to go and tell her you did
and offer to pay for the damage. Why, it
wouldn't have cost more than a few cents
apiece to replace it. By the way, who hit the
ball that broke the window?®

Bill hesitated, “Er—er—er—"

*Tell me. Who hit the ball that broke the
window?*

°I did,” said Bill.

“I thought so. But [ wanted you to admit
it. And now, no matter what the others do,
you must go to Mrs. Boliger's and tell heryou
are sorry.”

*I can't,” cried Bill.

“But you must,” said Dad sev.rely. “It is
the only proper thing to do. No boy of minc is

(Continued on page four)
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Train Yourself
in Godliness

ITimothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith, giving heed
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils;

2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; hav-
ing their conscience seared with a hot
iron:

3 Forbidding to marry, and com-
manding to abstain from meats, which
God hath created to be received with
thanksgiving. . . .

4 Foreverycreature of Godis good,
and nothing to be refused, If it be re-
ceived with thanksgiving:

5 Foritis sanctified by the word of
God and prayer.

6 If thou put the brethren in re-
membrance of these things, thou shalt
be a good minister of Jesus Christ, . ..

7 Butrefuse profaneand old wives'
fables, and exercise thyself rather unto
godliness.

8 Forbodily exercise profitethlittle:
but godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life that
now is, and of that which is to come.

10 Fortherefore we both labourand
sufferreproach, because we trust in the
living God, who is the Saviour of all
men, specially of those that believe.

12 Let no man despise thy youth;
but be thou an example of the believers,
in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity.

13 Till I come, give attendance to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

2

14 Neglect not the gift that is in
thee, which was given thee by proph-
ecy, with the laying on of the hands of
the presbytery.

15 Meditate upon these things; give
thyself wholly to them; that thy profit-
ing may appear to all.

16 Takeheed untothyself, and unto
the doctrine; continue in them: for in
doing this thou shalt both save thyself,
and them that hear thee.

The Message: Training yourself to
live godly is much more important
than physical exercise.

“Keep spiritually fit!”

Questions:

1. What will happen in the latter times?

2. What will these men speak?

3. Name some things that will be for-
bidden.

4. What is to be refused?

5. Which is most profitable, exercise or
godliness?

6. Why will the brethren suffer re-
proach?

7. What are young people commanded
to do?

8. To what should attention be given?

9. How was Timothy to save himself
and others?

Bible Verse

For bodily exercise profiteth
little: but godliness is profit-
able unto all things. (I Tim. 4:8).



Although this was a letter to Timo-
thy, it is also a prophecy. Paul is telling
some things that will happen in the last
days. We have studied about several
different times when God sent prophets
to the people of Israel and told them
what was going to happen. Sometimes
it was to happen if they did not repent;
at other times the prophet just spoke
about things that would happen in the
future. The Spirit, through Paul, is
speaking very clearly about what will
come in the future.

In years to come, and already, some
will and have turned away from the
truth and will give attention to doc-
trines of devils and be seduced by evil
spirits. When this happens, they will
speak or preach lies. They will form
church laws that will not allow men to
marrty, nor to eat certain foods.

Ifyou read the story of Martin Luther,
you already know that the church he
was in would not allow the priests,
monks, nuns, and other church work-
ers to marry. Luther had lots of trouble;
because he said the Bible did not con-
demn people who married. The Catho-
lic church is not the only church which
teaches this false doctrine; neither are
they the only church who teaches
against eating certain foods.

If a person is to keep clear of false
doctrines, they must refuse a lot of
things they hear. Many radio and tele-
vision programs, through stories, ser-
mons, and testimonies are teaching
false doctrines. Books, newspapers, and
magazines are doing the same. Almost
everyday I get mail from some organiza-
tion that is spreading false doctrines.

If you hear something that doesn’t
seemright, ask an older godly person to

explain to you what the Bible teaches
about that subject. We should be selec-
tive about which programs we listen to.
Have someone help you decide about
ones that seem strange.

Timothy's father was a Greek. The
Greeks served many gods. They held
many festivals in honor of their gods.
The programs included drama, prayer,
animal sacrifices, and athletic contests.
The Olympic Games held every four
years were part of their religious festi-
vals. Paul warned Timothy against be-
coming caught up in this spirit, when
he told him thatbodily exercise profiteth
little, but godliness is profitable not
only in this world, but also in the next
world. More than anything else, Paul
wanted Timothy to be a good servant of
God.

Paul’s instruction will help anyone
to be successful. He says, “Get your
priorities straightened out. Godliness
{s more important than bodily exercise,
so one should give more attention to
godly exercise than bodily exercise. Be
an example to other believers by what
you say, by the way you live, by doing
good deeds, by having a good attitude,
by real faith, and living pure. If you do
these things, you shall save yourself
and others from falling into a trap that
will cause them to lose their soul.

—Charlotte Huskey




going to be such a coward as not to apologize
when he has done a thing like this. So get
yourself cleaned up and we'll go.”

"You mean you are going to go with me?”

“Yes, I am going with you as far as Mrs.
Boliger's front gate, and then you are going
to the door and speak to her all by yourself.”

*Oh, groans,” Bill muttered to himself as
he got off his chair and went to the bathroom
to wash his hands and brush his hair.

He came downstairs again, and together
they set out for Mrs. Boliger's.

It wasn’t a very happy journey, at least
not for Bill. He couldn’t have been more
scared if he had been on his way to a final
test, or to prison.

“Do [ really have to go?" he asked after a
painfully long silence.

“Yes you do. There is really no other way,
and you will feel a great deal happler when
you have done the right thing.”

Silence fell again. They walked on. Bill
was wishing that the distance might have
been twenty miles so Dad would get tired
and give up.

At last they turned a comer and came to
the vacant lot where the accident had taken
place. Mrs. Boliger's house was in full view,
and so was the broken window.

“Here we are,” said Dad, as they reached
the little white gate. "I will wait here while
you go to the house and speak to her. It is
much better foryou to do this little job alone.
1 shall be nearby if you need me.”

There was nothing else for Bill to do now
but go on alone. As he went up the path he
felt sure that Mrs. Boliger’s eyes were watch-
ing him all the way.

And all the time he kept thinking to
himself, “What will she say when I confess
that I was the one who broke her window?”

Bill rang the bell. It sounded loud and
long, like the very knell of doom.

The door opened, and there stood Mrs.
Boliger. To Bill's amazement she had a smiile
on her face.

“Howdoyoudo?” she said in akindly tone
of voice. “What may I do for you?”

"Well—er—well—er, " stuttered Bill, blush-
ing all over. “I—er—er am the boy who—er—
hit the ball that—er—broke your window
this afternoon.” Bill turned away just a little
and hesitated as though he were waiting for
a bomb to explode.

But it didn't. Instead he heard a very
sweet voice saying, " am proud of you. I have
had my windows broken this way many,
many times, but you are the very first boy
who has ever come to tell me about it. Youare
areal gentlemen. You surely must have been
taught right You must have a wonderful
father.”

“Oh,” said Bill, pointing to his father,
"that’'s my dad over there. He came along
with me.”

*You have a fine boy here,” said Mrs.
Boliger. “In fact, | think he’s the best boy I've
ever met. You know, Sir, no boy has ever
come here before and spoken to me like this
about breaking my windows.”

°Bill and I would like to pay you for
putting the glass in again.”

*Oh, dear no,” she said. *I wouldn't think
of it. It's quite all right. I've repaired so many
before, I wouldn't have this dear boy pay for
one of my windows."”

Bill beamed with joy.

They talked together for a little while, and
then Dad and Bill said good-bye and started
home.

“I suppose you aren'’t sorry you came to
see her?” Dad asked.

“I should say not. Why she was nice. I
would never have dreamed that she would
be like that. I wonder why the boys say that
she is mean. She isn't a bit mean or even
cranky.”

“Boys sometimes say things like that
because they don't understand. By the way,
Bill, don’t you feel better now since you have
done the right thing, the brave thing?”

“Do 1? I feel that I could jump clear over
the moon!” —Selected

Always be honest!
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Billy Wins

In a little village tucked away be-
tween beautiful mountains covered with
ash, birch, elder and maple trees there
is a small chapel. Each year in the fall
when nature has splashed the moun-
tains with hues of orange, red, and
yellow, a preacher comes to tell about
the Inner-City Mission for Homeless
Children.

Billy, his five sisters, mom and dad
sitting on the church bench reminded
the preacher of crisp new books on a
bookshelf. Billy was always there, on
the same bench, three rows from the
pulpit.

Everyyear Billy satlistening as care-
fully as the year before. “I'm coming to
work at your mission,” nine-year-old
Billy told him.

“I'm coming to help you, when my
dad lets me,” he said the following year.

“I'm coming when I'm out of school,”
he sald when the preacher returned.

The followingyear the preachernoted
something different about the family.
Billy had a mustache and he wasn't
sitting between his sisters, he was sit-
ting beside his father. “I'm graduating
in two more years,” Billy said.

The following year, Billy was sitting
in the rear of the church beside a pretty
girl. He didn't speak to the preacher.

At Billy's home later that night, Billy
sald, “I'm coming to help you when I
finish school.”

When Billy finished school, his prom-
ised changed. “I'm coming to help in
your mission when 1 finish college.”

The preacher hadn’t seen Billy for a
long time. One day a letter came. “I'm in
my last year of college. I'll be ready to
come in the spring. Do you still need
me?”

In the early summer Billy came to
the Inner-City Mission for Homeless
Children. “Here, I am ready to help,” he
said. “God must want me here. I just
had to come.”

There Billy was in the dirty, hot,
muggy, cement city. When he stepped
outside of the Mission walls he saw
drug pushers, drunks sleeping on the
sidewalks, and prostitutes. He saw
hungry homeless children, and gaunt-
eyed alcoholic mothers. How different
from the beautiful hill that surrounded
his father's farm. Yet Billy was happy.
His happiness showed in his eyes. It
showed in his walk as he skipped along
from one job to another. It showed in his
smile. It showed in the kind patient way
he treated the undesirable people who
came in off the street.

Billy, loving, caring, Billy, he is just
what the homeless, lonely childrefi

(Continued on page four)



WORDS OF GOLD

Set Your Priorities

I Timothy 6:6 But godliness with
contentment is great gain.

7 Forwe brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out.

8 And having food and raiment
[clothing] let us be . . . content.

9 Buttheythat will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is the root
of all evil: which while some coveted
after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with
many SorTows,

11 But thou, O man of God, flee
these things; and follow after righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness.

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art
also called, and hast professed a good
profession before many witnesses.

13 Igive thee charge in the sight of
God, who quickeneth all things, and
before Christ Jesus, . . .

14 That thou keep this command-
ment without spot, unrebukeable, un-
til the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ:

17 Charge them that arerichin this
world, that they be not highminded, nor
trust in uncertain riches, but in the
living God, who giveth us richly all
things to enjoy;

18 That they do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to distribute
2

[share], willing to communicate [or to
pass along};

19 Laying up instore for themselves
a good foundation against the time to
come, that they may lay hold on etemmal
life.

20 O Timothy, keep that which is
committed to thy trust, avoiding pro-
fane and vain babblings [useless talk],
and oppositions of science falsely so
called:

21 Which some professing have
erred concerning the faith. Grace be
with thee. Amen.

The Message: A Christian's most im-
portant priority is being godly and
contented with life.

Questions
1. What is of great gain?
2. What does each person bring into
life?
3. Will we take anything with us when
we die?
4. What will happen to those who want
to be rich?
. What is the root of all evil?
. What should a Christian follow?
. From where does the rich man's
wealth come?
8. How should a rich man use his
wealth?
9. What things was Timothy to avoid?

N O,

Bible Verse

Follow after righteousness, god-
liness, faith, love, patience,

meekness, (I Tim. 6:11).




Tony was a street boy in New York
City. Once he had shared adingy apart-
ment with his parents, six brothers and
sisters, and who knows how many cock-
roaches and mice. That was before his
father died. After his father's death, his
mother told him he would have to move
out. “Get your own job and room,” she
said. “I just can't take care of all of you.”

Tony was sixteen. He left his south-
ern home and went to New York with a
determination to get rich and show his
mother how valuable he could have
been to her. He was smart. Within
months he was making $100.00 aweek,
then $200, then $300. At the age of
nineteen he was making $400 every
week, but he was not happy. He won-
dered into a shelter and asked for help.
Why should a guy making $400.00 a
week need help?

Tony had found out that his life was
rotten. He was already tired of the fast
life. He had plenty of friends when he
had money and none when it was gone.
He was often abused, sick from party-
ing, and in constant danger.

“Canyou help me?" he asked the man
in charge of the shelter.

“We can help you {f you will promise
to obey the rules around here and stay
on the program.”

“Can you find me a job?"

“We can. In fact there is an opening
for one today. It will be 40 hours a week
at minimum wage."

“Not much, compared to what I've
been making,” Tony said. “But it doesn’t
matter; money hasn't satisfied my needs.
I want to finish my education and learn
a trade. I need stable friends whom I
can trust. I need my life turned around.”

“We can help you with those needs,”
the man assured him.

Tony was getting his priorities
straight. He had learned in three years
what some take a lifetime to learn. Have
you learned what Tony has learned?
That money doesn't satisfy? That money
is the root of all evil?

Those who have set their heart to
become rich have pierced themselves
with many hurtful lusts. “Pierce™ means
to goall the way through. A desire to get
rich will cause the joy and happiness of
life to leak out. It will make one discon-
tent with whatever they have. A new
bike will not bring happiness; they will
want a more expensive one.

What should a person want most,
getting rich, or loving God and being
content with what God provides? Apostie
Paulsaid, “Godliness with contentment
is g-r-e-a-t galn.

Jesus said that we could not love two
masters, because we will hate one and
love the other. You can not love God and
money. Don't fool yourself in trying to
love both money and God. It just can't
be done. We must love God with all our
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and
trust Him to allow us to earn the money
He sees is best for us.

If a person continues striving after
riches he will come to spiritual ruin and
lose his soul. If you are wishing to some
day become rich, take Tony's advice. He
would say, “Lay that down, buddy, be-
fore it gets you into lots of misery like it
did me.” —Charlott¢ Huskey




needed. Love oozes out from him. It
pours over the loveable and the unlov-
able. What would the mission people do
without his love.

Billy gets a place to stay, his food,
and $10 a week for clothes and per-
sonal needs. For this he works eight
hours daily—maybe sixteen hours when
emergencies arise. The workers pray
together everyday and fast once a week.

Remember the story “Chet's Destruc-
tion" in The Beautiful Way, July 12?
Chet earned $75,000 a month but spent
all his earnings and a lot of borrowed
money on gambling. He ended up fac-
ing 11 years in prison.

Who is the happiest, Chet or Billy?
Isn't happiness what everyone wants
more than anything else? Was Chet
happy? Was his family happy? Is Billy
happy? You decide.

—Re-written by Charlotte Huskey
from Sometimes God Has A Kid's Face,
copyright, 1988.

The New Heart

“A new heart also will I give you.”
(Ezek. 36:26)

Why does God promise to give us a
new heart? Because our old hearts are
so evil that they can not be made any
better; and so nothing will do any good
but giving us a new heart.

Because we can not make a new
heart for ourselves; the more we try, the
more we shall find we can not do it; so

God, in His great pity and kindness,
says He will give it to us.

Unless we have a new heart we can
not enter the Kingdom of God—we can
not even see it! Without this gift we
must be left outside in the terrible dark-
ness when “the door is shut.”

What is the difference? The old heart
likes to be naughty in some way or
other; either it likes to be idle, or it likes
to let out sharp words, or to go on being
sulky or fretful instead of clearing up
and saying, “I am sorry!” The new heart
wants to be good; and is grieved when
a temptation comes, and does not wish
toyield to it; and would like to be always
pleasing the Saviour.

The old heart is afraid of God, and
does not love Him, and would much
rather He were not always seeing us.
And it does not care to hear about
Jesus, but would rather be just let
alone. The new heart loves God and
trusts what He says, and likes to know
that He is always watching it. And it is
glad to hear about Jesus, and wants to
come closer to Him.

The old heart is a slave of Satan,
taking his orders and doing what he
wishes. The new heart is a happy ser-
vant of Christ, listening to His orders
and doing what He wishes.

Oh how happy and blessed to have
this new heart! Do you not want to have
a new heart? Then “ask, and you shall
receive”; for He has said, “A new heart
also will I give you!”

“Oh for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free!

A heart that always feels thy blood,
So freely shed for me.

“A heart resigned, submissive, meek,
My dear Redeemer's throne;

Where only Christ is heard to speak,
Where Jesus reigns alone.”

—Frances Havergal |
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The Missing Pie

Shawn loved his mother. There were
many reasons why he loved her. He loved her
because she cooked good food for him to eat.
He loved her because she worked every day
at the office to éarn money so she could buy
food and pay the rent. He loved her because
she washed his clothes. He loved her be-
cause she shared his problems.

Friday, Shawn’s Dad, who was divorced
from his mom, took him to a drive-in to eat.
Shawn ordered a hamburger, french fries, a
strawberry shake, and an apple tum-over.
While he was eating he remembered how
much his motherloved apple turn-overs. “I'll
save this turn-over for Mother," he told him-
self. While his dad was looking away, he
unbuttoned his shirt and carefully slid the
pie inside it. It felt warm against his stom-
ach. Then he rebuttoned his shirtand pulled
itoutjust alittle to make a pocket for the pie.

At home again Shawn looked around for
a place to hide the pie. He couldn’t leave iton
the table or his little brother, John, would
get it. He couldn't leave it in the refrigerator
or his big sister, Laura, would eat it. He
pulled a chair up close to the sink, climbed
upon it and laid the precious pie on the
cabinet top high above the sink. “No one will
find it here,” he said.

He then went outside to play with John.
When Mother came home he usually came
inside and helped her with the housework.
At school the neighbor boys sometimes teased

him about doing gir's work. The tcasing
hurt, but it made him feel bad when his tired
mother worked while he was playing. He
knew he should help, so he did. Sometimes
he washed the dishes, or vacuumed the
carpet, or folded the clean clothes. Everyday
he made his own bed and put away his own
things. Sometimes he also put away John's
things that were lcft on the floor.

Laura was home now. She had putin a
load of clothes to wash. He could hear the
washer.

An hour later Mother stopped the car in
front of the house. Shawn ran to meet her.

*I brought you an apple turn-over from
my lunch,” he told her, trying hard to keep
his voice in a whisper although he was very
excited about {t. Mother gave him a real tight
squeeze and smiled even brighter than usual.

“Give me a hug, too,” wailed John. *You
always hug him mor'n you do me.” Mother
bent down and hugged John.

*It's on the top shelf by the sink,” Shawn
said to Mother when they were inside. Mother
reached her hand high on the shelf, but she
couldn't find the pie. She reached further
back and felt all around.

“Iputitright there,” Shawn sighed. Mother
felt again, but there was no pie.

“Laura may know something about the
pic, because I left $4.27 here for her to pay
Mrs. Murry. “Laura,” Mother called, "did you
scc an apple tum-over?®

(Continued on page four)
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Careful With God’s Word

I Timothy 2:1 Thou therefore, my
son, be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus.

2 And the things that thou hast
heard of me [Paul]. .. the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able
to teach others also.

3 Thou thereforeendure hardness,
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

4 Noman that warreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life; that
he may please him who hath chosen
him to be a soldier.

5 And if a man also strive for
masteries, yet is he not crowned, except
he strive lawfully.

6 Thehusbandman thatlaboureth
must be first partaker of the fruits.

7 Consider what I say; and the
Lord give thee understanding in all
things.

8 Remember that Jesus Christ of
the seed of David was raised from the
dead according to my gospel:

10 Therefore I endure all things for
the elect's sakes, that they may also
obtain the salvation which is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory.

11 Itisafaithful saying: Forif we be
dead with him, we shall also live with
him:

12 If we suffer, we shall also reign
with him: if we deny him, he also will
deny us:

13 If we belfeve not, yet he abideth
faithful: he cannot deny himself.

14 Of these things put them in re-
membrance, charging them before the

2

Lord that they strive not about words to
no profit, . . .

15 Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not
tobe ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.

16 But shun profane and vain
babblings: for they will increase unto
more ungodliness.

17 And their word will eat as dotha
canker: . ..

19 Nevertheless the foundation of
God standeth sure, having this seal,
The Lord knoweth them that are his.
And, Let every one that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity.

The Message: A Christian’s character
will become like Christ's character

when the Bible is studied and obeyed.

Questions:

1. What was Timothy encouraged to
do?

2. What was he to commit to faithful
men?

3. In what way should a Christian en-
dure hardness?

4. Why doesn't a warrior entangle him-
self in the affairs of this life?

5. Why did apostle Paul endure all
things?

6. What will happen to those who suffer
with Christ?

7. What will happen to those who deny
Him?

8. Why should a Christian study the
Bible?

9. From what should every Christian
depart?

Bible Verse

Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a8 workman that

needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of

truth. II Tim. 2:15.




A story is told of the days when
Alexander the Great was leading his
soldiers against an enemy. In a very hot
battle, when every soldier was espe-
cially needed, one young man became
so frightened that he ran from his post.
He hid in an abandoned mine until the
battle was over. Later, when he did not
report for roll call, a search was sent
out. Eventually he was found and
brought before the head commander,
Alexander the Great.

“What is your name?” the great com-
mander questioned.

Timidly the fearful man answered,
“My name is Alexander. . .."

“What? Your name is Alexander?
And you are a coward?” the commander
questioned in a rage. “It can't be so! You
either change your name, or change
your character.”

Some people who call themselves
Christians, should also quit calling
themselves Christlans, or change their
character and become Christ-like. In
our lesson today apostle Paul tells Timo-
thy what kind of character a Christian
should have.

In the first seven verses he tells
Timothy that a Christlan character is
one of strength. He said to be strongand
to teach others to be strong. Verse one:
Be strong in grace.

Verse two: Be strong in your speech.
Share with others the things you have
learned.

Verse three: Be a strong soldier; endure
hardness.”

Verse four: Be strong and don't get
entangled in things of this earthly life.
Verse flve: Be strong like an athlete,
(play by the rules).

Verse six: Be strong like a farmer, who
plants in faith that seed will produce.
Verse seven: Be strong in mind to un-
derstand what I am saying.

If a young Christian will practice being
strong in all these areas of his life, he
will be a victorious happy person.

Being strong, does not guarantee a
trouble-free life. Jesus was strong, but
he had trouble in this world. Paul was
a strong Christfan, but he received per-
secution from proud men who did not
want to accept Jesus. Il Timothy 3:12
says, “All that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

Christians, however, can be trinm-
phant although they must suffer. “If we
suffer with Him, we shall reign with
Him.”

Athletes and soldiers exercise daily
to keep strong. To keep our spirit strong,
we must daily study the Bible, talk to
God in prayer, and refuse the tempta-
tions that surround us.

Talking too much is a temptation
that causes many to be weak. Paul
warned Timothy three times about it.
One time he said, “Refuse profane and
old wives’ fables.” Another time he said,
“Avoid profane and vain babblings.” In
today's lesson he said, “Shun profane
and vain babblings.”

1f we will follow the advice of apostle
Paul, our character will be as the char-
acter of Christ, and we can truthfully be
called a Christian.

—Charlotte Huskey

“Be strong in the Lord.”




“Yes, Mother, I found it,” she answered
from the bedroom. “Thank you, it was deli-
cious!”

Shawn wanted to shout at her. He wanted
to scream, “Why did you eat my pic?" But he
stood there silently. Tears welled up in his
eyes and trickled down his checks. Hequickly
wiped them away so John couldn't see. John
might tell the boys he was crying.

“I'm glad Laura ate the pie,” sneered
John. "Cause you're always doing things so
Mother will love you more than me.”

Shawn clenched his fist. He felt like
hitting John, but he knew he shouldn't He
relaxed his fist. He felt bitter at Laura, angry
at John, and sorry for Mother and himself.

Mother was telling him something about
it being alright. He forced himself to look at
her. Their eyes met. He knew she under-
stood, and that made him feel better. He
said, “Okay,” but he knew things weren't
okay. He knew he didn't feel right Inside.

John went outside, and Shawn sat down
on the sofa, thinking about his bitter feel-
ings. Laura was still in the bedroom. He
could hear Mother talking to her about the
ple. Suddenly he remembered a lesson he'd
heard about forgiving others when they do
something to hurt you. *I must forgive,” he
told himself. He got up and went to the door.

There was John in the tree. John had
laughed because Laura ate his gift. Sure he
could forgive Laura, she hadn't known the
pie was for Mother. She may have thought it
was for her. Why else would it be laying
where Mother had left the money? Besides,
Laura did a lot of nice things for him.

He could hear Mother and Laura coming
from the bedroom. He stood still, with his
back to Laura. She was talking, "Shawn, I'm
awfully sorry I ate the pie. I thought Mother
had left it for me. Will you please forgive me?”

The bitter feclings came back. He did not
want to forgive her. “She should have asked
or shared it with John and me, if she really
thought it was for her,” he reasoned. Again
he remembered the lesson. The memory
verse had been: *But if ye do not forglve,
neither will your Father which is in heaven

forgive your trespasses.” He wanted God to
forgive him when he made a mistake. “But
this may not be a mistake,” he thought. Then
he remembered the time God had told him to
share his Sunday school paper with a boy at
school. He hadn't done it because he was
afraid of being teased by the other boys. God
had forgiven him, and that wasn't a mistake
either.

*Yes, 1 guess so,” Shawn finally mut-
tered.

Late that evening after Shawn and Laura
had finished cleaning the kitchen and doing
their homework, Mother laid down her mend-
ingand called them for family worship. John
put away his toys, and they listcned while
Mother read from the Bible. “And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. . . . For
ifye forgive men their trespasses, your heav-
enly Father will also forgive you: But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.” Matt.
6:12-15.

Shawn wondered how Mother knew what
he had been thinking; but she usually did.

After John had gone to sleep, Shawn got
out of bed and went into the living room. He
knelt beside the sofa. He stayed there a long
time telling God all about his feclings. He
knew God already knew about his feclings,
but it always made him feel better when he
told Himabout them. When he got up, all the
bitter feelings were gone. Even those to-
wards John.

As he opened the door to his room, he
could hear his mother praying in the room
across the hall. He listened. "Oh, God,” she
was saying, “please help Shawn not to be
bitter. Help him to be able to forgive. Lord
you know how much I love him. He brings so
much happiness to me. Thank you, God, for
Shawn.”

He walked over to John and kissced him.
He crawled under the covers and lay there
thinking. He loved his mother. He loved his
mother more than ever before. He had an-
other reason 1o love her—he loved her be-
cause she prayed for him!

~—Charlotte Huskey
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Faithful Friends gestion like that to set all of them to

. ing their lunches.

T opening their lunches

It was a fine summer morning as
thirteen boys from the Southgate Chris-
tian School started off together for a
day's outing in the mountains.

What a wonderful day it was going to
be! They had looked forward to it for a
long time and planned a thousand things
to do. Now, at last, the day had come,
and here they were with their lunches
in lunch boxes and paper bags, with
bright smiles on their faces, all ready for
the journey. How they shouted! How
they laughed with one another!

They crowded into three cars driven
by older friends, and away they went, as
happy as could be. Higher and higher
they climbed up the mountain road,
until at last they came to the beautiful
forest where they all loved to go for
special recreation. Here they all jumped
out, and the drivers, waving good-bye,
returned to the city.

Now they were alone, thirteen boys all
ready for the greatest day of their lives.
They wandered among the trees down
to the river and followed it to the lake.
There someone suggested that they
might as well eat in such a pretty spot,
and it didn't take more than one sug-

There was silence for awhile. Every-
body was too busy eating to talk. At last
David, who was a leader among them,
spoke up and asked what the others
would like to do after lunch.

“Let's swing on the wild vines,” they
all called out together, and it was clear
that this was what they wanted to do
most of all.

“All right,” sald David. “Has every-
body finished eating?" If so, thenlet's be
off to the vines.”

You see, the boys had all been in this
forest several times before, and they
remembered that in a certain part of it
there were some strange wild vines that
not only grew around the trees, but
actually spread from tree to tree until
all were bound together as in some
tropical jungle. Between the branches
of some lrees the vines would hang in
great loops like the ropes of a swing,
and the boys were not slow to recognize
the fun they could have swinging from
vine to vine, or just using one as a
swing.

There were so many of these loops
that there were plenty of swings for all

(Continued on page four)
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Being Faithful

II Timothy 3:10 ... Thou hast fully
known my doctrine, manner of life,
purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity,
patience,

11 Persecutions, afllictions, which
came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium,
at Lystra; . . . but out of them all the
Lord delivered me.

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

13 But evil men and seducers shall
wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived.

14 But continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them,

15 . . . From a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

16 All scripture is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:

17 That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works,

4:1 1 charge thee therefore before
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, . . .

2 Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doc-
trine.

3 For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching
ears;

2

4 And they shall turn away their
ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables.

5 But watch thou in all things,
endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist, make full proofof thy minis-

try.

6 For... the time of my departure
Is at hand.

7 Ihave fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the
faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, . .. shall give me at that day: and
not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing.

The Message: When others turn from
the truth, keep believing the things
youhave learned from godly persons.

“Be faithful to God.”

Questions:

1. Name some of apostle Paul’s godly
traits?

. From what had God delivered Paul?

. What will all godly people suffer?

. Whatwas Timothy to do when others
were being deceived?

5. How long had Timothy known the
Scriptures?

. What was Timothy charged to do?

. Was Timothy to watch and pray and
endure afllictions?

8. What was Paul's testimony?

9. What is laid up for all those who love

God's appearing?

> WN
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Bible Verse

...Continue thou in the things
which thou hast learned . . .

knowing of whom thou hast

learned them, II Tim. 3:14.



Frank Laubach was a missionary in
the Philippines. Some natives had got-
ten saved and wanted to read portfons
of the Scriptures, but they did not know
how to read. One day several natives
went to Bro. Laubach and said, “Will
you please teach us to read?”

He was a very busy man, translating
the Scriptures into their language,
preaching, teaching, and caring for the
sick. But he wanted very much for the
men to be able to study the Scriptures.
Studying the Bible would help them
grow spiritually. Finally he said, “Yes, 1
will teach you to read, if each of you will
teach someone else to read.”

They promised.

After a few months the men could
read. They taught others, who prom-
ised to teach others. These readers
taught more men. Before long, people
all over the island were reading the
Scriptures.

Apostle Paul taught Timothy the truth,
and he wanted Timothy to teach others
the truth. It has been said that if each
Christian would win one more soul in
nine months, and each one of them
would win one more within nine months,
that within twenty years everyone in
the world would be saved.

The main message in this last letter to
Timothy is for him to “be faithful to
teach others.” Paul thought the ruler
Nero would soon have him beheaded.
After he was dead, he wanted Timothy
not to give up when trouble came. He
reminded Timothy of the persecutions
he had endured and told Timothy to get
prepared to endure some persecution
also. “Fear none of those things which
thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall
cast some of you into prison, that ye

may be tried; and ye shall have tribula-
tion. . . be thou faithful unto death, and
I will give thee a crown of life.” Rev. 2:10.
“Keep on teaching the truth, Timothy,
and do not be discouraged when people
will not accept the truth,” he said. “Some
will set up their own churches and get
preachers who will preach what they
want to hear, but you continue preach-
ing the things you have learned, even
when you see these people growing in
number, for seducers will wax worse
and worse.”

Timothy had known the Holy Scrip-
tures since childhood, and Paul had
taught him the true meaning of these
Scriptures. He wanted this passed on to
others, who would pass it on to others,
who would do the same. In this way
many could know the truth, just as
many learned to read under Bro.
Laubach’s teaching method.

—Charlotte Huskey

The Fir Tree

Hark, hark! What does the fir tree say
Standing still all night, all day—
Never a moan from over his way,
Green though all the winter's gray—
What does the steadfast fir tree say?
Creak, creak! Listen “Be firm, be true:
The winter’s frost and the summer’s

dew
Are all in God’s time, and all for you;
Only live your life, and your duty do,
And be brave, strong, steadfast,

and true.” —Selected




of them and more {o spare. Soon all
thirteen boys were hanging on to the
vines, swinging to their hearts’ content.

It was such fun, with each boy trying
to swing higher than the rest. If one of
them did not like the swing he had
chosen, he just moved on and found a
better one.

Sometimes a boy would climb quite a
good way up a tree in order toreach one
of the larger and longer loops, and then
he would slide down till he reached the
middle and swing until he was tired.

Presently David called out, “Look al
that beauty over there,” pointing to an
unusually fine vine that drooped tempt-
ingly from one branch toanother. [t was
fairly high up. Several made a rush to
get toit first. David, however, was ahead,
and making a great leap, seized the vine
and was soon swinging away.

Suddenly, to their horror, they heard
a terrible rending sound as the vine
broke loose from one of the trees. Al
that moment David was in the middle of
a mighty swing, and crashing down to
the ground hit his head on a rock.

*Oh,” exclaimed all the boys at once
as they jumped from their swings and
ran loward the place where David layon
the ground.

John was first to get there. He tried (o
help David get up. David did not move.

By this time all twelve boys had gath-
ered around, looking down at David's
limp form. Suddenly the dread(ul
thought came to them that he might be
dead. No one said it, but each knew
what theotherwas thinking. They shud-
dered as they saw the blood trickling
from the wound on David's head.

“What shall we do?" exclaimed Jerd.

“Someone had betler run and gel
help.” gasped Bert. But nobody moved.

Then somebody else spoke, “Lel us
kneel down and pray for him,” he said.
“IL is the best thing we can do.”

“Yes,” murmured the others very sol-
emnly. “Lel’s pray.”

There in that lonely forest these twelve
boys knelt upon the ground around
their friend, David, and asked God for
help.

John prayed first. Then Jerd. Then
another and another, until at last all
twelve had sent up a brief, halting peti-
tion to the great Heavenly Father, whom
they knew was a friend to all boys.

Now it may sound unbelievable, 1
know, but when the last simple prayer
had been said, David began to move.

“Look!” they cried as one voice, “He's
not dead after all.”

Then one of them ran for some water.
They bathed David's face. Soon he
opened his eyes. Then they gave him a
drink. By and by he sat up.

They all sat around telling David what
had happened and how they had
thought he was dead. When David was
finally aboul to stand up, they partly
carried him, partly led him back (o the
highway where they wailed for a car to
take him home.

Years have passed since then, but
when they get together they talk about
this wonderful day. Sometimes when
their own boys want to go alone in the
forest, they tell them aboul this experi-
ence when they went with their friends
to the woods. Not one of them has ever
forgolten that strange and beautiful
prayer meeting in the forest.

Everyone of them agrees with David
that it is a fine thing to have twelve
faithful friends to pray foryou whenyou
need help. —Selected
[ 77 zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz;z;z;z;a
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A New Method
of Preaching

Four hundred students listened as Paul
Jones was finishing his speech. "How long
will it be until you guys fall like dominoes to
the love of money, desire for power or ambi-
tion, or sell yourself to the lusts of the flesh?
Willyou sell out beforeyou are 21 years old?”
he asked.

Mr. Jones was happy that so many stu-
dents had come to the campus church that
bright fall morning. He knew they must love
God or they would be hiking, picnicing,
boating, or anything to absorb the warm
sunshine before the winter freeze. He tried
hard to encourage them to be careful and not
fall away from God. He liked the sermon and
thought it was a good one until . . .

Hugh McDonald, president of the stu-
dent body, spoke up, “Say, Mr. Jones, we
think you are a good teacher, but we don't
likeyour sermons. There are two mistakes in
the one you just gave. First of all, how doyou
expect students not to sell out to the things
of the world when adults and even some
preachers have sold out to them? Why don’t
you lead us into a better lifestyle by your
example?”

The other students agreed.

Chad spoke. “There are 148 divorces in
the United States every minute. Those grown-
ups are selling out to the lusts of the flesh as
you call it, or they'd be sticking with thelr
first marriage. People everywhere are laying
down their personal convictions to keep
their jobs so that money keeps rolling in. |

don’t know of anyone who doesn't. Except
maybe some of the students. How many
preachers would be in church if they weren't
getting paid? How many would preach under
the scorching sun when they are accus-
tomed to afr-conditioned auditoriums? How
many would live among the poor like Jesus
did?”

Paul was glad when Chad finally stopped.

“This {s supposed to be a Christian col-
lege. You know what goes on in the dormito-
rics,” added a red-headed student, whose
nick name was Flery. “There is drinking,
stealing, drugs, promiscuity, and Satan
worship. Why isn't more done to stop it? It is
hard for us to keep clean when we're daily
rubbing shoulders with smut. The monkeys
say, ‘See no evil. Hear no evil. Speak no evil.
That is impossible, unless you are blind,
deaf, and dumb.®

Hugh, interrupting Fiery, added, “And
notone in this chapclis blind, deaf, ordumb.
We have to hear and see sin all day long.”

“Yeah, show us how to live right when
everyone clse is living like the Devil,” Fiery
challenged.

°I will show you how to live right,” he
promised them.

That night Paul made phone calls and
wrote letters to get some wrongs made right.

Next he settled down in his lazy-boy
recliner with Bible in hand. Having studied
the Bible for ycars, it didn't take him long to
recall persons who had been good models.
They had lived righteously during wicked
times.

(Continued on page four)
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Be a Model
in Deed and in Word

Titus 2:7 In all things shewing
thyself a pattern of good works: in doc-
trine shewing uncorruptness, gravity,
sincerity,

8 Sound speech, that cannot be
condemned; that he that is of the con-
trary part may be ashamed, having no
evil thing to say of you.

11 Forthegraceof God thatbringeth
salvation hath appeared to all men,

12 Teaching us that, denying un-
godliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world;

13 Looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

14 Who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.

3:1 Put them in mind to be subject
to principalities and powers, to obey
magistrates, to be ready to every good
work,

2 Tospeakevil of noman, tobeno
brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meek-
ness unto all men.

3 Forweourselves also were some-
times foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving divers lusts and pleasures, ltv-
ing in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another.

4 But after that the kindness and
love of God our Saviour toward man
appeared,

2

5 Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost;

6 Whichheshedonusabundantly
through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

7 Thatbeingjustified by his grace,
we should be made heirs according to
the hope of eternal life.

8 This is a faithful saying, and
these things I will that thou aflirm
constantly, that they which have be-
lieved in God might be careful to main-
tain good works. These things are good
and profitable unto men.

The Message: A Christian model will
say “no” to all ungodiiness and
worldly lusts.

Questions:

1. What should others see in a
Christian?

2. Should we live so that others can't
truthfully speak evil against us?

3. What are some things we should
deny?

4. Why did Christ give Himself for us?

5. In verse two, what are we instructed
to do?

6. Is anyone saved by works of
righteousness which they do?

7. How are people saved?

8. To what are we heirs after being
Justified?

9. Is maintaining good works
profitable?

Bible Verse
In all things show thyself a pat-

tern of good works. (Tit. 2:7).




“Going to the parade, Sherry?" asked
Tonya excitedly, All morning Sherry
had been hearing drums and the “toot,
toot,” of the horns as bands were get-
ting warmed up, the roar of motor-
cycles, honking of car horns, and
occasional neighing of horses. “I'm go-
ing to be in the parade,” Tonya was
saying without giving Sherry a chance
to answer.

“Are you in a band?"

“Nope. All us kids are parading against
drugs. We're carrying signs that say,
‘Just say NO todrugs.'Isn’t that great?”

“Sure thing.”

Tonya hurried on up the brick side-
walk toward the noise.

Nancy Reagan is to be thanked for
this mottoand her anti-drug campaign.
Hopefully it has helped some children
turm down invitations to use drugs.

It is very important that Christians
say "no” not only to drugs, but to all
“ungodliness and worldly lusts.”

Very small children quickly learn to
say “no" to things they do not like, yet
many teenagers fall under peer pres-
sure and can not say “no” to other
teenagers who ask them to do things
they really do not want to do. It didn't
seem hard to say “no” when they were
younger. Now you are bigger and stron-
ger, don't be afrald to use the simple
word, “No.” How strong are you? Can
you say “no” and stand alone when
others are doing wrong?

Titus was another young minister
whom Paul called his son, just as he
had called Timothy. He had traveled
with Paul as Timothy had done. Paul
left Timothy at Ephesus to teach the
truth and rebuke those who were teach-
ing false doctrines. Titus was left at

Crete to “set things In order.” To set in
order means to make straight again.

The people in Crete were lustful,
liars, evil brutes, and lazy gluttons.
Some in the church had fallen back into
their old way of life. Titus would need to
say “no" often when brethren right in
the church would tempt him to do
wrong. He was also to teach and correct
these brethren until they again became
sound in faith.

They needed someone to live right
among them in a pure holy way so they
could see that God's grace can keep a
person clean in this present world. Paul
told Titus to be this model for these
brethren to imitate.

Are you a good model for others to
imitate? What kind of young people’s
group would your church have if every-
one in the group comes as often as you
come, testifles as often as you testify,
studies the Bible the way you study it,
prays the way you pray, talks about
people the way you talk about people,
forgives the way you forgive, loves the
way you love, and gives the way you
give?

Quite often people want others to be
the models, but do not want to be one
themselves. Paul instructed his son,
Titus, to be an example. He also told
Timothy to be an example. Timothy was
a young man. If he could be a good
example, so can you! If he could say
“no” to sin, so can youl

—Charlotte Huskey




There was Abraham, whowas surrounded
by wicked idol worshipers. He lcft his coun-
try and went into a strange unsettled land so
he could start a nation of people that would
fear God.

Joseph, the son of Jacob, was mistreated
by his brothers. He was sold into a strange
land and unjustly treated by godless per-
sons. Joseph knew no one else in Egypt who
lived righteous, but he did.

There was no man like Job in the earth.
The Devil stripped him of everything—fam-
ily, wealth, and health. His wife said, *Curse
God.” He said, “No.”

In the country of Babylon the law was,
“Whosoever shall ask a petition of any god or
man except the king for thirty days, he shall
be cast into the den of lions.” Daniel prayed
to God three times a day as had been his
habit before the law was passed. “Thou shalt
not bow down to any idol,” God had com-
manded. The three Hebrew children stood
up when everyone else bowed to the golden
image.

“Yes,” Paul Jones said to himself. *All
these men lived righteous lives when others
did not. I, too, can and will live right, even if
everyone | know is doing wrong. I will show
my students that by faith in God's grace, a
person can live righteously when surrounded
by evil.

The next Sunday, Paul Jones apologized
to his congregation for not being a living
example of what he had preached.

He resigned his teaching and pulpit
preaching and went to the slums to live and
work among the poor. He rented three rooms
in a complex of 72 apartments. A couple of
junkies had been busted, so he was able to
take over their apartment. The bathtub was
in the kitchen. The totlet was in the hallway,
nor was the apartment empty. About a mil-
lion cockroaches and a dozen mice found
shelter there also.

When the neighbors saw Paul, one whis-
pered to another, "A narc, has moved in
upstairs.® (A narc is an undercover narcotics
agent.) The gossip swept the complex of
which at least half were drug addicts—junk-
ies. The whole neighborhood was quiet for
the next few months.

After those first few months, Paul found
a few opportunities to help when someone

was beaten or overdosed, but gencrally the
neighbors were still afraid to call on him.

Six months passed, then seven, and eight.
Suspicion changed to curiosity. Who was
Paul? Why was he living among the junkies?
He was not a narc. He was not a junkie.

Paul was hoping that he could sce some
lives changed. He waited patiently for God to
open a door, and when it opened, it wasn't
what Paul had expected.

One night he was awakened by someone
pounding on his door. “Who's there,” he
called.

*It's Jack, and Ernie, and Bill, and . . .

*And Cindy,” a female voice interrupted.

The boy continued, “We're cold. We need
a place to stay. Can we come in?”

Paul cracked open the door. Snow was
swiftly covering the bare heads of the four
boys and two girls, who were begging for
entrance. “We've been staying in that aban-
doned building on the corner. But we can't
stay there any longer. Can we sleep on the
floor of your apartment?®

The teenagers were dancing and shaking
trying to keep warm. The blast of cold wind
made his teeth chatter. He hugged his robe
tighter around himself, then opening the
door, he motioned for the gang to come in.

Paul had lived in the area long enough to
know that there were many homeless teens
around. They came from everywhere—{rom
the East, from the West, from the North, and
from the South. They came from good homes
and from bad homes. Many had come with
someone who pretended to be a friend. Oth-
ers had been brought by kidnappers and
sold to junkies. Some were looking for a
chance to escape the terrible mess they
found themselves in. Others were already
hooked on drugs and would stay around, for
drugs were as plentiful as candy. All these
teens were suffering.

“We'll behave,” one of the boys was say-
ing. "We'll work. We'll do anything you say.
Only let us stay.”

Paul passed out all the blankets he had.
Then he pushed the small dining table into
a corner. The boys stacked the chairs and
coflee table on the dining table to make room
for everyone.

Paul's ministry to homeless people had
begun! —Charlotte Huskey
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Sucked Under a Dam

About noon on a clear November day,
Nick Lomangino and his faithful dog,
Lady, headed across the ranch to check
out the three interconnecting ponds.
Beavers in the ponds had been gather-
ing sticks and small logs all summer.
Nick was afraid that these sticks might
cause the dam overflow pipe to become
jammed up. If this pipe got clogged up,
the ponds could become too full—so full
the dam might burst!

Two of the ponds looked fine, but
water was dangerously flowing over the
dam of the third pond. “The dam might
give way any minute,” he said to Lady.
Lady whined as if she understood the
danger.

Rushing back to the farm, he loaded
his canoe and oars on the pick-up. He
was thankful he had already winterized
all the farm equipment, for there was no
time to do it now, and a snowstorm was
in forecast for the night. He raced around
the raspberry patch and over the rocky
road as fast as possible, keeping an eye
on the canoe as it bounced in the pick-
up bed. About a city block from the
pond the road ended. Hoisting the ca-
noe on his back, oars in hand, he al-
most ran to the pond.

“Stay on the bank,” he ordered Lady,
as he paddled out to the drain pipe. He
punched at the sticks laying across the
drain pipe until the jammed up sticks
began plunging one or two at a time
down the pipe. Slowly, the water began
flowing down the drain. He continued
stirring among the sticks until the wa-
ter was flowing in a rapid circular mo-
tion. He hurriedly paddled away, fearing
he might get caught in the whirlpool
action of the water and be sucked down
the drain pipe.

About 20 yards from the pipe, he
heard a terrible sucking noise. Lady
began barking as if she wanted to help.
“No,” Nick called back. At the same
moment the canoe darted backward
and began spinning with the whirlpool
of water. Nick was instantly hanging
over the drain pipe. It seemed like the
mouth of a giant monster ready to de-
vour him.

Pushing desperately against the ce-
ment lip of the pipe, he got the canoe out
of the spin. Paddling vehemently, he
rushed toward the bank. Just 15 feet
from the bank the watery arins of the
whirlpool reached out and grabbed him
again. Nick jumped free of the canoe

(Continued on page four)
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Genesis 11:31 ... Terah took Abram
his son, and Lot the son of Haran his
son's son, and Sarai . . . Abram'’s wife;
and they went forth from Ur of the
Chaldees, to go into the land of Canaan;
and they came unto Haran, and dwelt
there.

32 And the days of Terah were two
hundred and five years: and Terah died
in Haran.

11:30 ... Sarai... had no child.

12:1 Now the Lord had said unto
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy father's
house, untoaland that will shew thee:

2 And I will make of thee a great
nation, .,

3 And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee:
andin thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed.

4 ...Abram was seventy and five
years old when he departed outof Haran.

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother's son, and all their
substance that they had gathered, and
the souls that they had gotten in Haran;
and they went forth to go into the land
of Canaan; . ..

6 And Abram passed through the
land unto the place of Sichem, unto the
plain of Moreh. . ..

7 And the Lord appeared unto
Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I
give this land: and there builded he an
altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto
him.

10 And there was a famine in the
land: and Abram went down into Egypt

2

to sojourn there; for the famine was
grievous in the land.

14 And it came to pass, that, when
Abram was come into Egypt. the Egyp-
tans beheld . . . [Saral] that she was
very fair.

15 ... And the woman was taken
into Pharaoh’s house.

17 And the Lord plagued Pharach
and his house with great plagues be-
cause of Sarai Abram's wife.

20 And Pharaoh commanded his
men concerning him [Abram]: and they
sent him away, and his wife, and all
that he had.

The Message: Although God's prom-
ise to Abram looked impossible,

Abram believed and obeyed God's
commands.

Be a good model for
others to follow.

Questions:
1. Who was Abram’s father, brother,
and wife?

2. Where did Terah die, and how old
was he when he died?

. What did Abrarn do after his father's
death?

. Who went with Abram?

What was God's promise to Abram?

. What did Abram do in Sichem?

. Why did they go into Egypt?

. What happened to Sarai in Egypt?

. What did God do to Pharaoh’s house
because of Sarai?

w
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Bible Verse

I[God] will bless them thatbless
thee, and curse him that curseth

thee: and inthee [Abraham] shall
all familles of the earth be

‘ blessed. (Gen. 12:3).




Daddy sat on the brown sofa holding
his head in his hands. “What shall we
do?" he questioned. “God says to go, but
we only have $10.00."

“Is that enough to rent the shack?”
questioned Mother.

“Yes, the owner said we could move in
for $10.00. But then we'll need a stove
and groceries for six hungry mouths.”

“l don't know what to do,” Mother
sighed. “Getting to Mexico does look
impossible, but then, renting a house
for $10.00 seemed impossible, too.”

“What would you do?” Daddy ques-
tioned six-year-old Bobby.

“Why, I'd do whatever God said to do.
If God said go, then I'd go.”

When they got to Rosaritto, Mexico,
the owner of the small house let them
live in the house without paying rent. A
cook stove was in the house, and there
was a little money left for groceries.

Abram also went when God said,
“Go.” He left his home, his friends, his
city and his country.

In last week’s lesson, we learned that
Paul told Titus to be a model for the
brethren to follow. Abram was a good
model for the people of his time. He is a
good model for us to follow. God is also
expecting us to be good examples for
others to follow.

Abram believed the promise that God
would make from him a great nation. A
large group of people and many animals
traveled with Abram. They came into a
country where there was no grass for
the animals, and very little food for the
people. At this point Abram went into
Egypt where he found food for all.

In Egypt. some of Pharaoh's princes
saw Abram’s beautiful wife, Saraf. They
told the king about her, and Pharaoh

had her brought to the palace, intend-
ing to make her his wife.

Soon after Saral was taken, Pharaoh’s
servants and all who were in the palace
began getting sick. Pharach was a hea-
then man, but he felt sure that God was
sending this plague because of some
sin. He took Sarai back to Abram and
sent them away in peace.

I think this lesson shows God's great
hatred toward adultery. I Corinthians
6:18 says, “Flee fornication. Every sin
that a man doeth is without the body;
but he that committeth fornication
sinneth against his own body.”
I Corinthians 7:2 reads, “Nevertheless,
to avoid fornication, let every man have
his own wife, and let every woman have
her own husband.” Saral, was Abram’s
wife. God did not allow Pharaoh to have
Abram’s wife.

God has many times punished people
for committing adultery and fornica-
tion. One time 23,000 people died
because of this sin. I Corintt fans 10:8
warns us not to “commit forn.cation, as
some of them committed, and fell in one
day three and twenty thousand.”

Let us always do what God says to
do. In this way we, too, can be like
Abram and be a blessing to others.

—Charlotte Huskey




just as it was sucked back into a spin.
Like the arms of a great octopus, the
pool enveloped him. An instant later he
was in the hole, hanging on to the lip of
the pipe. He braced his feet against the
other side of the pipe. Although his
water fllled boots were heavy, he was
able towalk backward up the side of the
pipe. Now he was lying face-down across
the pipe, looking straight into the mouth
of the great monster.

The torrent of water pulled and tugged
at him as it hurried down the drain, but
he held his position—until the lip of the
cement pipe broke! Suddenly his body
was being whipped back and forth
against the sides of the pipe as he went
down with the whirling water. He hit
bottom, standing on his feet. The water
rushed on into the 25-foot long pipe
that went all the way under the dam
and spilled into the gorge.

The whirling motion of the water
caused it to be pushed against the sides
of the pipe, letting air down to Nick at
the bottom of the ten-foot pipe. He
could even see the blue sky above. Then
he felt the pipe filling up with water. It
was to his waist—his chest—his shoul-
ders. He would drown at the bottom of
this pipe if he didn’t do something fast.

In a second he had a plan to escape.
He pressed his feet against one side of
the pipe and his bare back against the
other. Oh, how it hurt! Slowly, so slowly
he inched his way up the pipe. The
rough pipe walls scraped the skin off
his back as he inched upward, but
losing skin was better than losing one's
life. Almost at the top the water move-
ment changed. It began going down, he
lost his gripand fell again to the bottom.

Fortunately, the water was rushing
down again in a circular motion. He
could breath. Now it rushed more force-

ful than ever before. He could feel him-
self being forced toward the opening of
the long, long pipe that went under the
dam. He braced himself and prayed,
“Oh, God, just get me through the tube
and I will do the rest,” he promised.

His feet slipped. He struggled. He
fought. He reached for something to
cling to. Suddenly he sat down with a
thud and began slipping through the
long dark pipe. “"How long would it take
to slide under a 25-foot dam? How long
would it be before he could breathe
again?

His lungs felt like they were bursting.
The icy water slapped him and baptized
him. It pushed him faster and faster
until it hurled him 20 yards out of the
pipe onto a rocky ledge above the gorge.

He took a deep breath and felt grati-
tude in his heart that God had taken
him through the long, long pipe filled
with water. It was nothing less than a
miracle! He lay on the ledge just a
moment to rest, but realizing he was
not out of danger, he dragged himself
across the ledge. As he reached to pull
himself upon the bank, he found that
his right arm was pulled out of the
shoulder socket. He lay back in the
shallow water to rest. Then he noticed
that just above his left knee a bone had
broken through the flesh and ripped
through his pants. It pointed angrily at
him as if daring him to try to haul
himself out of the stream and to the
farm house a least four blocks away.

“God, help me,” he prayed. Then he
remembered his promise: “Get me
through the pipe and I will do the rest.”

“But, God, this is impossible!”
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Sucked Under a Dam
(Continued from last week)

Nick Lomangino lay in shallow water
on the small ledge above the gorge. A
dislocated right shoulder and broken
left femur made his body almost use-
less. He called for help. He yelled again.
His voice was drowned by the thunder-
ing noise of the water. Who could hear
him anyway? His mother and father
had lived on this farm years ago. It had
been desolate since their death. He
alone came to look about the place.
Here he was today trying to save the
dam, and near to losing his own life.

Alone on the edge of the pond, he
would have to reset his shoulder and
splint up his broken leg. He couldn't go
slithering like a snake over the rocky
hill through the raspberry patch and
over the stone fence that separated him
from the telephone in the old farm
house. Nick gritted his teeth and pulled
at his shoulder. The pain was like a
death blow. It almost knocked him out.
He pulled again and again. Now he
could open and close his hand.

With his left hand holding to a sturdy
bush, he dragged himself up the bank.
Then he took off his boot laces. Rolling
around he reached a three-foot stick.
Next he pushed on the protruding bone.
The pain caused him to feel dizzy. Ev-

erything turned black. He bowed his
head to keep from fainting. He waited.
He tried again, pushing and panting
because of the pain. Finally the jagged
bone went back inside his skin. With
the long boot laces and stick, he formed
a splint.

Using another stick for a crutch, he
inched his way backwards up the hill.

He noticed that the sky had changed
from blue to gray. Dark clouds were
coming from the north. Nick knew the
snowstorm was on its way. The icy
water had numbed him so that he had
not felt when his leg had broken. Now
though, his body was blue and his teeth
insisted on chattering. His raw back,
unprotected by either skin or clothing,
stung llke many bee’s stings. He knew
he was bleeding inside from the broken
bone, and wondered how muich longer
he could bleed before the end. But he
had said to God, “If you will get me
through this 25-foot pipe under the
dam, I will do the rest.” He wanted to
keep his promise. One minute he would
think he could make it to a place where
he could get help—the next minute it
seemed impossible.

Inch by inch he drew himself closer
to his pick-up parked about two blocks
away. At last he touched it. What joy!

(Continued on page four)
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God Calls Moses

Exodus 3:1 Now Moses kept the flock
of Jethro his father in law, . ..

2 And the angel of the Lord ap-
peared unto him in a flame of fire . . .
and, behold, the bush burned with fire,
and the bush was not consumed.

4 ... God called unto him out of
the midst of the bush, and said, Moses,
Moses. And he said, Here am 1.

5 Andhesaid, ... putoflthyshoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground.

6 ...l am the God of thy father,

. . . And Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon God.

7 And the Lord said, I have surely
seen the affliction of my people which
are in Egypt, and have heard their cry.

10 Come now . .. and I will send
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest
bring forth my people. . . .

11  And Moses sald unto God, Who
am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh,
and that I should bring forth the chil-
dren of Israel out of Egypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will be
with thee; . . .

13 And Moses said ... whenI come
unto the children of Israel, and shall
say unto them, The God of your fathers
hath sent me unto you; and they shall
say to me, What is his name? what shall
I say unto them?

14 And God said . . . Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I
AM hath sent me unto you.

2

16 Go, and gather the elders of Is-
rael together, and say unto them, . . .1
have . . . seen that which is done to you
in Egypt:

17 ...l will bring you up out of the
aflliction of Egypt. . . .

18 And they shall hearken to thy
voice: and thoushalt come, ... unto the
king of Egypt. and. . . say unto him, The
Lord God of the Hebrews hath met with
us: and now let us go, . . . three days’
journey into the wilderness, that we
may sacriflce to the Lord our God.

18  And I am sure that the king of
Egypt will not let you go, no, not by a
mighty hand.

20 Andlwill...smite Egypt withall
my wonders . . . and after that he will Jet
you go.

21 AndIwill give this people favour
in the sight of the Egyptians:and ... ye
shall not go empty:

The Message: God chose and pre-
pared Moses to deliver His people
who were crying to Him for deliver-

ance.

Questions:

. How did God appear to Moses?

. What had God seen and heard?

. What had God planned to do?

. What did God ask Moses to do?

. What is God’s name?

. Would the elders of Israel believe
Moses?

. What was Moses to ask the king of
Egypt?

8. When would the king of Egypt let the

people go?
9. Would the people leave Egypt empty?

DULAWN

EN]

Bible Verse

[God] said, Certainly I will be

with thee. (Exod. 3:12).



For almost 400 years the Children of
Israel had lived in Egypt. They had
moved to Egypt while Joseph, their
kinsman, was ruler of that land. The
Lord blessed them to multiply very fast,
and soon they were a great nation.
Things went very well for them as long
asJosephwas in power, and even in the
years after his death. However, one
pharaoh who came inlo power grew
suspicious of these millions of people
who were not blood Egyptians. He feared
they might form an army and revolt.

To keep the number of men from
getting any larger, he ordered the mid-
wives to kill all baby boys the instant
they were born. The God-fearing mid-
wives saved the boys, and that is how
Moses was spared. Later, Pharaoh's
daughter found Moses in the river and
kept him for herself.

While living with the princess, Moses
was trained in the Egyptian language
and ways. He was just the man God
needed to bring the people away from
Egypt.

Fearing Pharaoh's wrath after hav-
ing killed an Egyptian, Moses had es-
caped to Midian. God found him out in
the desert tending sheep. There He
spoke to Moses from a burning bush.
He asked Moses to return to Egypt and
tell His people that God had heard their
cries and would nowdeliver them. Moses
was also to ask Pharach to allow the
people to make a pilgrimage into the
wilderness for three days.

When God first spoke, Moses said,
“Who am I, that I should do this work?"

“I will certainly go with you,” God
assured Moses.

Then Moses complained, “But who
shall I say sent me to do this? Surely

they will ask, for they know I can not do
it by myself.”

“Tell them, ‘I AM has sent me,” " God
answered. “I know they will believe you
and do as you say. | also know Pharach
will not let them go until [ have hit him
hard with my wonders. After that he will
let them go,” God said. “Now don't be
afraid, I will be with you. And the Egyp-
tians will not send you away empty;
they will want the Israelis to leave and
will give them jewels of silver, and jew-
els of gold, and raiment.”

Since the beginning of time, God has
been calling and preparing men, women,
boys, and girls to do special things for
Him. Sometimes He calls someone to a
big, big job, like He did Moses. At other
times He calls someone to do a very
simple task. Whatever God asks us to
do, let's be willing to do il cheerfully.
Remember, God will surely be with you.
He will give you strength, if you will give
to Him a willing body and mind as
Moses did. —Charlotie Huskey

%
S,
e

"

Ao, e

iz oz
.

/
i

(G

\ l-_)',

7
T




As he touched the door handle of the
pick-up, his happiness plunged into
despair. He could not drive a stick shift
with a broken leg and dislocated shoul-
der.

*I can not go on,” he walled, leaning
against the pick-up.

“But I promised.”

He pushed himself on. Thomns tore
angrily at his bleeding back as he fought
his way through the raspberry patch.
Once through t, inch by inch he worked
his way to the stone fence. Down the
fence he inched until he found a place
where the stones had fallen down. Over
the pile of stones he dragged himsellf,
and on down the road until he fell into
the soft grass of the yard.

Then another miracle happened. His
friends Pat Fitzpatrick and Bob Bloomer
found him there.

Dr. Paul Koenig, while setting the
bone, said to Nick, “This is the most
amazing episode of survival I have seen
in my ten years of practice. It's almost
like you've been born again.”

“Some call me a hero,” Nick said, “but
I was just trying to stay alive. God gave
me another chance. Now it's up tome to
give something back.”

It took all Nick's guts and strength to
get himself to the house, but he kept
struggling until he succeeded. He was
tempted many times to give up. Keeping
on gave him hope of life. Not keeping on
was sure death. Living for God is a great
struggle also. It is a life or death matter.
Keeping determined and doing God's
will means eternal life. Not keeping on
means eternal death.

Every move Nick made brought pain.
He knew that enduring this pain was
the only way to save his life. Many
things in the Christian life are painful.
Here are just a few: having to obey
authority, being different from the world,

obeying the volce of one’s conscience,
disciplining the body to get up early and
pray, and going to church when you
would rather go play. All these things
cause us some pain, but we must re-
member that more pain comes to those
who disobey God. Let us not give in to
the temptation to stop living for God
when the going gets rough; we will lose
our life if we do. Are you working as
hard to keep your eternal life as Nick
did to keep his physical life?

(—Adapted by Charlotte Huskey from
an article in The Readers’ Digest)

Be Strong

Be strong!

We are not here to play—
To dream, to drift,
We have hard work to do
And loads to lift.
Shun not the struggle—
Face it; it's God’s gift.

Be strong!

Say not the days are evil,
Who's to blame?
And fold the hands and
Acquiesce—Oh shamel
Stand up, speak out, and
Bravely, in God's name.

Be strong!

It matters not how deep
Intrenched the wrong.
How hard the battle goes,
The day how long;
Faint not—flght on!
Tomorrow comes the song

—M. D. Babcock
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The Carpet’s on Fire!

The light of a beautiful Sunday was fast
fading, and the last golden gleams fell
softly upon the form of a light-haired little
girlwho sat by a cottage window, her head
leaning upon her hand as if in deep
thought.

The sun had departed like a grand old
monarch, leaving behind it a glory of
purple and gold. Yet the girl saw nothing
of all this beauty. She was thinking of the
story in the Sunday school book she had
been reading—the story of a child’s life—
and she wondered if all that had hap-
pened in the story could really be true.

Jennie was pondering in her troubled
brain a question which the reading of the
book had brought. What could it be?
Evidently it was not to be answered easily.
for her face only grew more clouded, until
atlast she resolved to ask the help of some
wiser mind, like that of her mother's.

“Mama, | want you to tell me some-
thing,” said Jennie Browning.

“Well, Dear, what is it?"

“I've just finished a Sunday school book
about the best girl. She was always doing
kind things for others. I've been trying to
think of why it is that little girls in books
have so many chances for doing good, and
girls like me don't have any at all.”

“None at all?” questioned her mother.
“Is that really so?"

“Well, no, not quite, I suppose,” said
Jennie, “but they are just the tiniest little
bits of things. There’s never anything big
and splendid for real little girls like me to
do. Katlyn, in the story, saved her little
sister's life. Wasn't that a great thing to
do?”

“Yes, that was a wonderful thing for a
girl to do.”

“But, Mama, you know that nothing
ever does happen to me; and besides
don’'t have a little sister or brother.”

“Don’t let that bother you. Just do care-
fully everything you do, and obey cheer-
fully even when you can not see why you
should. This will please your Hcavenly
Father and make me happy. Then per-
haps someday you may have the chance
to do something you think is big and
splendid.”

“Thank you, Mama," said Jennie, “for
helping me understand.”

Everyday Jennie waited anxiously for
something to happen.

One day a letter came from Jennie's
aunt, Mrs. Graham. It said she would
come and spend a few days with her sister
and bring her son, little Willie, who was
almost two years old.

Of course, they were very welcome.
Jennie greatly enjoyed playing with her
cousin. He was a charming child, but very
fond of having his own way. One of his
greatest enjoyments was to plunge two

(Continued on page four)
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Joshua 1:1 Now after the death of
Moses. . . it came to pass, that the Lord
spake unto Joshua, . . . saying,

2 Moses my servant is dead; now
therefore arise, go over this Jordan,
thou, and all this people, unto the land
which I do give to them, even to the
children of Israel.

3 Every place that the sole of your
foot shall tread upon, that have I given
untoyou, ...

4 From the wilderness and this
Lebanon even unto the great river, the
river Euphrates, all the land of the
Hittites, and unto the great sea toward
the going down of the sun, shall be your
coast.

5 There shall not any man be able
to stand before thee all the days of thy
life: as I was with Moses, so I willbe with
thee: 1 will not fail thee, nor forsake
thee.

7 Only be thou strong and very
courageous, that thou mayest observe
to do according to all the law, which
Moses my servant commanded thee:
turn not from it to the right hand or to
the left, . . .

8 This book of the law shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night, . . . for
then thou shalt make thy way prosper-
ous, and then thou shalt have good
success.

9 Have not I commanded thee? Be
strong and of a good courage; be not
afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for
the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest.

2

10 Then Joshua commanded the
officers of the people, saying,

11 Passthrough the host, and com-
mand the people, saying, Prepare you
victuals; for within three days ye shall
pass over this Jordan, to go in to pos-
sess the land, which the Lord your God
giveth you. . . .

16 AndtheyansweredJoshua, say-
ing, All that thou commandest us we
willdo, and whithersoever thou sendest
us, we will go.

The Message: Joshua was to prosper
and be successful if he continually
obeyed God's laws.
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Questions:

1. To whom did God speak after
Moses died?

2. What did God command Joshua and
the people to do?

3. What land did God promise to
Joshua?

4. What else did God promise Joshua?

5. Was Joshua to be strong and
courageous?

6. Why was Joshua to meditate on
the law?

7. What was to be Joshua's reward for
observing God's law?

8. What did the people promise Joshua?

Bible Verse
This book of the law shall not
depart out of thy mouth; but
thoushalt meditate thereinday

and night, . . . then thou shalt
have good success. Josh. 1:8.



An army held back the hundreds of
settlers that lined up at the border of
Indian Territory, later called Oklahoma.
It was April 22, 1889. At noon a pistol
shot would signal the opening of
1,900,000 acres of land to be settled. A
man was to claim, for his own, any land
he could ride around and drive a stake
in its four corners before sundown.

God had made a similar promise to
Joshua. “Every place that the sole of
your foot shall tread upon, that have |
given unto you,” God had promised.

Joshua is another Old Testament
character who is a good example to
follow. He was with Moses as he lead the
nation of Israel out of Egypt, across the
Red Sea and the Wilderness of Sin.
They were ready to cross the Jordan
River and go into Cannan, the land
which God had promised to them. First
though, Moses sent out twelve spies to
look over the land. This would help
Moses to map out the route and get
prepared for what was ahead.

Joshua was one of these spies. The
spies brought back a bunch of grapes
so large that it took two men to carry it.
Other reports were of a beautiful land
filled with food and water. All the spies
were excited about the abundance of
the land. They were also amazed at the
giants who lived there. Caleb inter-
rupted the excited men as they talked
about their trip. “Let us go up at once
and take it, for we are well able,” he
sald.

“These giants will not let us take
their land,” shouted the other ten spies.
“We will be as grasshoppers to them."

Joshua agreed with Caleb, but the
people only listened to the bad report.
The next day a great deal of murmuring

was going on. It continued until God
was so angry that He commanded the
people to just stay where they were
until the children under 20 years old
would be grown. God knew that the
people must have courage to go into the
land and conquer the giants.

Moses and all the grown-up people
died during the following years while
they lived on the banks of Jordan.
Joshua became the leader after Moses
died.

In our lesson today, God was calling
Joshua to lead the people across the
Jordan into the land of promise. “Be
strong and very courageous,” God com-
manded. “No man will be able to stand
before you. I have given you all the land
you walk on.”

Joshua and Caleb had stood alone
against the other spies. That was forty
years ago. It had not been easy to do
what was right at that time, neither
would it be easy at this time, butJoshua
had learned to trust in God. He had a
big job ahead. He accepted it with cour-
age. His faith was not in his own
strength, but in the power of God. He
would take the land which he could
tread on.

Each of us can take the spiritual
land which we tread upon, if we are
strong and courageous. We must not
look at the giant troubles that some-
times surround us, but we must look at
God's power that can destroyall trouble.

—Charlotte Huskey




chubby hands into Jennie's thick, light
hair, and pull it with all his might.

She never gave him a cross word, even
and when the nurse, Maggie, would say
impatiently, “Indeed, there Miss Jennie,
it'sawonderyoudon'tjust slap his hands!”

Jennie would answer gravely, “Oh, no,
he’s so much smaller than I am.”

Although Jennie was good to her little
cousin, she was not perfect. Usually she
tried to dowhat was right; however, some-
times she wanted to do what she knew
was wrong.

One bright afternoon when she was
playing in the yard, her mother said,
“Your aunt and I must go to the station
right now, and pick up your uncle and
your father. I would like to have you go
quietly into the nursery and sit there until
Maggie returns; it will not be long.”

“But Willie is sound asleep, Mama; he
doesn’t need me,” said Jennie, “I want to
stay outside and play.”

“Yes, Dear, I know, but we shall fecl
safer to have someone in the room even {f
he is asleep. Something may happen if he
is alone.”

Jennie was so unwilling to sit quictly in
the house that even these words did not
attract her. With slow steps and a sullen
face, she obeyed her mother.

She knew quite well how small a thing
she had been asked to do, and at another
time she would not have objected. But
just now, when she wanted to do some-
thing else, it did seem very hard.

Her conscience was disagreeable too,
for it kept saying to her, “I am ashamed of
you, Jennie. Can’t you do this for your
good Mama, even if you want to do some-
thing else?”

Jennie hushed her conscience and
murmured, “How tiresome it all is. [ wish
I could just do as I like!”

Thoughts like thesewere fillingJennie’s
mind as she stood alone in the nursery
looking out the window. After a while, she
was aroused by the strong smell of some-
thing burning.

Turning quickly, the child grew almost
rigid with fear! She saw, just in front of
her, flames bursting out from the rug
before the fireplace. It was ncar the crib
where Willie lay sleeping.

“What shall I do?" she questioned. Then
she remembered what her mother had
often said, “If your dress should ever get
on fire, you must try to smother it at once.
Never run away, but throw yourself down
andwrapyourselfinanythingtobe found.”

Remembering this, she hastily caught
up the other end of the rug. It was very
large and heavy, but usingall her strength
she was able to throw it over the flame.
This quite extinguished it, for it had only
juststarted whenJennie sawit. Butin her
zeal she tore off the bedspread and blan-
kets, and crowning all with two large
pillows she seated herself upon it.

Now she thought she nceded some help,
and not daring to move, she began to
scream. This awakened Willie, who added
his crying voice to the uproar, and soon
the nurse came running to the rescue.

Inless thanan hour her father, mother,
aunt and uncle came. They saw quickly
what had happened and trembled to think
what might have happened. Jennie was
kissed and praised more than she had
ever been in all her life.

That night as Willie’s mother bent over
Jennie’s bed to give Jennie her good-night
kiss, she said, “May God bless you, my
wonderful niece, for you have saved your
cousin’s life today!”

“Did I really?” questioned Jennie.

“Yes, if you had not been there, the fire
would have caught the crib and then
Williewould have been burned. That would
have been awful.”

Jennie thought how her conscience had
fairly pushed her into the room. I will
never fight with my conscience again, for
if I had had my own way, I could never
have saved Willie's life. Now I know how
the children in the story books do great
things.” —Selected
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The Winner!

Janet lay on her bed sobbing. “Mother,”
she questioned, "why did you ask me to stay
with Daddy? He's so mean.” She sat up and
looked at her legs, rubbing the red and blue
whelps from the whipping she had just re-
ceived from him. Her arms hurt too. He had
twisted them and thrown her hard against
the wall. She could hear her father in his
bedroom still cursing her.

Hewasall right during the week. Butevery
other Friday evening he came home drunk
and acted like this.

Janet slid from the bed and on to her
knees. "Oh, Jesus," she prayed, “please for-
give me for being angry. And please tell
Mother, I'm sorry for not wanting to obey her
just then. You know, Jesus, [ love you. I love
my mother too and want to honor and obey
her even though she’s in heaven with you.
It's just that Daddy's strong and it hurts
awfully bad when he beats on me.”

That nightJanet dreamed that her mother
walked into her room. °Janet, dear,” she
said. "Don't leave your daddy. Someday he
will change.”

Janet cheerfully made toast, eggs, and
bacon for her father's breakfast. He was so
sick from being drunk the night before that
he hung his head over his plate like an old
hound dog that had been given a good beat-
ing for chewing up his master's morning
newspaper.

I hope you get to feeling better,” Janet
said kindly as she worked around the kitchen.
Her father just sat there holding his head in
his hands. Finally he dragged himself over to

the sofa. Soon he was asleep. Janct cleaned
up his bedroom and went out to play.

When she went to school Monday, she
wore long socks to cover up the bruises on
her legs; she did this often.

One Saturday cvening the rain fell in
torrents. The wind rattled the windows and
doors of the old house. Janct felt alone and
afraid in the storm. She hoped that her
father wouldn't slip down on the slick walks
or catch a cold from getting wet. Suddenly
she heard somcone banging at the door.
Immediately her father called, “Let me inl Let
me in. Don’t you know its raining?”

Janct hurried to the door, but not soon
enough. Her father was angry. “Why didn’t
you open the first time I knocked?”

I didn’t hear you, Daddy,” she said. “The
wind has been rattling the windows and
doors all evening.”

I know why you didn't open the door. You
didn't want me to comc in. You're afraid of
me—that’s why. I'll teach you to be afraid of
me. I'm your daddy, and you—" He started
for her.

“No, Daddy, no,"Janct cricd as shedashed
into the kitchen. She unlocked the back
door. His cold wet hand slid down her back
clutchingat herblouse as she slipped through
the door.

*Well, well,” he laughed, “so you like being
out in the cold rain. Good enough. Now you
will see how [ felt. Just stay out,” he stormed.

Janet heard him bolt the door.

There was no porch on the house, soJanct
was soon wet to her skin. She hovered close
to the back wall. Although the house shiclded

(Continued on page four)
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Deborah Goes to Battle

Judges 4:1 And the children of Israel
again did evil in the sight of the Lord, . ..
2 And the Lord sold them into the
hand of Jabin king of Canaan, . . . the
captain of whose host was Sisera, . . .

3 ... Twenty years he mightily op-
pressed the children of Isracl.

4 ... Deborah, a prophetess, the
wife of Lapidoth, she judged Israel at that
time.

5 And...thechildren of Israel came
up to her for judgment.

6 ...She...calledBarak...and
said . . . the Lord God of Isracl com-
manded, saying. Go and draw toward
mount Tabor, and take with thee ten
thousand men. ...

7 And 1 will draw unto thee . .
Sisera, the captain of Jabin's army, . . .
and I will deliver him into thine hand.

8 ... Barak said unto her, If thou
wilt go with me, then I will go: . ..

9  And she said, [ will surely go with
thee: ... for the Lord shall sell Sisera into
the hand of a woman. . ..

10 ...Hewentupwith ten thousand
men at his feet: and Deborah went up with
him.

11  Now Heber the Kenite, ... fatherin
law of Moses, had . . . pitched his tent
. . . by Kedesh.

12  And they . . . [told] Siscra that
Barak . .. was gone up to mount Tabor.

13 . . . Sisera gathered . . . nine
hundred chariots of iron, and all the people
that were with him, . ..

14 And Deborah said unto Barak, Up;
for this is the day in which the Lord hath
delivered Sisera into thine hand: . . .

15 And the Lord discomfited Sisera,
and all his chariots, . ..

2

16 ... And all the host of Siscra fell
upon the edge of the sword; . . .

17 llowbcit Siscra fled away on his
feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the
Kenite: . ..

19 And he said unto her, Give me,

. . a little water to drink; . . . And she
opened a bottle of milk, and gave him
drink, and covered him.

21 ...{Later]Jael... tookanail of the
tent, and took an hammer in her hand,
and went softly unto him, and smote the
nail into his temples, and fastened it into
the ground: for he was fast aslecp and
weary. So he died.

23 SoGod subducd on that day Jabin
the king of Canaan before the children of
Isracl.

24 And the hand of the children of
Israel prospered, . . .

The Message: God uses both men and
women to do His will.

Questions:

1. Why had the children of Isracl been
oppressed for 20 years?

2. Who was the judge of Isracl at this
time?

3. What did Deborah say should be done?

4, Undecr what conditions would Barak
go to battle?

5. When did they go into battle with
Sisera’s army?

6. What happened to Sisera’s army?

7. Where did Sisera go?

8. Into whose hands did God deliver
Sisera?

9. Who subducd Jabin before the chil-
dren of Isracl?

Bible Verse

And she said, I will surely go with

thee: . . . for the Lord shall sell
Sisera into the hand of a woman.
Judg. 4:9.



France and England had so many wars
during a 100-year period that this perfod
is called the One Hundred Years War. The
power of this great conflict was broken
when Joan of Arc, a young woman who
could nefther read norwrite, led the French
army toliberate Orléans. Fourotherbattles
fo'lowed in which she led the Frenchmen
in victory. She then said she was ready to
go home, but King Charles IV forced her to
lead his army In an attack to liberate
Paris. The battle was a great loss. She was
captured and taken to England. There she
was imprisoned. Later she was tricd as a
witch and burned at the stake.

The memory of this heroic girl lives in
the hearts of millions.

Deborah, like Joan of Arc, lived in a
time when women did not take places of
leadership. However, God called Deborah
to be the judge of Israel. She was married;
however, she was led by God to do other
things. She knew the voice of God and
followed it. In this way she successfully
judged Israel.

The people of Israel had suffered 20
years of oppression because of their sins.
This suffering had softened their proud
hearts. They repented. God was ready to
forgive and help them.

The men of Israel went to Deborah and
asked if they should fight for their libera-
tion. Deborah said, “Yes. Ifyou will gather
10,000 soldiers on Mount Tabor, God will
draw your enemy there and deliver them
into your hands.”

Israel’s captain, Barak, said he was
afraid to go unless Deborah went also.
Deborah answered, “I will go, for God will
give our enemies into the hand of a
woman.”

Perhaps Barak thought she was talk-
ing about herself, but Dcborah was not.
God was going to use Jacl, a heathen
woman, to kill the captain of their enemy.

Barak and his 10,000 men gathered on
the mount. Captain Sisera gathered to-
gether his 900 chariots of iron and his
soldiers. Each army was sct ready for an
attack.

Barak was waiting for Deborah to give
the command to fight. Dcborah was wait-
ing for God to say when it was the right
time for the battle. One morning she said,
“Up, for this is the day in which the Lord
hath delivered Sisera into your hands.
The Lord has gone out before thee.”

Barak and his 10,000 soldiers raced
down the mountain toward the riverwhere
Sisera’s army was camped. Sisera’s sol-
diers became confused. The great iron
chariots raced this way and that. Swords
and spears flashed in the sunlight as men
lashed themat oneanother. Sisera jumped
out of his chariot and ran on foot across
the desert. Jael saw him coming and went
out to meet him. “Come into my tent and
rest,” she invited. She gave him milk to
drink and offered him a bed. Exhausted,
Sisera fell on the bed and was soon fast
asleep.

Sisera never woke up. God had deliv-
ered the wicked man into the hands of a
woman, just as Deborah had said God
would.

So God used two women, Deborah and
Jael, to bring victory to His people

—Charlotte Huskey
)

God Uuses Meh and
women to do [His
great worlk.




her from the blast of wind, she was still very
cold.

At eleven o'clock that night when the
neighbor came home, he saw her sitting on
the front step. “What are you doing?” he
asked.

*Daddy ran me out,” Janetanswered softly.
“But he'll soon be asleep. Then I'll go in. His
room is right there,” she said pointing to a
window beside the steps.

*He can't do you like this,” the neighbor
stormed, starting toward his house. “I'm
going to call the police.”

“Pleasc don't do that,” Janet begged, run-
ning after the man. “"He's nice when he fsn't
drunk.”

*Well, comeon in my house and get warmed
up. Wife will find some dry clothes for you.”

“I'm listening for him to start snoring any
minute now. Thanks anyway.”

At times like this Janet did feel like run-
ning away, but in her heart she loved her
daddy. She just wished he would change.
And she had promised her mother just be-
fore she died that she would stay with him.

Months passed. Janet noticed that her
father was not as violent. He would some-
times go right to sleep as soon as he came
home. She wasn't sure if he was getting
better or just drinking more. At times he
could hardly walk.

One Saturday Janet waited anxiously for
her father's return. She hoped he would not
be drunk.

He was drunk. “Where's my supper?” he
growled as he slouched into aragged chairat
the small kitchen table.

Janet filled his plate with the food she'd
been trying to keep warm for him. He took a
bite of mashed potatoes. “Yuck, these pota-
toes are cold. And you burned the peas. I'll
have to go down to Mr. Forg's Bar and get
something fit to eat,” he said cursing her.

Janet watched from the house steps as he
swayed from one edge of the sidewalk to the
other. One time he almost ran right into a
lady coming towards him. Anger, fear, and
sorrow tore at Janet. She was angry that he
was going back to the bar and that he had
used the food being cold as an excuse to go.
Thinking of how late it would be when he
came home made her afraid. She always felt
afraid when she stayed home alone late at
night. *I'm afraid of him when he’s drunk,

and I'mafraid of staying alone, " she mumbled.
“Why don’t things change?” she wanted to
shout at the top of her lungs.

As she went into the house, she remem-
bered her mother saying, “Someday he will
change.” It gave her a glimmer of hope.
Finding her favorite book—a Bible story
book, she read and waited.

For some recason she felt responsible to
see that her father was safely home before
she went to bed. Maybe because Mother
always waited up for him. Maybe that was
her way of trying to win him back from his
sinful ways.

She read awhile, then lay dewn on the
sofa.

Then she awoke. It was 11:30. Thoughts
spun through her mind. lHe must have fallen
and was too drunk to get up.

Out into the night she went to find him.
She scarched the street as she went to Mr.
Forg's. Her heart beat fast as she slowly
opened the bar room door. She hated the
place because of what happcned to her fa-
ther when he went there.

"Looking for someone?” the bartender
questioned.

“For my daddy, Lee.”

“Over there on the floor.”

*Oh,” Janet screamed, rushing to his side.

“Don’t get excited. He's not hurt, just a
drunken sleep.”

Janet knelt beside her father and rubbed
his face.

*Who there?” he mumbled.

“It's me, Daddy. I've come to help you
home.”

“Oh, Janet, what makes you come to
me?”

“Because [ love you.”

Suddenly Lee was wide awake. “You love
me—a poor miserable drunk? Everyone else
despises me. Why don't you?”

“Mother taught me to love you. And often
Idream of her. She always says, ‘Janct, don't
leave your Daddy. Someday Daddy will
change. He will get free from the power of
drink. God will deliver him, and then how
happy you will be.’ "

That was Lee’s last drink.

Janet's courage had made her a winner

—Charlotte Huskecy
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Mary's Pet Lamb

“Go home, now, and learn your
lessons for school tomorrow,” said
Madam Lufer to her daughter Mary,
who was helping her bind wheat
sheaves in the field.

Mary sprang gayly away because
she liked to obey her mother, and she
also liked to study.

On the way home she came to a
thick hedge, and. jumping over, saw
something white lying on the ground.
Looking closley she saw it was a little
lamb. The lamb seemed to be dead.
Mary stood over the little creature
with a sorrowful, troubled face.

“How come you're here, you poor
thing?" she asked. *Was your life
frightened away by some naughty
dog? Did some cruel man kill you?
Did you stray away from your mother,
and die of hunger? 0, you poor little
lamb, how I pity you!”

Saying this, she knelt down and
stroked the lamb gently. She thought
it moved a little. She stroked it again,
and moved it on its side—the lamb
stirred slightly. “0, you're still alive,”
she exclaimed joyfully. “You are only
weak and hungry. If I could only help
you.” She took the lamb on her lap,
stroked it, and blew in its face, as il to
breathe new life into it. The lamb gave
- stronger signs of life.

“0, now l've thought of some-
thing!™ exclaimed Mary, taking her
little milk bottle from her bag. “There
is still some milk in it". She poured a
little into the lamb's mouth. Then
finding a bile of very hard bread, she
soaked it in the milk and gave it to the
lamb.

The slarving little creature gladly
ate from Mary's hand. Mary's efforts
to recall it to life were successful, for
soon the lamb was able to rise on its
feet. Delightfully she questioned, “But
now, what shall I do with you? Shall
I take you home with me? Yes. Come,
come, and I will take good care of
you.”

She hung her bag on her arm,
then taking the weak lamb, she car-
ried it in her arms as if it were a child.

At home she gave it more to eat,
then seated herself to learn her les-
sons. When the lamb had eaten, it
came up to Mary, and looked into her
face as if to say thank-you. Then it
laid down at her feet and slept.

When Mary saw her mother com-
ing, she ran to meet her, followed by
the now awakened lamb. Mary told
her mother where and how she had
found it. “May I keep it, dear Mother?"
she asked. “I will gladly share my food
with it, and will eat less, in order to
give it enough.”

{Continued on page four)



Samuel, Israel’'s Last Judge
I Samuel 7:15,16

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the
days of his life.
16 And he went from year to year in
circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal. . . .

I Samuel 8:1-9, 19-22
1 And it came to pass, when Samuel
was old, that he made his sons judges
over Israel.
2 Now the name of his firstborn was
Joel; and the name of his second,
Abiah: they were judges in Beer-
sheba.
3 And his sons walked not in his
ways, but turned aside after lucre,
and took bribes, and perverted judg-
ment.
4 Then all the elders of Israel gath-
ered themselves together, and came
to Samuel unto Ramah,
5 And sald unto him, Behold, thou
art old, and thy sons walk not in thy
ways: now make us a king to judge us
like all the nations.
6 But the thing displeased Samuel,
when they said, Give us a king to
judge us. And Samuel prayed unto
the LORD.
7 And the LORD said unto Samuel,
Hearken unto the voice of the people
in all that they say unto thee: for they
have not rejected thee, but they have
rejected me, that I should not relgn
over them.
8 According to all the works which
they have done since the day that I
brought them up out of Egypt even
unto this day, wherewith they have
forsaken me, and served other gods,
so do they also unto thee.
29 Now therefore hearken unto their

voice: howbeit yet protest solemnly
unio them, and shew them the man-
ner of the king that shall reign over
them.

19 Nevertheless the people refused to
obey the voice of Samuel; and they
said, Nay; but we will have a king over
us;

20 That we also may be like all the
nations; and that our king may judge
us, and go out before us, and fight our
battles.

21 And Samuel heard all the words of
the people, and he rehearsed them in
the ears of the LORD.

22 And the LORD said to Samuel,
Hearken unto their voice, and make
thein a king. And Samuel said unto
the men of Israel, Go ye every man
unto his city.

The: Message: Beingleft to ourown
way_will bring sadness. Following
Gocl's way will bring happiness.

Questions:

1. How long did Samuel judge Is-
rael?

2. Who became the judges after
Samuel?

3. Did Saul walk in the godly ways
of Samuel?

4. For what leader did the Israelites
ask?

5. Why did Israel want a king?

6. Whose leadership was rejected
when they begged for a king?

7. Do you believe the people were
happy without God's guidance?

8. Whomustbe our guide if we are to

be happy?

XN
g« Verse to Memorize

5 ‘The LORD said unto Samuel,
... they have not rejected thee, |
but they have rejected me,
that I should not reign over
them. I Samuel 8:7
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Taik . .

“Jane, I wish you could stay and
play a while before going home,” Stacy
said as they were walking home from
school.

.“Maybe I can another day, but
Mother is expecting me at 3:45. If 'm
five minutes late, she'll be upset with
me. She always fears that something
awful will happen to me. Finally, now
that 1 am twelve years old, she thinks
I'm responsible enough to walk home
alone.”

“My Mom has worked since I
started school. I always get home an
hour before she does. I have to hurry
home though, because I have to have
the house tidied up and the breakfast
dishes washed before she comes
home.”

“If you have all that to do, we
couldn't play if I did get permission to
stop by on my way home.”

“You could help me. We'd finish
fast and then play. Or I could do the
work before going to school If I knew
you were coming.”

As Jane walked on home after
leaving Stacy, she dreamed how
grown-up Stacy must feel to have the
key to her house and be at home
alone for an hour before her mother
came. Sometimes Stacy was her own
boss for two or three hours. How
wonderfull

The more Jane thought about
Stacy and her other school friends
who were left home alone the more
she wished that she too could be left
alone. More and more often she said
to her mother, “I'm big enough to take
care of myself, why don't you leave me
alone?”

One day she returned home, and
found her mother crying. “What hap-
pened?” she asked.

“Oh, Jane, Mother and Dad have
beenina terrible caraccident. Mother -
has broken ribs, a leg, and her jaw.
Dad is hurt even worse.  must go and
nurse them until we can find other
good help.”

“I will take good care of things
here,” Jane said, glad for the chance
of being alone.

“I'll take the baby, but you will
have to walk Billy and Chad to school |
and go by Mrs. Davis' house and
bring them home. I've already ar-
ranged for her to watch them until
you are out of school.”

Jane was happy as she walked
her brothers home after school. She
made supper without any trouble.
“What a wonderful cook!" her father
said.

The next two days things went
great, A week after mother lefi, Billy
wouldn't get up. She pulled him out.
He pouted. He spilled his milk. Jane
cleaned it up. He poked all the way to
school. Jane was late to school and
was sent to the office. Mom wasn't
home to verify why she was late.

The next day, Jane cut her hand
peeling potatoes. Mom wasn't there
to comfort her and finish the meal.

She could hardly write the next
day. She cried when a batted ball hit
her hand. The girls called her a baby.
Stacy hurried away ahead of her as if
ashamed tobe her friend. Jane wished
Mother was hoine to tell her about it.

Billy and Chad said, “We don't
want to go home with you." Mrs.
Davis forced them to go, but all the
way home and through the evening,
they said ugly things to Jane. Mother
wasn't there to make them stop.

That night Jane prayed, “Father in
heaven, please bless Motherand bring
her home again soon. I don't like .
being without her.”

—Charlotte Huskeg
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Mary's Pet Lamb

{Continued from last week)

In the evening Mary sat alone in
their small hut, reading in her book.
The doorwas partially opened, and in
walked the lamb.

“Ah, here you are again! You dear
onel But who brought you?" She went
to the door—looked out— and saw no
one. “How strange it is| Did you come
alone?” she said, putting her arms
around the lamb. Her hand touched
a ribbon on its neck, from which
hung a little note.

She took it off, but could not read
it. Although she could read printed
letters, she had not learned to read
hand written characters. It seemed a
long time before her mother came but
when she entered, Mary gave her the
note, which read as follows:—

YBecause you saved my life I will
remain with you. From this moment I
belong to you!! The shepherd presents you
with— Your Lamb.”

Mary looked at her mother. “Do
really dare to keep it?"

“Yes, dear child. Now it is your
own. I hope you will nourish it with
care, and faithfully watch over it.”

“0, certainly, dear mother, I will
do it gladly. And you, my darling
lamb, you love me, do you not?”

The lamb bleated, as if he would
say “Yes!” Mary and her mother
laughed.

From this time forth, Mary saved
something from every meal to feed the
lamb. She spent every play hour with
it, takingit to the green meadow toeat
grass and play. It followed her every-

‘where, and the people in the village

knew it by the name of Mary's lamb.

Still Mary did not forget her du-
ties. She helped her mothereven more
industriously than before. Shelearned
her school lessons, and it seemed as
if, through the lamb, she became
even a better child.

She told it her troubles as if it
understood. Ofien she wept on its
neck when she saw her mother sink-
ing under the bitter load of poverty—
toiling daily to receive only the small-
est wages, which was only enough to
keep them from starving.

Mary became ill. Now sorrow and
anguish fell more heavily on the heart
of her poor, widowed mother. Mary
lay in her bed, and was often quite
alone during the long day, for her
mother went out to work, and could
not stay to tend her suffering child.

Those long lonely hours were
shortened by the faithful, loving lamb.
It lay beside the bed and looked up .
tenderly and affectionately at Mary.

{Continued on page four)



Isreal’s Great King,
David

I Samuel 16:1, 6, 7, 11-13
1 And the LORD said unto Samuel, How
long wilt thou mourn for Saul, seeing 1
have rejected him from reigning over
Israel? fill thine hom with oil, and go, I
will send thee toJesse the Bethlehemite:
for I have provided me a king among his
sons.
6 And it came to pass, when they were
come, that he looked on Eliab, and said,
Surely the LORD'S anointed is before
him.
7 But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look
noton his countenance, oron the height
of his stature; because I have refused
him: for the LORD seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on
the heart.
11 And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are
here all thy children? And he said, There
remaineth yet the youngest, and, be-
hold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel
sald untoJesse, Send and fetch him: for
we will not sit down till he come hither.
12 And he sent, and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and withal of a
beautiful countenance, and goodly to
look to. And the LORD safid, Arise, anoint
him: for this is he.
13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the midst of his breth-
ren: and the Spirit of the LORD came
upon David from that day forward. So
Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

2 Samuel 5:1-5

1 Then came all the tribes of Israel to
David unto Hebron, and spake, saying,
Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.
2 Also in time past, when Saul was king
over us, thou wast he that leddest out
gnd broughtest in Israck and the LORD

said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people
Isracl, and thou shalt be a captain over
Isracl.

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the
king to Hebron; and king David made a
league with them in Hebron before the
LORD: and they anointed David king
over Israel.

4 David was thirty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned forty
years,

5 In Hebron he reigned over Judah
seven years and six months: and in
Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three
years over all Israel and Judah.

The Message: Favor with God is not

gained by our beauty, for God looks
into our heart.

Questions:

1. 'Who had God rejected from being
king?

2. Does anyone remember why he
‘was rejected? (the answer is not in
today’s Bible reading.)

3. In whose home was Samuel to
find the new king?

4. Why did Samuel think Eliab would
be chosen king?

5. 'What does God see when He looks
at a person?

6. What came on David when he was
anointed to be king?

7. How can we tell the way a person’s
heart looks?

8. Will the person who looks the best,
or the person who acts the best
make the best frdend?

9. Should we work harder to im-

.prove our actions, or how we look?
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* The LORD said unto Samuel,
“ ... the LORD seeth not as man
r seeth; for man looketh on the
£ outward appearance, but the
' LORD looketh on the heart.
i 1 Samuel 16:7.
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Sau! was chosen of God to be
king of Israel. God’s blessings were
on him as long as he trustied in God
for guidance. After Saul had reigned
several years and won viclories in
battles, he began trusting in his own
wisdom.

God spoke lo Samuel and Samuel
would take God's messages to Saul.
When he was a young king he took
these messages very serfously and
obeyed them carefully. Later, how-
ever, he became slack and then bold
to disobey God's commands. He was
then rejected as king,

Sarnuel felt very sad that Saul
was rejected. He wished that some-
thing could be worked out so that
Saul could continue to reign. God,
however, was looking all over the
kingdom, watching the actions and
attitude of other boys and men to be
the next king. He chose one from the
family of Jesse.

Many years passed before David
became king. When Samuel anointed
David the Spirit of God came on David.
We believe that David was a “good
boy" before this time, because God
looked on his heart and chose him.
After the Spirit of God came on him,
he was taken to the palace to play
music for King Saul when an evil
spirit troubled the king.

The Spirit of God guided David's
fingers over the harp in such a way
that the music banished the evil spirit.
Saul could then find rest.

Later David was sent back home.
From his home, he traveled to the
battle front for his father, to bring
news of his brothers and to take them

agift from the father. While there, the
Spirit of God gave David courage to
fight with the giant Goliath. David
hurled a stone at Goliath. God’s Spirit
guided the stone and forced itinto the
head of the great strong man.

This great victory caused King
Saul lo choose David as one of his
most important military men. After a
few successful battles, however, the
women praised David, saying, “Saul
has killed his thousands, David his
ten thousands.”

“So, the women think David is
ten times better than me!” he stormed.
He pouted. The evil spirit began trou-
bling him again. David was called.
While David was playing on his harp,
Saul hurled a huge javelin at David's
heart. Saul hoped to pin David to the
wall, but David escaped.

Saul was sure now that God's
Spirit was protecting David, but he
tried once more to nail David to the
wall by hurling a javelin at him. After
this he planned lo get David killed in
battle, but that didn't work either. He
encouraged David to marry the prin-
cess Merab but when it was time tobe
married, Saul gave the princess to
another man. His other daughter
Michal loved David so Saul arranged
for the wedding. if David could kill
200 of the Philistines. David did.

Every success which David had
showed Saul that God was with him,
and made Saul more jealous. Living
at the palace became so dangerous,
that David had to flee to the desert.
He and a band of men who came to
help him roamed the desert for many
years while King Saul and his army
hunted David. Finally Saul was killed
by his old enemy the Philistine.

Soon David was crowned king of
Judah, a part of the land of Israel.
Later the whole country made him
their king.

He was a good king, leading the
people in the ways of God.

—Charlotte Huskey,
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Mary's Pet Lamb

(Continued from last week)

When her motherwas gone, Mary
took the latnb and washed it, then
arranged its long, woolly curls. Again
she tied on its neck the ribbon which
had been on the lamb when it came
back to her. Then she hugged and
kissed it many, many times.

It was a sorrowful and serious
Mary that led the lamb through the
village that day. Finally, she came to
the castle, which was built cn a hill
just beyond. -

The countess received her with
kindness and pleasure. After Mary
had stammered a few words of thanks,
she said, “I have brought a little gift
for you.”

“For me,” said the countess, “}
am exceedingly pleased. Give it to
me.”

Mary went to the door, opened it,
and her lamb entered.

“Oh, that i1s a real living gift.
Thank you, dear child! Now you must
let me also thank you. But does it not
make you unhappy to part with your
lamb?” :

“Oh, yes. I am, indeed, very sad.
But—but—"

The countess did not permit her
to continue, but conversed with her a
long time about other subjects. The

countess could see by her answers
that Mary was intelligent, and had a
good honest heart. She also learned
that Mary also knew how to be cor-
tented, and even thankful in her
humble position in life. After a whiie
she lel Mary go home, but she kept
the lamb.

Although Mary knew how very
much she owed the kind countess,
and that the lamb would never repay
her, or be a return for even half the
lady had done, she could notbutwisn
in her very heart that she might L=
permitted {o take the lamb back wi*h
her. She had believed that the cour.i-
ess would do that.

Now, all alone and sad she went
to her home. She said to herself, *Gf
what use can my lamb be to that tivh
lady? She cannot love it. She will nct
feed it withherown hands, and watcn
over it as I have done. She is so rich,
and has so many lambs! Oh, cowid
she not have given me back my one,
dear lamb? But no, she was good io
me, and so kind to my poor mother —
and I am glad I could give her some-
thing in return. I will be satisfled. But
how sorrowfully my lamb looked at
me in parting! Must I forget it? Sh::ll
I never see it again?”

Then suddenly another thought
came to her mind. “Oh—Jesus was

{Continued on page four)



King Soldn_lon's Wise Choice

I Kings 2:1-4
1 Now the days of David drew nigh that
he should die; and he charged Solomon
" his son, saying,
. 21 go the way of all the earth: be thou
-strong therefore, and shew thyself a
man;
3 And keep the charge of the LORD thy
God, to walk in his ways, to keep his
statutes, and his commandments, and
his judgments, and his testimonies, as
it is written in the law of Moses, that
thou mayest prosper in all that thou
doest, and whithersoever thou turnest
thyself:
4 That the LORD may continue his
word which he spake concerning me,
saying, If thy children take heed to
their way, to walk before me in truth
with all their heart and with all their
soul, there shall not fafl thee {said he)
a man on the throne of Israel.
I Kings 3:5-12
5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to
Solomon in a dream by night: and God
said, Ask what I shall give thee.
6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed
unto thy servant David my father great
mercy, according as he walked before
thee in truth, and in righteousness,
and in uprightness of heart with thee;
and thou hast kept for him this great
kindness, that thou hast given him a
son to sit on his throne, asitis thisday.
7 And now, O LORD my God, thou hast
made thy servantking instead of David
my father: and 1 am but a little child: 1
know not how to go out or come in.
8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy
people which thou hast chosen, a great
people, that cannot be numbered nor
2cm.mted for multitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an under-
standing heart to judge thy people,
that I may discern between good and
bad: for who is able to judge this thy so
great a people? )

10 And the speech pleascd the Lord,
that Solomon had asked this thing.
11 And God sald unto him. Because
thou hast asked this thing, and hast
not asked for thyself long life; neither
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast
asked the life of thine enemies; but
hast. asked for thyself understanding
to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to
thy 'words: lo, | have given thee a wise
and an understanding heart; so that
there was none like thee before thee,
nelther after thee shall any arise like
unto thee.

The_Message: Everyone should ask

God for an understanding heart to
discern between good and bad.

Questions:

1. Just before his death, what did
David tell Solomon?

2. How would Solomon be blessed if
he kept God's laws?

3. In a dream, what did God tell
Solomon?

4. What did Solomon say that showed
he was not proud?

5. For what did Solomon ask?

6. Was God pleased with Solomon's
request?

7. What did God promise to give
Solomon?

8. Discuss reasons for needing an
understanding heart.

9. Do you desire an understanding

heart more than anything else?
T S Y PR Y TS AT

Verse to Memorize

Give therefore thy servant an
‘understanding heart, . . . that
[ may discern between good
and bad: ...

II Kings 2:9



Talik . ..

David wasa well loved and highly
respected king, but his son Absalom
stole the hearts of the people away
from David and had himself crowned
king. A great battle followed in a very
dense forest. Absalom rode in the
battle upon a mule and the mule
went under the low thick branches
of a great oak which caught
Absalom’slonghair. Theracing mule
ran on leaving Absalom hanging
defenseless by his hair. Soon he was
killed and thrown into a deep pit.

Later when David was old and
near death, Absalom's brother
Adonijah prepared a great feast and
had himself crowned king. Nathan
the prophet knew about this, and he
plotted a way to get Solomon
crowned, for he knew David had
promised Bathsheba that Solomon
would be king after he died.

Nathan's plan worked and
Solomon was given the throne.

Solomon loved God and was very
dependant on God's help to lead this
great nation. One night God gave
him a dream in which Solomon was
to ask whatever he wished.

Solomon did not trnmediately
ask for anything. First he thanked
God for blessing his father and es-
tablishing his kingdom. Then he
thanked God that he had chosen
one of David’s sons to be king. Next
he expressed his fears of not being
able to lead so many people. Finally
he said, “I am but a child. I need an
understanding heart. I must have
your wisdom to know how to chose
between good and bad.”

God was happy with Solomon's
request. He said, “Becauseyou have
not asked for long life, riches or
victory over your enemies, I will give
you a heart of wisdom, riches and
honor.”

Solomon ruled with much wis-
dom. He wrote 3,000 proverbs which
have helped people since that time
until today. He wrote 1,005 songs.
He wrote about many kinds of trees,
and animals. People of all nations
came to hear of his wisdom.

Solomon's wealth was also un-
equaled. Every year he received 666
talents of gold. I Kings 10:14) A
footnote in the New International
Version of the Bible states that to be
50,000 pounds. Find out how much
gold is worth and figure how many
dollars that would be. I'd guess be-
tween 25 to 35 million dollars.

He built the gold lined temple in
Jerusalem, which took seven years
to build. His own house took thir-
teen years to build. The daily palace
menu required more than five hun-
dred bushels of flour and meal, thirty
oxen, and a hundred sheep, besides
the wild game that was provided. (I
Kings 4:22, 23)

Aslongas Solomon obeyed God's
commandments his kingdom was
blessed. However, there came a time
in his life that he turned from God
and went after the world. How very
powerful is the lure of the world.
Solomon with all his wisdom and
understanding was trapped by it. Of
course we know that he failed to
listen to the still small voice of God’s
wisdom which spoke to his heart.
Had he always listened, he would
never have fallen.

We must also take a lesson from
this to be very watchful and attend
to God's voice above every other
desire.

—Charlotte Huskey
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What About Witchcraft?

Most of us have a lot of questions
we would like to ask about witchcraft.
We would like to know if it is a craft, or
something to do with witches. Are
witches real, or only make-believe? Are
there invisible spirits who have super-
natural powers? Is investigation in these
things a sin? Is visiting fortunctellers
only for entertainment, sinful?

In the following paragraphs, we
will try to answer these questions.
Witchcraft is things that a witch can do
through magic power or influence. You
have probably been told that witches
areonly make believe and therefore feel
they have no magic power or evil influ-
ence. This is not true. If witches were
only make-believe, God would not have
commanded them to be destroyed from
the land of Israel. God commanded in
Exodus 22:18, “Thou shalt not suffer a
witch to live.” Witches are not ugly
women that fly through the air on
brooms. They ave living pecople pos-
sessed by evil spirits.

Many people consider witchcraft
an ancient art and study it only from
curiosity. But the Bible tells us in
Deuteronomy 18:9-12, “Thou shalt not
learn to do after the abominations of
those nations. There shall not be found
around you any one that useth divina-
tion, or an observer of times, or an

enchanter or a wifch, or a charmeror a
consulter with familiar spirits, or a wiz-
ard, [a male wttch] or a necromancer
[which foretells the future by communi-
cating with the dead persons]. For all
that do these things are an abomination
unto the Lord.” An abomination is any-
thing that arouses strong disgust from
God, anything strongly disliked by God.
If we let ourselves become interested in
these things and begin to learn them, it
will be strongly disliked by God.

Many times, children play with an
eight ball or Ouija board just for fun,
but it is not a good practice because
these same things are used when doing
things abominable to God. Any kind of
play or toys that would make some-
thing disgusting to God seem like a
harmless past-time, s destructive to
us.

Many Junior High and High School
students are “observers of times” be-
cause they believe the stars and plan-
ets influence persons and events. For
curiosity, they read the horoscope of
themselves and fricnds; and beforelong,
they see things happen just as the
horoscope said. Little by little this
causes one to begin believing in it. But
God said it s an abomination.

“Divinations”® includes clairvoy-
ance, augury, palmistry and
chiromancy. Many are practiced in the

{Continued on page four)



Josiah: King of Reforms

2 Chronicles 34:2, 8, 14-18, 19-21,
30-32

2 And he did that which was right in the
sight of the LORD, and walked in the
ways of David his father, and declined
neither to the right hand, nor to the left.
8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign,
when he had purged the land, and the
house, he sent Shaphan the son of
Azaliah, and Maaseiah the governor of
the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz the
recorder, torepairthe house ofthe LORD
his God.

14 And when they brought out the money
that was brought into the house of the
LORD, Hilkiah the priest found a book of
the law of the LORD given by Moses.
15 And Hilkiah answered and said to
Shaphan the scribe, | have found the
book of the law in the house of the LORD.
And Hilkiah delivered the book to
Shaphan.

16 And Shaphan carried the book to the
king, and brought the king word back
again, saying, All that was committed to
thy servants, they do it.

19 And it came to pass, when the king
had heard the words of the law, that he
rent his clothes.

20 And the king commanded Hilkiah,
and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and
Abdon the son of Micah, and Shaphan
the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the
king's, saying,

21 Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and
for them that are left in Isracl and in
Judabh, concerning the words of the book
that is found: for great is the wrath of the
LORD that is poured out upon us, be-
cause our fathers have not kept the word
of the LORD, to doafter all that is written
in this book.

30 And the king went up into the house
of the LORD, and all the men of Judah,
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
the priests, and the Levites, and all the
people, great and small: and he read in
their cars all the words of the book of the
covenant that was found in the house of
the LORD.

31 And the king stood in his place, and
made a covenant before the LORD, to
walk; after the LORD, and to keep his
commandments, and his testimonies,
and his statutes, with all his heart, and
with all his soul, to perform the words of
the covenant which are written in this
book.

32 And he caused all that were present
in Jerusalem and Benjamin to stand to
it. And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did
according to the covenant of God, the
God of their fathers.

The_Message: Fach one must take
personal responsibility to do what is
right.

Questions:
1. Did Josiah take personal responsi-
‘bility to do what was right?

2. Name some things that Josiah did?

3. Whatdid Hilkiah find while repairing
the House of God?

4. Was King Josiah happy when he
learned that his nation was not obey-
Ing the laws of God?

5. What did he think would be poured
out on his nation?

6. How did Josiah react to the situa-
tion?

7. What did Josiah promisc to do?

8. Did Josiah cause his people to also
follow God's law?

9. Areyou obeying God's law as Josiah

yrandhis people did? -
Verse to Memorize

FEXBESF

The king . . . made a covenant ¥
. .. to walk after the LORD, B
and to keep his command- 5
ments, and his testimonies, &
and his statutes, with all his 3
heart,and with all his soul....

2 Chronicles 34:31. g
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Let’s @
Talk . ..

Josiah was only eight years old
when he became king. Although he
was young he had his mind made
up toserve the Lord. Hehad a heart
like that of King David, and he
followed the ways of that great king.
He also wanted his nation o be
blessed of God, and he knew that
obeying the laws of God would bring
many blessings to his nation.

Josiah knew that it was not
right to worship idols. He knew
people should not bowbeforeidols.
He believed they should pray to
God alone, so one of the first things
he did was to have the idols de-
stroyed.

Some idols were in temples and
had beautiful trees around them.
Others were set above an allar
among a grove of trees. Josiah had
his workers to tear down the
temples and cul down the trees.
Then he had the idols ground to
powder and thrown over the graves
of those who had worshiped the
idols. He hoped this would help the
people not to be tempted to wor-
ship idols again. This big job took
eighteen years.

Now Josiah was twenty-six
years old. He began having the
great temple of God repaired. In-
side the temple Hilkiah found a
book of the law of the Lord which
Moses had written. Shaphan car-
ried the book to Josiah and began
reading to the king and his high
court. Josiah became more and

more disturbed as he heard the
book being read. “We are not obey-
ing many of God's laws,” he sighed.
Then he tore his clothes which was
the Hebrew's way of showing ex-
treme grief. “What should we do to
escape the wrath of God?” he ques-
tioned. “For God has said he will
surely punish men who do the
things we and our fathers have
done. Go inquire of the Lord,” he
said to Hilkigh, Ahikam, Abdon,
Shaphan, and Asaiah. “Ask Him
what we must do to escape the
punishment due us.”

The men hurried off to Huldah
the prophetess of God. There they
inquired of God. The Lord spoke to
Huldah and she spoke these words
to the men, “Go tell King Josiah
God says he will surely punish this
nation for their great wickedness,
by letting much trouble come to
theirland. However, becauseJosiah
has a tender heart and has re-
pented of this evil, I will not let the
punishment come as long as he is
living. His nation will be blessed as
long as he is king.”

Josiah felt very thankful when
he heard these words. Then he
called his leaders and they went to
the temple together. There the
books of the laws were read to
them. Josiah promised God that
he and his peoplewould obey God's
commandments, His testimonies,
and His statues, with all theirheart.

From the time Josiah began to
reign when he was eight years old
until after his death, he and the
people of Israel followed God.

Areyou eightyears old or older?
You too, can begin to serve the
Lord, and you will be blessed and
escape the punishment that comes
to those who do not obey God.

—Charlotte Huskey‘
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Where Did the Devil
Come From?

“Do you know where the devil
came from?" asked Phil. “In our lesson
today, we talked about the serpent,
and how he lied to Eve. If it weren't for
the devil, we wouldn't have to die!”

“I think it says God created the
devil,” said Joe, with a puzzled look.

“You think so?" asked Mother.
“Let's get our Bibles out and be sure,
because we often think wrongly. The
Word of God will help us be sure
about what we say. Where would we
find the story of Adam and Eve?"

“In Genesis!” shouted Caitlin.
Caitlin was the smallest child, but
even she knew that.

Mother went on. “Here in Genesis
3:1, it says that ‘the serpent was more
subtle for sly] than any beast of the
fleld which the Lord God had made.*
God did create the serpent and all the
animals, but God didn't create the
devil who was talking through the
serpent. We can prove that by reading,
John 8:44.

Joe read, “Ye are of your father
the devll, and the lusts of your father
yewilldo. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth,
because there ts no truth in him, When
he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his
otwn: for he is a liar, and the father of
it"

“Here Jesus said the devil was ‘a
murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth',” Motheradded.

“So the devil existed from the
beginning?" questioned Phil.

“Yes, like God, he was from the
beginning.” Mother continued. “And
he has been evil from his beginning.”

“Then God didn't make him,”
Caitlin added. “cause everything God
made was good.”

“Caitlin is right, God made only
good. Genesis 1:31 reads, “And God
saw everything that he had made,
and, behold, it was very good.” He did
not create something evil. We do not
know where the devil came from,
neither do we know from where God
came. The Bible does not tell us. It is
best to believe and obey God and not
question Him. We can get along well
by sticking to what God’s Word says."

“ButIhave some friends at school
who say that the devil used to be an
angelin heaven” said Phil. “They quote
some scripture about Lucifer falling
from heaven.”

“That scripture about Lucifer is
found in the 14th chapter of Isaiah,”
said Mother. “Let’'s read it."

Phil got his Bible and quickly
found the place. Then he began read-
ing, “Thou shalt take up this proverb
against the king of Babylon, and say,

{Continued on page four)



Elijah, a Prophet of Courage
I Kings 16:33 )
33 . . .Ahab did more to provoke the
Lord God of Israel to anger than all the
kings of Israel that were before him.
I Kings 18:17-24, 29, 36-39
17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw
Elijah, that Ahab sald unto him, Art
thou he that troubleth Israel?
18 And he answered, T have not troubled
Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house,
in that ye have forsaken the command-
ments of the LORD, and thou hast
followed Baalim.
19 Now therefore scnd, and gather to
me all Israel, unto mount Carmel, and
the prophets of Baal four hundred and
fifty, and the prophets of the groves
four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's
table.
20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of
Israel, and gathered the prophets to-
gether unto mount Carmel.
21 And Elfjah came unto all the people,
and said, How long halt ye between two
opinions? if the LORD be God, follow
him: but if Baal, then follow him. And
the people answered him not a word.
22 Then said Elijjah unto the people, I,
even I only. remain a prophet of the
LORD. ...
23 Let them therefore give us two bul-
locks; and let them choose one bullock
for themselves, and cut itin pieces, and
lay it on wood, and put no fire under:
and I will dress the other bullock, and
lay it on wood, and put no fire under:
24 And call ye on the name of your
gods, and I will call on the name of the
LORD: and the God that answereth by
fire, let him be God. And all the people
answered and said, It is well spoken.
29 . .. And they prophesied until the

‘s

s

time of the offering of the evening sac-
rifice, [but] there was neither voice, nor
any to answer. . . .

36 And it came topass at thetime of the
offering of the evening sacrifice, that
Elijah the prophet came near, and said,
LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of
Israel, let it be known this day that thou
art God in Isracl, and that [ am thy
servant, and that | have done all these
things at thy word.

38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and
consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood, and the stones, and the dust,
and licked up the water that was in the
trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they
fell on their faces: and they said, The
LOKD, he is the God: the LORD, he is
the God.

The Message: God will prove himself
to be real to all those who trust Him.

Questions:

1. 'Who provoked Ged to anger more
than any other king of Israel?

2. 'Who accused Elijah of causing
trouble in Israel?

3. How had Ahab caused Israel
trouble?

4. What did Elijah ask the people to
do?

5. How many prophets did Elijah say
were faithful to God?

6. How many prophets did not wor-
ship God?

7. How was Elijah to prove God was
the true God?

8. Which god answered by fire?

9. In the end what did the people say
about God?

!E;M.‘i EAT NS & E Y AT Y
4 Verse to Memorize "

i [Elijah said, How long halt ye
{ between two opinions? if the
§ JLORD be God, follow him: but ¢
3 if Baal, then follow him.
¢

I Kings 18:21.

4
i
A
b
L -
Lo P S0 0 2 TR T AT e Bpramaw s & 1o o



F-d - W
Let’s \)
2
a‘-gtg;gg'ir & (-2 o

King Ahab and his wicked wife,
Jezebel, erected many images of a
god called Baal. These idols were in
many major cities throughout the
country of Israel. Priests were paid
from the kings treasure to lead
worship services for these idols.

1t all sounds very strange tous
that people would bow themselves
to the ground and worship an im-
age which they had carved them-
selves from wood or stone. How-
ever, in the time when Ahab lived,
all the nations of the world wor-
shipped idols. Anyone who did not
worship idols was looked on as a
very strange person. Anation which
did not worship idols was rejected
byall the other nations. Many times
these other nations would join their
armies together and fight against
the people of Israel, These armies
were always defeated by Israel,
when the Israelites were worship-
ping and obeying God’s command-
ments. Whenever Israel failed to
winit wasbecause they had sinned.

The trouble which Ahab was
blaming on Elijah was a drouth.
Elijah had told Ahab because he
had not worshipped God. there
would be no rain, That was three
years ago, and no rain had fallen
since that day so long ago.

The people were suffering
greatly because of the lack of rain.
Elijah was sure they were ready to
again call upon a God which could

help them out of their troubles.

He asked for a public gather-
ing to prove that Baalhad no power
to help them. Two bullocks (cows)
would be put on two altars. The
real God would send fire from
heaven to cook the sacrifice.

Around an altar gathered 450
prophets. They prayed unto their
god all day.

Finally it was Elijah's turn. He
prepared his altar and had his
servants dig a mote around his
altar. Then they poured twelve
barrels of water over the wood
laying on the aliar. How will the
fire burn now that the wood is wet?
But that's the way Elijah wanted
it, so the people could see the great
power of God. '

~ “Oh, God,” Elijah prayed, “let
this people know that you are God,
and that you have turned their
hearts back o you again, and that
I am doing this because you have
commanded it.”

As soon as Elijah said “Amen,”
the fire fell from heaven. It burnt
the meat and wood to ashes, and
licked upall thewaterin thetrench
that surrounded the altar.

When the people saw it, they
fell on their faces and cried out,
“The Lord, he is God! The Lord, he
is God!”

Now Elijah had some good
news for King Ahab, “Eat and drink
and have a good time, for a lot of
rain is coming. Then Elijah hur-
ried away to ask God to send the
rain. When he saw a small cloud
he went again to Ahab and said,
“Hurry on home, or you will get
caught in the rain.” A wonderful
rain fell on the penitant land of
Israel.

—~Charlotte Huskey}
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The Penny Roll

“We shall all die of hunger. What
can | do? I am now eighty years old;
have lived through many a hard year of
care and want, yet never knew one like
this. Had I but strength enough towork,
it might be well with us, but old and
weakl—, fast going down to my grave,
how can | help or. protect you, dear
ones?”

So said the old grandfather. His
daughter, a young woman whose hus-
band had recently died, lay sick in bed.
Ellen and Robert, her two children, sat
sorrowfully in the corner, listening anx-
jously to their grandfather as he contin-
ued,—"Il have worked today as long as {
could. My old bones ached, and my
strength gave way. 1 earned but two
pence.”

“Yes, in order to make a good meat
soup for me,” said the sick woman. “Oh,
you good father, how dreadfulitis tosce
you suffer thus from hunger, and not be
able to help you! Our want is too great.”

“Courage and patience,” said the
old man, more cheerfully. “God won't lct
us sink or perish in our distress. Al-
though we have eaten nothing today, |
have a penny left to buy bread for
tomorrow. Gad will helpt *

“Oh, that somcone would aid us!”
said his daughter, weeping.

“No one knows we are starving. We
have never made our poverty known.”

“But,” said the poorwoman, “might
Robert and Ellen ask for—"

“Beg! No, honesty waits long, even
until the last stay falls away. 1 will not
show them a path which might lead to
lying, stealing, and God alone knows
what evill No, Robert shall go with me
tomorrow and help me, that he may eat
even his morsel of bread, earmed by
honesty. He shall earn, not beg his
bread.”

“1 will be industrious, dear grand-
father,” said Robert.

“If I could only help, too,” said little
Ellen.

“Stay by your mother, darling:
watch over her, help and comfort her as
much as possible.”

“It is now quite dark,” said Robert.

“Yes, go to bed, my child,” replied
the grandfather. “Sleep well, and forget
your hunger and misery. Sleep is God's
gift to the poor and wrectched! Hunger
and poverly, carc and anguish., it drives
away, if but for a little time. Sleep then,
my children, for the good God will watch
over us tonight and stay by us tomor-
row.”

As the old man sat silently by the
wall, he heard little Ellen sobbing, and
her brother saying in low tones, trying
to comfort her, “Oh, dear Ellen, only
wait until tomorrow and you will have
bread.”

“But I am very, very hungry.”

“Haven't you eaten anything to-
day?”

“Oh, no, nothing.”

(Continued on page four)



Amos, the Prbphet of Justice

Amos 2:6, 11-13, 15, 16

6 Thus saith the LORD; For three trans-
gressions of Israel, and for four, I will
not turn away the punishment thereof;
because they sold the righteous for
silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes;
11 And I raised up of your sons for
prophets, and of your young men for
Nazarites. .

12 But ye gavc the Nazarites winc to
drink; and commanded the prophets,
saying, Prophesy not.

13 Behold, I amn pressed under you, as
a cart is pressed that is full of sheaves.
15 Neither shall he stand that handleth
the bow: and he that is swift of fool
shall not deliver himself: neither shall
he that rideth the horse deliver himself.
16 And he that is courageous among
the mighty shall flee away naked in
that day, saith the LORD.

Amos 3:11
11 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD;
Amos 5:6-9, 11-15

6 Scek the LORD, and ye shall live; lest
he break out like fire in the housc of
Joseph, and devourit, . ..

7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood,
and leave off righteousness in the earth,
8 Seek him that maketh the seven stars
and Orion, and turneth the shadow of
death into the morning, and maketh
the day dark with night: that calleth for
the waters of the sea, and pourcth
them out upon the face of the earth:
The LORD 1is his name:

9 That strengtheneth the spoiled [or
the looser] against the strong, . . .

11 Forasmuch therefore as your tread-
ing is upon the poor, and ye take from
him . . . ye have built houses of hewn
Stone, butye shall not dwell in them; ye

have planted pleasant vineyards, but
ye shall not drink wine of them.
12 For I know your manifold transgres-
sions and your mighty sins: they afflict
the just, they take a bribe, and they
turn aside the poor in the gate from
their right.
13 Therefore the prudent shall keep
silence in that time; for it isan evil time.
4 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may
live: and so the LORD, the God of hosts,
shall be with you, as ye have spoken.
15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and
establish judgment in the gale: it may
be that the LORD God of hosts will be
gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

The Message: God patiently waits for

sinners to repent, but if they will not
repent, they will be punished for sin.

Questions:

1. Why was God to pumsh Israel?

2. Name a very selfish thing that
Israel was doing?

3. What did the people do to the
Nazarites and the prophets?

4. How did God feel under the bur-
den of Israel’s sin?

5. Which verses show that personal
abilities will not help in the day
when God sends punishment?

6. Will the peaple be able to enjoy the
houses and vineyards which they
have made for themselves?

7. What sin did Amos speak about
scveral times?

8. What did God say they should
hate?
9. What was promised if they would
seek the Lord?
{ o RiAerso? it ol t B FETN S P m":'@&-‘x:.
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King Ahab’s son Jehoram
reigned after his father’'sdeath. Dur-
ing his reign a great general named
Jehu staged a rebellion and wiped
out all of Ahab's family. His wife,
wicked Queen Jezebel, was killed
and her body eaten by the dogs,
just as Elijah had prophesied. The
prophets and priests of Baal were
also destroyed.

Elijah had proven to the people
of Israel that Baal was nothing.
“Why then should we be taxed to
support hundreds of men who do
nothing but spend their time in this
worship?” the people asked. It was
easy for Jehu to find help in de-
stroying these priests.

Although Jehu put an end to
the worship of Baal, he was not
truly convinced that all idols were
evil. He allowed the golden calf to
still be worshipped. God extended
mercy and the people enjoyed a
good life. For several more genera-
tions, God showed his patience with
his people.

In the lesson today. Jehu's
great-grandson is king of Israel.
God is tired of Israel's sins. He
sends Amos to warn the people that
their time of enjoying God's mercy
is about to run out. God said, “For
your transgressions, I will not turn
away the punishment. You have
sold the righteous people for silver
and the poor for a pair of shoes.”

Some Bible students think this
refers to Injustice in the courts. A
righteous man could be accused

before a judge. and a judge would
take silver or money as a bribe and
give an unfair decision against a
poor man even though the poor
man was in the right. Also in those
yearswhen a person gotin debt, the
creditor would sell the debtor as a
slave and recefve the moneyin place
of the man's debt. So the meaning
may be that a person was so poor
that he could not pay his debt, and
a cruel creditor would sell him into
slavery ior a debt as small as what
a pair of shoes would cost.

Amos points out other sins of
Israel by telling the sins of seven
other nations around them. These
nations God had destroyed before
the Israelites in battles, yet says
God, “You are doing the same sins
as they did.”

The people of Israel were not
different than people today. It is
always easier to see the faults and
sins of others than to see our own.
How often have you tattled on some-
one else for doing some things that
you had also done secretly?

How often do we trust our own
strength to get us out of troubles?
The men of Israel did the same. But
God said, “The strong shall not
strengthen his force, neither shall
the mighty deliver himself.” He that
was skillful with the bow and ar-
rows, would not be able to deliver
himself with the bow. Nor the man
who ran swift be able to save him-
self.

When we have sinned against
God, repenting of those sins is the
only way we can help ourselves.
The people of Israel would not re-
pent so God punished them justas
He said He would.

Let us be careful and repent of
all known sin.

—Charlotte Huskey
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THE PENNY ROLL

{Continued from last week)

Robert did not move. He could
not go without bread. l1e thought what
he should do, but his thoughts did not
rclieve him. He saw his grandfather
angry; his sick mother, his suffering
sister. He trembled with anguish—and
therc on thewindow lay the bread tempt-
ing him.

Robert had always been truthful
and honest. He was not accustomed to
evil thoughts, yet in one breath he had
heard himseclf called liar and cheat.

Now a dark, wicked thought came
to his heart, yet to him it scemed a
gleam of light in his uncertainty and
distress. He saw the baker look at him,
and then stand up as if he were about to
come out of his shop and chase him
away. A sharp pain shot through him,
causcd by long fasting and weakness.
He thought of his lost penny, of the
baker’s injustice, and then quickly rais-
ing the window, he snatched the bread,
and was off like an arrow.

The baker saw the act, ran quickly
out of his shop and through the streets,
after Robert; but the boy went into
narrow, dark by-ways, and was soon
out of sight.

When within a few rods of his home,
Robert paused. Breathless and fright-
ened, he looked around to see if he were
still pursued. Then slowly, with weak
steps, he went onward. The nearer he
drew to home, the more hc wished to

linger on the way. The bread seemed
heavy as a stone in his hands. A fear
and dread, unknown to him until now,
made him wish to throw the bread far
from him. Only the thought of his mother
and his sisterrestrained him. Hercached
the house— leaned up against its walls,
but dared not enter.

Burning red glowed in his face, and
large drops of moisture stood at every
pore.

lle went to the door. Should he
open it? Should he take stolen bread
under the honest roof? Could he say, “It
is stolen!” Should he say this to his
upright grandfather, or should he take
it back to the hard-hearted baker?

Robert could scarcely stand. He
was overcome by his fears and tor-
mented by his sin.The poor boy might
have remained long standing at his
door in this state of despairing uncer-
tainty, had not his grandfather come
out suddenly, saying, “He does not comet
what keeps him?—0, here he i1s. Thank
God! Have you bread? Now, little Ellen,
come, you shall eat.”

“Come, Robert, come quickly into
the house. Why do you stand trembling
s0? Bring the bread.”

Robert could not look into his
grandfather's face. Heentered the room,
but he held the bread fast with both
hands.

His grandfather shook his head
and said, “What is the matter, Robert?

(Continued on page four)



Hosea Shows God's Love

Hosea 1:10

10 The number of the children of
Israel shall be as the sand of the sea,
which cannot be measured nor num-
bered; and it shall come to pass, that
in the place where 1 was said unto
them. Ye are not my people, there it
shall be said unto them, Ye are the
sons of the living God.

Hosea 2:5-9, 12, 14, 15, 19, 23
5 For their mother hath played the
harlot: she that conceived them hath
done shamefully: for she said, I will go
aftermy lovers, that give me mybread
and my water, my wool and my flax,
mine oil and my drink.

6 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up
thyway with thorns, and make awall,
that she shall not find her paths.

7 And she shall follow afier herlovers,
but she shall not overtake them; and
she shall seek them, but shall not
find them: then shall she say, 1 will go
and return to my first husband; for
then was it better with me than now.
8 For she did not know that I gave her
corn, and wine, and oil, and multi-
plied her silver and gold. . . .

9 Therefore will I return, and take
away my corn in the time thereof, and
my wine in the season thereof, and
will recover my wool and my flax given
to cover her nakedness.

12 And 1 will destroy her vines and
her fig trees, whereof she hath said.
These are my rewards that my lovers
have given me: and I will make them
a forest, and the beasts of the field
shall eal them.

2

14 Therefore, behold, I will allure her,
. . . and speak comfortably unto her.
151 will give her hervineyards. .. and
she shall sing there, as in the days of
her youth. .
191will betroth thee unto me forever;
yea, I will betroth thee unto me in
righteousness, and in judgment, and
in lovingkindness, and in mercies.
23...Iwill have mercy upon her that
had not obtained mercy; and I will say
to them which were nol my people,
Thou art my people; and they shall
say, Thou art my God.

Hosea 6:1
1 Come, and let us return unto the
LORD: for he hath torn, and he will
heal us; he hath smitten, and he will
bind us up.

The Message: God's love will some-

times cause suffering so that we
will not stray far from Him.

Questions:

1. Some said Israel would not be
called the children of God, but
what will they be called?

2. ‘What did the mother say she was
going to do?

3. What did God do to stop her?

4. The woman thought her corn and
wine came from where?

5. Who gave corn, wine, oil, and flax
to the woman?

6. Why did God take away the
woman's blessings?

7. Whatdid the woman decide to do?

8. What did God do after the woman
changed?

9. What will God call the people who
were once not His people?

Verse to Memorize

Come, and let us return unto
the LORD: for he hath torn,
and he will heal us; he hath
smitten, and he will bind us
up. Hosea 6:1.




God shows his love to us in
many different ways. A loving
mother will not let her children
play in the street or other danger-
ous places. She will not let the child
eat whatever he wishes, but she
will give him nourishing food. She
will demand that the child get
enough rest and not stay up to play
as late as he would sometimes like.
So God is with His children. He will
sometimes keep us from going
places we would like to go because
He knows going there is not good
for us. He will sometimes keep us
from getting things we wish very
much to have, because He knows
those things will do us harm.

In the Bible lesson the mother
in the story left her husband and
went with another man she called
her lover. When she was reproved
for her actions, she said, “I will go
again tomy lover. He gives me food,
drink, clothing and other good
things.”

God knew this woman was de-
ceived by her lover and would get
into more trouble if she retumed to
him instead of staying with her
husband. To keep the woman from
returning and getting more hurt,
God built a hedge of thorns in her
way. Shefound it difficult to go that
way. God took away her food, drink,
and clothing so that she would
realize these things had come from
God and not from her lover. God
worked in many ways to keep the

woman from getting into deeper,
more hurting trouble.

Hosea told this story to the
people of Israel so they could see
that they had gone away {rom God
as the woman went away from her
husband. and that God was letting
trouble come to them so they would
not go farther from Him and get
into more serious trouble.

To love God with our whole
heart, soul, mind and strength is
God's number one commandment.
But have you not sometimes found
yourself loving other things more
than God? That is just what the
people of Israel did.

Have you not sometimes asked,
“Why, God, can't I get or do the
things I want?” It is because God
knows it will bring you more lrouble
in the end, so He has built some
kind of hedge soyou cannot. That's
what He did {o Israel.

Isn't it nice to have fun friends?
Isn't playing with them fun? Isn't
talking to them fun? Don't you love
giving and receiving gifts? Do you
sometimes forget that your happi-
ness even with your friends comes
from God? Israel, too, forgot that
their blessing came from God, so
God had to remove the blessing
that they would remember.

God had to punish Israel for
having more love for people and
other things than for Him. But
afterwards, He gave themrighteous-
ness, and made a life promise to
always give mercy and love. So
when you have disappointed God
and put him second on your list of
loves, remember He still loves you.
He is waiting to give you His mercy
and blessing again. Allyou must do
is repent and come again to Him.
His love is everlasting.

—Charlotte Huskey
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The Ice-Crusted River

“The way of a fool is right in his
own eyes; but he that hearkeneth
unto counsel is wise.” Prov. 12:15.

“You cannot go oul skating this
momning; it s Sunday. You must goto
meeting,” Mother said to her son
Claud, who stood with a sour look on
his face. “Go! and when you return
home you can tell me what the
preacher has said so I, too, can re-
ceive a blessing. Are you ready? Then
hasten: the bells are ringing!”

Claud, with Bible in hand, walked
from the house. Before going to church
I will walk by the river and see if it is
still frozen, he thought. The weather
had been mild for a week, and the
snow and ice were fast melting away.
Everyone was expecting that the thick
ice on the river would break any day.
When the ice began o break, the river
was exitremely dangerous. No one
dared to set foot on it!

Claud saw persons crossing the
river from both sides. Oh, joy, the
river was still frozen over! He walked
along the bank, on up the river to-
ward the church. The more he looked
at its frozen surface, the more invit-
ing it seemed. Claud could almost
hear it saying, “Come on and skate.
My Ice is thick and safe. This may be
your last chance to ice skate this

winter. The summer will be long and
hot.” He stopped and looked again at
the river. *I would much rather play
on the ice than go to church and
listen to the preaching, as Mother
requested. I can go to church often
enough!” he said and thrust his Bible
into his coat pocket. “The church will
always remain where it is. But the icel
that may be gone by tomorrow. But I
dare not go here; someone might see
me, and tell my mother I was not at
church!” '

With these thoughts he contin-
ued up the river. At last, when he was
out of sight of the people, he said,
“Now for a good slide!”

He sprang on the ice so hard that
it frightened away a flock of ravens
who were seeking food on the sunny
side of the bank where the snow had
melted. He thought he heard the ice
crack under him, but felt sure he was
mistaken, so he continued onwards
up the river. Gradually he walked
towards the middle of the stream,
where the ice was more smooth, mak-
ing skating better.

On the other side of the river,
some distance from the city, stood a
hunter's house. Claud saw Henry the
hunter's son, dressed in a Sunday
suit, come out of the house and start
toward the city.

(Continued on page four)



Micah: the Prophet of
Righteousness ,
Micah 6:1-8

1 Hear ye now what the LORD saith:
Arise, contend thou before the moun-

" tains, and let the hills hear thy voice.
2 Hear ye, O miountains, the LORD'S
controversy, and ye strong founda-
tions of the earth: for the LORD hath
a controversy with his people, and he
will plead with Israel.
3 O my people, what have I done unto
thee? and wherein have 1 wearied
thee? lestify against me.
4 For1brought thee up out of the land
of Egypt, and redeemed thee out of
the house of servants; and I sent
before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
5 O my people, remember now what
Balak king of Moab consulted, and
what Balaam the son of Beor an-
swered him from Shittim unto Gilgal;
that ye may know the righteousness
of the LORD.
6 Wherewith shall I come before the
LORD, and bow myself before the
high God? shall I come before him
with burnt offerings, with calves of a
year old?
7 Will the LORD be pleased with
thousands of rams, or with ten thou-
sands of rivers of 0il? shall I give my
firstborn for my transgression, the
fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
8 He hath shewed thee. O man, what
is good: and what doth the LLORD
require of thee, but 1o do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God?

Micah 7:5-7, 18, 19

5 Trust ye not in a friend, put ye not

confidence in a guide: keep the doors
2

of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy
boscm. -

6 For the son dishonoureth the fa-
ther. the daughter riseth up against
her mother, the daughter-in-law
against her mother-in-law: a man'’s
enernies are the men ofhis own house.
7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD;
I will wait for the God of my salvation:
my God will hear me.

18 Who is a God like unto thee, that

.pardoneth Iniquity, and passeth by

the transgression of the remnant of
his heritage? he retaineth not his
anger for ever, because he delighteth
in mercy. :

19 He will turn again, he will have
compassion upon us; he will subdue
our iniquilies; and thou wilt cast all
their sins into the depths of the sea.

The'Message: God rebukes his

people for their sins, but gives them
hope of forgiveness and a better
{ife through Christ.

Questions:

1. With whom was God going to
plead?

2. Whal did God ask the people?

3. What had God done for the people?

4. Does God require people to give a
sacrifice for their soul?

5. What does God require of people?

6. Where can a person find the en-
emles of his soul?

7. What will God do to our iniqui-
lies?

8. In what does God delight?

9. What will God do with our sins?

Verse to Memorize

He hath shewed thee, O man,
what is good; and what doth
the LORD require of thee, but
to dojustly, and tolove mercy,
and to walk hwmnbly with thy
Ciod? Micah 6:8.



Tallk .

The books in the Old Testa-
ment are divided into groups ac-
cording to their content, not by the
_ years they were written. The first

five books have information about
God’slaws for man. The next group
are books written about the his-
tory of God's people. Following that
group are books written in the
form of poetry. Then come the books
writlen about or by the major
prophets. The book of Micah, which
we are studying today, is found in
the group called minor prophets.

The group of books about the
minor prophets is at the end of the
Old Testament, but these proph-
ets were active in other times, not
the years just before the happen-
ings of the New Testament.

Micah prophesied for many
years in the land of Israel. Helived
through the reign of three kings,
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. To-
gether these three kings ruled a
total of fifty years ormore. Youmay
read about these kings in-2 Kings
chapters 15 through 20 and 2
Chronicles chapters 27 through
32. Micah came at different times
to warn the people of their sins and
also to encourage them to look for
better days in the future.

Micah prophesies of Christ's
coming. In chapter five, he names
Bethlehem as the town from which
the Saviour will come. Chapter four
mentions the healings that Christ
will do.

Micah presented his case to
the people as though he were in a
court room. He says God has a
case against the people because
they have received His help
through the years, but they have
not kept His commandments. God
delivered Israel from slavery, pre-
formed many wonders, saved
them from their enemies, gave
them food, clothing and many
other blessings. “Has God ever
mis{reated you?” he asks. “Has
He required too much of you? Has
He asked large sacrifices, such as
a thousand rams, or 10,000 riv-
ers of oil? Has He asked you to
sacrifice your first born child, as
the pagan gods do?”

“God had never required a
person to do any of these things to
save their soul,” Micah said. “You
people know this. You know that
God has only required that you be
fair to all other people, that you

love others and show mercy to

them, and that you keep always
in mind that God is the almighty
God and ‘man is nothing com-
pared to Himn.”

God requires the same ac-
tions of ustoday. He tellsusnot to
help others just to get praise from
others, or because we know it is
our duty. He asks us to have a
feeling of love and compassion
toward others sothat helping them
will be easy. More than that He
has promised to place just that
kind of love in our hearts. He says
He will take out our stony heart
that would cause us to have hard
feelings toward others and not
want to help. In its place He will
put a soft heart.

—Charlotte Huskey
3
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The Ice Crusted River

{Continued from last week}

The whole river was in motion. It
was “the breaking up of the river.” There
is never a more dangerous time to be on
the river. The layer of ice that has
crusted the river all winter splinters in
every direction. Within minutes after
the first slender split, blocks of ice are
quickly separated, making hundreds of
fceislands. Soon they are floating widely
apart, and the wild waves foam over
them.

Henry saw it was impossible to
Jjump to another block of ice nearer to
the bank. He was stranded on the ice
island that was being carried down the
river by the rapid current. He looked
backward, and saw Claud still laying
where he had fallen on another ice
island. He was thankful that both their
ice islands were large, but he also knew
that any minute the blocks might split;
maybe right under Claud. Would Claud
be able to roll himself onto the larger
block of ice if this should happen?

All Henry could do was remain
standing on the block, and pray that
someone would rescue Claud and him.

In anguish and terror he looked
towards the shore to see if there was a
hope of being discovered and saved. He
did see a few persons on the bank of the
river. He shouted, “HELP! HELP!"

No one seemed to hear Henry. He
cried louder; but the crashing ice and
roaring waves seemed to mock his agony.

Just then the block of ice on which
he stood split as if it was a piece of
butter being cut into by a hot knife.
Henry struggled. He swayed frontward,
then backward. Water dashed continu-
ally over the block of ice, blinding his
view of its edge. After a battle with
balancing, he regained his footing on
the ice block as it sailed madly down
stream.

He could see in the distance, the
bridge which crossed the river near the
town. He thought if he were notcrushed
by the blocks of ice, or swept away by
the rushing waters, he would surely be
dashed in pileces against the pier. He
could see only death before him. Re-
membering that his parents had often
told him to call on God in the hour of
need, he cried , “Oh, God, save us!”
Then thinking death was surely ahead
for him, he repeated the hymn his
mother had taught him that morning.

“Glory to Thee, who safe hast

kept,

And hast refreshed me while I

slept;

Grant, Lord, when I from death

shall wake,

I may of endless life partake.

Lord, I my vows to thee renew:—

Refresh my soul, as morning

dew;

Guard my first spring of thought

and will

And with thyself my spirit filL”
{Continued on page four)
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Jeremiah, a Determined
Prophet

New Words: 1. derision means to
ridicule or scorn. 2. entice means to
lead or attract by arousing hope of
pleasure, comfort or profit.
Jeremiah 1:4-10
4 Then the word of the LORD came
unto me, saying,
5 Before I formed thee in the belly 1
knew thee; and before thou camest
forth out of the womb I sanctified
thee, and I ordained thee a prophet
unto the nations.
6 Then said I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold,
1 cannot speak: for I am a child.
7 But the LORD said unto me, Say
not, [ am a child: for thou shalt go to
all that I shall send thee, and whatso-
ever | command thee thou shalt speak.
8 Be not afraid of their faces: for I am
with thee to deliver thee, saith the
LORD.
9 Then the LORD put forth his hand,
and touched my mouth. And the
LORD said unto me, Behold, I have
put my words in thy mouth.
10 See, I have this day set thee over
the nations and over the kingdoms, to
root out, and to pull down, and to
destroy, and to throw down, to build,
and to plant.
Jeremiah 20:7-11
7 O LORD, thou hast deceived me,
and I was deceived: thou art stronger
than I, and hast prevailed: I am in
derision daily, every one mocketh me.
8 For since [ spake, I cried out, I cried
violence and spoil; because the word
of the LORD was made a reproach
ugto me, and a derision, daily.

9Then [ said, I will not make mention
of him, nor speak any more in his
name. But his word was in mine heart
asaburning fire shut up in my bones,
and I was weary with forbearing, and
I could not stay.

10 For I heard the defaming of many,
fear on every side. Report, say they,
and we will report it. All my familiars
watched for my halting, saying,
Peradventure he will be enticed, and
we shall prevail against him, and we
shall take our revenge on him.

11 But the LORD is with me as a
mighty terrible one: therefore my per-
secutors shall stumble, and they shall
not prevail: they shall be greatly
ashamed; for they shall not prosper:
their everlasting confusion shall never
be forgotten.

The Message: Determination seems

to be one of the most important
factors in any success.

Questions:

1. When did God ordain Jeremiah
for his job?

2. What was Jeremiah's protest?

3. What did God say Jeremiah would
do?

4. What should Jeremiah not fear?

5. What words showed Jeremiah's
disappointment?

6. What were the people continually
doing to Jeremiah?

7. What did Jeremiah say he would
not do again?

8. Why could he not keep silent?

9. What will happen to Jeremiah's

persecutors?

Verse to Memorize

i Then I said, I will not speak
any more in his name. But his
word was in mine heart as a

burning fire shut up in my
bones, and I could not stay.
[stay means stop]. Jeremiah
20:9.



In this quarter we have studied
about four great kings of Israel, and
four prophets. Our lesson today is
the fifth prophet. Each of these
prophets met persecution.

Elijah spoke God’s word in Is-
rael and then went into hiding to
save his life so he could proclaim
God’'s word again. (I Kings chapters
17 & 18).

Amos preached God's words in
Israel and was told to get out of the
country and go to Judah. (Amos
7:10-13).

Hosea worked hard to turn the
people from their sinful ways, but
all his teaching fell on ears that
seemed to be deaf. The people ig-
nored the fervent warnings of God
that Hosea gave.

Of all the prophets Micah
seemed to be accepted more than
any other. He worked while good
King Hezekiah ruled Israel. Israel
returned to God during Hezekiah's
reign. However, it is believed that
Hezekiah’sson ,King Manasseh, had
Micah killed.

Fifty-seven years after
Hezekiah's death, some men con-
spired against wicked King Amon
and killed him. A revolt among the
people ended when they had killed
the murderers and Amon's eight
year old son, Josilah, was crowned
king.

On September 25, we had a
lesson about King Josiah. Do you
remember that he was a good strong
king? He destroyed the idol wor-

ship and restored the people to
worshipping the true God.

Jeremiah began to prophesy
when Josiah was about twenty
years old. He had been king twelve
years already and was making
many changes in the country. One
might think that Jeremiah would
have an easy time proclaiming
God’s word with such a good king
in power. But we find that the
people hated Jeremiah. He told
them that God would punish the
country for the sins they were do-
ing. The people did not want to be
punished, neither did they want to
change their ways and stop sin-
ning,

After Josiah's death, persecu-
tion against Jeremiah became
stronger. Different times men plot-
ted to have him put to death. One
priest put him in stock in a public
place where all could see him. The
new king burned all the proph-
esies which Jeremiah had written
in a book. One time they threw him
into a deep pit. He sank down into
the mud and was there with only a
little bread and water to eat. After
many days a servant threw down
some old rags into the pit and
lowered a rope. Using the rags for
padding under his arms, the ser-
vant was able to get Jeremiah out
of the muddy pit.

AlthoughJeremiah endured all
this persecution, he could not keep
silent. God's word burned in his
bones and he would go again into
the streets and declare it. Thank
God for determined people like
Jeremiah. He was a blessing while
he lived and has been a blessing
through the ages since, to all those
who studyJeremiah, thebook writ-
tenbyhim. ~—Charlotte Huskey ,



As was usual, many people had
gathered on the bridge, near the city, to
watch the breaking up of the ice. Seeing
the huge masses of ice forcing their way
down the river, and through the piles
which sustained the bridge was a spec-
tacular sight. With great force, theblocks
of ice crashed against the heavy piles.
Year after year the piles trembled vio-
lently, but always stood firm.

There seemed to be no end to the
large masses of ice, which constantly
came, one after the other, threatening
to sweep whatever was before them.
Henry ,too, had watched from the bridge
the “breaking up of the river.” Today,
however, he was not thinking of the
sights, he was praying that someone
would see him in time to save him from
being killed. As he drew nearer the
bridge, he saw someone pointing out
toward the center of the river. He was
sure they were pointing to Claud.

Many people were now looking in
that direction. “I hope they can save
him,” Henry said, “and | hope someone
sees mel”

No sooner had he said this than
someone was pointing toward him. He
waved and called, “Help, help.” A man
waved back. Henry’s hopes soared. But
when he looked down he saw the huge
piles of the bridge directly in front of
him. He swayed back and forth on his
ice island trying to steer it away from
the pile.

He looked back up to the people on
the bridge and heard them talking ex-
citedly then looked down on the river
where they were pointing. Immediately
he heard a block of ice crack and split.
He heard shrieks of agony, when theice
block rushed against the pler. Some-
thing dark bounced up, then the water
dashed and foamed over the spot. Henry
was sure the dark spot was Claud. The
boy was no longer to be seen: he was
gone—gone forever!

All the while, Henry had been striv-
ing to keep a foothold by rocking to and
fro. He again stretched out his arms,
and cried loudly, “Help, helpl”

A murmur, then a cry ran through
the crowd. A heavy rope was swung
down from the bridge right in front of
him. “Help me God,” he cried grasping
at therope. Henry clung desperately to
the rope, as the block of ice on which he
had been standing dashed against the
pier, and was shivered to atoms.

Amoment later he was safely stand-
ing on the bridge.

“Who are you?” someone asked.

“Henry, the hunter’s son,” Henry
said weakly. The people huddled around
to ind out what had happened, but
Henry was too exhausted to talk.

“I will take him home,” said the
good sailor who had saved Henry's life.
“Inever once thought about saving a life
when I started across the bridge. But
now that I did, I want to see him safely
in the arms of his mother.” So he carried
Henry home.

What joy was in the hunter's
cabin! “What reward would you like?”
asked the hunter, to the sailor.

“Your thanks is reward enough,”
said the sailor.

What mourning and weeping in the
house from which Claud had departed
that day.

Often Claud’s mother wanders by
the river side, trusting that her son
repented of his sin and was forgiven,
and that she might meet him again in
the world where temptation and sorrow
are banished forever!

—Bright Pictures from Child Life”
(Translated from German in 1857, re-
vised by Charlotte Huskey, 1992.)
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The Stolen Watch

Carl and Dan lived with their
aunt in a small southern town of New
York. Their aunt had a large house.
Each boy had his own room upstairs,
across the hall from Aunt Martha's.

Aunt Martha was very strict on
the boys and never allowed them to
have bad friends, or go anywhere she
thought would not be for their good.
Sometimes Dan thought she was ter-
rible, especially when she wouldn't
let him do like the other boys. Carl,
who was four years older than Dan,
understood Aunt Martha. He was will-
ing to abide by her rules. Carl, how-
ever had a job with Mr. Homers, one
of Aunt Martha's friends. He didn't
have to stay around home with Aunt
Martha as much as Dan.

This evening Dan was especially
bored. He looked longingly out of his
bedroom window and watched the
school football teamn practicing for
the game. “I wish I could go to the
game tonight,” he grumbled. “It's go-
ing to be the biggest game of the year.
But how can I hope to go? Aunt
Martha won't let me do anything.” He
turned away from the window and
went slowly toward the stairs.

As he passed Aunt Martha's room,
he saw her sitting in her chair looking
at the watch she had purchased as a

Christmas present for Carl. “What a
beautiful watch,” he thought, “and
for Carl. She always does the nicer
things for him. She thinks I'm not old
enough for an expensive watch. She
will probably get me a wagon or some
toy cars.” He went back in his room
and flung himself across the bed. Oh!
how I wish I could go to the game
tonight, but Aunt Martha would never
give me permission. He lay there fora
long time thinking about the game.
Finally, he fell asleep.

Aunt Martha awoke him saying,
“Good-bye, Dan. I'm going over to
Mrs. Jones for the evening. I'll be
back about ten-thirty.” He lay still a
moment. Then suddenly he realized
that it was Wednesday night! “Wow,”
he said, “Mary, the maid, will be going
to prayer meeting and Carl is working
until eleven, so I'll be home alone!
This is my chance to go to the game.
But how will I know the time to be
sure and get home before anyone
else?" He put on his heavy coat and
hat. “I surely need a watch,” he
mumbled. Then walking across the
hall and into Aunt Martha'’s room, he
opened the door and took out the
watch. “I'll just take a look at it while
she’s out. It sure s a beauty! Oh how
I do wish it were mine—especially
tonight.”

{Continued on page four)



God’s Love For Man

Hebrews 1:1-4

1 God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets,
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by his Son, whom he hath ap-
pointed heir of all things, by whom also
he made the worlds;
3 Who being the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by
the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high:
4 Being made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance ob-
tained a more excellent name than
they.

Ephesians 1:3-14
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heav-
enly places in Christ:
4 According as he hath chosen us in
himbefore the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love:
5 Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good plea-
sure of his will,
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted in
the beloved.
7 In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac-
cording to the riches of his grace;
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward
us in all wisdom and prudence;
9 Having made known unto us the
mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself:
2

10 That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather to-
gether in one all things in Christ, both
which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; even in him:

11 In whom also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated ac-
cording to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after the counsel of
his own will:

12 That we should be to the praise of
his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that
ye heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation: in whom also after
that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that holy Spirit of promise,

14 Which is the earnest of our inherit-
ance until the redemption of the pur-
chased possession, unto the praise of
his glory.

The Message: God speaks to us
through his Son, Jesus Christ.

Questions:

1. In olden days through whom did
God speak to people?

2. Through whom does He now speak
to people?

3. By whom were the worlds made?

4. Is Christ in the express image of
God?

5, When were we chosen to be holy?

6. Through whom do we have for-
giveness of sins?

7. Through whom have we obtained
an inheritance?

8. When do men leamn to trust in
Christ?

9. Will Christ gather together the
saved in heaven and on earth?

Verse to Memorize

God, . . . Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by his

Son, . . . by whom also he
made the worlds. Hebrews 1:1,
2.




Talk .

“No, thanks, Idon’t smaoke,” Aaron
said, as Tom passed around a carton
of cigarettes offering one to each of the
seventh grade boys.

“Why don't you smoke?" asked
Derek

“It isn't pleasing to God,” Aaron
answered.

“Who is God?” Josh questioned.

“God is the supreme power that
created the universe,” Derek said be-
fore Aaron had a chance to answer.

Looking more puzzled, Josh
asked, “How could a person know
what he does is displeasing to such a
supreme power? | mean how could
anyone communicate with an invis-
ible power,”

“We feel wind, and electricity. Isn't
that communicating?” Aaron said.

“Ah, that’s crazy,” Tom said. “Be-
sides, my Dad smokes and he's a
Christian, goes to church every Sun-
day, and 1do too, when he makes me.”

“But how do you know what God
likes or dislikes?” Josh questioned
Aaron, for he thought Aaron knew
more about religion than any boy in
the class. “Does God talk to people?”

“Let's get out of here, I hate dis-
cussions about religion,” Tom said as
he walked away. The other boys fol-
lowed, leaving Aaron and Josh alone.

“God has many ways in which he
speaks to people,” Aaron said.
“Abraham, Moses, and Paul heard
God's voice speaking to them. Gideon,
Lot, Mary and the parents of Samson
were visited by angels who brought
each one a message from God. When
God's people were traveling through
the wilderness, God showed them

when to move by a pillow of fire by
night and a cloud in the day. When
the cloud moved the people knew it
was time to move. God spoke to Daniel
and Joseph by dreams, or visions.”

“Did you learn about these by
reading the Bible?" Josh asked.

“Yes, you can read about them in
the Old Testament part of the Bible. In
the olden days, God gave His mes-
sages to the people through special
men called prophets, such as the ones
I have mentioned. Of course, there
were many more, However, afterJesus
came to live on the earth, God is
speaking to people through Jesus.”

“You mean that Jesus talks to
you like I am talking to you?”

“Well, no. He talks to me when I
read His words in the New Testament.
Sometimes ! have a question and what
I read gives me the answer. That is
Jesus talking to me.”

“I hoped you would say, ‘T hear
His voice.’ "

“My heart hears His voice, and it’s
just as real as if my ears heard it.”

“I think it would be easier to know
God’s messages if someone told them
to us.”

“Jesus is telling us God's mes-
sages every time a person reads His
words in the Bible. Jesus usually said
things easy to understand. Often, ifa
persons says they cannot understand
Jesus’words, it is because they donot
want to do what He says to do,” Aaron
explained. “If people would believe
that God is love and that all He tells us
to do is for our good, then it wouldn’t
seem so hard. Christ gave His life for
us because He loved us. Then He
chose us to be His children. He re-
deems us from sin, blesses us, and
prepares us a home in heaven where
we can be together with our friends
and family forever.

“That’s great! I wish I believed it
like you do. You're the nicest guy I
know,” Josh answered, as the two
boys walked away toward their class.

—Charlotte Huskey
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He laid it back in it's place, went
out of the room and down the stairs.
Just as his foot hit the bottom stair he
spun around saying, “I think I'll just
borrow that watch for tonight. I'll be
back before anyone, and the watch
willbebackin place when they return
home."

He again took the watch from the
box, then placed it carefully on his
wrist. Down the stairs and across the
living room he flew. Opening the door
he stepped out. “But how will I get in
when I get back? I shouldn't leave the
door unlocked but neither dol havea
key.” After a moment's hesitation he
stepped back into the room and un-
locked the lower window that opened
to the north side of the house. Care-
fully he unlocked the screen, and
closed the window leaving an inch at
the bottom to make it easy to open
from the outside.

Itwas 8:15, the game wasalready
starting. He felt so free and excited. “I
won't mind missing the other games
now that I'm getting to go to the most
important one!” he told himself as he
hurried along the sidewalk.

As he was taking his place beside
his friends, the whistle blew ending
the first quarter. “So you made it,”
called Sam from behind him. Dan
looked at the watch, it was 8:30.

“Look, Dan has a new watch,”
said Bill, who was sitting to his left.

“Let me see!” cried Sam. Soon a
dozen boys were gathered around
Dan looking at the watch, “It is a
beauty,” they all agreed.

“Did your Aunt Martha get it for
you?" asked Bill. Dan couldn’t mus-
ter the courage to tell the boys that it
wasn't his watch. He pretended to not
hear.

“Wow, Dan, you've the best aunt
in the world!” said Sam.

“Not bad at all,” answered Dan, a
little shyly.

It was fifteen until ten when Dan
got out of the stadium. I'll have to
hurry so I can get in bed before any-
one gets home. Hurrledly he covered
the blocks—past the intersection with
the traffic light and on to the next.

A policeman was stationed there
to direct traffic as it was unlighted.
Dan waited his turn, then started
across. Just as he was nearing the
curb on the other side of the street, a
truck came speeding through the in-
tersection. “Look out!” called the po-
liceman. Dan jumped for the curb;
and as he did, his foot slipped and he
fell. “Are you hurt?” asked the police-
man, as he helped Dan to his feet.

“No, I'm just wet and muddy.”

“What is your name, and where
do you live?” Dan gave his name and
address.

I hope he doesn't come to the
house and ask questions about this,
he thought. “Just forget all about
this,” Dan said. “The truck driver
couldn't see me because of the rain
and darkness. Probably there is usu-
ally no reason for him stopping here.
I'm just fine, but [ must hurry home,
as I must be in before ten-thirty.
Good-bye.” Through the darkness he
ran until he could clearly see the
house. Everything was dark. “Now, if
I can get in and get undressed before
Aunt Martha or Mary get home.™ He
forced open the window which he had
prepared before leaving. In he climbed.
He turned to switch on the lights
when he heard a taxi stop in front of
the house.

(To be continued)

IR

Second class postage paid at Guthrie, OK. Published quarterly in weekly parts by Faith Pub, House, 920
W. Mansur, Guthrie, OK. Charlottc Huskcy, Editor. One subscription, $4.00 per year (52 papers).
Includes junior and primary sections. Postmaster: Please send address corrections to above address.



THE

BEAUTIFUL WAY

tt yma € %N

Sttt et !

W
q:,- & W L i

BT
“COME UNTO ME", - o
T e e R e By g Ny

Vol. 43, No. 4 Juniors (USPS540-000)

Part 11 Dec. 13, 1992

The Stolen Watch
(continued from last week)

“That must be Mary,” Dan thought.
Hurricedly he latched the screen and
lowered the window. He raced upstairs
and into his room closing the door softly
behind him. “What will I do with these
muddy clothes. How will Iever explain?”
He slipped them off and got into his
pajamas. “Shall I hang them over the
chair to dry? No, someone might come
into my room,” he thought. He put them
under the bed and pulled the spread
down to hide them. He was just getting
ready to jump in bed when he remem-
bered the WATCH! “Where is it?"

“How could I have lost it?” Then he
remembered having taken it off as he
left the stadium. He was carrying it in
his hand inside his pocket. He wanted
to be sure and get the watch back safely
and believed that to be the safest way to
carry it. He locked the door, then slipped
under the bed and searched his pock-
ets. “Are there holes in my pockets?" he
asked himself. “No none at all. Maybe I
dropped it as I climbed in the window,
or at the corner when I fell.”

He unlocked the door and got in
bed. The thought made him sick all
cver. “"How could I ever have been so
foolish to have taken the watch?” Then
another thought came to him. “It isn't
me that 1s foolish, it is Aunt Martha. If
she would have given me permission to
go to the game, | would not have needed
the watch. And if she loved me as much

as she does Carl, she would have gotten
me one also. Then | would not have
needed to wear Carl's just this once.
She {s always doing nice things for Carl.
She never does anything for me.” He
was so disturbed, he could not cry.
Waves of hatred and bitterness swept
over him. “I hate Aunt Martha,” he said
to himself.

Just then Carl passed his room
and noticed the light on. “What are you
doing up solate?” heasked as he opened
the door.

“Nothing much, why can't1stay up
as late as you? After all I'm not a baby.”

“Okay, I was just asking, thought
you might be sick.” He closed the door
and went on to bed.

Aunt Martha had already gone to
bed. As soon as Dan heard thembreath-
ing heavily, as if asleep, he redressed
himself. Opening the top drawer, he
took out his flashlight and gloves. Qui-
etly he descended the stairs, crossed
the living room and climbed out the
window. Carefully he searched under
the window and every inch of the side-
walk as he walked. Then he scarched
the entire intersection and vainly started
toward the stadium. “There is no use
doing this,” he said to himself. “I will
come early tomorrow before school and
look.” Sadly he returned home, reopened
thewindow and climbed through. Ashe
turned toward the stairs, he bumped
something. It crashed. “I hope Aunt

(Continued on page four)



God's Promise to Zacharias

Luke 1:5-22

5 There was in the days of Herod, the
king of Judaea, a certain priest named
Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and
his wife was of the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elisabeth.

6 And they were both righteous before
God, walkingin all the commandments
and ordinances of the Lord blamcless.
7 And they had no child, because that
Elisabeth was barren, and they both
were now well stricken in ycars.
8 And it came to pass, that while he
exccuted the priest’s office before God
in the order of his course,
9 According to the custom of the priest's
office, his lot was to burn incense when
he went into the temple of the Lord.
10 And the whole multitude of the
pcople were praying without at the
time of incense.

11 And there appeared unto him an
angel of the Lord standing on the right
side of the altar of incense.

12 And when Zacharias saw him, he
was troubled. and fear fell upon him.
13 Bul the angel said unto him, Fear
not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard;
and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee
a son, and thou shalt call his name
John.

14 And thou shalt have joy and glad-
ness; and many shall rcjoice at his
birth.

15 For he shall be great in the sight of
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine
nor strong drink; and he shall be filled
with the Holy Ghost, cven from his
mother’s womb.

16 And many of the children of Israel
shall he turn to the Lord their God.
17 And he shall go before him in the
spirit and power of Elias. to tum the
2

hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just; to make ready a people pre-
pared for the Lord.

18 And Zacharlas said unto the angel,
Whereby shall I know this? for I am an
old man, and my wife well stricken in
years.

19 And the angel answering said unto
him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the
presence of God;

20 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb,
and not able to speak, until the day
that these things shall be performed,
because thou believest not my words,
which shall be fulfilled in their season.
21 And the people waited for Zacharias,
and marvelled that he tarried solongin
the temple.

22 And when he cameout, he could not
speak, . . . and remained speechless.

The Message: God sends John to
prepare the way for Jesus.

Questions:

1. Whatkind of people were Zacharias
and Elisabeth?

2. What were the pecople doing while
Zacharias was in the temple?

3. Who appcared to Zacharias?

4. What did the angel tell Zacharias?

5. Why didn't Zacharias belicve
the angel’'s message?

6. What was John never to drink?

7. What were some of John'’s dutics
to be?

8. How will John's message effect
the people of Israel?

9. Are you happy that John and

Jesus have come?

Verse to Memorize

And he shall go before Him, .
R . . to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and .

. . to make ready a people
| rrepared for the Lord. Luke
b 1:17.



Many years ago when the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War was being
fought, General Washington had one
soldier who was always at his post of
duty. Hewas not an unusually strong
or brave soldier. He never did any-
thing outstanding, but he was there
doing his duty. He served Washing-
ton in the nearly disastrous cam-
paign around New York City. He was
with him during the terrible winter of
1777-78at Valley Forge. All the while,
he did nothing special. Finally, after
the victory at Yorktown, General
Washington gave the young soldiera
special commendation for heroism.

“But Sir,” he protested, “I never
did anything heroic. All I did was
stay and do my duty.”

“Doing your duty is the highest
form of heroism that I know,” an-
swered Washington.

In our lesson today, we have a
couple that lived carefully before God
always doing their duty. They were
righteous. Then when God needed
someone dependable, he chose them.

Zacharias was just an ordinary
priest, serving in a remote village far
from the splendor of the beloved
temple. He was old now. All his life he
had served quietly as a priest. Many
years he had been a good example to
the people of his village. Each year
when the lots were cast to see which
priest should burn the incense in the
temple, he no doubt hoped to be
chosen.

Incense was burned twice a day,
but there were so many priests, that
some were never chosen, and rarely

was one chosen more than once ina
life time. The temple had many parts.
There was a court for the Gentile, a
court for the women, a court for the
men, and a place for the priest just
outside the Holy place. The altar of
incense was in the Holy place right in
front of the veil that separated the
Holy place from the Holy of Holies.

The chosen priest, with tongs,
carried hot coals from the altar where
the animal had just been sacrificed.
These he placed on the altar of in-
cense. Then while offering a prayer
of thanksgiving he put the incense
on the coals. This caused a smoke to
rise. When the priests, the men, the
women, and the Gentiles, each in
their places saw the smoke arise,
they fell on their faces and prayed.

Now in his old age, Zacharias
was offering the incense. When the
people’s prayers were finished they
arose and expected Zacharias to soon
come out, but he didn't. He was
inside, talking with an angel.
Zacharias' and Elisabeth’s years of
faithful living had paid off. God was
giving them a baby. A baby who
would prepare the way for the Mes-
siah for whom they had longed and
prayed for so many years.

The Messiah was on His way,
and theirbaby would get people ready
to receive Him. Many people would
be turned to the Lord.

What great news Zacharias was
receiving, but he needed a sign to
belleve it. He got one alright, he
would not be able to talk until the
baby was born.

Their son was to never drink
wine. This was a command the angel
gave before the baby's birth. God
knew Zacharias had been faithful at
his duty thus far, and God could
trust him to be faithful at this duty
also. —Charlotte Huskey




Martha didn't hear that!” He stood lis-
tening for a moment. All was quiet. He
knew it was his Aunt's new blue vase.
Tip-toeing carefully, he ascended the
stairs and got into bed.

He couldn't sleep. All he could do
was think of the watch, the broken
vase, his muddy clothes and how he
could get himself out of this mess. “It’s
all because Aunt Martha is so strict.
How could she expect a boy to obey?"
Finally, he decided on a plan that he
thought would get him out of his
troubles. Then he fell asleep.

“Ineed to go early today,” hesaid to
Mary as he sat down at the breakfast
table. “May I eat now?" He ate break-
fast, picked up his books and as he left
thehousesaid, “Please tell Aunt Martha
I'll be a little late getting home tonight.”

Dan thought most anyone who
found the watch would probably keep
it, but he searched the stadium any-
way.
After school he went by the jewel-
ers. “Like to buy a watch?" asked Mr.
Riley, the jeweler, as Dan stood looking
at the watch display.

“I sure would like to have one like
this,” he said pointing to a watch like
Carl's.

“That's a beauty! But its pretty
expensive for a boy like you to buy.”

“Could I pay a little down and a
little each week?” .

“Yes, you could. ] would need your
Mother to come in and sign the papers
for you.”

“Never mind then.” answered Dan.

He was turning away when Mr.
Riley said, “Like to put it on Lay-Away?
You may pay a little now and a little
each week. When it is all paid, you may
take the watch home.”

Dan paid all the money he had
saved from his allowance on the watch
and walked out of the store. “How will |
get Aunt Martha to consent for me to
work after school?” He knew several
people whowould pay a boy to help with
work around their homes. Besides mak-
ing money, he would be away from Aunt

Martha. “She is really to blame for all
this. [Thope she hasn’t missed thewatch.”

“Aunt Martha,” he called as he went
into the house. “Mrs. Jones would like
for me to rake her yard. May I please?”

Aunt Martha was coming down the
stairs. She looked pale and sick. “What's
the matter?” he asked, ducking his
head so she could not look at him
directly. He thought she had missed the
watch!

“Oh, Dan, someone has broken into
our house. This morning Mary found
my lovely blue vase laying on the floor
broken. At first I thought she had care-
lessly bumped it. But this afternoon as
I'sat knitting, I felt cool air and saw that
the window was not completely closed.
The screen was also unlocked. [ always
keep the windows lacked. Mary must
have left it open and the screen
unlatched when she washed the win-
dow. She is so careless!”

Dan had forgotten the vase. He was
happy she hadn’t discovered the miss-
ing watch. “I'm sorry,” he said, then
wanting to leave as soon as possible, he
added, “Mrs. Jones is waiting. [ told her
1 would be right back if you didn’t
mind.”

“Of course I don't mind you helping
Mrs. Jones. But I do not wish you to
work anywhere else.”

Dan hurried out of the house and
over to Mrs, Jones. After finishing with
her, he went around the corner to help
another lady. “If Aunt Martha finds out
about this, I'll have to go to bed without
dinner.”
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The Stolen Watch

{continued from last week)

It was almost dark when Dan got
home. “You are late,” said Mary. “I'm
waliting dinner for you. Aunt Martha
isn’t coming down tonight as she is
very disturbed about the brokenvase.”

Dan was glad. He was very hun-
gry. and if Aunt Martha had been
there, he would have gone to bed with-
out dinner. After eating, he went
straight to his room. He checked his
pants that were drying under the bed,
and cleaned off the dried mud before
putting them in the laundry. He was
tired from working hard, sick over the
broken vase and miserable from fear
that the missing watch would be dis-
covered. The more he thought about
it, the more he hated Aunt Martha,
Carl, and himself.

Dan tried again, but Aunt Martha
still would not give her consent for
Dan to work for anyonebut Mrs. Jones
or the teacher. “People will think I am
cruel if they see you worldng in the
cold weather,” she explained.

Every morning he left home early
before Aunt Martha came down. He
worked at different places. In the eve-
nings, Dan worked again awhile be-
fore coming home and told his aunt
that he was helping the teacher at
school. Aunt Martha was very pleased
with him helping the teacher.

Two weeks had passed. He had
paid two payments on the watch. He
had managed to avoid being around
Aunt Martha, and she hadn't discov-
ered the missing watch. But he was so
terribly miserable! He could hardly eat
or sleep. His mind was on nothing
except his troubles. His teacher had
told him if he could not study better,
that she was going to call his aunt to
find out why. Now he was tormented
with the fear that Aunt Martha would
find out what he was doing in the
mornings and evenings. Sometimes
he thought he would tell, but he
couldn’t make himself confess what
he had done.

Afew days later as he was nearing
home, he noticed a taxd in the street
and Mary loading her belongings into
it. He could see she had been crying.
She never looked up, so Dan went on
into the house without speaking. It
seemed like walking into a funeral
parlor. Aunt Martha was standing
beside the dining table looking pale
and sick like she did the day the
broken vase was discovered. ‘I'm send-
ing Mary away,” she said. “She has
stolen Carl’s watch. I know she has.
First she broke my lovely vase that I
bought when ydur mother and I vis-
ited England. Now I know she un-
locked the window to make me believe
someone had broken into the house. 1

(Continued on page four)



A Saviour For All People

Luke 2:1-7, 22-32

1 And it came to pass in those days,
that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed.

2 (And this taxing was first made
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
3 And all went to be taxed, every one
into his own city.

4 And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth,
into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because
he was of the house and lineage of
David:)

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused
wife, being great with child.

6 And so it was, that, while they were
there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered.

7 And she brought forth her firstborn
son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them
in the inn.

22 And when the days of her purifica-
tion according to the law of Moses
were accomplished, they brought him
to Jerusalem, to present him to the
Lord;

23 (As it is written in the law of the
Lord, Every male that openeth the
womb shall be called holy to the
Lord;)

24 And to offer a sacrifice according
to that which is said in the law of the
Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons.

25 And, behold, there was a man in
2J erusalem, whose name was Simeon;

and the same man was just and de-
vout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon
him.

26 And it was revealed unto him by
the Holy Ghost, that he should not
see death, before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ.

27 And he came by the Spirit into the
temple: and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him after
the custom of the law,

28 Then took he him up in his arms,
and blessed God, and said,

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, according to thy word:
30 For mine eyes have seen thy salva-
tion,

31 Which thou hast prepared before
the face of all people;

32 Alight to lighten the Gentiles, and
the glory of thy people Israel.

The Message: We should do all of
God's commandments just as Mary
and Joseph did.

Questions:

1. What did Caesar have the people
do?

2. Why did Joseph and Mary go to

Bethlehem?

Why was Jesus laid in a manger?

Where was Jesus presented to the

Lord?

What kind of man was Simeon?

What was revealed to him?

What had Simeon'’s eyes seen?

For whom was this salvation pre-

pared?

Have you received this salvation?

Verse to Memorize

© PN P»®

The angel said unto them, Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shallbe to all people. For unto
youisborn thisday in the city
of David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10,
11.



Last week we studied about
Zacharias who was just a common
priest. His faithfulness to God caused
him to be chosen to father a special
servant of God. Today we are reading
about Mary and Joseph. They, too
were just ordinary people who lived in
Nazareth, a small town located in the
Galilean hills. Although Nazareth was
far from the sacred temple in Jerusa-
lem, Mary and Joseph loved and
served God daily. So when God was
looking for someone of the family of
David to be the parents of His Son, He
chose them.

Until now they had met each
trouble with hope and faith that God
would give them victory. But now the
ruler ordered each person to gotohis
home town to be taxed. This would
mean an eight to ten day trip for
them, and it was nearly time forJesus
to be born, How could God allow Mary
to be forced to walk or ride a plodding
donkey for nearly one hundred miles?
Could Mary and Joseph meet this
trial with victory? They did. How tired
and miserable she must have been
when they finally arrived in
Bethlehem, but she knew God makes
no mistakes.

Manyinns in those days were two
stories high. The people slept in the
second story rooms, while the ani-
mals stayed in the stables under-
neath. Smaller inns had the stables
on the outside walls. All rooms were
filled before Mary and Joseph ar-
rived, so they made camp among the
animals in the stable. In this place,
Jesus was born. Mary was able to
cope with all these conditions, be-
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cause she had trusted in God's grace
for other problems.

Neither did Jesus’ birth bring an
end to Mary's troubles. When her
dear Son was eight days old, she
courageously allowed him to be cir-
cumcised, which was a command-
ment of the law. When baby Jesus
was forty days old, they walked along
distance to Jerusalem and presented
Him to the Lord.

This presentation was a long cer-
emony. A year old lamb and a pigeon
or turtledove was offered. Those too
poor to offer a lamb could offer two
pigeons or two doves. Mary and Jo-
seph were poor. They brought two
doves.

Every firstborn was to be given to
God. Ifitwas a firstborn cow or sheep,
it was to be sacrificed to the Lord. Ifit
was a donkey or other unclean ani-
mal, it was tobe given to the Lord and
redeemed again by giving an animal
to be sacrificed in its place. A first-
born son was to be given to God and
then redeemed by giving a certain
amount of money to the priest.

We could think of this as an
offering to God for a child. Mary and
Joseph were poor and traveling away
from home, so they made a real sac-
rifice to give this offering for the child
Jesus. Luke 2:39 tells us that Mary
and Joseph did according to all the
law commanded, even though it
caused them some suffering.

We are just ordinary people but
we also should be very careful to do
according to all the laws of God. Then
when God needs a person for a job, we
will be prepared to help.

—Charlotte Huskey
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discovered the watch was missing to-
day, as I thought to show it to Mrs.
Jones. I will miss Mary, for she has
been a good cook and kept the house
well, and |1 had supposed was a good
Christian. She says she doesn’t have
the watch so I have reported it to the
police. Her brother has probably sold
it for her.”

“You may get yourself something
to eat. I'm feeling sick after all this, I
must le down.”

“Okay,” answered Dan, as he hur-
ried into the kitchen. He was glad todo
anything to get away from her. He
thoughthe couldn’t stand itany longer.
“I'must tell,” he thought. “I must. Poor
Mary, her fatheris dead and hermother
ill.” Mary and her brother both had to
work so the family could live. To lose
her job just before Christmas was
terrible. He tried to eat the sandwich
he had made, but he couldn't swal-
low. He put it in the refrigerator, went
upstairs and got in bed.

The next morning, he left without
seeing his aunt. He was so guilty that
his head ached. He felt sick and weak
fromhaving not eaten dinner last night
nor breakfast that morning, so he
asked to be excused from class and
went home.

When he arrived home, Aunt
Martha was getting ready to go to the
police station to identify a watch that
had been found. Dan hoped it wasn’t
the one he lost the night of the game.
He would have to confess, but maybe
it wasn’t, and how would they kmow
that it had dropped off HIS arm”

The watch was so crushed, Aunt
Martha wasn't sure if it was the miss-
ing one, so it was taken to the jeweler
for identification. Sure enough, it was
the same watch.

“Where was this watch found?”
asked Aunt Martha.

“It was picked up by Mr. Davis,
the policeman on duty the night of
December 5. A boy fell at the intersec-
tion of Pine and Elwood as he hurried

across to avoid a speeding truck. The
back wheel of the truck must haverun
over it. We thought it belonged to the
boy, and we expected him to call forit,
butevidently it wasn't or he had stolen
it. How long has your watch been
missing?”

“I thought the watch had been
missing only a day or two,” she an-
swered. “However, it may have disap-
peared that very night. My maid stole
it. I was sure she would confess, but
yesterday I realized she was not going
to; so I fired her and reported the
missing watch. Her brother must have
been taking it somewhere to sell. Did
you get the boy’s name?”

“Yes, we have arecord of his name.
It is Dan Westocock, his address is
613 North Perkins.”

“Goodness me,” cried Aunt
Martha, “He even gave my address.
How bold can thieves get?”

“Wouldyou like to presscharges?”
asked the police chief.

*No, thank you, I have known him
a long time; he will pay for it, now that
he has been caught,” she said haugh-
tily as she arose to leave.

“If you have any trouble, just let
us know,” the police said.

“I sure played that slick,” she said
to herself as she drove home. “They
won't have a record on my little Dan.”
She was so proud of how she kept Dan
out of trouble with the police that she
forgot her anger until she drove into
the garage. Then suddenly her anger
returned.
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The Stolen Watch

(continued from last week)

Danwas hurrying toward the stairs,
when Aunt Martha entered. She shouted
angrily, “Dan, you're the thief, not Mary.
How dare you let me blame Mary and
send her away. It is such hard work to
get a good maid these days. Now, go to
your bedroom and stay there until you
are ready to confess this whole thing.”
Dan flew up the stairs and into his
room.

He felt alittle relieved that the truth
was known. Any punishment Aunt
Martha would give couldn't be worse
than what he had suffered the last
twenty-one days. It was too horrible to
explain in words. At first, he thought he
would confess it all. But then he asked
himself, “Why should she know every-
thing? If I could work until Christmas,
I'd have my watch paid for, and then she
would let me keep it. Oht What about
the vase? A supposed burglar would be
blamed for that.” Carefully, he planned
his confession, then slowly went back
downstairs.

Aunt Martha was sitting in the
chair by the table on which the blue
vase had set. “Ready to confess?” she
asked, looking astounded at him. Dan
stammered out his confession of leav-
ing the house for the game and needing
the watch for time. Then, he told about
the accident and the watch, and how he
had hunted vainly for it, but had never
thought of calling the police statfon.

“How did you get into the house
when you returned? Through the win-
dow, I suppose. That explains the un-
locked window and broken vase.”

Dan thought he would admit that
also, but his courage failed. “No, Aunt
Martha,” he said rather shyly. “I came
in as Mary returned from prayer meet-
ing.”

“So Mary knew you were out and
did not tell me?” ‘

“Mary didn’t know that you hadn't
given me permission to go to the game.”

“I guess maybe she didn't,” an-
swered Aunt Martha, leaning back in
her chair again. “I have already decided
howyou will be punished. I had planned
for you and Carl to spend your Christ-
mas vacation with Uncle Jim in New
York City. Carl is buying his own air-
plane ticket, and yours was to be a gift
from me. As you already know, Carl's
gift was to be the watch. However, now
I shall buy Carl another watch with the
money I have for your ticket. You shall
stay home and receive nothing for
Christmas.”

Suddenly Dan burst into tears. He
just couldn't keep them in. He had
wished for a long, long time to visit his
uncle in New York City. He remembered
the watch he was paying for. “Aunt
Martha,” he sobbed, “I didn’t mean to
steal.  have another watch on lay-away
at the jeweler's for Carl." He saw that
she was looking tenderly, so he contin-

(Continued on page four)



Jesus Obeys God

Matthew 3:13-17

13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to
Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him.

14 But John forbad him, saying, I have
need tobebaptized of thee, and comest
thou to me?

15 And Jesus answering said unto
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.
Then he suffered him.

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightway out of the water:
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto
him, and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him:

17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.

Matthew 4:1-11

1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted of the
devil.

2 And when he had fasted forty days
and forty nights, he was afterward an
hungered.

3 And when the tempter came to him,
he said, If thou be the Son of God,
command that these stones be made
bread.

4 But he answered and said, It is
written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
5 Then the devil taketh him up into the
holy city, and setteth him on a pin-
nacle of the temple,

6 And saith unto him, If thou be the
Son of God, cast thyself dowp: for it is
written, He shall give his angels charge
2

concerning thee: and in their hands
they shall bear thee up. lestat any time
thou dash thy foot against a stone.

7 Jesus said unto him, It is written
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God.

8Again, thedevil takethhimupintoan
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth
him all the kingdoms of the world, and
the glory of them;

9 And saith unto him, All these things
will 1 give thee, if thou wilt fall down
and worship me.

10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get
thee hence, Satan: for it is written,
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou serve.

11 Then the devil leaveth him, and,
behold, angels came and ministered
unto him.

The Message: Jesus obeyed all of
God’'scommandments, and so should
every Christian.

Questions:

1. What did Jesus ask John to do?

2. Why did Jesus want to be bap-
tized?

3. What did the voice from heaven
say?

4. How long did Jesus fast?

5. By what did Jesus say men should
live?

6. Did the tempter use Bible verses
to tempt Jesus?

7. Whatdid Satan offerJesusifJesus
would worship him?

8. Who s the only one that should be
worshipped?

9. Who ministered to Jesus after he
had resisted Satan?

Verse to Memorize

Jesus answering said unto
him, Suffer it to be so now: for

thus it becometh us to fulfil
all righteousness. Matthew
3:15.




Talk ...

Have you ever been tempted todo
things you knew were wrong? Of
course you have. There are times in
everyone's life that they are tempted
of evil. Jesus, too, was tempted to
disobey God.

Satan appeared toJesus and cun-
ningly tried to persuade Jesus to do
wrong actions. Satan quoted Bible
verses that could have encouraged
Jesus to do what was really displeas-
ing to God. Even John the Baptist
tried to discourage Jesus from doing
all of God’s will, when he forbade
Jesus to be baptized.

Jesus, however, did not let any-
thing keep Him from doing allof God's
will. He said to John, “Let me be
baptized now, for it is becoming that I
perform all ceremonies of righteous-
ness.” Jesus was wanting to do every-
thing God wanted Him to do. He had
a willing heart to sacrifice everything
so that He might be perfect before
God

Is your heart willing to sacrifice
everything necessary so that you may
walk perfect before God? It is becom-
ing to every Christian to fulfill all
righteousness.

Satan uses temptation to draw
the Christian’s mind and body away
from God. A temptation is a desire to
do wrong. Sometimes people suggest
we do something we know we should
not do. At other times, a temptation
comes from something we see. Seeing
brings thoughts. When these thoughts
enteryour mind, Satan begins to bring
other thoughts. This is his way of
talking to us, as he talked with Jesus
in the wilderness.

Ifa saved person will immediately
began to refuse these evil thoughts,
the temptation cannot grow. A temp-
tation will grow, stronger and stron-
ger, until it is strong enough to break
our Christian resistance to this evil.
When a person is born into Christ, he
gets Christ’s nature, and this nature
hates evil. So every Christian has a
natural resistance to evil.

Temptations can break resis-
tances to evil more easily when a
person’s emotions are either high or
Jow. Ifa Jot of good things are happen-
ing to you, your emotions will be high.
You feel good all over. You are happy.
You feel life is wonderful and you want
to enjoy it forever! Beware at these
tirnes. While your mind is pleasantly
daydreaming, the devil is hatching up
a way to get you to do wrong.

A person’s emotions are down
when everything seems to be going
against them. The devil may suggest
that you have not had any happiness
for a long time and that you now
deserve enjoying some secret sin. He
may suggest the Christian life isn't
worth living. Beware when you are
down. Your resistance to evil is weak.

It is best during emotional highs
or lows, to not let yourself be in places
where you will be tempted. Stay away
from friends who might ask you to do
wrong. Don't go places where you
mightbe tempted. Don't lookat things
that might tempt you to do wrong.

This advice is good to be followed
at anytime, but guard yourself espe-
clally at times when you are either
very happy or very depressed.

Jesus had been fasting, so His
emotions were low. Satan came at
that time to tempt Him to do things
that were not pleasing to God. He will
also tempt you more severely.

“Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life, which
the Lord hath promised to them that
love him.” James 1:12.

—Charlotte Huskey
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ued, “I'll give you all my allowance for
the next year to pay for the watch if you
will only let me go.”

“I'll think about it,"she said, “Leave
me to think awhile.”

Dan went to his room. He could
hear her talking on the phone to the
jeweler. “He's paid forty-seven dollars?”
she asked, “Where on earth did he get
all that money?”

After she had hung up, she called,
“Dan, where did you get the forty-seven
dollars you paid on the watch?”

Dan knew his only hope was to tell
everything. “You see,” he said, “I'vebeen
working, helping people with stormwin-
dows, cleaning yards, getting gardens
ready for winter, etc. I haven't been
helping the teacher at all. Every mom-
ing and evening I've worked. I have
earned thirty-two dollars. The other
fiteen dollars came from my allow-
ance.”

“I must say you have done well, but
you have also disobeyed me by working.
What will people think of me? You shall
not go to New York, nor shall you eat at
the table with me, during yourvacation,
except on Christmas day. Only that
day, because we are having the Jones
for dinner, and I wouldn’t want them to
know that I am raising a disobedient,
lying, thief.”

the two weeks vacation,
Dan had to eat alone in his room. He
could go nowhere unless with Aunt
Martha, How he wished he could be
with Carl at Uncle Jim's!

Mary, who was a true Christfan,
was praying every night that the truth
would be discovered and that she could
have her job again. She had asked her
church topray also. Oneof them invited
Aunt Martha to their mid-winter meet-
ing, which was held the week between
Christmas and New Year’s.

Aunt Martha decided to go, for this
would be an opportunity to see Mary.
She was hoping that Mary would be
willing to work for her again. Moreover,
she felt the influence of religious ser-
vices would help Dan be a better boy.

The church was almost full when
they arrived. Ayoung man helped them
find seats close to the center aisle in the
middle part of the chapel.

As the evangelist spoke the word of
God, Dan realized he would never be
happy until he told Aunt Martha the
whole truth and that he needed to con-
fess to God. Aunt Martha also saw her
need of God's help when he read Psalm
120:2, “Deliver my soul, O Lord, from
lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.”

After he had finished speaking, he
invited all who felt they needed to con-
fess sins to come forward and pray. Dan
went forward, and Aunt Martha fol-
lowed.

At home that night, Dan confessed
that he had broken the vase and left the
window open. “I'msorry forall,” he said.
“God has forgiven me for lying, stealing,
hating, and being disobedient.”

Then Aunt Martha told Dan how
deceitful she had been at the police
station to protect him and also herself
from embarrassment. She immediately
called the police station and corrected
the trouble with them.

What a change in the home of Aunt
Martha, Carl, and Dan! Salvation
brought it! Carl came home the day
before New Year's and the following
Monday, Mary came back towork again.
Things seemed normal, but therewas a
change of heart. Now Dan loves Aunt
Martha. There is no more stealing, hat-
ing, disobeying or lying from Dan or
Aunt Martha,

Adopted from Readings For the Fam-
ily Circle, by Charlotte Huskey.
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